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Diapers for Baby Jesus  
At our Christmas Eve services, we will be collecting diapers for 
families in need in our community. Your contributions will be 
distributed by Tandem Birth Center, which serves as our local 
facilitator of the Hoosier Diaper Program. Greatest needs are dia-
pers in size 5 and larger, pull-ups in all sizes, and unscented baby 
wipes. Remember, when we clothe the least of these, we clothe 
Christ himself! 

Welcome Guest 
Preacher Rev. Phil 
Amerson on Dec. 14! 
Philip A. Amerson is presi-
dent emeritus of Garrett-
Evangelical Theological 
Seminary in Evanston, Il-
linos. Along with teaching 
in several settings, including 
Christian Theological Semi-
nary, he has served pastor-
ates in Indiana, California, 
and Colorado. Phil offers a 
weekly podcast and news-
letter at his website:  
belongingexchange.org 
 

(Disciples of Christ) 
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Dear Church, 
 What a season our FCC community is journeying through! It’s been a year of soaring victories 
as well as difficult challenges. Not only did we complete a capital campaign raising almost 25% more 
than our goal, we also received a sizeable grant to launch us in addressing some exciting capital projects! 
After many years of deferring needs, our building is being strengthened, repaired, and improved! 
We’ve enjoyed great relationships with community partners as we continue to extend the use of our 
building, and we’ve deepened our commitment to ministries with our neighbors in deep poverty. 
Church members are engaged, our community has been growing, and the love of Christ has been 
flowing from 205 E. Kirkwood. 2025 has brought us many gifts! 
 In the midst of so much blessing, we’ve faced some tremendous challenges this year, too. 
We’ve had nine people leave staff positions at FCC since May (yes, it really is nine: youth director, tech 
director, music director, associate pastor, organist, interim outreach director, executive administrator, 
and two community engagement partners.) While some wonderful folks have joined our staff team, 
they are still new and learning the ropes, and some of those staff positions remain unfilled. Then, on 
October 1, a fire damaged our building, and we are learning that the road back is one which demands 
patience and perseverance.  
 The Spirit has, no doubt, been with us every step of the way. I am so grateful for the 
commitment of our church leaders, the adaptability of our staff, and the faithfulness of our 
congregation. I feel confident that we WILL have an amazing, full staff team as well as an even clearer 
understanding of the purpose of our building. But at the moment, I must make a confession: I am tired. 
It has been a heavy year, and the reality is that there are still miles to go to complete the fire restoration, 
fill the vacant staff positions, and train a newly assembled professional ministry team. 
 In an effort to lighten the load a bit, I have asked the Board to support me in temporarily off-
loading some preaching responsibilities, and they readily agreed to do so. For the winter, I am 
endeavoring to schedule myself to preach fifty percent of the time. For the other fifty percent of Sunday 
mornings, I am engaging excellent, though-provoking preachers to inspire you! We already have a 
couple of terrific speakers lined up and dates are being finalized for more. 
 A strange phenomenon often occurs in churches on Sundays when the senior minister does not 
preach: attendance tends to go down. Church, I want to ask you to trust me to bring you speakers 
worth showing up for! My prayer is that this winter project will not only bless me by reducing my labor 
a bit, but that it will also bless you as you receive the gift of hearing a variety of voices.  
          (Cont. on page 3) 
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Decorate FCC with Christmas Poinsettias 
while Honoring and Remembering Loved Ones 

                  Our Christmas Eve decorations will be extra special with the addition of poinsettias!  
                You can honor or remember a loved one by purchasing a poinsettia to support FCC’s 
Permanent Fund.  
    If you would like to participate, just fill out the order card in this newsletter or in your bulletin at 
Sunday worship. Include the form with a check to FCC for $15 with “poinsettia” in the memo line. You 
can also to contribute to the Permanent Fund without purchasing a poinsettia. Please still fill out the 
form so that we will know who you are honoring or remembering with your gift. The deadline to 
order poinsettias or make a donation is Wed., Dec. 17th. Poinsettias can be taken home following 
Christmas Eve services.  

(Continued from page 2) 
 

 Please welcome the gift of diverse perspectives, a multiplicity of experiences, and an assortment of 
styles. Let’s embrace this season as an opportunity to grow! 
 I thank you in advance for showing up no matter who is preaching and for demonstrating to our 
guests your appreciation as we receive them with warm hospitality. I look forward to joining you in 
hearing their inspiring messages. May we be open to receive the Spirit each time we gather to worship! 
  
