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FCC Welcomes Guest Preachets:

In This Issue...

FCC is honored to welcome these talented guest preachers
to our pulpit in the coming weeks: o Minister’s Missive (pg. 2)

January 25: Dr. Robert Saler, Associate Professor of The-
ology and Culture at Christian Theological Seminary. o Book Study Coming Soon (pg. 3)

February 8: Dr. Francisco Lozada, Jr., Professor of New
Testament Studies and Vice President of Academic Affairs
and Dean of the Faculty at Christian Theological Semi-

nary. o Ash Wednesday—Save the Date
February 15: Reverend Grace Kozak, Director of Immi- (pg. 6)
grant and Refugee Response at Week of Compassion.

o Welcome Table V olunteers
Needed (pg. 5)

o Worship Leaders Wanted! (pg. 7)

Exciting Opportunity for Our Youth!

We’re thrilled to offer an opportunity for our youth that promises fun, fellowship,
and spiritual growth! The church will cover costs for youth to attend the Indiana Disci-
ples Winter Youth Retreat, happening February 13—15 at Camp Bedford.

This retreat is a full weekend of games, worship, and connection with youth
groups from across the state. Camp Bedford’s winterized cabins ensure a cozy stay, and I’ll
be attending with the group. We’ll leave Bloomington at 6 PM on February 13 and return
around noon on February 15. Parents are welcome to drop off and pick up their youth,
and I highly recommend visiting Camp Bedford in the winter—it’s beautiful!

If your youth is interested, please reach out to me via email at faithforma-
tion@fccbloomington.org by January 25 so we have time to register and atrange chapet-
ones. Friends are welcome too, though their costs ($100) may not be covered depending
on the number of applicants.

Questions? Comments? Concerns? I’'m happy to chat!
-Haley Norris, Interim Director of Faith Formation
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The Minister’s Missive

Praying for Patience

Dear Chutch, “

Alright, I would like to ask for the guilty party in our church to ‘fess up. Someone must have
prayed for patience! Unfortunately, the only way to develop this virtue is to confront challenges that
require its exercise, and FCC is encountering more than its share!

As we continue to hold our worship services in the Great Hall on Sundays, many of you
have been asking when we will return to the sanctuary. The simple answer is: I really don’t know.
FCC’s Fire Restoration Task Force is facing some big decisions about how best to proceed with the
sanctuary cleaning. There is some uncertainty about soot levels in the arches in our ceiling and other
cavities in which soot may have been trapped. In cooperation with our insurance adjuster, the team is
currently gathering data and seeking expert guidance so that a sound, safe solution may be pursued.
The Task Force is staying in communication with FCC’s Board, and you should be assured that all
are committed to a decision-making process that is as transparent as possible.

We do not know how long we will be worshiping in the Great Hall. Some progress is being
made toward beginning construction to repair the administrative wing, but we do not know when
that project will be completed. We do not know when we will be able to bring all the groups who use
our building back on-site. It’s a lot of uncertainty which must be met with a lot of patience.

As we practice patience together, here are a few things I’d like to ask of you:

First, if you are feeling out of the loop or like you don’t know what’s going on with our fire
recovery process (or with anything church-related), please make sure you are reading the printed and
electronic communications that are offered to you and also that you are listening to the
announcements on Sunday mornings. And if you still feel left out, please come and talk to me or to a
member of our Board. FCC’s leaders are truly endeavoring to hold all discussions and make all
decisions in the clear light of day — there are no back-room discussions being held. But with so many
details flying around, its possible that something won’t be communicated as cleatly as it could be. So,
tell us if there is something you need to know!

Second, keep up the financial commitments you have made to the church. If you pledged to
the 2025 operating budget, please be sure that you fulfilled your commitment. If you pledged to the
2026 operating budget, please follow through on that promise. If you did not pledge to the 2026
operating budget, it is not too late to do so. Please contact the church office so we can put you in
touch with a financial secretary. If you made a commitment to the Building the Realm capital
campaign, know that the capital projects we had planned are in process even as you read this! The
funds you committed for repairs and improvements to our building will still be used for that
purpose; the fire has not and will not change that.

(Cont. on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

Third, stay engaged. I know that 11:00 is late for worship to start. I know being in the Great
Hall doesn’t feel like being in the sanctuary. I know it could be easy to slip into a mindset that you will
come back once things are back to “normal.” But your faith needs growing right now, and there is no
better place to do that than in the company of your FCC faith community! I am grateful that online
worship is available to those who are unable to be with us physically — but if you can be with us, know
that we need you to be present AND you need for you to be present! This time of in-betweenness is
not the time to slip away from the church; it’s the time to ramp up your participation!

