


 

WELCOME TO THIRD FRIDAY JAZZ VESPERS 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Third Friday Jazz Vespers at First Christian Church. For centuries, people have 

asked God for guidance and care as day turns to night. This night, we ask God to refresh,   

inspire, and call us into a deeper relationship with the Divine Spark that is in this world. Enter 

into the songs, silence and scripture as you feel so moved: breathe deeply, be still, and know 

that you are beloved. May God bless you in this time of reflection and meditation. 

 

The Pattern of Vespers 
 

Gathering:  God beckons us to gather, to reflect on life where we live it, and to be engaged 

as fully as possible in the world around us.  We light candles and sing a song of thanksgiving 

for God’s bringing light into the darkness of our lives.  
 

Psalms:  Psalms are the Bible’s language of prayer and praise. They provide us language to 

speak about all of life, including our joys, disappointments, confusion and anger, sadness, 

and concern for ourselves, others, and this world.  
 

Word:  God continues to communicate through scripture and through words of wisdom, en-

couragement, hope, and challenge spoken throughout the ages by God’s beloved children.  
 

Prayers:  Prayer is honest, holy conversation with God and those who gather.  God invites our      

honesty,  joys, sorrows, confusion, anger, and wonder. Prayer practices can open us up to 

deeper understanding and meaningful spiritual connections with God, others, and ourselves.  
 

Community:  When we sing, pray, listen, and share life in community , we are reminded that 

we are not alone. We also affirm that life is not about “just me,” but about participating in a 

larger movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.   
 

Going Out:  As we leave the vesper service, we are reminded of Christ’s peace, presence 

and purpose in all of life.  
 

 



ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Gathering 
Gathering Music 
 

Welcome 
 

Lighting of Candles 
 

Leader    
 

The coming night is dark. 

Let us welcome the darkness and the new life 

That is nurtured there:  

  A seed in the ground, 

  A babe in the womb, 

  Jesus in the tomb.  
 

The night is quiet. 

Let us welcome the quietness and peace that 

enfolds us and upholds us. 
 

          The night heralds the dawn. 

          Let us prepare to welcome a new day, 

          New joys, new possibilities. 
 

Evening Prayer    
 

Leader: Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, 

You, too, welcomed the night when day was done; 

You met your friends at evening time.  

 

Antiphon: (Sung by all. Repeat as indicated.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leader: Lord Jesus, 

You, too, enjoyed when nights drew on; 

You told your tales at close of day; 

You kindled faith when lamps were low. 
 

Antiphon: (Sung by all. Repeat as indicated.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

        (continued on next page) 



 

Leader: Lord Jesus, 

You welcomed all to gather ‘round; 

You opened scriptures, broke the bread, 

And shed your light as darkness fell. 
 

Antiphon: (Sung by all. Repeat as indicated.) 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction to Theme  An Invitation to Community    First Christian Church - Bloomington 

 

As God has welcomed us, we welcome you. 
 

With all our differences— 

in age, ability and physical condition, 

in race, cultural background and economic status, 

in sexual orientation, gender identity & family 

structure— 

God has received each one 

with loving kindness, patience and joy. 
 

All that we are together 

and all that we hope to be 

is made more perfect 

as the richness of varied lives 

meets the mystery of God’s unifying Spirit. 
 

 and we become the Body of Christ. 
 

-An Invitation to Community 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) - Bloomington  



*Song                                     All Are Welcome                      TWO OAKS 

Words and Music: Marty Haugen 

Jazz Interpretation: Garrett Spoelhoff 

 

 

*Please stand as you are able. 



Psalm 
 

Psalm 122 

(Paraphrase: Bernadette Farrell) 
 

Refrain: (Sung by all. Repeat as indicated.) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

          Cantor: 

I was glad when they said unto me: 

Come with us to the house of the Lord. 

Let us go rejoicing 

to the house of God. 
 

Let us join together, 

who come from near and far; 

who seek the holy city. 

the new Jerusalem. 
 

Cantor: Rejoicing before the living God: 

 

Refrain: (Sung by all. Repeat as indicated.) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Cantor: 

Now our feet are standing 

within your gates, Jerusalem, 

gathered as one people 

welcoming to all. 
 

We offer thanks and praise 

before the throne of justice, 

The throne of compassion and all grace. 
 

Cantor: Rejoicing before the living God: 



Refrain: (Sung by all. Repeat as indicated.) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Cantor: 

Peace reign in this city, 

the peace of God within these walls. 

For the peace of all nations, pray 

for God’s peace within your homes. 
 

May this peace empower us 

to put an end to war; 

To seek the reign of justice 

with dignity for all, 
 

Let us go rejoicing; 

rejoicing to the house of God. 

For the love of my friends and kin 

I will bless you with signs of peace. 
 

For the love of God’s own people 

I will labor and pray for you. 

Then guided by his Spirit 

as servants we’ll go forth. 
 

 

Cantor: Rejoicing before the living God. 
 

Refrain: (Sung by all. Repeat as indicated.) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Cantor: 

 Glory be to our Maker, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

 As it was in the beginning is now and always. Amen. 
 

Refrain: (Sung by all. Repeat as indicated.) 



