
 

Sanctuary Choir to Perform Bach’s Cantata 12 
Guest Orchestra to Join Performance during Worship on March 4  

 

    Join us for worship at 10:00 am on Sunday, March 4th as FCC’s Sanctuary Choir 
performs J.S. Bach’s Cantata 12: Weinen, Klagen, Sorgen, Zagen (Weeping, Crying, 
Sorrowing, Sighing). This beautiful cantata is structured as one might lay out a sermon. The 
expressive chorus and subsequent arias take the worshipper from a state of deep dejection 
and sorrow to serene composure, commitment, and trust in God's unchanging love. The 
Sanctuary choir will be joined by soloists Liz Culpepper, Grant Farmer and Terrence Chin-
Loy, and a guest baroque instrumental ensemble under the direction of Jan Harrington. We 
hope you will plan to be present (and invite your friends and neighbors) for this special 
service of sacred music of the Lenten season. More details about Bach’s Cantatas can be read 
on page 3 of this newsletter.  
 

An Introduction to J.S. Bach’s Passion of Christ 
Jan Harrington Offers Session to Explore this Masterwork 

 

    Join FCC’s Jan Harrington following worship on February 25 for a special session to 
explore the music, structure and spiritual messages of J.S. Bach’s - Johannes Passion, BWV 
245. All are welcome to join at 11:15 am in the Chapel Gathering Space.  
 

     The IU Jacobs School of Music Baroque Orchestra 
& Voices of Concentus, under the leadership of guest 
director John Butt, will present J.S. Bach’s 
monumental setting of the narrative of the Passion of 
Christ on March 4 at 8:00 pm in Auer Hall. The 
performance is free and open to the public.  
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So, why are YOU part of this congregation? If you haven’t already told me, I invite you to do 
so.  As we continue to both flesh-out and fill-in-the blanks of our FCC Story, your shared insights 
and wisdom are welcomed, valued, and appreciated.  
 
 
 
 

With deep gratitude for you, 
 
 

Pastor Helen      

PASTOR’S PEN 
 

So, Why are You Part of  This Congregation? 

I have asked this question (above) many times over the years, including in recent months.  The 
responses I have received are as many and as varied as you are, and they reveal a bit about FCC 
at its core.  As you read a sampling of your responses (below), what can you affirm about this 
list?  Would you add anything to it?  Question anything that is on it?  Name what is missing 
from it?  I’m curious, so please let me know!  
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 To share the inclusive love of Christ, here 
and now 

 For the many and varied small groups   
 Because of its welcome 
 Because I was invited to join 
 Because I can use my gifts to serve 
 Because I want/need Christian community 
 For the music 
 For the preaching 
 Because I grew up in this congregation 
 Because of its focus on serving the 

community 
 For a “traditional” worship experience 

where both men and women share in 
leadership 

 For my Sunday School Class 
 For the choir 
 

 Because I want (and need help/support) 
for my children to be nurtured in faith 

 Because we are “diverse in thought, united 
in faith, called to serve”  

 Because I can ask hard and honest 
questions without fear 

 Because I have been cared for and prayed 
over.  

 To be part of the Disciples of Christ, a 
movement for wholeness in a fragmented 
world 

 Because I can be “me” without feeling like 
I am being judged 

 Because of weekly communion 
 Because both of us (as a couple) feel at 

home here 
 Because I don’t have to check my mind or 

my heart at the door.  

Hiram College Group to Visit FCC in March 
A group of students from Hiram College (a Disciples of Christ school) will be staying in our Great Hall 
March 4-9 as they complete a project with Monroe County Habitat for Humanity. This is an annual 
event for Hiram College, and they are very grateful to FCC for the hospitality and the lodgings. Please, 
extend a warm welcome to this group if you happen to see them during their stay. 



