The
HRISTIAN @
" Disciples of Christ) \/ 1S1tor

Beginning Sunday, June 21,
FIRST CHRISTIAN GHURCH jOil’l us in WOfShip at 10:00 a.m. as
{DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)

BLOOMINGTON we receive “Good News from Old
Stories,” a sermon series based on
b

GOOD NEWS IN readings from Genesis and Exodus!
As Christ-followers, we fo-
° LD SIO RI ES cus more on the life, teachings,
death, and resurrection of Jesus than
' we do on other parts of the Bible.
3 y Jesus is our center. If we feel uncer-
_— tain about a moral or ethical choice,
we should always circle back to Je-
sus’ Great Commandment: we should love God and love our neighbors. However, let us recall
that Jesus was Jewish. The writings we call “the Old Testament” were his Holy Book. If we
want to understand Jesus and walk more closely with him, we will read and learn from the sto-
ries he cherished.

Our approach to studying the Old Testament is extremely important. From the very
beginning of our movement, Christians have too often been guilty of antisemitism, exhibiting
prejudice or even hostility directed at Jewish people. We may bristle at the idea that we could
be implicated in such bias, but many misunderstandings about Jewish people and distortions
about Jewish faith have simply been accepted uncritically in churches. As we read Old Testa-
ment stories together, we must be on the watch for places in which anti-Jewish thinking may
have seeped into the church.

Additionally, much of Christian theology has taught the concept of supersessionism, or
the idea that the Christian Church has replaced Jewish people as God’s covenantal partner. We
may unwittingly treat Judaism as if this faith is no longer a valid way to connect with God. We
will study the stories of the Old Testament from a vantage point that acknowledges that we are
loved by a God who is capable of having covenants with more than one group of people. In
fact, we are loved by a God who is capable of presenting God’s self to various peoples in
various ways! We can be faithful in our embrace of and commitment to Christ without as-
serting that those who practice Judaism or other religions are wrong. (cont’d on pg. 2)

June 17, 2026 Volume 68, number 6




Page 2 The Christian Visitor

The Minister’s Missive

911 Mt. Hope Avenue

Dear Chutrch,

As I write to you today, I am nearing the end of my first day back on
the job after my two weeks of vacation time. Not all of my time away was fun,
though some of it was. During my first week off, I attended a hospice meeting
with my Mom and Dad; a few days later, my Dad began receiving hospice care at home. It is a heavy
time for my family, but I am grateful that my parents are receiving this much-needed care, and I am
glad that I could be present to support them as we enter this new season. I also spent time helping
my new daughter-in-law look for an apartment; she and my son have been coping with a stressful
living situation that includes neighbor-troubles and a very long daily commute. Again, I am not glad
for the challenges they are facing, but I am grateful to be able to offer some support in the midst of a
stressful situation.

A week into my vacation, I was able to turn my attention to some rest and fun! My youngest
son, Jude, and I travelled to Cincinnati where we stayed in an upstairs apartment in a neighborhood
filled with old homes with lots of character. Just a block away, we found an old church building that
had been turned into a coffee house that served great breakfast sandwiches. We went to the Newport
Aquarium, discovered a great independent movie theater downtown, ate Skyline chili, and visited the
Underground Railroad Museum.

Having taken many vacations with four kids, it was a novel experience for just two of us to
go away, made even more enjoyable by the fact that Jude and I share a lot of common interests.
Vacationing with four kids requires a lot of planning and careful budgeting, but Jude and I were able
to just go with the flow, do what we wanted to do, and eat where we wanted to eat. We hung out in
the apartment and played board games, and, as usual, I trounced him playing gin. Our vacation-y
time continued even after we returned home as we ate meals out, streamed some movies, took long
walks, and went thrift-shopping.

(cont’d on pg. 3)

(cont’d from pg. 1)

Further, we have tended to read the Old Testament through a Christian interpretive lens —
and it is perfectly okay to read whatever text we interact with as the people we are. However, it is also
important that we understand that the people for whom these texts were written had a very different
context. Acknowledging our many constraints, we will try to understand what a story might have
meant in its place and time, as well as exploring what it might mean to us. We will read with an
awareness that these stories are not the exclusive property of a Christian audience, but that they are
also valued in other religious traditions, including Judaism and Islam.

