
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Christian Church – Bloomington 

January 15, 2021 - 6:30 pm 
 

January Series of Jazz Meditations on the Theme: Reflecting 

Reflecting on Possibility 
 

Elena Escudero, singer and piano 

Linda Abe, reader 

Stefan Lenthe, bass 

Evan Main, piano 
 

 
Gathering                     Reflecting         Elena Escudero and Stefan Lenthe 
 

God of patience, may we know by resilience we will grow. 

Through reflection we can see paths of possibility. 

Looking forward, we embrace Your healing presence, gift of grace. 
 

Words: Linda Abe, 2020     Music: Elena Escudero, 2020 

 
Greeting and Scripture                   Elena Escudero 

 

But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit,  

whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things,  

and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” 

- John 14:26 

 
Instrumental Jazz Moment                Stefan Lenthe and Evan Main 
 

Coughdrops - Evan Main 



Reading                                      Starlings in Winter                   Mary Oliver (1935-2019) 
 

Chunky and noisy, 

but with stars in their black feathers, 

they spring from the telephone wire 

and instantly 
 

they are acrobats 

in the freezing wind. 

And now, in the theater of air, 

they swing over buildings, 
 

dipping and rising; 

they float like one stippled star 

that opens, 

becomes for a moment fragmented, 
 

then closes again; 

and you watch 

and you try 

but you simply can't imagine 
 

how they do it 

with no articulated instruction, no pause, 

only the silent confirmation 

that they are this notable thing, 
 

this wheel of many parts, that can rise and spin 

over and over again, 

full of gorgeous life. 
 

Ah, world, what lessons you prepare for us, 

even in the leafless winter, 

even in the ashy city. 

I am thinking now 

of grief, and of getting past it; 
 

I feel my boots 

trying to leave the ground, 

I feel my heart 

pumping hard. I want 
 

to think again of dangerous and noble things. 

I want to be light and frolicsome. 

I want to be improbable beautiful and afraid of nothing, 

as though I had wings. 



Breathe on me, Breath of God; 

fill me with life anew, 

that I may love what thou dost love, 

and do what thou wouldst do. 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

until my heart is pure, 

until with thee I will one will, 

to do and to endure.  

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

till I am wholly thine, 

until this earthly part of me 

glows with thy fire divine. 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

so shall I never die, 

but live with thee the perfect life 

of thine eternity.  

Jazz Meditation  Breathe on Me, Breath of God                  TRENTHAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Edwin Hatch, 1878      Music Robert Jackson, 1888 

Jazz Interpretation: Elena Escudero 

 
Dismissal                                    Linda Abe 

 
Closing Sung Prayer                   The Lord's Prayer          Elena Escudero 
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Art from the works of Marc Chagall 

 

 

 

This service was pre-recorded in various segments to allow the participants  
to strictly follow guidelines regarding social distancing.  