 

               BACH'S SERMONS IN MUSIC- A CANTATA EACH SUNDAY 
    Bach Cantata 12 – Weinen, Klagen, Sorgen, Zagen  

    (Weeping, Crying, Sorrow, Sighing) 
            Sung in worship at First Christian March 4th 
 
    Bach's cantatas are among the great devotional treasures of both music and the church. The cantata 
played a central role in German Lutheran worship, as it was based on poetry that elaborated scripture. 
Much like a sermon, then, the cantata would guide the worshiper to deeper understanding of the 
scripture's meaning to the believer's life. A pause was often taken during the cantata for a spoken 
sermon that served as a transition into the resolution delivered in the concluding music. A respectable 
sermon was expected to last about two hours. 
 

    In Leipzig, Bach provided a cantata every Sunday, except during Lent, when elaborate music in 
worship was not permitted.  Bach's choir was small - not much larger than our own - 2 or 3 each of 
sopranos, altos, tenors and basses. The cantatas are structured as one might lay out a sermon. An 
opening chorus presents the ideas of the day's prescribed text, followed by recitatives (music more 
spoken than sung) and arias (songs) on independent poetry, which at this point elaborate on the central 
ideas of the first movement. In the middle of the cantata (in this case after the Alto Aria) the rhetoric 
changes, and the next aria of the Bass presents the believer's response to the message. Subsequently, a 
tenor aria concludes the thought with concluding statement of commitment.   Finally, a congregational 
hymn (chorale) familiar to the members of the congregation offered a universal summary of the day's 
message. 
 

    Bach Cantata 12 was composed for the post Easter season in 1714 – before Bach went to Leipzig – 
and performed again in Leipzig in 1724. The text develops the basic ideas of the Gospel for that 
Sunday, St. John 16:16-23, especially verse 20: 
 

19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are you asking one another 
what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will 
see me’? 20 Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but 
your grief will turn to joy 
 

    The poetic text for the cantata was probably written by the court chaplain Salomo Franck (1659-
1725).  The cantata closes with a chorale (hymn) known to the congregation – in our hymnal, “If you 
will trust in God to guide you” which sums up the message of the cantata that, though we might suffer 
many tribulations in life, if we stay true to our faith, the grace of God will bring us through. 
 

    The cantata will be sung in worship on Sunday March 4 in English. As you listen on Sunday, we 
hope you can allow your feelings to follow the cantata's evolution from deep dejection to commitment 
and serene composure as we move through our Lenten meditations on our path to Holy Week.  

Vol. 60, no. 4                                                                                                       Page 3 



Page 4              The Christian Visitor 

List of Supplies and Food for MCUM Pantry 
Bring your donations to FCC and we will deliver them to MCUM. 

Food Pantry 
Cereal 
Soup (condensed or ready-to-eat) 
Canned tomatoes 
Pasta Sauce 
Canned potatoes 
Canned vegetables 
Macaroni & Cheese 
Ramen noodles 
Pancake/muffin baking mixes 
Crackers 
Snacks or desserts 
 

Cleaning Closet 
Deoderant (Men’s & Women’s) 
All-purpose cleaners 
Laundry detergent 
Bar soap 
Conditioner 
Size 4, 5, & 6 diapers 

Childcare 
Paper: (lined, construction, graph) 
Multiracial Barbies/baby dolls 
Glitter 
Plastic containers with lids (shoe box size or larger 
 

Wanted 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know MCUM collects Box Tops for 
Education to support the Compass Early Learning 

Center? Each one is worth 10-cents, and 
wtheyreceive thousands of dollars in revenue each 

year! 
 

Donate yours today! 

Join us Friday, March 2 at 6:30 pm for our Jazz Vespers 
service. This month’s theme is “Restore” with music from the 

Will Barnard Trio featuring guest vocalist Elena Escudero.  