You won’t want to miss this opportunity for learning as we grow together through “Good
News in Old Stories!”
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(cont’d from pg. 2)

Having those few days away gave me something I recognize I've been missing: perspective.
I don’t need to convince you that it's been a heavy year. Between the staff transitions, the capital
campaign, and the impacts of the fire, the past year has held more pastoral responsibilities than a
pastor might expect to face in a decade. The result of those converging demands has been long
workdays and very little time off; in fact, in all of 2025, I used only five of my twenty vacation days.
I’m not telling you this to brag; in fact, I share that detail with regret, shaking my head at myself for
failing to prioritize rest.

Church, I love you very much - but sometimes I need to not think about you - or at least
not think about you every minute. I needed to laugh with my kiddo, to eat some high-calorie chili,
to watch movies that make me laugh and think, and to buy a new outfit that feels like “me.” I
needed to remember that I serve you best when my well of resources is not dry. How vain and ego-
tistical it is, really, to work as if the world depends upon me to keep spinning on its axis. Even God
rested after six days of work!

And so, with enough perspective to recognize my need to invest in continued perspective
(which only comes when one steps away from work!), I am making some commitments to myself
and to you that I trust you to understand and support. First is to take a day or two off every
week. Since the fire, that has not been the norm. So, I will thank you in advance for not expecting
an immediate response if you text or email me on a Friday or Saturday.

Second, I recognize a need to limit how many evening church commitments I accept in a
week. Three or four is too many - but not unusual. I plan to limit evening commitments to two per
week unless there is something that truly cannot wait - in which case I will give myself a late start
the next day. I appreciate you understanding if you have to wait longer to get a meeting on the cal-
endar with me than you have been accustomed to.

Finally, I have scheduled out most of my remaining vacation time for this year (and, per the
Board’s approval, my unused time from last year as well). I have too often decided that y’all just
couldn’t do without me and have failed to commit to take time away. But the truth is that this
church has a very capable staff and lots of talented and committed layfolks - you are just fine when 1
take a break! More importantly, we are all better off when I claim the gifts that come with that
break.

Oh, there’s one more detail I want to share about my time away in Cincinnati. I had not
noticed the actual address of our Airbnb apartment until I was in the car, ready to type it into my
phone to get directions.

We stayed at 911 Mt. Hope Avenue.

Summer Shalom,

Rm Fe

Pastor Kyrmen
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Save the Dates—Connect with the Bloomington Community

FCC’s Community Connections Ministry has plans to share hospitality with our Bloomington
neighbors. Volunteers will be needed for the following events:

Taste of Bloomington - Saturday, August 1 - FCC will provide seating on our lawn for diners as
well as bathroom hospitality in our building!

Bloomington Pride - Saturday, August 22 - FCC will once again host the gender-affirming clothing
swap in our chapel gathering space. We will also have a booth on our front lawn and will offer
bathroom hospitality.

More information about these events and volunteer sign-ups will be available soon!

Welcome Back, Ian Matthews! Pastor Matt’s Commissioning on June 28
We welcome Ian Matthews back to FCC’s staff | The Christian Church in Indiana’s Commission
in a new role! Ian is serving as our Peace and on Ministry has recognized Pastor Matt with a
Safety Steward, a new position which focuses Certificate of Commissioned Ministerial Stand-

on helping FCC to be a
safe and hospitable place
for all who participate in
our Sunday morning min-
istries. Please make Ian
feel welcome by saying
hello when you see him
on Sunday morning!

ing to serve as Associate Pastor at FCC! On
Sunday, June 28, during our 10:00 a.m. worship
service, we will formally welcome Pastor Matt in
a service of commissioning. Please plan to join
us in the chapel gathering space after worship
for a cake and punch reception as we celebrate
Pastor Matt’s ministry!

Summer Fun for Families!