Advent shalom! 
 
 
Pastor Kyrmen 
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Pack the Pickup  
This Sunday, Dec. 14, all are invited to bring non
-perishable food donations for Pathways 
(formerly MCUM) as we Pack the Pickup after 
worship! Join us in loving our neighbors!  

Christmas Ornaments 
Our 2025 commemorative FCC Christmas orna-
ments have arrived! If you pre-ordered, please 
plan to pick up before or after worship this Sun-
day. Ornaments will also be available for purchase!  

Support the Christmas Special Offering 
 

The Christmas Offering supports regional minis-
tries. In 31 regions across the United States and Can-
ada, ministers are nurtured and congregations are pro-
vided opportunities for work and worship. Often rec-
ognized for the ministries of camps and conferences, 
regions also play a critical role in the preparation and 
authorization of ministerial ordination.  Please con-
sider supporting this important Disciples ministry! 
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Staff Christmas Gifts!    
Advent greetings! 
  
 As you may recall, it is customary at this time of the year to remind everyone of how very 
much our FCC staff means to each one of us and to FCC at large. 2025 has been a remarkable year in 
many ways—but it’s also been a challenging one.  
 Early in 2025 we launched a capital campaign. As the year progressed, we faced the loss of 
multiple staff people: Youth Director, Associate Minister, Choir Director, Office Administrative 
Executive. Then on October 1st our church caught on fire and was damaged more than we initially 
realized. In and around all of these happenings there was Lent, Easter, General Assembly, closing the 
capital campaign, the annual stewardship campaign—not to mention pastoral calls, funerals, and 
weddings. 
 Pastor Kyrmen and the current staff deserve our deepest appreciation for ALL their hard 
work that has kept our church thriving, nimble, and adaptive during these past 12 months. They 
haven’t missed a beat! 
 I urge you to join me in showing your gratitude to our FCC staff by making a special 
contribution to our staff this Christmas season. The easiest way to do this is to write a check and in 
the memo line, write: STAFF GIFT. Contributions may be placed in the offering tray during Sunday 
worship or mailed to the church office at 205 E. Kirkwood Avenue, Bloomington, IN 47408. The 
sum total of these financial gifts will be shared among them at the end of the year. 
 It’s been a wonderful, wild, and extraordinary year all wrapped into one. Indeed, we are 
blessed to have a tremendous pastor and a dedicated staff who are all hard-working and 
compassionate people. Let’s show them that we care! 
 
 
Thank you, 
 

Betsy Watson 
 

Moderator 

 

Online Giving at FCC 
 

FCC is making some changes to make online giving easier for you as well as for our finance 
volunteers. Our new Online Giving Platform goes live January 1, 2026! 
Easily view your contributions and manage your giving—all in one place. 

More information coming soon! 
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In Our Prayers…  
 

   We continue our prayers for Eric Thrasher, son of Bob Thrasher, as he continues his 
rehabilitation following a brain aneurysm.  

Dear FCC friends, 
 

 Advent greetings to you as we prepare for the birth of Jesus! Much as I imagine Mary’s 
anxiety of the unknown as she neared the time for her baby to be born, this has been a season of 
unknowns at First Christian Church. 
 When will we be able to be back in our sanctuary for worship? Will we be able to safely 
accommodate our Welcome Table guests and make everything run smoothly for worship? How do 
we accommodate our worship and musical needs in the tight space of the Great Hall? Will there be 
enough room for everyone who comes for Christmas Eve services?  Will Pastor Kyrmen accidentally 
light her hair on fire with an Advent candle??? 
 These are questions on many of our minds, not even considering the many safety nets and 
programs being dismantled in this age of the rich and powerful grabbing towards more, more, more. 
There is room for grief and anxiety as we note how our lives have been disrupted by the literal and 
metaphorical fire of this year, as well as the subtle ways in which things don’t feel quite right. There 
is also room for anticipation, gentle optimism, and excitement as we look to a season in which “the 
way things are is not the way they always will be”!  
 This past week, I watched the livestream to my undergraduate institution’s holiday program, 
Christmas at Luther. The theme was “Fling Wide the Door.” The readings and exquisite musical 
selections not only made room for the door to be opened for Jesus’s coming to earth as a baby; they 
also made room for all peoples to be welcomed into the metaphorical house we have built as 
disciples of Jesus. All are welcome: the immigrant, the stranger, the queer, those with disabilities, 
those who fit in, and those who don’t; you, and me; everyone.  
 In this exceptional season, there is also room for different practices and traditions. On 
Christmas Eve, we will have three services instead of two. The choir will not sing their usual 
concert, but they will be singing carols, welcoming anyone who wishes to sing with them. We will 
still read the scriptures surrounding the birth in Bethlehem; we will still sing those carols and songs 
that warm our hearts; we will still come together to offer ourselves in love of the One who first 
loved us. 
 Fling wide the door, for we know that “the way things are is not the way they always will 
be.” This is true of our church building, but more importantly, it is true of this world. Keep working 
for the realm. 
 

