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Cuba Trip Planned for Thanksgiving 2018 
Arts and Immersion 

 

    FCC will be traveling back to Cuba this year over the 
week of Thanksgiving. In 2016 a group of nine FCC 
members traveled with Global Ministries to visit Cuban 
partners at the Martin Luther King Center in Havana, 
the Christian Pentecostal Church of Cuba, the Cuban 
Council of Churches, and a historic seminary in 

Matanzas. This year we hope to build on those ties and give more FCC members, including 
the youth, a chance to forge connections with people in Cuba and reflect on what it means 
to be part of the global church. 
 

    This year we are planning a trip with concentrations in two areas—Havana and San 
Antonio de los Baños. One group will spend time at the Martin Luther King Center in 
Havana and will focus on the arts—both seeing Cuban art and creating art with a focus on 
Cuban youth and seniors. The other group will partner with a church that hosted us in 2016 
(with probably our best meal of the trip) in the small town of San Antonio de los Baños with 
the prospect of local family hosts and work on a nearby organic farm. Each group will be 
made up of a maximum of 12 people. Both groups will travel to/from Cuba together, as well 
as share some overlapping experiences. 
 

    We will be holding initial informational meetings in April, so look for those dates posted 
in upcoming newsletters, bulletins, and our website. Please talk to Michelle Dalmau, Carmie 
Hamilton, or Mark Knowles for more logistical 
information, or contact the church office for contact 
information. Also any of the other travelers on the 
2016 trip—Holly Biddle, Bess Lee, Joe Lee, Danielle 
Murry-Knowles, Jean Thompson, Olivia Walsh—can 
provide personal insight into what Cuba and such a 
trip are like. We hope you’ll consider being one of 
those who travels this year! 
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    Truth be told, as human beings who were created to be in community, we tend to seek out 
and enjoy being in fellowship with like-minded people, where we can be our unfiltered selves—
freely discussing all matters under heaven, coming up with solutions to the word’s most 
complex problems in the world, supporting each other’s perspectives and opinions, writing-off 
the ideas that don’t deserve airtime, and feeling affirmed, inspired, confirmed, not alone….and 
“right.”  There are plenty of places where such fellowship might be found:  in online 
communities, among close friends, within some families, in some faith communities, to name 
just a few.      
 

    The challenge, of course, is that if we make it a priority to seek out and surround ourselves 
only with like-minded people, if we seek out only those news/opinion sources that conform to 
(and help shape) our perspectives, if we succumb to the temptation to write off other views as 
unworthy or downright wrong, we can fall into the trap of self-righteousness. We can become 
judgmental, intolerant, narrow-minded.  And, perched on our “high horses” that are fed a 
limited diet of perspectives, we can become part of the problem in a world that is already very 
divided. 
 

    What would happen if, instead of seeking out like-minded people, we would seek first to be of 
the same mind as Christ?  This is the Christ who, even though he had every right on earth and 
in heaven to sit on the “high horse” of righteousness, chose instead the way of humility, the 
way of putting the interests of others first, the way of servanthood and sacrifice, the way of the 
cross: the way of love.   
 

    Perhaps the Apostle Paul, in his beautiful letter of encouragement to the church in Philippi, 
expresses it best:   
 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 
compassion and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 
than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same 
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus… 
 

    I am both humbled and thankful to be part of this congregation because while we name the 
fact that we are diverse in thought, we also look forward to being together in fellowship at the 
Table, where we seek to be of the same mind as the Christ who by his life, death, and 
resurrection, unites us and makes us one. 
 
See you Sunday! 
 
 
Pastor Helen  

PASTOR’S PEN 
Diverse in Thought, United at the Table 
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Safe and Welcoming 
 

    As Bloomington and the world continue to change, we continue to look at how we can remain both 
a welcoming and a safe church. At its February meeting, the FCC Board discussed what this means 
during non-office, non-worship hours, (i.e. for activities that take place on weeknights, Saturdays, and 
Sunday afternoon and evening.)  
 

    Until now, doors have often been left unlocked and unattended during activities that take place 
outside of regular office/worship hours, so people can get in for group activities and events. This has 
meant that the doors are open for anyone to enter the church, which presents several security 
concerns, particularly to the very people in those group activities. So the Board has decided that 
church doors will remain locked during non-office, non-worship hours.  
 