K Calling all families with kids in grades 3 through 12! On
Thursday, July 16 at 4:30 p.m., let’s meet up at Classic Lanes
(1421 N Willis Drive) for some crazy bowling!! Never been
crazy bowling?? Pastor Kyrmen will be delighted to show you
how it’s done! Crazy bowling levels the playing field -
whether you are an experienced bowler or aren’t sure how
your fingers fit in the
bowling ball holes, you
are guaranteed to have a
good time! Kids, bring
your parents, grandparents, or grown up friends to join in
the fun - OR, if you don’t have an adult who can bring you,
let Pastor Kyrmen know so we can get you a ride!

After we’ve worked up an appetite at the bowling alley, we’ll
caravan to Mother Bear’s for pizza and more fun!
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The Associate’s Angle

Graduation season always brings a unique energy to a college town like
ours. There’s an air of possibility, a sense of crossing thresholds, and the quiet
courage it takes to step into something new. As students close out one chapter
and open another, they remind the rest of us that growth is rarely tidy. It asks us
to stretch, to wonder, to risk, and sometimes to let go of what once felt familiar.

As I've passed my first 90 days at FCC, I’'ve been reflecting on how
transitions - whether joyful, uncertain, or somewhere in between - can become
sacred spaces where God does some of His best work.

A Faith That Can Stretch

Recently I listened to a conversation with Meredith Miller, author of Woven: Nurturing a
Faith Your Kid Doesn’t Have to Heal From. She invites parents to move away from rigid faith
metaphors like walls and foundations, and instead to see faith more like a web - flexible, resilient,
and uniquely woven for each person. This opens up a much more spacious way of thinking about
what it means to guide our kids spiritually. She also makes a helpful distinction between obedience-
based faith and trust-based faith. Trust, she says, must come first. Obedience, when it really mat-
ters, grows naturally out of a relationship with a God we’ve come to know and trust, not fear.
While we can’t control how our kid’s faith unfolds, we can trust that God is already at work in their
lives.

That image of a woven, trust-rooted faith resonates with the journey my family has been on this
past year.
A Family Conversation Abont Faith

My journey to the Disciples of Christ comes out of embracing a faith that can withstand
questions, complexity, and even disagreement; choosing to leave a church denomination that had
been my lifetime home. When my wife and I talked with our daughters about this transition, we
tried to explain it simply and honestly, centered around a love of Scripture and a desire to follow
Jesus wholeheartedly.

We told them that Christians have always interpreted Scripture using context, tradition,
reason, experience, and the Spirit’s guidance. We shared that our tradition never required a rigid,
literal reading of every verse but instead teaches that Scripture shows us the way of salvation and
helps us learn to follow Jesus. We also talked gently about LGBTQ Christians - people who love
Jesus, follow Jesus, and long to belong in the church like anyone else. We explained that while
some churches welcome them fully, others do not, and that this can cause deep harm. Through
study, prayer, and listening to those who have been wounded, we came to realize that truly wel-
coming all is not a departure from Jesus’ teaching - it is a faithful expression of it.

When our former denomination discouraged open conversation about these matters and
insisted all LGBTQ relationships are sinful, we realized we needed a church where trust, inquiry,
and hospitality could flourish. That realization led us here - to a community shaped by the open
table, where Christ is the host and all are welcome.

(cont’d on pg. 6)
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(The Associate’s Angle cont’d. from pg. 5)
A Tradition Spacions Enongh for Growth
One of the gifts of the Disciples of Christ tradition is its commitment to:
- Open inquiry - where questions are welcomed as signs of a living faith.
- Freedom of conscience - where each person is trusted to seek God with integrity.
- Shared discernment - where we listen for the Spirit together.
- Radical hospitality - where every person is received as Christ receives us.
These are not just denominational values; they are spiritual practices that shape a community
capable of deep love and deep growth.

Faith Formation for All Ages

As the school year ends, I’'m reminded that learning is not limited to classrooms. The
church, too, is a place of formation. As I begin to lean more into Faith Formation ministries
at FCC, my hope is to nurture a faith that is spacious, resilient, and rooted in the way of Jesus
- not a checklist of beliefs, but a lifelong journey of trust. Pastor Kyrmen and I look forward
to sharing more ways for families with children and youth to connect in the days ahead.