J.S. Bach’s Cantata 12:  Weeping, Crying, Sorrowing, Sighing 
During Sunday Worship on March 4th 

 
 

Join us for worship at 10:00 am on Sunday, March 4th as FCC’s Sanctuary Choir, 
soloists, and a guest baroque orchestra perform J.S. Bach’s Cantata 12: Weeping, 
Crying, Sorrowing, Sighing. "This beautiful cantata is structured as one might lay out 
a sermon in which the expressive chorus and subsequent arias move the 
worshipper from a state of  deep dejection and sorrow to serene composure, 
commitment, and trust in God's unchanging love." 

 We hope you will plan to be present for this special service of  sacred music of  
the Lenten season.  

EXPERIENCING  
J. S. Bach – JOHANNES-PASSION, 

BWV 245 
An Introduction to a Spiritual 

Masterwork 
 
On March 4 at 8:00 pm the IU Jacobs School 
of Music Baroque Orchestra & Voices of 

Concentus, under the leadership of guest director John Butt, will present J.S. 
Bach’s monumental setting of the narrative of the Passion of Christ as it 
appears in the Gospel of John. 
 

In preparation, our First Christian Church music director, Jan Harrington, will   
offer two sessions to explore the music, structure and spiritual message of this 
masterwork, which has inspired listeners since its first performance in 1724.  
 

The exploration will be held in the Chapel Gathering Space at 11:15 am on 
Sunday, February 25 during the regular adult class meeting time, but will be 
open to anyone who is interested in gaining a deeper appreciation of this 
music and its profound spiritual message for the Lenten season.  



 
Holy Week Calendar of  Events 

 
Palm/Passion Sunday Worship at 10:00 am - March 25 - Join us for worship 
 at 10:00 am  for a Service of  Palm Passion Readings and Musical 
 Meditations in observation of  the events of  Holy Week leading to the 
 crucifixion. 
 

 Following worship at 11:15 am children, youth and families are invited to 
 the Great Hall for Lenten pretzel making. As far back as the fourth 
 century, breads were made during Lent with only flour, water and salt to 
 remind them that Lent was a time of  prayer. They shaped the bread in the 
 form of  crossed arms, which was how they prayed at that time. Join us as 
 we explore the origin of  the Lenten Pretzel as we make our own batch to 
 enjoy.   
 
Maundy Thursday Worship at 7:30 pm - March 29 - Join us at 7:30 pm on 
 Thursday March 29 for worship observing  the Institution of  the Lord's 
 Supper in the Upper Room with music from James Whitebourn’s 
 dramatic Son of  God  Mass for Choir, Organ, and Saxophone with Tom 
 Walsh, saxophone.  Tom Walsh is a member of  FCC and Chair of  the Jazz 
 Studies Department at the IU Jacobs School of  Music. 
 
Good Friday Worship at 12:10 pm - March 30 This year, First United 
 Methodist Church will be hosting Good Friday services beginning at 12:10 
 pm in  their sanctuary located at 219 E 4th Street.  
 
Easter Sunday Worship at 10:00 am - April 1  Join us on Easter Sunday for 
 Worship celebrating the Resurrection with music of  George Frederich 
 Handel from Messiah.  
 

 Following worship children and families can participate in our annual 
 Easter Egg Hunt.  
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Week of Compassion Special Offering - February 25 
 

    This past weekend hundreds of Disciples gathered in Puerto Rico for the 
109th Annual Convencion of the Iglesia Cristiana (Discipulos de Cristo). The 
General Pastor gave an update on the church’s hurricane recovery efforts in 
Puerto Rico. It’s been nearly five months since the hurricanes struck, and still 

some (especially in remote areas) are struggling to get access to basic needs. Week of Compassion 
continues to work with our partners and is slowly transitioning from immediate relief to long-term 
recovery efforts. 
     First Christian Church has long been a strong supporter of  the important work of Week of 
Compassion. This Sunday, February 25th, we will accept your contributions to Week of 
Compassion. Last year, FCC raised over $5,000. So far, we have collected $832 during this year’s 
Special Offering. Please consider giving to Week of Compassion. 