    Instead of doors remaining unlocked, each group that meets will have a specific PIN/code that will 
let group members get into the church during their meeting hours. These codes will work on the 
keypads at both the Washington Street and Kirkwood Avenue doors. Each group leader will receive a 
special code to share with their group. When you invite new members to your group, please be sure 
that they have the code or—better yet!—that you are there to welcome them personally to your 
group. And, if you are involved in multiple (more than two) activities outside of normal office/
worship times and would prefer not to have to remember multiple codes, a personal code can be 
provided to you. Please contact Jennifer or Eve at the church office if you are a group leader and do 
not already have a code or if you would like a personal code. 
 

    The church will continue to be unlocked during our worship hours and our all-church events. We 
will also maintain our same office hours (9:00 am-5:00 pm Monday through Thursday and 9:00 am-
noon on Friday), and will remain committed to being a warm and welcoming church. (Indeed, being 
welcoming is not only what we feel called to be, but it is one of the best ways to stay safe.) This is just 
one small step in doing so safely as we continue to adjust to the changes around us.  
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Extending our FCC Hospitality to Hiram College Students 
 

    Eleven Hiram College students and one Hiram staff member were greeted warmly on Sunday 
evening as they moved into Great Hall, which will serve as their home base while they work on a 
Habitat home. Our youth and their families provided a delicious pasta meal with salad, bread, dessert, 
drinks, and multiple snacks. After dinner (which one college student proclaimed to be the best home 
cooked meal they have had since Christmas dinner), our youth gave the students a full tour of the 
church. Then, the real fun began, with everyone playing the of ever-popular game Sardines!   
 

    Pastor Helen was beaming with pride, not just because Hiram College is her alma mater, but 
because she so enjoyed watching our youth take the initiative to reach out so warmly to welcome the 
students and make them feel at home. Special thanks goes to all who contributed food and hospitality 
for our Hiram guests.    



 

   Upcoming Music Events of Interest 
 
Choral Scholar Alto Liz Culpepper Graduate Recital 
Thursday,  March 8   - 5:00 - FCC Sanctuary 
 

    Liz will give one of her graduate recitals at First Christian Church this Thursday at 5:00 pm! A 
beautiful program including of Spanish Songs, Mahler's a incredible cycle The Songs of a Wayfarer, and 
a special scene from the opera Carmen  sung with our tenor Choral Scholar Terrence Chin-Loy. Come 
support Liz and enjoy a beautiful hour of professional and inspiring artistry. 
 

Bloomington Chamber Singers Handel's Messiah  Sing Along 
Sunday, March 18 at 3:00 pm at St. Mark's United Methodist Church 
 

    Come sing along or simply sit and enjoy the "Easter" portion of Handel's Messiah with the 
Bloomington Chamber Singers. If you want to sing along, bring your own score if you have one, but 
some will be available at the door for loan. The event is FREE, accepting donations for the 
Community Kitchen of Monroe County. An afternoon of inspiring music for Lent and Easter! 

 

JOYFUL NOISE INTERGENERATIONAL CHOIR 
Singing Palm Sunday – Hosanna! 

Rehearse 10 minutes after church service each Sunday 
Meet 9:30 on Palm Sunday!  All are welcome! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Mark 11: 9-10; Tune: David Haas 
©1988 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense #724866. All Rights Reserved 
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Join us for Lenten Pretzel Making on March 25! 
 

On Palm Sunday, March 25, families of all ages, shapes and sizes are 
invited to make Lenten Pretzels in the Great Hall after worship. 
We’ll learn the legend of the pretzel before each person makes a 
pretzel of their own to eat immediately or take home. Plus, each 
family will make a pretzel and card to share with someone else. If 
you have a child, youth, or grandchild in the church, you’ll receive 

an e-vite. If you want to participate, but don’t receive an e-vite, please let the church office know 
how many in your family will be attending, so we know how much dough to make. 
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It’s time to order your 
Easter Lilies! 
 

We are now taking orders for 
Easter Lilies to adorn our 
sanctuary on Easter Sunday. 
The Lilies are $12.00 each. The 
deadline for ordering is March 

18. An order card can be found in this 
newsletter. Bring your card to church on 
Sunday or mail it to the church office. Payment 
must be made at the time of the order. 