A Season of Endings and Beginnings

Just as graduates step into their next chapter with a mixture of excitement and uncer-
tainty, I step into more of FCC’s ministries with gratitude and anticipation. I continue to be
thankful for the welcome you have extended to me and my family. I am thankful for the trust
you have already shown. And I am thankful to be part of a tradition that believes God is still
speaking, still forming, still calling us toward a wider, deeper love.

My hope is that in the months and new seasons ahead, we will continue to grow to-
gether - rooted in Christ, open to the Spirit, and committed to a faith that is spacious enough
for every person God brings through our doors.

May this season of endings and beginnings remind us that the journey of faith is al-
ways unfolding, and that God meets us faithfully, every step of the way.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Matt Gargiulo

matt@fccbloomington.org
(812) 929-6684

In Our Prayers...

We offer our sympathy and prayer to Chip and Cindy Welch and family as they
grieve the passing of Chip's brother, Eric Welch, on May 23. A funeral service was
held on June 4. We pray for God's tender presence in this time of mourning.




Vol 68, no. 6

Page7

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

07/02  |Amy Cheek 410 Eastside Drive Bloomington [IN 47401
07/02 |Gia Gargiulo 4556 N. Harriman Dr. Bloomington [IN 47404
07/03 (Terry Daugherty 4412 N. Hillview Drive Bloomington [IN 47408
07/07 |Alexander [Trippel  [1497 E. Commander Ct. Bloomington [IN 47401
07/07 Tim Sullivan {1764 S. Ramsey Drive Bloomington [IN [47401
07/08 [Jim Watson 1026 S. Mitchell St. Bloomington [IN 47401
07/08 |Alex Cartwright|2927 N. Bankers Drive Bloomington [IN (47408
07/09 |Bob Boyle 3816 Pepperchase Ct. Bloomington [IN 47401
07/11 |Lynn Sinn 2559 S. Smith Rd. Bloomington [IN [47401
07/15 Martha Sullivan {1764 S. Ramsey Drive Bloomington [IN [47401
07/17 |Chartlotte |Gargiulo 4556 N. Harriman Drive Bloomington [IN 47404
07/18 |Peggy Stafford 1628 S. Bellemeade Drive Bloomington [IN 147401
07/19 |Carole Ambler 815 Carefree Lane Bloomington [IN 47401
07/20 Roger Isaacs 2959 N. Ramble Road West Bloomington [IN 47408
07/23 |Sandy Bate 736 E. Moss Creek Circle Bloomington [IN 47401
07/25 |Claire ohann 3057 E. Chase Lane Bloomington [IN [47401
07/27 Jane Watkins  |1144 E. Benson Court Bloomington [IN 47401
07/28 |Betsy Watson 1026 S. Mitchell St. Bloomington [IN 47401
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Wanted: Director of Children and Youth Ministries

FCC is in need of a Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries! We are looking for a person (or
two people) with a vibrant faith and a love for kids! Haley Norris has officially ended her time of
service as our interim in this role, but we have not yet identified a qualified candidate for the per-
manent position. The role is for 12 hours per week and focuses on leading weekly children’s wor-
ship, a monthly youth meeting, a monthly youth activity, and a monthly children’s/family activity.
The role could be split into two 6-hour jobs (separating responsibilities for children from responsi-
bilities for youth) for the right candidate(s). If you know someone who may be interested, please
contact Pastor Kyrmen for the full job description.




First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

205 E. Kirkwood Avenue
Bloomington, IN 47408

812-332-4459
fcc@fechloomington.org
www.fcchloomington.org

The Christian Visitor

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

SHARING THE INCLUSIVE LOVE OF CHRIST

Non-Profit Org.

US Postage Paid
Bloomington, IN 47408
Permit #217

Vol 68, no. 6



	Part 1 June 2026 Newsletter.pdf
	Part 2 June 2026 Newsletter.pdf

