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Back to the Sanctuary!

Seven months after our October 1 fire, worship will return to the sanctuary on Sunday,
May 3 at 10:00 a.m.! While the damage and displacement from the fire have presented
many challenges, we have been blessed by an abundance of resources of knowledge, skill,
commitment, and faithfulness. We will come together on May 3 not only to celebrate our
return “home,” but also to celebrate the blessings we have experienced even in a difficult
season!

Capital Projects Update
While fire restoration work has been happening, our capital projects work has continued to
steam along! Most of the projects for which our capital campaign raised funds have been
completed. One project that will have a big impact for many is the new, ADA-compliant
accessible door, which leads from the north alley into the Chapel Gathering Space. The
door has a keypad like the other entries to the church; if you have a code, you may use it
here. Both the exterior and interior doors are equipped with a handicapped door push but-
ton. We hope this will improve accessibility to our building for our members as well as for
our community!
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The Minister’s Missive

Dear Church,

As I write, I will be leaving for a four-day retreat tomorrow. I am working to wrap up all the
loose ends before I take this time away, including contributing my parts of the newsletter. I have
thought about my focus for the Missive this month, but here is the truth: I am tired. My creative
juices no longer want to flow. It is long past time for some rest and rejuvenation.

So, that is the focus of this month’s very short Missive. We all need rest sometimes, and
sometimes that means that we can’t give a task what we usually give it. Please accept my very
short message knowing that I am exchanging writing a longer one for a bit more time to rest.

Easter shalom,

R e

Pastor Kyrmen

. Additional Easter Bulletin Lily Dedications:

Nancy L. Brinegar, in memory of Curtis Dale Brinegar

The Parrott Family, in memory of John Parrott, Annabelle
Parrott, Joseph Parrott, Janet Parrott, Linda Parrott, Don-
ald Patterson and Gertrude Patterson

Y 4Y, The Prior Family, in memory of J. Russell Prior, Lovina
= Mae Ray and John L. Page

Betsy and Jim Watson, in memory of Tom, Betty and
Scott Meglemre; and in honor of the Adam Watson family
and the Cole Watson family
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FCC Friends,

Plenn’s text here?

Music Director’s Minute

“My life flows on in endless song
Above earth’s lamentations.

I hear the real, though far-off hymn
That hails a new creation.
Through all the tumult and the strife,
I hear its music ringing.

It sounds an echo in my soul;
How can I keep from singing?

While though the tempest round me roars,
I hear the truth, it liveth.
And though the darkness round me close,
Songs in the night it giveth.

No storm can shake my inmost calm,
While to that rock I'm clinging.
Since love is lord of heaven and earth,
How can I keep from singing?

When tyrants tremble sick with fear,
And hear their deathknell ringing,
When friends rejoice, both far and near,
How can I keep from singing?

In prison cells and dungeon vile,
Our thoughts to them are winging,
When friends by shame are undefiled,
How can I keep from singing?

-Robert Lowry, 1860
Doris Plenn, 1950

I do not have to tell you how difficult and uncertain it is to live in this age. We live in an
age where the rich get richer and the poor are left with less and less. People with money and
influence are treated with greater respect and dignity than those who are the most vulnerable
and in need of care. We live in the midst of wars at home and abroad that seem to have no pur-
pose other than serving the whims of the powerful. So why do I post Robert Lowry’s and Doris

(cont’d on pg. 4)
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(Music Director’s Minute cont’d from pg. 3)

On April 19, which was to have been the weekend of FCC’s 200th anniversary celebra-
tion, the choir will be singing this text. First Christian Church has carried on and served this
community for two hundred years. 1826-2026. This congregation has weathered many fires,
both metaphorical and literal. The tumult and strife of the American Civil War, World Wars I
and II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Gulf War, the War on Terror, and now the Iran
War have not destroyed First Christian Church. Two fires, one in 1916 and the other in 2025,
have threatened or succeeded in destroying the place where we worship. With the passing of
our nation’s history have come countless cultural wars of great contention that have divided
us. First Christian Church is still here. We are still here, aching to do the work God calls us to
do in a hurting and broken world. Nothing in this world or outside of it can separate us from
God’s love for us. How can we keep from singing?

How can we keep from singing, when we work to lift our neighbors up in love? How
can we keep from singing, as we know the result of Christ’s redemptive work? How can we
keep from singing, when we strive to live in love and peace with those who seem to hold little
in common with us? How can we keep from singing, when God has given us the voice to do
so? How can we keep from singing, even when it seems we have lost so much? We sing be-
cause we are here, because God’s love lifts us up, and because God calls us to “keep sing-
ing”—working for God’s kingdom on earth—even when it is difficult.

Thank you for continuing that song with us, because we all need it. Our community
and our world needs our voices in chorus. We must not be silent.

Singing alongside you,

Shayla
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The Associate’s Angle

Greetings!

Ll As I complete my first month at First Christian Church, my heart is full.
Stepping into this role has been a gift, and I am deeply grateful for the welcome, the conversa-
tions, and the glimpses of God’s Spirit moving through this congregation. These early weeks
have flown by, yet they have offered me enough time to reflect on how I've already seen God
at work—in the life of this church, in the wider community, and within my own heart.