Join the Joyful Noise Intergenerational Choir 
  And Sing on Palm Sunday! 
 
We need your voice in the Joyful Noise intergenerational choir!  
We have a simple, fun song we’ll be singing at the beginning of Palm Sunday worship on March 
25. Ten-minute practices follow worship on March 11 and 18. On March 25, we’ll meet at 
9:30 for a final run-through. Questions? Contact Jan Harrington or Connie Myers. 

We Need Candy! 
 

Our Youth Group will be filling hundreds of 
Easter eggs for FCC’s annual Easter Egg 
Hunt. It takes a lot of candy to fill all of these 
eggs! Help us by bringing bags of individually 
wrapped candy (NO NUTS PLEASE) to 
church. You will find donation boxes in the              
Chapel Gathering Place.  
 

Thank You! 



 
Holy Week Calendar of  Events 

 
Palm/Passion Sunday Worship at 10:00 am - March 25 - Join us for worship 
 at 10:00 am  for a Service of  Palm Passion Readings and Musical 
 Meditations in observation of  the events of  Holy Week leading to the 
 crucifixion. 
 

 Following worship at 11:15 am children, youth and families are invited to 
 the Great Hall for Lenten pretzel making. As far back as the fourth 
 century, breads were made during Lent with only flour, water and salt to 
 remind them that Lent was a time of  prayer. They shaped the bread in the 
 form of  crossed arms, which was how they prayed at that time. Join us as 
 we explore the origin of  the Lenten Pretzel as we make our own batch to 
 enjoy.   
 
Maundy Thursday Worship at 7:30 pm - March 29 - Join us at 7:30 pm on 
 Thursday March 29 for worship observing  the Institution of  the Lord's 
 Supper in the Upper Room with music from James Whitbourn’s 
 dramatic Son of  God  Mass for Choir, Organ, and Saxophone with Tom 
 Walsh, saxophone.  Tom Walsh is a member of  FCC and Chair of  the Jazz 
 Studies Department at the IU Jacobs School of  Music. 
 
Good Friday Worship at 12:10 pm - March 30 This year, First United 
 Methodist Church will be hosting Good Friday services beginning at 12:10 
 pm in  their sanctuary located at 219 E 4th Street.  
 
Easter Sunday Worship at 10:00 am - April 1  Join us on Easter Sunday for 
 Worship celebrating the Resurrection with music of  George Frideric 
 Handel from Messiah.  
 

 Following worship children and families can participate in our annual 
 Easter Egg Hunt.  
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Building a Neighborhood Together 
Coming to FCC May 29-31 
 

Anyone interested in exploring and building a peaceful 
neighborhood—literally—is welcome to join us for an 

Intergenerational, Interfaith Event on Tuesday-Thursday, May 29-31, from 5:30-8:00 p.m. Called 
“Building a Neighborhood Together,” the experience is like VBS…but it’s for all ages and all faiths. 

For three nights, we’ll enjoy sack-lunch dinners, talk about what neighborhoods need, and then build 
our own cardboard city in the Great Hall. Connie Myers is the FCC contact for this special event. 

Join us! 

Mary Droste would like to thank everyone for all of the cards, calls, visits, 
thoughts & prayers following the passing of her husband, John. Your kindness has 
provided comfort to her during this difficult time, and she is grateful for your 
support..  
 

Frieda Hoffman also extends a big “Thank You” to her FCC friends who made 
her 94th birthday extra special with cards, notes and birthday cake (while we put 

together the newsletter mailing)!  

      
      Caregivers            Create! 

 
 

If you are a caregiver, personal or professional, who would like a bit of respite me to take a 
crea ve adventure, this is for you! No experience necessary, this FREE opportunity is 
sponsored by FCC. Each class is led by a professional ar st or experienced cra er, many of 
whom are also caregivers. All materials and light refreshments are supplied. 
 
Here’s what’s on the agenda for March: 

March 13, “Sketching with Watercolor Pencils” led by Be y Wagoner. Learn quick, basic 
techniques for sketching and shading simple flower shapes, just in me for spring blooms! 

March 27, “Make Your Own Zentangle!” with Meri Reinhold. Draw a space, fill it in with li le 
shapes, and that’s the relaxing “Zen” of this project. 

