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Holy Week Services at FCC 

 
Holy Week is a very special time for Christians as we reflect on who Jesus is, what he came 
to do, and why it matters to us. Those reflections become especially rich and full if we ex-
perience ALL the events of the week and not just Easter worship. Please join your FCC 
community for these Holy Week worship opportunities: 
 
PALM SUNDAY 
Holy Week begins on Sunday, March 29 as we celebrate Palm Sunday in the Great Hall at 
10:30 a.m. We will remember Jesus’ entry into the Jerusalem as he faces dangerous imperial 
forces and adversarial religious leaders. 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 
On Thursday, April 2, we will gather in the Great Hall at 6:30 p.m. for Dinner in the Up-
per Room. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share (entrée will be provided). We will 
remember the last meal Jesus shared with his disciples as he taught and modeled the ways 
of servanthood and sacrificial love. Come and enjoy this time of fellowship around tables 
and share in an intimate and communal time of worship.  
 
GOOD FRIDAY 
On Friday, April 3, join us at 6:30 p.m.  in the Great Hall for a service of scripture, can-
dles, and reflection as we remember Jesus gift of sacrificial love on the cross. 
 
EASTER SUNDAY 
Come and be a part of our jubilant Easter worship on Sunday, April 5 at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Great Hall as we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from death. Following the service, all children 
are invited to our annual Easter egg hunt featuring our special guest, the Easter Bunny. 

(Disciples of Christ) 



 

 

 
                                             Updates from 205 E. Kirkwood 
 
 

Dear Church, 

 I am so proud of the ways in which we at FCC use our greatest physical resource - our 
building - to bless our neighbors in downtown Bloomington. We have shown our commitment 
to keeping this old building in good repair so that it can be a place of vibrant worship, generous 
service, mind-expanding learning, and deep community-building. Here are several things I’d like 
you to know about what’s happening with our compassion center at 205 E. Kirkwood:  
Our Building the Realm capital campaign was incredibly successful, significantly exceeding our 
goals and expectations. Your gifts and pledges combined with awarded grants bring our 
campaign total to $837,455!  That is $187,455 above our fundraising goal!  People in our church 
and in our community believe strongly in the value of the work we do from the corner of 
Kirkwood and Washington! The Capital Projects Team is discerning how the above-and-beyond 
funds raised will be used to address further building repairs.  
 The capital projects being funded by our campaign have been steaming along! Work 
related to our heating and cooling systems is complete, and much of the structural and cosmetic 
work is finished as well. Later this month, an accessible entry will be installed in the Chapel 
Gathering Space from the north alley, and when we return to the sanctuary for worship, the new 
wireless sound equipment will have been installed.  
 Fire restoration work continues to progress. Our children will return to the Children’s 
Sanctuary for their Sunday morning worship time in the next couple of weeks, and we are now 
able to use the Chapel Gathering Space for meetings and events. Activities that have been held in 
the Fireside Study will relocate to the Chapel Gathering Space for the short-term while the 
finishing touches are taken care of in the library. Work is progressing in the administrative area 
and in the basement rooms (the youth room and the recovery room).  
 Our Faith Formation Team is pleased to restore our first-floor nursery to its intended 
use! This week, I will be relocating my temporary office to the second floor Campbellite Room – 
you can find me there on weekdays or on Sundays before or after worship. 
 While I can’t put a date on the calendar, a May return to the sanctuary seems like a 
realistic hope! We will soon be back in our beautiful worship space!   
 While the Oct 1 fire caused some major disruptions to our ability to offer space to 
community partners for regularly scheduled activities as well as for special events, we are pleased 
to now be able to invite partners back into the building. Stages has resumed classes and 
rehearsals in the Great Hall three days per week, and on Sunday, March 22, we will host a 
Traveling University lecture. I am grateful to be able to make future plans with those who 
approach us with space needs.                                                                                 (cont’d on pg. 3) 
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(cont’d. from pg. 2) 
 I am so grateful for those who are working hard in this season of transitions to make as 
much of our building useable as is possible. A special thank you to Tim Sullivan, who is our front-
line person on day-to-day discussions with fire restoration professionals. Special thanks also to 
Peggy Stafford, Martha Sullivan, and Cindy Welch who have been doing the work of organizing 
spaces back into usable condition as fire restoration work progresses. 
 I thank you for your faithful giving as you honor the financial pledges you have made to 
the church, both for operating expenses as well as commitments made to our Building the Realm 
capital campaign. We rely on these gifts to support our continued work.  I thank you for your 
patience as meetings move from place to place and as we remain flexible and adaptable in our day
-to-day life as a church. Most of all, I thank you for the prayers you offer for our church as we 
join in continuing to seek God’s guidance about how we may use the resources we’ve been given 
to share compassion in a hurting world. 
  

 Lenten Shalom, 
 
         
 Pastor Kyrmen 
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Meet Pastor Matt! 
 

