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(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) BLOOMINGTON, IN

FCC’s Connections Ministry is Thriving!

A big thanks to our Connections Ministry Team, led by the amazing Sarah Miller! Our Connec-
tions Team helps FCC to be present in the Bloomington community to introduce ourselves to our
neighbors and invite expanding relationships. Though the rain thwarted the team’s plan for lawn
seating at Taste of Bloomington, our “bathroom hospitality” ministry brought us into contact with
many festival goers! Offering the use of our ADA-compliant, all-gender bathrooms is a wonderful
way to connect with folks on Kirkwood during special events. The next Connections Ministry op-
portunity is coming soon as we participate in Bloomington Pride on August 22!
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The Minister’s Missive

Worship in the Upper Room
Dear Church,

Finally, the long-planned-for, non-traditional worship experience the
Upper Room will debut at First Christian Church! Beginning Sunday,
September 13, the Upper Room will gather at 5:00 p.m. every Sunday in the
Great Hall.

WHAT WILL THE UPPER ROOM BE LIKE?

On Sunday evenings, participants will enter the Great Hall where they will see a
Communion Table with Bread and Cup waiting, round tables and chairs for seating worshipers,
and vibrant decor featuring Christian symbols. As participants arrive, our new Worship Leader,
Christi Blahnik, will provide music from the keyboard as well as vocals. Worship will begin with
group singing.

At their tables, worshipers will find coloring pages for children as well as adults, paper
and pens for doodling, and fidget toys for those who are not comfortable being still. Bringing a
craft project or other quiet activity will be welcome, as will bringing along a beverage or a snack.
Tables will also hold “Gratitude Cards” where participants will be invited into a time of intention
each week as they consider God’s activity in their lives and how they will respond.

Everything about the Upper Room is intended to feel comfortable and informal. Music
will be plentiful and will be drawn from a variety of genres, including contemporary Christian,
popular secular music, and hymns. Song lyrics and other written materials will be shared on a
projection screen. Most weeks, I will preach an abridged version of Sunday morning’s sermon,
but other weeks, participants will engage with the scripture in other ways: we might have a round
-table discussion, work on an art project, visit multiple worship stations, or do an on-site
mission project. Every week, the Upper Room will include a celebration of the Lord’s Supper as
we share Bread and Cup, those cherished reminders of Christ’s love.

WHO IS THE UPPER ROOM FOR AND WHY DO WE NEED IT?

If you already love the worship service we have on Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m., then
the Upper Room is really not being created for you. You are invited and encouraged to come
check it out, of course - and you may find you want to come back! But the Upper Room is really
intended for those who do not connect to our traditional style of Sunday morning worship.

The purpose of the Upper Room is to offer an opportunity to experience FCC’s
progressive, inclusive theology in a different package. For some people, traditional worship is a
place where rejection, condemnation, or hurt has been experienced, and such a setting simply
doesn’t feel safe. For some, our traditional music is not familiar or appealing - either because
church is a new experience or because they are accustomed to a more informal worship style or
simply because of personal taste. Of course we mustn’t forget those to whom the Upper Room
will appeal because they prefer to sleep in on Sunday morning and attend church later in the day!

(cont’d on pg. 3)
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(cont’d from pg. 2)

We need the Upper Room so that we can share the inclusive love of Christ more broadly
than our current worship ministry allows. My expectation is that most of the folks who will eventu-
ally be in attendance at the Upper Room are not yet a part of FCC, but will come to be a part of our
community through this new opportunity. To be clear, the Upper Room will not be a new church
or a new congregation; it will be an additional expression of the ministry of First Christian Church.

As this ministry grows, we will need to be intentional about finding points of connection for
those who worship at 10 a.m. and those who worship at 5 p.m.: social events, shared meals, study
opportunities, etc. My expectation is that, eventually, folks who find us through the Upper Room
will be sitting next to traditional worshipers at Board meetings, commission meetings, and mid-week
study groups.

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO SUPPORT THE UPPER ROOM?

Well, for starters, I would encourage you to attend the Upper Room at least once. Even if
this type of service is not your cup of tea, even if you LOVE our traditional service and know that it
will remain your worship home - come and see what’s happening on Sunday evenings. Offer your
prayers for this new experience - for those leading it and those participating. And make a commit-
ment to engage with new folks who become a part of FCC through this new entry point in our
community.