Blessings, 
Shayla Van Hal, Interim Music Director/Organist 



  Page 6             The Christian Visitor 

 

 

Worship Schedule Update 
 

         We are back at FCC!! 
 

*8:00 to 9:30 am: Welcome Table Breakfast in Great Hall 
*9:30 to 10:00 am: Welcome Table clean-up 
*10:00 am: Sanctuary Choir rehearsal in the choir room 
            Emmaus Interpreters Group (in Campbellite Room) 
            Worship set-up in the Great Hall (VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!) 
*11:00 am: Worship in the Great Hall 
*12:15 pm: Sharing Table Discussion Group (in Great Hall) 
        Considering the Sermon Scripture Group (in Campbellite Room) 

How Do I Get Into the Building? 
For the time being, the only entry into the 
building is through the Washington St. 
door. Please do not enter through the sanctuary 
as that area is not safe for foot-traffic while res-
toration work is in progress. 
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DECEMBER/EARLY JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday list! 

New Office Hours Have Begun 
As of Monday, November 3, FCC’s office hours have changed: we are open Monday through 
Thursday from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. The office will be closed for lunch from 12:15 to 1:00 daily.  

12/11 Thomas Thompson 2430 Arlington Rd. Bloomington IN 47404 
12/14 Noah Knepper 3918 S. Woods Edge Bend Bloomington IN 47401 
12/16 Jennifer Fettchenhauer 5337 E. State Rd. 46 Bloomington IN 47401 
12/20 John Adams 3911 W. Maybury Mall 

#B19 
Bloomington IN 47403 

12/21 Jean Thompson Redbud Hills, 3211 E. 
Moores Pike Apt. 305 

Bloomington IN 47401 

12/25 Marc Wagner 2260 S. Olde Mill Drive Bloomington IN 47401 
12/27 Tiara Abraham 3429 S. Kennedy Dr. Bloomington IN 47401 
12/28 Chuck Jones 2615 E. Second St., Apt. 5 Bloomington IN 47401 
12/29 Gerry Miller 2455 N. Tamarack Trail, 

Apt. 130 
Bloomington IN 47408 

01/03 Jim Berkey 1600 N. Willis Dr., #25 Bloomington IN 47404 
01/08 Audrey Fletcher 903 W. Association St. Ellettsville IN 47429 
01/09 Kathy Deckard 1813 E. Arden Drive Bloomington IN 47401 
01/09 Taji Abraham 3429 S. Kennedy Dr. Bloomington IN 47401 
01/11 Chip Welch 930 W. Second Street Bloomington IN 47403 
01/14 Loretta Orr 1105 E. Regency Dr. Bloomington IN 47401 
01/22 Kyrmen Rea 1212 W. Acacia Ct. Bloomington IN 47404 

Wanted: Worship Leaders! 
Every Sunday, a volunteer assists with worship by leading the Call to Worship and reading the first 
Scripture text. Whether you are a seasoned public speaker or have never stood in front of a micro-
phone, you are invited to serve! Worship leaders receive a complete script of the worship service in 
advance of the Sundays on which they are scheduled, so you will be provided with what you need to 
be prepared. We are currently scheduling worship leaders through March. Please have a look at the 
dates that are still available and sign up to be a worship leader: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10C0548A5AE29ABFEC61-60884470-fccworship#/ 
If you need assistance, please call the church office. Pete will be glad to help you! 
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Scripture Readings 
For Sunday Worship 

 

December 14 
 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
Mathew 11:2-11 

 

December 21 
 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 

December 28 
A Service of Carols & Stories 

 

January 4 
Isaiah 60:1-6 (CEB) 

Matthew 2:1-12 (CEB) 
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