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From Series of Jazz Meditations on the Theme: Anticipating 

Anticipating Reflection 
 

Elena Escudero, singer and piano 

Linda Abe, reader 

Stefan Lenthe, bass 

Garrett Spoelhof, piano 
 
 

 

Gathering                   Anticipating                       Elena Escudero and Stefan Lenthe 
 

God we seek a transformation from lives lived with fear and dread 

To reflect on your creation, wonderment and joy instead. 
 

Words: Linda Abe, 2020     Music: Elena Escudero, 2020 

 
Greeting and Scripture                   Elena Escudero 

 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, 

that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 

-I John 1:5  

 
Instrumental Jazz Moment     Stefan Lenthe and Garrett Spoelhof 
 

Improvisation on “Greensleeves” 



Reading                               Twilight                      Louise Glück (b. 1943) 
 

All day he works at his cousin’s mill, 

so when he gets home at night, he always sits at this one window, 

sees one time of day, twilight. 

There should be more time like this, to sit and dream. 

It’s as his cousin says: 

Living—living takes you away from sitting. 
 

In the window, not the world but a squared-off landscape 

representing the world. The seasons change, 

each visible only a few hours a day. 

Green things followed by golden things followed by whiteness— 

abstractions from which come intense pleasures, 

like the figs on the table. 
 

At dusk, the sun goes down in a haze of red fire between two poplars. 

It goes down late in summer—sometimes it’s hard to stay awake. 
 

Then everything falls away. 

The world for a little longer 

is something to see, then only something to hear, 

crickets, cicadas. 

Or to smell sometimes, aroma of lemon trees, of orange trees. 

Then sleep takes this away also. 
 

But it’s easy to give things up like this,  

experimentally, for a matter of hours. 
 

I open my fingers— let everything go. 
 

Visual world, language, 

rustling of leaves in the night, 

smell of high grass, of woodsmoke. 
 

I let it go, then I light the candle. 

 



Jazz Meditation                Now the Silence                 NOW 
 

Now the silence  Now the peace 

Now the empty hands uplifted  

Now the kneeling  Now the plea 

Now the Father's arms in welcome 

Now the hearing  Now the power 

Now the vessel brimmed for pouring 

Now the body  Now the blood   

Now the joyful celebration 

Now the wedding  Now the song 

heart forgiven leaping 

Now the Spirit’s visitation 

Now the Son’s epiphany 

Now the Father’s blessing  

Now  Now  Now  
 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1968     Music: Carl F. Schalk, 1969 

Jazz Interpretation:  Elena Escudero 
 

Text and Music © 1969 Hope Publishing Co. 

Reprinted and Streamed with permission from One License.net #A-724866         

All rights reserved 

 

Dismissal                                   Linda Abe 
 

Closing Sung Prayer          The Lord's Prayer            Elena Escudero 
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This service was pre-recorded in various segments to allow the participants  
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