I am excited about this new venture, and I feel the unmistakable movement of the Holy
Spirit. I am eager to welcome those who will newly engage and those who will re-engage with our
congregation through the Upper Room. Most of all, I am thrilled to connect even more people to
the inclusive love of Christ through all the special ways we share that love at FCCl

Shalom,

B
f‘ﬂﬁ&‘\ gl\-w-ﬂ—h—_._
Pastor Kyrmen

P.S. Are you curious about the music selections that will be shared in the Upper Room? I’'ve been
curating a Spotify list that includes some of the songs we will use. I encourage you to check it out
for a better understanding of the experience! For those of you who plan to worship in the Upper
Room, listening to the list will help you feel familiar with the music when you’re invited to sing
along!

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/09NvR129dD7R6ZYCI8UB] g7
si=72eb83288222479f&pt=33bc8bcacc2f8d9bf261£c9422££d999
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Bloomington Pride August 22!

FCC will once again be present at Pride as we welcome and celebrate with our neighbors! We will
have our booth on our front lawn and once again plan to host the gender-affirming clothing swap
in the Chapel Gathering Space. Our first floor restrooms will be open. This is a great way to con-
nect with our community, but we need volunteers to make it happen! Please sign up for a volun-
teer shift here:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0548 ASAE29 ABFECG61-64684463-fccbloomington#

T
-t !d

Voices of Faith Returns from Summer Hiatus
After our summer hiatus, Voices of Faith will re-convene Friday, October 23 at 10:00 a.m. in the
Fireside Room at FCC. We look forward to seeing you this falll
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Updates on “Building the Realm” Capital Projects + Other FCC Improvements!
What an amazing year it has been for FCC as we have successfully completed the projects

for which our “Building the Realm™ capital campaign funds were raised! Our north alley accessible
door is still being tweaked, but final modifications are nearly finished. Our new wireless sound sys-
tem has improved the quality of our worship service audio tremendously. New boilers and other
HVAC components have improved our heating and cooling efficiency. Structural integrity has been
shored up with work on our west-end stairway, choir loft arch, and other areas that needed to be
strengthened and sealed against water.

As has been reported, our 2025 “Building the Realm” capital campaign was incredibly suc-
cessful, raising nearly $200,000 above our fundraising goal. Some of you have asked, “So what will
we do with the ‘extra’ funds?” FCC’s Capital Projects Team is committed to using capital campaign
funds to continue with projects that address needs related to the structural integrity of the building.
The following projects have been recommended by the Capital Projects Team and approved by
FCC’s Board. This work will be completed with capital campaign funds:

® Repair of Fireside Study windows, including southside bay window
e Replace third floor office windows

e Repair cracks & delaminated plaster work in the southeast staircase starting at the top of the
staircase just before exiting onto the choir loft platform, downward to the bottom of the stair-
case in the basement

® Repair cracks & delaminated plaster work in the southwest staircase starting at the top of the
staircase at the top of the vestibule south wall, and perform exterior work to stop water from
entering the wall

e Tuckpointing on the south wall of the vestibule

Projects Beyond the Scope of the “Building the Realm” Campaign
In addition to the projects named above, the Capital Projects Team has identified some

other immediate needs which will NOT be funded by capital campaign money. The following three
projects will be paid for by money set aside in a church designated fund for capital building needs:

® Metal gate at the Kirkwood administrative entrance porch - A gate that secures the administra-
tive entrance porch has been installed. After a couple of incidents in which campfires were built
on the porch, the Capital Projects Team felt that securing this area was a priority.

e New door at the Washington Street entrance - For quite some time, the Washington Street
doors have become difficult and sometimes impossible to secure. This creates an enormous vul-
nerability for the safety of our building and our staff, and the door cannot be satisfactorily re-
paired. A single, wide door that will retain the historic character of our building has been or-
dered and will be installed this fall. The door will be fully accessible for those with limited mo-
bility.

(cont’d. on pg.8)
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(cont’d. from pg. &)

e Modifications to convert the first-floor workroom into a Children’s Chapel - The first-floor
workroom (in the bathroom hallway) will be modified so that a Dutch-door connects it to the
current nursery, allowing the two spaces to easily access the nursery bathroom and also share
personnel. This relocates our children’s ministry to a bright, sunny room in close proximity to
the sanctuary, creating a safer and more inviting space for children.

One additional project was identified for completion by the Capital Projects Team: new
furniture for the administrative area. These items are being funded by money in our operating
budget. As administrative work shifts from the current work room to the administrative lobby, two
new work stations have been created. This allows our administrative staff and volunteers to work
efficiently while also sharpening the professional look of our administrative wing.

We celebrate the blessing of being able to invest our resources into making our building
safer, drier, more stable, more comfortable, and more beautiful. If you have any questions about
any of the projects discussed here or about the work of the Capital Projects Team, please talk with
Chris Martoglio (Capital Projects Chair), Jim Watson (Finance Chair), or Pastor Kyrmen. They
will be delighted to answer your questions or connect you to people who can!

