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Building the Realm Capital Campaign Officially Closes

V7

BU I LDING Wildly successful! Is how I would describe our capital campaign
the REALM that officially came to an end in October. As chair of the
campaign team, I humbly thank each and every one of you who contributed

to this cause! Many of you not only contributed with a financial gift, but you also lent your time and
talents to serving on the campaign team, or as a gift ambassador, or helped with preparations for our
opening kick-off event last May 4th or for our closing celebration on October 19th—or anywhere in
between. The list of folks is too long to print here, but believe me, we owe a debt of gratitude to a
whole lot of people!

First Christian Church is clearly cherished and its many important ministries are strongly
embraced by you—our current membership, by our Bloomington community, by the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Indiana, by Sacred Places Indiana and the Lilly Endowment, and by
many former members and supporters who no longer live in Bloomington but remain attached to
FCC through prior engagement and true affection.

Here are the giving statistics, broken down by the various components of the campaign:

Grants Awarded

Sacred Places Indiana (Lilly Endowment): $250,000
Center for Congregations: $16,000

Old National Bank Foundation: $15,000

Smithville Charitable Foundation: $5,000

Total Grants: $286,000

(continued on page 5)
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The Minister’s Missive

Rejoice in the Lord Always!

Dear Church,

Elsewhere in this edition of The Christian Visitor, you will find a promotion for the
commemorative Christmas ornament which our Faith Formation team is selling as a fundraiser this season.
Haley, our Interim Director of Faith Formation, created this design at my request. The front of the
ornament shows a church on fire with the words “First Christian Church 2025.” The back shares the message
“Rejoice in the Lord always!”

Some of you will chuckle at this design, and I fear a few of you may find it in poor taste. But I could
think of no more powerful message to share this holiday season. The past few weeks have been challenging
for me and for our staff, to say the least. With our administrative area empty and gutted, we are making do
with temporary work spaces. Oftentimes the tools we have relied upon to do our work cannot be located as
the item we seek is packed away in a box in a stack of boxes several layers thick and deep. The comforts that
have made our workspaces homey and pleasant are gone. Until just today, the building has been without
heat. The alley was closed while masonry work was conducted, so there were no convenient parking
options. In a season of hauling stuff back and forth from FCC to Fairview and from home office to church
office, this as been more than inconvenient. The regular, enjoyable interactions that happen when
congregants stop by has all but died while our building is closed. I will be honest—it’s been a depressing
work environment.

But still, God has been showing up. God has been showing up in our Office Assistant, Eve, who has,
without complaint, worked extra hours to get us through this tough season, even coming in the Saturday
after the fire to make sure we had what we needed for worship. God has been showing up in our new Office
Manager, Pete, who is starting a new job in far-from-ideal conditions, but tackles every task with calmness
and a smile. God has been showing up in Tim, our Treasurer, who has the most labor-intensive volunteer
job in our church, yet who is also serving on our Fire Restoration Task Force and acting as the point person
for conversations with our insurance agent and our restoration vendors. God has been showing up in Shayla,
our Interim Director of Music, who has had to be incredibly adaptable at every turn as she has stepped into
the role of leading our music program. God has been showing up in the Deacons who arrive at Fairview
carly to set up and who then stay late to clean up. God has been showing up in Micah, our Technical
Director, who is getting more on-the-job problem-solving experience than he bargained for. God has been
showing up in Tiffani, a member of our Outreach Team, who has been ordering groceries and putting
together 100 sack meals in her home every week for the Welcome Table breakfast.

[ have surely left out the names of people who are stepping up in big and small ways to serve
Christ in this challenging season. Whether named or unnamed, they have given me reason to rejoice!

(Cont. on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

Even on long, cold, gray days in an unheated church nursery, God has continued to bless our
congregation by inspiring in us the desire to bless our neighbors through the sharing of compassion. How
blessed are we, FCC! Rejoice in the Lord indeed!

So church, the challenges are far from over, and this is what I have to say to you:

Rejoice in the Lord when worship starts an hour later than our typical Sunday schedule!

Rejoice in the Lord when you get sick and tired of weekly set up and tear down as we worship in the Great
Hall!

Rejoice in the Lord when the location of your small group meeting is changed yet again!

Rejoice in the Lord when whatever item it is you are trying to locate in the church seems to have gone
missing!

Rejoice in the Lord when Christmas Eve services in the Great Hall feel different than they do in the
sanctuary!

Rejoice in the Lord—ALWAYS!

[ pray that 2025, the year we will likely remember as “the year of the fire,” will also be
remembered as the year we learned with new depth what it means to Rejoice in the Lord always!