 
Reserva ons are required and registra on is limited to 10 people. Please email Jeanne 
Du on at CaregiversCreate@gmail.com with ques ons and to register. 
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An Opportunity for Discussion of Gun Violence Concerns 
 

    Several FCC members have asked how we can talk and what we can do in response to recent 
shooting incidents (particularly in Parkland, Florida). Roger Heimer is willing to meet with any 
members who are looking for ways to be part of the answer to this violence. If interested, please 
attend a meeting at FCC at 7:00 pm on Wednesday, March 14 in the Fireside Study. Roger has been a 
board member of Hoosiers Concerned About Gun Violence since responding for the region of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Indiana several years ago. The experience of members 
involved in other local or statewide advocacy groups would be most helpful.  

Reborn from the Muck and Mud 
 

    2017 saw a series of disasters, both in North America, and around the 
world. One of those that received too-little attention was a devastating 
mudslide in Mocoa, Colombia. In the early morning hours of April 1, 
2017, increased rainfall caused the Mocoa, Sangoyaco and Mulata Rivers to 
overflow, which in turn generated a mudslide in the municipality of 
Mocoa, capital of the state of Putumayo. Over 20,000 men, women, and 

children were made homeless, the local water and sewer systems were badly affected, ten local roads 
and seven bridges sustained damage. Six neighborhoods were totally destroyed and seventeen were 
seriously damaged. 
 

    Because many of the folks in the Mocoa area depend for their livelihoods on agriculture -- growing 
cassava, coffee, cacao, among others, as well as raising poultry -- the mudslide triggered a serious 
threat of food shortages for hundreds of residents. Agricultural production capacity was completely 
destroyed due to the disaster. The local market was also destroyed, and with no income from these 
activities, many residents could no longer pay the debts they'd incurred for small business or 
agricultural purposes. 
 

    Through your gifts and prayers, Week of Compassion was able to work with partners to assist the 
residents of this disaster through immediate supply of food, water, and temporary shelter, along with 
cash gifts to 150 households to allow them to resume their work quickly and to pay livelihood-related 
debts. 
 

    Week of Compassion relies on gifts and the commitment of individuals and congregations across the 
U.S. and Canada. FCC has long supported this important work. This year, FCC has already 
contributed $1,716 though the Week of Compassion Special Offering. 



 

2018 MCUM Challenge 
 

   2018 Goal:  2,000 pounds 
   Most recent trip:  39 pounds 
   Year-to-date:  362 pounds 

 
 

Box Tops for Education Call-Out!   
MCUM is in need of pasta sauce, boxed 

macaroni and cheese, ramen noodles, cereal 
and biscuit/muffin mixes! MCUM is also 

collecting Boxtops for Education to support 
their Early Learning Center. Please, consider 

donating what you are able! 
 

 

Thank you for showing how much you care. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS… 
 

Sunday, March 11  
(Daylight Savings Time begins) 
 9:00 am Learning Session I 
 10:00 am Worship  
 11:15 am Joyful Noise Choir rehearsal 
 11:15 am Learning Session II 
 

Monday, March 12 
 6:30 pm Monday Night Book Study 
 

Tuesday, March 13 
 1:30 pm Caregivers Create! 
 

Thursday, March 15 
 5:30 pm Handbell Choir rehearsal 
 6:15 pm  Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 
 

Friday, March 16 
 5:30 pm Listening to God meditation 
 

Sunday, March 18 
 9:00 am Learning Session I 
 10:00 am Worship with Children 

Worship & Wonder  
 11:15 am Joyful Noise Choir 
 11:15 am Learning Session II 
 Noon Board meeting 
 

Monday, March   19 
 6:00 pm Monday Night Book Study 
 

Wednesday, March   21 
 7:00 pm Men’s Book Group 

Daylight Savings 
Time begins this 
weekend on Sunday, 
March 11.  
Don’t forget to set your 
clock ahead one hour 

before you go to bed on Saturday! 



Scripture Readings 
for Sunday Worship 

 
 

March 11 
Mark 12:1-12 

 

March 18 
Mark 12:28-34 

 

March 25 
Palm Sunday 
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Coffee Fellowship Treat Schedule 
 

 
  March 11:   
 Grades K-12 and Sharing Table 

 

  March 18:  
 Sanctuary Choir & Handbell Choir 
 

  March 25:  
  Cambellite Class 
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