Worship Leaders Needed

Volunteers of any age are welcome, including children and youth. Whether you’ve performed in
front of thousands or have never spoken into a microphone, you are welcome to lead!
Sign up for an August, September, or October date here:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0548 A5 AE29 ABFECG61-60884470-fccworship#
OR, you may call the office and have Pete sign you up!

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

First
Christian
?Church

(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

SHARING THE INCLUSIVE LOVE OF CHRIST
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Welcome New Members!
On Sunday, August 9, FCC welcomed five new members! We are so pleased that these individuals
have chosen to make FCC their faith community, and we are grateful for the gifts they bring.

Matt & Rachel Gargiulo
Matt and Rachel Gargiulo are grateful to officially transfer their membership to
First Christian Church. They are the proud parents of Charlotte (13), Elizabeth
(11), and Gia (3). They have lived in the Ellettsville area since 2019. The Gargiu-
B los enjoy planning family vacations, hiking at state parks, and taking walks with
their dog, Pippa (a Shih Tzu and Bichon Frise mix).
{ ' Matt and Rachel met while attending Olivet Nazarene University and serving to-
¥ a octher on a mission trip to West Africa. Rachel earned her B.S. in Elementary
| ! Education in 2011, and Matt completed the same degree in 2013. Married in
2012, they have served in a variety of roles in three Nazarene congregations across central Indiana.
Since March 2026, Matt has served part-time as FCC’s Associate Pastor; he also works full-time as
VP of Finance for the Boys & Gitls Clubs of Bloomington. Rachel serves as a LLead Administrative
Assistant with MCCSC, supporting Special Education Services across the district. Previously, she
was an elementary teacher, preschool teacher, and daycare director. At FCC, Rachel has joined the
Community Connections Team, helping support community events such as Taste of Bloomington
and Pridefest.
Lizzie and Justin Keathley
Justin and Lizzie are from the west side of Indianapolis and moved to Bloomington in 2022. Justin
currently works for Novo Nordisk as an engineer. Lizzie works as a Home and
Community-Based Service Medicaid Waiver case manager. In their free time they
enjoy hiking, being outdoors, and spending time with their pets. Both grew up in
! the Christian faith but began a journey of rediscovering what it meant for them
B back in 2019. Since moving to Bloomington they have been on a journey to find a
£ church community. They started attending FCC back in December and really saw
Christ’s love at work through the congregation. Throughout their Sunday visits,
they felt God calling them to get involved and be a part of the community. Justin
and lez1e are frequent volunteers at the Welcome Table Breakfast. They are grateful to be at FCC
and look forward to fellowshipping and serving with everyone!

Chad Owens

Chad has lived in Bloomington since he was a teen. He is a nature-lover, finding peace and cen-
teredness outdoors, particularly in the woods. Birdwatching and star-gazing are
favorite pastimes. Chad has been worshiping at FCC for the past several years.
He participates regularly in the Considering the Sermon Scripture class and re-

i cently volunteered with our hospitality ministry at Taste of Bloomington. Chad is
looking forward to finding more ways to connect with the church, particularly as a
- volunteer.
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Much fun and many good times were had at FCC’s
2026 All-Church Picnic! For the record, our pie

contest winners were:

1st place: Holly Biddle, mixed fruit pie
2nd place: Nick Mitchell, peanut butter pie
3rd place: Laurie Counsel, pear pie
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The Associate’s Angle
Back to School, Back to Belonging

As backpacks fill with fresh notebooks and students step into new be-
ginnings, I’'m reminded that back-to-school season is never just about class-
rooms. It’s about formation, community, and the sacred rhythm of returning;
returning to learning, returning to one another, returning to the God who keeps
shaping us in love. Here at First Christian Church, that rhythm is alive and well.

A Season of Formation and Hope

Our children and youth are stepping into new grades, new friendships, and new questions.
Pastor Kyrmen’s “Good News in Old Stories” sermon series and our adult classes continue exploz-
ing Scripture and what it means to follow Jesus today. FCC understands that following Jesus is not
simply about learning information; it is about transformation. It is about helping people of all ages
discover that they are beloved, capable, and called. It is about creating spaces where curiosity is
welcomed, questions are honored, and faith is nurtured with gentleness and courage.

Grateful for Ministries of Public Witness

The month of August brings two community events on Kirkwood Avenue: Taste of
Bloomington and Pridefest. These events allow us to stand in the heart of our city and embody the
welcome we proclaim every Sunday.

For me, this is the first year I can fully support some of these events - and I am grateful.
Our neighbors need our witness. Our community needs to see Christ-followers who lead with
compassion, humility, and joy. In a time when some voices attempt to narrow the Gospel into fear,
exclusion, or political identity, we have the chance to show a different way: Jesus’ way of welcome,
courage, and love.