Shalom,

Pastor Kyrmen

New Staff Minute
Pete Kinkel-Schuster, Office Manager

Hi!l 'm Pete Kinkel-Schuster, the new Office Manager at FCC. My family and I moved to
Bloomington in August after my wife accepted a position at CAPS in IU’s Student Health Center. Megan
and I have a two year old son, Rory, and three dogs—the combination of which keeps us plenty busy! In my
spare time I love spending time with my family, reading, listening to records, watching TV/movies,
cooking and making music. I'm excited and grateful to bepart of the staff at FCC. As the building gradually
gets cleaned and re-opened, I look forward to putting faces to all the names I am learning! In the meantime,
if I can be of help in any way, please don’t hesitate to give me a call or an email, or just drop by our
temporary office space in the workroom across from the restrooms. I'm still getting my legs under me in
many ways, but I'm here and ready with a willing spirit!

Advent Devotionals

Advent begins Sunday, November 30! To nurture you through the Advent Season, FCC has purchased
copies of an Advent devotional, Grounded in Grace: Advent Reflections on Connection, Persistence and Enduring
Love. Please plan to pick up a copy for your family at worship beginning Sunday, November 16. Please call
the office if you need to arrange a time to stop by and get one.
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Welcome Table Breakfast Update

Our Welcome Table Breakfast will continue to hand out sack meals outside the Washingon
Street entrance through Sunday, November 23. Thank you to the volunteers who have stepped up to
distribute food, and a special thank you to Tiffani Sinn Trulock for managing food purchases and meal
assembly at her home!

Beginning November 30, the Welcome Table will move back to Great Hall, serving on
Sundays from 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. FCC’s Outreach Team (Lynae Michell, Martha Sullivan, and Tiffani
Sinn Trulock) are making plans to coordinate this meal while we continue to operate without a
Director of Outreach. Volunteers are needed! Are you interested in placing food orders, picking up
food or receiving deliveries, or putting food away at FCC? Are you able to serve on Sunday mornings
setting up breakfast, replenishing food supplies, washing dishes, wiping tables, or visiting with guests?
A system for volunteer sign-up is in development, but in the meantime, if you want to get involved

with the Welcome Table, please contact Pastor Kyrmen (pastorkyrmen(@gmail.com or 317-408-
9782).

If you want to support the Welcome Table but are unable to provide hands-on help, your
donations are appreciated. Until we are back in the building, monetary donations are best and can be
made by writing “Welcome Table” on the memo line of your check or by making a contribution
through our website. Once we are back at FCC, food donations will once again be welcome—we’ll
distribute a list of needed items at that time.

Thank you for your support of this vital ministry of FCC!

Sunday Weekly Schedule

Until we return to our building on November 30 and transition our worship to the Great Hall, please
plan to gather each week at Fairview United Methodist Church (600 W. 6" St.). Times and locations are
as follows:

9:00 a.m.

Choir rehearsal in the sanctuary

Emmaus Interpreters group (downstairs lounge)

10:00 a.m.
Worship in the sanctuary, including children’s prayground
11:15 a.m. (or after worship)
Considering the Sermon Scripture group (downstairs lounge)
Sharing Table group (downstairs fellowship hall)
We will need to vacate the Fairview building by 12:30 p.m.
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In Our Prayers...

Eric Thrasher, son of Bob Thrasher, who suffered a brain aneurysm at his home in San Diego.
Eric remains hospitalized and his prognosis is unknown.

We offer sympathy and prayers to Holly Biddle and family upon the death of Holly’s sister,
Sharon Deatz, on Sunday, November 2. Cards and notes may be sent to 9456 N. Ingram
Rd., Solsberry, Indiana, 47459.

(continued from page 1)

Pledges and Gifts

Advanced Phase: 47 out of 54 pledged for a response rate of 87%; plus one employer match; amount
pledged: $457,880

Congregational Phase: 18 out of 60 pledged for a response rate of 30%; amount pledged: $39,452
Mailing Phase: 3 out of 33 pledged for a response rate of 9%; amount pledged: $475

External Phase: 9 out of 37 pledged for a response rate of 24%; amount pledged: $13, 850

Total Pledged: $511, 657

GRAND TOTAL: $797,657

This campaign was a long time in the making, but we finally prevailed—and prevailed in a BIG WAY;
a way that overwhelmingly affirms the life-saving work at First Christian Church in Bloomington, IN.
Rest assured: the work we began this summer (regarding the 12 priority projects identified in he
campaign) remains ongoing, despite the fire and the clean-up related to that incident. I am happy to
report that:

*Both new boilers are in place and HEAT is now flowing through the building!
*Scaffolding is up in the choir loft and Wells Masonry is Working to address both the

structural integrity and the cosmetic appearance of the crack above the archway into the
loft.
*The project to install an ADA-compliant door off the north alley into the Chapel Gathering

Space will begin soon.