World Day of Prayer 
 

Monroe County Church Women United invites 
you to our annual World Day of Prayer 
celebration, Friday March 2. The country of 
Suriname, formerly Dutch Guiana, will be 
spotlighted in the program. Details can be found 
on our poster on the FCC events board near the 
Washington Street entrance 
 

World Day of Prayer Service 
Friday, March 2 

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 
100 State Road 46 (on the bypass) 

Program begins at 11:00am  
lunch served at 12:00pm 

 
 

Contact Mary Polk at 812-339-4194 for more 
information about this special service.  

All are invited! 

In Our Prayers…  
 

Please hold the McIntosh and Droste 
families in your prayers as we grieve 
the loss of Jerry McIntosh (February 
19) and John Droste (February 5). 

Cards and notes can be sent to Mary Droste at 800 
N. Bell Trace Circle, Apt. 103, 47408 and to Jane 
McIntosh at 2455 Tamarack Trail, #8, 47408.  
 

We have several members recovering in hospitals, 
rehab and at home. Please hold Evelyn Brown in 
your prayers as she receives rehab following a 
stroke. Cards may be sent to her at Stonecroft, 
363 S. Fieldstone Blvd., 47403.  
 

Nancy Heimer is at Meadowwood Health Pavilion 
rehabbing from knee replacement surgery. Notes 
can be sent to Nancy at 2455 Tamarack Trail, Apt. 
115, 47408.  
 

And Jerry Spore is in the hospital regaining 
strength following a fall and preparing for rehab. 
Notes can be sent to Jerry at 901 S. Hastings 
Drive, 47401. 
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March Birthdays 

Please, let us know if we have left someone off of the birthday list. 



 

2018 MCUM Challenge 
 

   2018 Goal:  2,000 pounds 
   Most recent trip:  17 pounds 
   Year-to-date:  323 pounds 

 

Box Tops for Education Call-Out!   
MCUM’s shelves are nearly empty! They are 
in need of pasta sauce, boxed macaroni and 
cheese, ramen noodles, cereal and biscuit/

muffin mixes! MCUM is also collecting 
Boxtops for Education to support their Early 
Learning Center. Please, consider donating 

what you are able! 
 

 

Thank you for showing how much you care. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS… 
 

Sunday, February 25 
 9:00 am Learning Session I 
 10:00 am Worship  
 11:15 am Exploration of Bach’s Passion 
 11:15 am Joyful Noise Choir rehearsal 
 11:15 am Learning Session II 
 

Monday, February 26 
 6:30 pm Monday Night Book Study 
 

Tuesday, February 27 
 1:30 pm Caregivers Create! 
 

Wednesday, February 28 
 6:30 pm MOPS 

 

Thursday, March 1 
 5:30 pm Handbell Choir rehearsal 
 6:15 pm  Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 
 

Friday, March 2 
 5:30 pm Listening to God meditation 
 6:30 pm Jazz Vespers Service 
 

Sunday, March 4 
 9:00 am Learning Session I 
 10:00 am Worship with Children 

Worship & Wonder  
 11:15 am Joyful Noise Choir 
 11:15 am Learning Session II 
 

Monday, March   5 
 6:00 pm Monday Night Book Study 
 7:00 pm Women’s Arts  & Crafts 
 

 

It’s time to order your 
Easter Lilies! 
 

We are now taking orders for 
Easter Lilies to adorn our 
sanctuary on Easter Sunday. 
The Lilies are $12 each. The 
deadline for ordering is March 

18. A sign-up sheet can be found in the front 
office at the reception desk. Payment must be 
made at the time of the order. 



Scripture Readings 
for Sunday Worship 

 
 

February 25 
Mark 10:32-52 

Connie Myers preaching 
 

March 4 
J.S. Bach Cantata 12 

 

March 11 
Mark 12:1-12 
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Coffee Fellowship Treat Schedule 
 

 
  February 25:   
 Book Bunch & Men’s Book Group 

 

  March 4:  
 Emmaus Interpreters Class 
 

  March 18:  
Sanctuary Choir and Handbells 
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