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WELCOME TO THIRD FRIDAY JAZZ VESPERS

rejoice
Welcome to Third Friday Jazz Vespers at First Christian Church. For centuries, people have
asked God for guidance and care as day turns to night. This night, we ask God to refresh,
inspire, and call us into a deeper relationship with the Divine Spark that is in this world. Enter
into the songs, silence and poetry as you feel so moved: breathe deeply, be still, and know
that you are beloved. May God bless you in this time of reflection and meditation.

The Pattern of Vespers
Gathering: God beckons us to gather, to reflect on life where we live it, and to be engaged
as fully as possible in the world around us. We light candles and sing a song of thanksgiving
for God’s bringing light into the darkness of our lives.
Word: God continues to communicate through words of wisdom, encouragement, hope,
and challenge spoken throughout the ages by God’s beloved children.
Psalms: Psalms are the Bible’s language of prayer and praise. They provide us language to
speak about all of life, including our joys, disappointments, confusion and anger, sadness,
and concern for ourselves, others, and this world.
Meditation: When we listen and pray while gathered in community, we are reminded that we
are not alone. We also affirm that life is not about “just me,” but about participating in a larger movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.
Prayers: Prayer is honest, holy conversation with God and those who gather. God invites our
honesty, joys, sorrows, confusion, anger, and wonder. Prayer practices can open us up to
deeper understanding and meaningful spiritual connections with God, others, and ourselves.
Going Out: As we leave the vesper service, we are reminded of Christ’s peace, presence
and purpose in all of life.

ORDER OF SERVICE
Gathering
Gathering Music
Welcome
Lighting of Candles
Leader:
The coming night is dark.
Let our fears of the darkness of the world
and of our own lives be dispelled in this hour.
The night is quiet.
Let the quietness of your peace enfold us,
all who are dear to us, and all who have no peace.
The night heralds the dawn.
Let us look expectantly to a new day,
new joys, new possibilities.
Evening Prayer
Leader:
Let us pray.
Creator God,
because of your abundant love
you chose to bring light and order into the formless void,
to create a world of unsurpassed beauty
and you saw that it was good.
Antiphon: (Solo Cantor)

Light of Light Eternal

Leader:
We ask that you continue to recreate the world
with that same attentive love,
to bring light into today’s ever- increasing chaos and darkness.
Antiphon: (Sung by all.)

ARNSBERG

Leader:
Where we have failed to be stewards and caretakers of your creation,
replenish our hearts so that we too can renew the face of the earth.
We ask in the name of the risen Christ.
Antiphon: (Sung by all.)

Introduction to Theme

Rejoice

Cantor Solo (with congregational response) Lift High the Cross

Cantor and Congregation (Refrain)

Henry Nouwen (1932-1996)
CRUCIFER

Reading
*Song

At the Tomb
Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart

Text: Edward H, Plumptre, 1865, alt.
Music: Arthur H. Messiter, 1883
Jazz Interpretation: Marina Alba López

*Please stand as you are able

Molly Housh Gordon (b. 1985)
MARION

Psalm
Psalm 150
(New Revised Standard Version)
Refrain: (Sung twice. Cantor first and then congregation)

1 Praise

GOD!
Praise God in the sanctuary;
praise God in the mighty firmament!
2 Praise God for mighty deeds;
praise God for exceeding greatness!
Refrain: (Sung by all.)

3 Praise

God with trumpet sound;
praise God with lute and harp!
4 Praise God with tambourine and dance;
praise God with strings and pipe!
5 Praise God with clanging cymbals;
praise God with loud clashing cymbals!
Refrain: (Sung by all.)

6 Let

everything that breathes praise God!
Praise God!

Refrain: (Sung by all.)