Word 
 

God’s Glory in Creation and the Law             Psalm 19:1 
 

Excerpts from Flare                          Mary Oliver 
 

Service Well-Pleasing to God                       Hebrews 13:2 
 

Letter from Our Better Angels                      Sean Parker Dennison 
 

God is Light                            1 John 1:5 
 

A Blessing for Traveling in the Dark                   Jan Richardson 
 

 

Sung Response                     God Welcomes All                            AMEN THEMBA 

(Cantor will sing through once.  Congregation repeat as indicated.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Music: South African; transcribed John L. Bell 

Text:  John L. Bell 

 
Community 

 

During this time of quiet meditation, we are reminded that we are not alone.  Indeed, we  

are bound to one another and to all creation in a living tapestry of God’s design. You are 

welcome during the music to visit any or all of the worship stations below, or, if you prefer,     

to simply sit in meditation. 

 

Welcoming Refugees: It is possible that Bloomington will become the home for some newly-

arrived Afghan families or displaced families from other countries.  Read the insert and think 

about the ways you might extend a welcome as an individual or in community.  On the blank 

paper write down what you could offer and then clip the paper to the line at the left side of 

the sanctuary.  

 

Candle Table:  As you light a candle, offer a prayer of welcome for a child recently born into 

the world, or a prayer of remembrance for someone who has left the world to be welcomed 

by God. 

 

 

 

                  (continued on next page) 



Reflection:  Read the Invitation to Community in your program that was read at the beginning 

of the service. 

Focus on your feelings or emotions as you read the list of all whom God welcomes. 
 

Consider what group is more difficult than any other for you to welcome. (a group that 

might make you feel angry, uncomfortable, or awkward). 
 

Write down on the dissolvable paper the feeling or emotion that hinders welcome to 

these persons and that you are releasing to God. 
 

Release the dissolvable paper in the water bowl and stir. 

 

Welcome Table: No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are invited to the Table to     

partake of the (gluten free) bread and cup, reminders of Christ’s radical welcome for all –       

no exceptions. Know that you are welcomed by Christ, loved by God, sustained by the Spirit, 

and you are not alone. Take the elements back to your seat and partake. 

 

 

Prayers 
 

Prayer                          

 

The Lord’s Prayer (sung first by Cantor, then by all): 

 

 

 



Going Out 
 

Benediction 
 

Leader: 

Go now, and go in Christ’s own peace 

And in your going do not cease 

To love yourself - you are God’s treasure, 

And love the world - it is God’s pleasure, 

And love the Lord in greatest measure. 
 

All:   Amen. 

 

Postlude 



 

PARTICIPANTS 

 

The Garrett Spoelhof Trio 
Wynton Gage, vocals 

Garrett Spoelhof, piano 

Brendan Keller Tuberg, bass 

Carter Pearson, drums 

 

 

Readers 
Elma Jessen 

Braden Mishler 

Linda Abe 

 

 

Staff 
Will Jewsbury, Interim Pastor 

Jan Harrington, Director of Music 

Garrett Spoelhof, Director of Jazz Vespers 

Linda Abe, Jazz Vespers Ministry 

 

 
 

 

Next Third Friday Jazz Vespers: “Reflection” - Friday, October 16 at 6:30 pm 
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Staff 

Interim Pastor 

Rev. Will Jewsbury 

 

Student Associate Pastor 

(Faith Formation, Family Ministries, and Outreach) 

Sarah Lynne Gershon 
 

 Music Ministry 

Dr. Jan Harrington, director 

Jihye Choi, assistant director and  

handbell choir director 

Garrett Spoelhof, Jazz Vespers director  

Ben Wesenberg, director of online worship 
 

Youth and Campus Ministries 

Ashlyn Reynolds, youth director 

Hayley Norris, college ministry intern 
 

Administrative Staff 

Jennifer Fettchenhauer, administrator 

 Eve Schultes-Ridge, assistant 
 

Finances 

Shari Sprinkle, treasurer 

Tom Trippel, assistant treasurer 

Melissa Jackson, Patti Parkes, Mary Swarthout,  

financial secretaries  
 

 

Wedding Ministry and Jazz Vespers Ministry 

Linda Abe 
 

Security and Sunday Caretaker 

John Adams 
 

 Contact Us 

 812-332-4459 | fcc@fccbloomington.org 

www.fccbloomington.org 
 

Office Hours 

Monday to Thursday 

9:00 am – 5:00 pm 

Friday 

9:00 am – Noon 

Welcome! 
Welcome to 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of Christ) 

  

 

An Invitation to Community 
 

As God has welcomed us, we welcome you. 
 

With all our differences-- 

in age, ability and physical condition, 

in race, cultural background and economic status, 

in sexual orientation, gender identity & family structure-
God has received each one 

with loving kindness, patience and joy. 
 

All that we are together 

and all that we hope to be 

is made more perfect 

as the richness of varied lives 

meets the mystery of God’s unifying Spirit 
 

and we become the Body of Christ. 

 

 

 

 
 

205 E. Kirkwood Ave. | Bloomington, IN 47408 
812-332-4459 | fcc@fccbloomington.org 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
AT 10:00 AM 

 

JAZZ VESPERS 
THIRD FRIDAYS 6:30 PM 

 

JOIN US 
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE 

www.fccbloomington.org 