Degrees: B.S. in Education (Olivet Nazarene University), M.A. in Christian Formation & Disciple-
ship (Nazarene Theological Seminary), Graduate Certificate in Church & Nonprofit Administration 
(North Park University), as well as additional coursework in business, accounting, human resources, 
and leadership. 
Experience: Matt served as the part-time Administrative Pastor and Business Manager at Zion 
Community Church / Growing Hearts Daycare from 2019-2026. After graduating college in 2013, 
Matt has served as an elementary teacher, daycare & preschool director, and associate pastor in the 
Church of the Nazarene (including being ordained as a minister in 2019). Since 2023, Matt’s “day 
job” has been supporting the financial administration of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Bloomington, 
where he currently serves as VP of Finance. 
Hobbies: Matt enjoys spending time with his family (wife, Rachel, and three daughters, Charlotte, 
Elizabeth, and Giovanna). He also enjoys planning family vacations, hiking at state parks, playing 
piano, and taking family walks with their dog, Pippa. Matt has lived in the Bloomington / Ellettsville 
community since 2019 and enjoys being involved in his local church. 
Favorite Quote: “The decisions we make today will determine the stories we tell tomorrow.” - 
Craig Groeschel 
Favorite Local Restaurants: Taste of India, Social Cantina, Osteria Rago, and anywhere you want 
to meet him for lunch! 
Hometown: Huntington, Indiana (near Fort Wayne). Fun fact: Huntington is home to the Quayle 
Vice Presidential Learning Center, which is considered the only museum in the United States dedi-
cated specifically to the office of the Vice President. 
Did you know?: Matt’s favorite vacation (so far) included taking a 3-day train ride from Chicago, 
IL to San Francisco, CA, and driving down the Pacific Coast Highway to San Diego.  
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In Our Prayers…  
   

On Monday, March 23 at 6:00 p.m., a memorial service will be held in the Great Hall 
for Stevan Tolbert. Many will remember Stevan, who loved our church with great 
devotion. He passed away just two days before the fire, which caused our celebration 

of his life to be postponed. All are invited to participate as we celebrate Stevan’s life and faith. 

Voices of  Faith Fundraiser for Hoosier Hills 
 

“Gifts for Food” to address hunger, food insecurity  
FCC Voices of Faith has launched a special cash fundraising drive for Hoosier Hills Food 
Bank. The goal is to address food insecurity by providing affordable, nutritious food in part-
nership with more than 80 nonprofits in Monroe and surrounding counties. Cash gifts and 
checks will be collected at FCC Sunday, March 22.  
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                 The Associate’s Angle 
 

 
Greetings!  
  
I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to join First Christian Church as 
your new Associate Pastor. It is a joy to step into a community with such 
a rich legacy of faithfulness and of sharing Christ’s inclusive love with 
Bloomington and beyond. My family and I are honored to partner with 

you, particularly in outreach and faith formation ministries. 
 Rachel and I have lived in the Bloomington/Ellettsville area for seven years, and we 
love calling this community home. Our daughters—Charlotte (12), Liz (10), and Gia (2)—
attend the RBB Edgewood Schools and keep us joyfully busy with band concerts, basketball 
games and track meets, and preschool adventures. Rachel and I met while serving on a mission 
trip to West Africa in college, and this May we celebrate 14 years of marriage. Currently, Ra-
chel works as an Administrative Assistant supporting MCCSC’s Special Education Department 
and I serve in a full-time, weekday role as VP of Finance for the Boys & Girls Clubs of Bloom-
ington. 
 I grew up in the Church of the Nazarene (an evangelical, Wesleyan-Holiness denomi-
nation), where I learned to love the Church and felt called to use my gifts of teaching and ad-
ministration to glorify God and love others. In recent years, God has led me into a season of 
discernment—one that opened a wider, more spacious expression of Christian faith and ulti-
mately brought me into alignment with the Disciples of Christ. I have prayerfully sought a 
Church where theological inquiry is welcomed, LGBTQ+ people are fully embraced and in-
vited to live in God-honoring covenantal relationships, Christians are clearly and consistently 
known for standing with the marginalized and against nationalism, and mercy is not controver-
sial but central. I am grateful for Pastor Kyrmen’s grace, pastoral care, and invitation over the 
past few months, and for this congregation’s long‑held commitment to a faith that is diverse in 
thought, united in Christ, and grounded in compassion. 
 My first days at FCC have been full and encouraging. Jumping into the Welcome Table 
Breakfast offered a powerful glimpse into the heart of this church. Each Sunday, more than 
100 neighbors receive food, coffee, and warmth through the dedication of volunteers and 
community partners. I am grateful for the Outreach Commission and Welcome Table volun-
teers, for Martha Sullivan’s extra coordination and weekly grocery shopping during this staff 
transition, and for Pastor Kyrmen’s support of this meaningful ministry amidst the fire repairs 
and restoration. It is inspiring to see long‑time volunteers and new faces serving side by side to 
be the hands and feet of Jesus to our neighbors.                                                   
               (cont’d on pg. 6) 
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 (cont’d. from pg. 5) 
 I am also thankful to begin connecting with our talented team of staff and lay leaders, 
and look forward to partnering with Haley Norris and the Faith Formation Commission as 
we continue supporting families and nurturing faith across generations. 
 Thank you for welcoming me so warmly into the life of this church. My family and I 
look forward to learning from you, serving alongside you, and growing together as Disciples 
of Christ in the days ahead. 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Pastor Matt Gargiulo 