Finally, if you can find a moment to do so, please thank your FCC staff and the leaders who
are dealing with the minutiae of the fire restoration. Our Fire Restoration Task Force (Tim Sullivan,
Jim Watson, Chris Martoglio, Betsy Watson, Peggy Stafford, and Mike Donham) are giving a ton of
time and enduring a whole lot of headaches to keep this process moving. Send them a card. Bake
them some cookies. Buy them a puppy. Just show them how much they are loved and appreciated.

Alright, friends. . .I guess we will keep praying for patience! We’re going to be very good at it
by the time our post-fire season ends!

Shalom,

R e

Pastor Kyrmen

During the season of Lent, Pastor Kyrmen will
Book Study Coming Soon lead a discussion on the recently released book
The Bible According to Christian Nationalists:
Exploiting Scripture through Political Power by
Brian Kaylor. In his timely book, Rev. Kaylor
exposes seven ways the Christian nationalist
movement manipulates scripture in ways that
betray the heart of the Gospel. Readers will be
equipped not only to recognize these tactics, but
will also be encouraged to reclaim the practice of
reading the Bible faithfully.

The study will be offered on Tuesday evenings at
6:30 at Pastor Kyrmen’s home (Feb 24, March 3,
10, 17, 24, and 31) and on Sundays following
wortship (Feb 22, March 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29).
Books are available for purchase at chalice-
press.com or at many book retailers. If you need
assistance obtaining a book, please contact Pastor
Kyrmen.

THE BIBLE
ACCORDING TO
CHRISTIAN
NATIONALISTS

Exploiting Scripture fov
FPolitical Power
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A Word About Giving: Now Let Me Get this Straight. . .

Do you ever feel confused about giving at FCC? Here are the basics:

General Ministries — When you give to FCC’s General Ministries or Operating Budget, you
are supporting the church’s day-to-day expenses. Your General Ministries giving pays for
things like staff salaries, utility bills, day-to-day building maintenance, office supplies, and
insurance premiums, as well as funding ministry expenses like curriculum and resources, food
and supplies for fellowship events, and expenses related to our outreach ministries like the
Welcome Table Breakfast. When you make an annual pledge to our General Ministries, you
are making a commitment to contribute to these expenses.

Building the Realm Campaign — Many of FCC’s members and friends made gifts or
pledges to support our recent capital campaign. Gifts contributed in this way fund major
building repairs and improvements as directed by our Capital Projects Team and FCC’s Board.
If you pledged to the capital campaign, that is a separate commitment from your general fund
pledge. It is important that you honor both pledges.

Designated Giving — Sometimes the church has a specific, acute need to which gifts may be
directed. For instance, contributions for year-end staff gifts were recently solicited, or, a few
years ago, gifts were directed toward the unexpected need to purchase a new dishwasher. In
general, unless church leaders communicate a need for such designated giving, it is best to give
to the church’s General Ministries. Our hard-working Finance Team plans carefully for our
operating expenses; when general contributions are made, they are able to direct those funds
as planned and approved by our Board as well as by our congregation at large.

There are other types of giving too, including making end-of-life plans for sharing one’s
resources with the church.

If you need some conversation about types of giving or want to talk about how you might
most effectively support FCC’s ministries, please speak with a member of our Finance Team
(Jim Watson, Tim Sullivan, Brian Jackson, and Joanie Breeden) or with Pastor Kyrmen.
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In Our Prayers...

We extend our sympathy and prayers to the loved ones of several dear ones who
have passed away over the past few weeks:

Diamond Mather, a member of FCC, passed away on December 11 at her daughter’s
home in Phoenix. An informal gathering of family and friends will be held at FCC at a
later time.

George L. Allison, father of Julie Donham, passed away on December 14. A memorial
service was held on December 20.

Loretta Orr, an FCC member, passed away on December 5. In accordance with Loretta’s
wishes, no services will be held.

Mary Jo Barker, wife of Jim Barker, passed away on December 30. A funeral service will
be conducted on Saturday, January 17 at 1:00 p.m. at Trinity Episcopal Church, where
Mary Jo was a longtime member. An informal gathering of family and friends will be
held in Trinity’s Great Hall following the service.

We offer sympathy and prayers to Rebecca Haviland upon the passing of her mother,
Billie Haviland, on January 5. Visitation will be held on Saturday, January 17 from 2:00
-4:00 pm at Schoppenhorst Funeral Home in Clay City with a funeral service
following at 4:00 pm. You may send your expressions of care to Rebecca at: 2310 S.
Brandon Ct., Bloomington, IN 47401.