For the first 35 years of my life, I was shaped within an evangelical Wesleyan-Holiness tradi-
tion. It was there that I first learned to love God and love my neighbor with my whole heart,
and for that foundation I remain profoundly grateful. Over the past several years, however, I
also witnessed a shift within my former denomination—a growing emphasis on rigid certainty
rather than radical trust, on boundary-drawing rather than bridge-building. In a season of po-
litical and religious polarization, that narrowing posture became increasingly difficult to recon-
cile with the expansive love of Christ I encountered in Scripture and in the lives of faithful
Christians around me.

That is why joining First Christian Church—and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)—
has felt like a breath of fresh air. Here, I have found a community committed to Christian
unity, shaped by the wisdom of the whole Body of Christ, and grounded not in culture-war
narratives but in the Sermon on the Mount. Through our Holy Week services, our Lenten
book studies, and our weekly Welcome Table Breakfast—where we served up to 127 un-
housed neighbors in March—I have witnessed a Jesus-shaped Christianity that is rooted in the
historic church, open to mystery, committed to justice, centered on mercy, grounded in humil-
ity, and defined by love.

As I prepare to share my first sermon at FCC this Sunday (4/19), I am also beginning the
process of transferring my ministry credentials to the Disciples of Christ. This step comes after
surrendering my ordination in my previous denomination when I publicly affirmed LGBTQ
Christians and denounced Christian nationalism. While that was a painful chapter, it has also
opened the door to a new season of ministry—one marked by hope and a renewed sense of
calling.

(cont’d on pg. 6)
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(T'he Associate’s Angle cont’d. from pg. 5)

I am also thankful to begin connecting with our talented team of staff and lay leaders,
and look forward to partnering with Haley Norris and the Faith Formation Commission as
we continue supporting families and nurturing faith across generations.

Thank you for welcoming me so warmly into the life of this church. My family and I
look forward to learning from you, serving alongside you, and growing together as Disciples
of Christ in the days ahead.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Matt Gargiulo

In Our Prayers...

We offer prayers for Mike Donham and family on the passing of Mike’s father,
Don Donham, on Friday, April 3. A celebration of life was held on Wednesday,
April 8. We hold Mike and family in prayer as they grieve this loss.

New Member Class

On Sundays May 3, 10, and17, Pastor Kyrmen will offer a New Members Class after worship
for those who may be interested in joining FCC! Whether you’ve been coming for only a few
weeks or whether you’ve been with us for years, this class will give non-members an over-
view of what it means to be a member of FCC as well as a member of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). Coming to the class does not obligate you to join the church; you will
be presented with information that may help you decide if membership is for you. Childcare
will be provided for all sessions.

200th Anniversary Celebration Update

FCC marks its 200th Anniversary this month: April 1826 - April 2026. A two-day celebration
of our history, with storytelling, music and dinner, had to be postponed due to the October
1 church fire.

Please mark your calendar for our rescheduled events as FCC celebrates its 201st Anni-
versary on April 17-18, 2027
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MAY BIRTHDAYS f@

05/01 [Tate Knepper (3918 S. Woods Edge Bend Bloomington [IN 47401
05/02 Donna |Cartwright2927 N. Bankers Drive Bloomington [IN 47408
05/03 |Brett Hamilton [1326 Dutch Ridge Rd. Heltonville [IN 47436
05/03 |Jean Graves (3922 W. Indian Creek Drive Bloomington [IN 47403
05/06 |Carmie [Hamilton | 1326 Dutch Ridge Rd. Heltonville [IN |47436
05/07  |Julie Donham 5900 N. Maple Grove Rd. Bloomington [IN 47404
05/08 |Eve Schultes- {5460 S. Victor Pike Bloomington [IN 47403

Ridge
05/11 |Scot Moore 2526 E. Summer Creek Dr. Bloomington [IN 47401
05/18 |Jim Barker 115 N. Lexington Drive Bloomington |[IN 47408
05/19 Mary Allman 907 E. Vixen Drive Bloomington [IN 47408
05/19 |Lynae  [Mitchell {1200 S. Palmer Drive Bloomington [IN 47401
05/21 |Erv Fettchen- {2604 E. Windermere Woods Dr. Bloomington [IN 47401

hauer
05/24 Mary Swarthout |3521 W. Fairington Drive Bloomington [IN 47403

Please let us know sze have ]gft anyone qﬁrtyrthe birtbday list!

Wanted: Worship Leaders!

Every Sunday, a volunteer assists with worship by leading the Call to Worship and reading the

first Scripture text. Whether you are a seasoned public speaker or have never stood in front of

a microphone, you are invited to serve! Worship leaders receive a complete script of the wor-
ship service in advance of the Sundays on which they are scheduled, so you will be provided

with what you need to be prepared. We are currently scheduling worship leaders for May and

June. Please have a look at the dates that are still available and sign up to be a worship leader:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0548 ASAE29ABFECG61-60884470-fccworship# /

If you need assistance, please call the church office. Pete will be glad to help youl!
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Scripture Readings
For Sunday Worship

April 19
Isaiah 25:1-9 (NRSVue)
Luke 24:13-35 (NRSVue)

April 26
Psalm 23 (NRSVue)
1 Peter 2:19-25 (NRSVue)

May 3
Psalm 126 (CEB)

Philippians 4:1-9 (CEB

May 10
Psalm 66:8-20 (NRSVue)

1 Peter 3:13-22 (NRSVue)
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