We have much to be thankful for this harvest season! Let us praise God for the generosity manifested
through this campaign. Our historic, beloved, sacred church building is finally going to receive the
TLC it so desperately needs. We, then, must be ready to carry on with our mission—to share the love
of Christ, through serving, welcoming, learning and offering spiritual connection—with compassion,

commitment, and vigor. Let us go forward then, and help Build God’s Realm!
It was truly an honor to serve on this campaign!

Betsy Watson, Building the Realm Campaign Chair
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Worship Update

FCC will continue holding its Sunday morning service at 10:00 a.m. at Fairview United
Methodist Church through November 23. We are so appreciative of our friends at Fairview for their
hospitality!

Beginning Sunday, November 30, our worship will move to FCC’s Great Hall at 11:00 a.m. We are
so excited to get back home! Here is how the Sunday morning schedule will look:

8:00 to 9:30 a.m.— Welcome Table Breakfast in Great Hall
9:30 to 10:00 a.m.—Welcome Table clean-up
10:00 a.m.—Sanctuary Choir rehearsal in the choir room
Emmaus Interpreters Group (location TBD)
Worship set-up in the Great Hall (VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!)
11:00 a.m. — Worship in the Great Hall
12:15 p.m. — Worship tear-down in the Great Hall (VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!)
Sharing Table Discussion Group (location TBD)
Considering the Sermon Scripture Group (location TBD)

Assistance will be needed each Sunday to get the Great Hall set up for worship and then to put
everything away. You can sign up to help one Sunday or every Sunday. Please sign up at this link (or
you may call he church office and Pete will sign you up!):

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0548A5AE29ABFEC61-60137210-great
2025 Christmas Ornament Pre-Order

Rejoice in the

Lord Always!
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11/15 Sara Dailey Munoz 4363 W. Gifford Rd. Bloomington IN 47403
11/17 Rhonda  Trippel 1497 E. Commander Ct.  Bloomington IN 47401
11/17 Maya Norris 3194 N. Dahlia Lane Bloomington IN 47404
11/17  Joanie Breeden 3808 Woods Edge Bend Bloomington IN 47401
11/18 Lilah Knepper 3918 S. Woods Edge Bend Bloomington IN 47401
11/25 Wren Humphrey 900 S. Grant St. Bloomington IN 47401
11/25 Mark Knepper 3918 S. Woods Edge Bend Bloomington IN 47401
11/26  Jenn Richards 1651 W. Dove Drive Bloomington IN 47403
12/01  Connie  Daugherty 4412 N. Hillview Drive Bloomington IN 47408
12/04  Evelyn Butler 2414 E. Fifth Street Bloomington IN 47408
12/04 Maria Lee 3421 W. Tyler Lane Bloomington IN 47403
12/05 Elma Jessen 3632 W. Indian Creck Dr.  Bloomington IN 47403
12/09 Parker Trulock 2807 N. Blue Slopes Dr. Bloomington IN 47408
12/11  Thomas Thompson 2430 Arlington Rd. Bloomington IN 47404
12/14 Noah Knepper 3918 S. Woods Edge Bend Bloomington IN 47401
12/16  Jennifer Fettchenhauer 5337 E. State Rd. 46 Bloomington IN 47401

Please let us know yfwe have ]gﬁ anyone oﬁ[gfthe birthday Iist!

While You Were Out

On October 5, our table was dressed in interna-

tional fabric to celebrate World Communion Sun-
day. Although we couldn’t worship in our sanctu-
ary, we remember our siblings in Christ who join
us in receiving Communion throughout the year.

New Office Hours Have Begun
Beginning Monday, November 3, FCC’s office hours have changed to Monday through Thursday from
9:00 am to 4:00 pm. The office will be closed for lunch from 12:15 to 1:00 daily.
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@,, Dreaming God's Dream

/ NO GIFY TOO SMALL, NO DRFAM TOO BIG.

Commitment Season continues as we contemplate
each Sunday what it means for FCC to “Dream
God’s Dream.” All are invited and encouraged to
eview the narrative and line-by-line budgets and to
share in the excitement of our ministry plans for

2026! If it hasn’t arrived in your mailbox yet, a

ledge card is coming to you soon! Please

prayerfully consider your financial commitment to

FCC for 2026 and spend some time in prayer before

you fill out your pledge card.

On Sunday, Nov. 23, please plan to bring your

pledge card with you to worship at Fairview UMC.

You will be invited to present your card during
orship as we dedicate our commitments to do the
inistry of Christ through FCC in 2026!

Scripture Readings
For Sunday Worship

November 16
Isaiah 65:17-25

November 23
Luke 9:10-17 (CEB)

November 30
Hanging of the Greens

December 7