May God’s nearness bring comfort to those who grieve the loss of these loved ones.

Additionally, we offer prayers for Thomas Thompson, who is scheduled for surgery on
January 15. We pray for God’s healing presence for Thomas and for all those
unnamed who are facing health challenges.

Welcome Table Volunteers Needed
The Welcome Table has an urgent need for volunteers THIS SUNDAY, January 18 and
NEXT SUNDAY, January 25!!
Every Sunday from 8:00 to 9:30 a.m., the Welcome Table Breakfast serves a simple meal to
guests in need. We need volunteers to help! If you need more information, talk with Pastor

Kyrmen. To sign-up for a January or February date to setve, visit: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0548 A5AE29ABFEC61-60610108-welcome# /
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Worship Schedule deate
We are back at FCC!!

*8:00 to 9:30 am: Welcome Table Breakfast in Great Hall
*9:30 to 10:00 am: Welcome Table clean-up
*10:00 am: Sanctuary Choir rehearsal in the choir room
Emmaus Interpreters Group (in Campbellite Room)
Worship set-up in the Great Hall (VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!)
*11:00 am: Worship in the Great Hall
*12:15 pm: Sharing Table Discussion Group (in Great Hall)

Considering the Sermon Scripture Group (in Campbellite Room)

Ash Wednesday HOW'DO I Get Into the Buildino?

” For the time being, the only entry into the
building is through the Washington St.
doot. Please do not enter through the sanctuary
as that area is not safe for foot-traffic while res-
toration work is in progress.

Lent begins this year on February 18,
Ash Wednesday.

Please mark your calendar and plan to
attend FCC’s Ash Wednesday wor-
ship service at 6:30 p.m.
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JANUARY/ FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS fp
01/03  Jim Berkey 1600 N. Willis Dr., #25  Bloomington IN 47404
01/08 Audrey  Fletcher 903 W. Association St. Ellettsville IN 47429
01/09  Kathy Deckard 1813 E. Arden Drive Bloomington IN 47401
01/09 Taji Abraham 3429 S. Kennedy Dr. Bloomington IN 47401
01/11  Chip Welch 930 W. Second Street Bloomington IN 47403
01/14 Loretta  Orr 1105 E. Regency Dr. Bloomington IN 47401
01/22 Kyrmen Rea 1212 W. Acacia Ct. Bloomington IN 47404
01/24  Holly Biddle 9456 N. Ingram Rd. Solsberry IN 47459
02/01  Stephen  Chambers 4172 W. Middle Ct. Bloomington IN 47403
02/03 Allison  Walsh 1478 E. Commander Court Bloomington IN 47401
02/07 Maria [zzo-Walker 1521 E. Clairmont Place Bloomington IN 47401
02/07 Ben Jackson 3693 S. Sowder Square Bloomington IN 47401
02/09 Gavin Hill 8956 W. Rice Rd. Bloomington IN 47403
02/13 Marie Webb 532 Green Road Bloomington IN 47403
02/17 Caleb Dalton 1322 S. Winfield Rd. Bloomington IN 47401
02/17 Patricia Babcock 3742 S. Tyler Lane Bloomington IN 47403
02/20  Lindy Trulock 2807 N. Blue Slopes Dr Bloomington IN 47408
02/24 Diane Thrasher 2627 E. Windermere Bloomington IN 47401
Woods Dr.
02/25 Sue Cull 3144 Eden Dr. Bloomington IN 47401
02/25 Marilyn  LoCascio 1100 E. Carnaby St. Bloomington IN 47401
02/28 Michell Walsh 3006 S. Olcott Blvd. Bloomington IN 47401

Please let us know sze have ]gft anyone qﬁrqfthe birtbday list!

Wanted: Worship Leaders!
Every Sunday, a volunteer assists with worship by leading the Call to Worship and reading the first

Scripture text. Whether you are a seasoned public speaker or have never stood in front of a micro-
phone, you are invited to serve! Worship leaders receive a complete script of the worship service in
advance of the Sundays on which they are scheduled, so you will be provided with what you need to
be prepared. We are currently scheduling worship leaders through March. Please have a look at the

dates that are still available and sign up to be a worship leader: https://www .signupgenius.com/
g0/ 10C0548A5AE29ABFEC61-60884470-fccworship# /
If you need assistance, please call the church office. Pete will be glad to help you!
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Scripture Readings
For Sunday Worship

January 18
Isaiah 49:1-7
John 1:29-42

January 25
TBA

February 1
TBA

February 8
TBA

SHARING THE INCLUSIVE LOVE OF CHRIST
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