Staff  Contact Updates 
 
With lots of staff changes over the past few 
months, we want to make sure you know 
how to reach us! 
 

Pastor Kyrmen Rea, senior pastor:  
pastorkyrmen@gmail.com 
(317) 408-9782 
 

Pastor Matt Gargiulo, associate pastor: 
matt@fccbloomington.org 
 

Shayla Van Hal, interim director of music/
organist: organist@fccbloomington.org 
 

Haley Norris, interim director of children’s 
and youth ministries:  
faithformation@fccbloomington.org 
 

Pete Kinkel-Schuster, office manager: 
pete@fccbloomington.org 
 

Eve Schultes-Ridge, office assistant - 
eve@fccbloomington.org  

 

200th Anniversary Celebration Update 
 

In April, 2026, First Christian Church will be 200 years old! While we had made plans for an 
extraordinary weekend of celebratory events, those plans have been delayed as our fire resto-
ration continues. Please stay tuned as new dates for observing this very special birthday will 
be announced soon!  

“This day” was unlike 
any other. Love an-
swered Peter’s searching. 
Love answered Mary’s 
longing. Love answered 
with presence, promise, 
and purpose. 
Through the Easter Of-
fering, we respond to 
God’s resurrection love 
by sharing in God’s 

work in the world. As we give, we proclaim 
with Mary: love still answers. 
The Easter Offering, received by most congre-
gations on March 29 and April 5, 2026, pro-
vides vital support for the general ministries of 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Your 
generous gift helps equip college students for 
leadership, strengthens global mission partner-
ships, sustains health and social service minis-
tries, supports the formation of new congrega-
tions, cares for pastors and chaplains, and so 
much more. 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

Wanted: Worship Leaders! 
 

Every Sunday, a volunteer assists with worship by leading the Call to Worship and reading the 
first Scripture text. Whether you are a seasoned public speaker or have never stood in front of 
a microphone, you are invited to serve! Worship leaders receive a complete script of the wor-
ship service in advance of the Sundays on which they are scheduled, so you will be provided 

with what you need to be prepared. We are currently scheduling worship leaders through 
March. Please have a look at the dates that are still available and sign up to be a worship leader: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0548A5AE29ABFEC61-60884470-fccworship#/ 
If you need assistance, please call the church office. Pete will be glad to help you! 

04/01 Anne Johnson 708 S. Cory Lane #76 Bloomington IN 47403 
04/03 Jude Walsh 3006 S. Olcott Blvd. Bloomington IN 47401 
04/05 David Garshaw 3740 N. Russell Road Bloomington IN 47408 
04/08 Connie Gross 3485 S. Knightridge Road Bloomington IN 47401 
04/10 David Campbell 1087 S. Fieldcrest Ct. Bloomington IN 47401 
04/11 Lily Hoover 3415 S. Acadia Court Bloomington IN 47403 
04/12 Andi Fletcher 903 W. Association St. Ellettsville IN 47429 
04/14 Mike Griffin 7300 W. Ison Rd. Bloomington IN 47403 
04/15 Pete Kinkel-

Schuster 
    IN   

04/16 Kathy Street 2604A E. 2nd St. Bloomington IN 47401 
04/20 Tiffani Trulock 2807 N. Blue Slopes Dr. Bloomington IN 47408 
04/22 Gilead 

(Kit) 
Rea-
Hedrick 

1212 W. Acacia Ct. Bloomington IN 47404 

04/28 Haley Norris faithformation@fccbloomington.org   IN   
04/30 Mary 

Beth 
Godsey 3403 N. Smith Pike Bloomington WA 47404 

It’s Time to Order Your Easter Lily! 
Find the order form inside and 
get your order turned in to the 
church office by March 29!  

We Need Easter Candy Donations! 
Individually wrapped (no 
nuts!) candy can be 
dropped off Sunday morn-
ings or at the FCC office 
during normal open hours. 
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Scripture Readings 
For Sunday Worship 

 

March 22 
 

Psalm 130 (CEB) 
John 11:1-45 (CEB) 

 

March 29 
 

TBD 
 

April 5 
TBD 

 

April 12 
TBD 
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