FCC has long been a congregation where people from all walks of life find belonging:
families, college students, retirees, blue-collar workers, professors, unhoused neighbors, LGBTQ+
siblings, seekers, doubters, and everyone in between. These community events give us the chance
to say publicly what we already live privately: all are welcome, all are loved, all are neighbors.

A Reflection

I recently finished reading a popular work of fiction entitled Theo of Golden by Allen Levi.
I've been struck by its themes of radical generosity and belonging, as well as its portrayal of the
ministry of presence.

The book paints a world where people are invited to bring their whole selves - ques-
tions, wounds, hopes, and all - and discover that they are loved not because they are flawless,
but because they are human. And that is what I see each week at FCC.

Here, people who might never cross paths elsewhere share pews, prayers, and com-
munion. Here, neighbors with different backgrounds, identities, and stories discover that they
are part of something bigger than themselves. Here, the welcome of Christ is lived.

(cont’d on pg. 10)
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(Lhe Associate’s Angle cont’d. from pg. 9)
The church at its best is not a social club or a classroom. It is a place where God’s love
becomes visible in the way we treat one another.
A Prayer for New Seasons
May God bless our students with courage, curiosity, and joy.
May God bless our teachers with patience, creativity, and strength.
May God bless our ministries with vision, compassion, and hope.

And may God bless this congregation as we continue to walk in the way of Jesus: rooted
in love, open to all, and ready to serve.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Matt Gargiulo

matt@fccbloomington.org
(812) 929-6684

Welcome FCC’s Newest Staff Member
Christi Blahnik joins FCC’s staff as Worship Leader for the Upper Room! Christi will be
the primary musician for this new worship experience, leading participants
in singing contemporary music across a variety of genres.

Christi is a Doctor of Music student in Wind Conducting at Indi-
ana University Jacobs School of Music. She holds a Master of Music De-
gree in Wind Band Conducting from the University of Michigan, as well as
degrees in Music Education and Clarinet Performance from Duquesne
University. Most recently, she served as Director of Bands at Siena Heights
University in Adrian, Michigan. Prior to her graduate studies, Christi taught
High School Band and Choir in Northern Nevada.

Music and ministry have been central parts of Christi’s life for
many years. She has served as the director of music, piano accompanist,
worship leader, and instrumentalist in churches throughout her life. She believes that music is a
powerful way to bring people together and draw us closer to God.

Christi is passionate about creating worship experiences that are joyful, meaningful, and
welcoming to all. She is excited to share her love of music and faith with the church community
and is grateful for the opportunity to serve through worship and contribute to the growth of the
Upper Room worship service.

In Our Prayers...
We continue our prayers for Jason Bartley who remains in the ICU at IU Health
Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis.

We continue our prayers for Allen Rea, Pastor Kyrmen’s dad, who is receiving
hospice care.
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

09/01 |Lois West 7784 Creekwood Dr. SE Alto MI (49302
09/02  |Mike Donham 5900 N. Maple Grove Rd. Bloomington [IN 47404
09/05  [Shelly Wagner 2260 S. Olde Mill Drive Bloomington |[IN 47401
09/06  Susan Levett 3211 E. Moores Pike #324 Bloomington |[IN 47401
09/08 Debbie White 1006 S. Hill Court Bloomington |[IN 47401
09/12  |Lucas Trulock 2807 N. Blue Slopes Dr. Bloomington [IN 47408
09/13  |Sue Fettchen- 2604 E. Windermere Woods Dr. |Bloomington [IN 47401
09/15 |Amy Wardlow |614 W. Association St. Ellettsville  |IN 47429
09/16 |Marcia Boyle 3816 Pepperchase Court Bloomington [IN 47408
09/17 |Sharon Robinson 7801 N. Sipes Rd. Bloomington [IN (47401
09/22  [John Walsh 3006 S. Olcott Blvd. Bloomington [IN 47401
09/22  |Pacer Norris 3194 N. Dahlia Lane Bloomington [IN 47404
09/22  |Andre Deloney 301 N. Pete Ellis Drive Bloomington [IN 47408
09/24  |Bob Thrasher 2627 E. Windermere Woods Dr. Bloomington [IN 47401
09/24  Joan Austin 3040 N. Ramble Road West Bloomington [IN 47408
09/25 [Kip Myers 4813 N. Ashcroft Ln. Bloomington [IN 47404
09/25 Kate Myers 4813 N. Ashcroft Ln. Bloomington [IN 47404
09/25 |Donna Ray 2001 E. Hillside Dr., Stier Park |Bloomington [IN 47401
Ha
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