Glory be to our Maker, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning is now and forever. Amen.
Reading

Morning Poem

Mary Oliver (1935-2019)

Cantor Solo

Let the Whole Creation Cry

LLANFAIR

Text: Stopford A Brooke, 1881, alt.
Music: Robert Williams, 1817
Jazz Interpretation: Marina Alba López

Community Meditation
During this time of quiet meditation, we are reminded that we are not alone. Let this time be for
you an invitation to approach God as you are in this very moment.
Candle Table: Light a candle as a reminder that God’s light overpowers the darkness.
Reasons for Rejoicing: We can sometimes overlook a reason to rejoice (feel or show great joy).
Write down a specific reason for rejoicing in one or more of the following categories, beginning
with “I rejoice in…”








Nature
The church
The community
Family
Friends
Food
Experiences

Communion Table: No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are invited to the Table to
partake of the bread and the cup, reminders of Christ’s compassion for all—no exceptions.
Come as you are.
Chime Table: At the chime table, remember and relive a time in your life of rejoicing. Thank
God in prayer and celebrate that moment by striking the chime.
Reading

So Much Happiness

Naomi Shihab Nye (b. 1952)

*Song

God Reigns! Earth Rejoices!

TEXT: Michael Morgan, 2011, admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources

NOEL NOUVELET

MUSIC: Medieval French carol, P.D

Michael Morgan © 2011, admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources.
Streamed and reprinted through OneLicense.com. #A724866. All Rights Reserved.

Prayers
Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer (sung first by Cantor, then by all):

Going Out
Benediction
Leader: Go now and rejoice in the Lord always.
Do not be afraid or worried about anything
but in everything trust God and pray.
Dismissal Hymn: (sung first by Cantor and then all join.)
Cantor Solo:

(continued on next page)

Congregation Join (Repeat as indicated):

Text: Steffi G. Rubin, 1975
Music: Stuart Dauermann, 1975
Text and music © 1975, Lillenas Publishing Co..
Permission to reprint and stream from OneLicense with license #724866. All rights reserved.

Leader: May God rejoice over you with gladness.
May Christ renew you in his love.
Amen.
Postlude

PARTICIPANTS
Musicians
Maria Alba López, vocals
Tim Hansen, guitar
Kyle Cantrell, bass
Carter Pearson, drums
Readers
Bess Lee
Joe Lee
Linda Abe
Staff
Linda Abe, Jazz Vespers Ministry
Will Jewsbury, Interim Pastor
Jan Harrington, Director of Music

Garrett Spoelhof, Director of Jazz Vespers
Braeden Janes, Director of Online Worship
Jimmy Diskin, Livestream Mixing
Meet and Greet Reception in Chapel Gathering Space to
meet our incoming pastor Kyrmen Rea and the jazz musicians.
Jazz Vespers will be on hiatus during June and July,
Jazz Vespers will resume in August.
Have a wonderful summer!
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Staff
Interim Pastor
Rev. Will Jewsbury
Student Associate Pastor
Sarah Lynne Gershon
Music Ministry
Dr. Jan Harrington, director
Jihye Choi, assistant director and
handbell choir director
Garrett Spoelhof, Jazz Vespers director
Braeden Janes, director of online worship
Youth and Campus Ministries
Ashlyn Reynolds, youth director
Hayley Norris, college ministry intern
Administrative Staff
Jennifer Fettchenhauer, administrator
Eve Schultes-Ridge, assistant
Finances
Shari Sprinkle, treasurer
Tom Trippel, assistant treasurer
Melissa Jackson, Patti Parkes, Mary Swarthout,
financial secretaries

Welcome!
Welcome to
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ)
An Invitation to Community
As God has welcomed us, we welcome you.
With all our differences-in age, ability and physical condition,
in race, cultural background and economic status,
in sexual orientation, gender identity & family structureGod has received each one
with loving kindness, patience and joy.
All that we are together
and all that we hope to be
is made more perfect
as the richness of varied lives
meets the mystery of God’s unifying Spirit
and we become the Body of Christ.

Wedding Ministry and Jazz Vespers Ministry
Linda Abe
Security and Sunday Caretaker
John Adams
Contact Us
812-332-4459 | fcc@fccbloomington.org
www.fccbloomington.org
Office Hours
Monday to Thursday
9:00 am – 5:00 pm

205 E. Kirkwood Ave. | Bloomington, IN 47408
812-332-4459 | fcc@fccbloomington.org
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