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New Seeker’s Class Beginning

On Sunday, October 8, six Seekers and their mentors will begin a very special faith formation journey!
Our Seekers are students who are ready to discern whether they are ready to make the commitment of
baptism and church membership. Over the next eight months, they will meet with Pastor Kyrmen for a
monthly class. Each student will also meet regularly with an adult mentor who will be a special friend and
encourager.

Students Mentors
Our six Seekers and their Mentors are: Jude Walsh Tim Sullivan

Mia Walsh Bess Lee

Ben Jackson Joe Lee

Tate Knepper Mike Donham
Pacer Norris Nick Mitchell
Ethan Fletcher Kip Myers

You will hear more about our Seekers as we feature individual bios in upcoming editions of The Visitor. In
the meantime, please add these young people to your prayers as they grow and mature in faith!

Blessing of the Animals
Join us This Sunday, Oct. 8, on FCC’s Front Lawn at 4:00 pm

Do you have a beloved pet? Then bring your darling furball (or scaly reptile or agile amphibian, etc.) to
FCC’s lawn for our Blessing of the Animals service on Sunday, October 8 at 4:00 pm. This brief and light-
hearted service gives us an opportunity to share the joy of our pets and be reminded that they are God’s
beloved creatures. Special music will be provided by vocal ensemble Cloud 7. If your best animal buddy is
shy or anti-social, you are welcome to bring a photograph. We will be collecting pet food for the Monroe
County Humane Association, so please bring along some dry or canned food. This is a wonderful event
for inviting friends and neighbors! So, gather up those doggies, kitties, snakes, hamsters, llamas, hippos,
and fire-breathing dragons (okay, now we’re just being silly. . .) for this fun-filled event!
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The Minister’s Missive
From Generation to Generation

Dear Church,

Most of you know that my fourth and youngest child, Jude, left for Earlham
College in August. This weekend, he will come home for his first visit. He is
having a marvelous time at Earlham — making friends, engaging in his
schoolwork and getting great feedback on it, connecting with professors, and
working at a college job he really enjoys. He’s also intentionally seeking

fellowship with other Christians. He’s been worshiping at an Episcopal church
on Sundays and attending a Christian student group. He is doing this because he wants to continue to
grow in his faith during these college years and because he values the gift of Christian community.

Jude did not come to value church life and community by accident. It happened because I, along
with mentors and Sunday school teachers and adult friends in the church, passed this gift on to him.
And I 'had the gift to pass on to Jude because my parents and my mentors and Sunday school teachers
and adult friends in the church passed these gifts to me. I can count back through the generations and
see how those who have gone before have helped to nurture my son to be a young man with a vibrant
faith. Many of you have similar stories, and like me, those stories fill you with gratitude. I am
unspeakably grateful for the church and the value it has added and continues to add to my life.

This Sunday, October 8, First Christian Church will begin its Commitment Season. For six Sundays,
our worship service will lead us to focus specifically on the ways in which the gift of faith is transmitted
from generation to generation. We will recall what the church universal, and specifically FCC, has
meant to us. Continuing that legacy of faith transmission requires that we translate the value we place

on the church into generosity.

In a brief congregational meeting after this Sunday’s worship service, the Finance Team will present
to you the proposed budget for 2024. This proposed budget will help us to understand just what level
of giving is needed in order for FCC to live into this vision for a new year, a year of positive change,
growth, and openness to the Spirit’s transformative work. I invite each of you personally to attend that
meeting, to ask your questions, and to join in dreaming dreams that we truly can realize in 2024 as we
live into God’s call to be Realm-bearers in Bloomington.

May we be grateful for the faith that has been handed down from generation to generation, and may
we reflect that gratitude in our own generous giving.

Shalom,

i e

Pastor Kyrmen
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Sacred Places deate: Feasibility Study

Beginning late this month, a team of consultants from Partners for Sacred Places will begin leading
FCC through a feasibility study. Here are some things you need to know:

What is Partners for Sacred Places?
Partners for Sacred Places is a nonprofit organization based in Philadelphia that works with historic

houses of worship. Providing a variety of services, they help churches remain viable, guiding them in
good stewardship of what is for most churches the most significant resource — the building.

Why does FCC need a feasibility study?
Our beautiful old building is in need of some significant repairs. Those repairs will be costly, with

estimates around $1.5 million dollars back in 2020. Newer estimates are being sought, but we know
the cost has increased. We will need to accomplish some significant fundraising, including through a
capital campaign, in order to complete these repairs. The feasibility study will help us to determine
whether the time is right for that campaign and help us put appropriate steps in place to maximize our
success. It will also help us set a reasonable goal for our fundraising.

How will the feasibility study be conducted?
The feasibility study is primarily conducted through a series of interviews. During the week of Nov 6-

10, our consulting team will be on site to conduct in-person interviews. Additional interviews will be
held virtually or by phone. Interviewees will include church leaders, current and former church
members, current and potential community partners, neighboring businesses, civic leaders, charitable
foundation representatives and philanthropists. These interviews will seek to discover whether church
members understand and support the projects that are proposed to be completed, whether church
members feel there are more pressing priorities, and whether they are willing to give to a capital
campaign. The interviews will also help determine how others in the community see our congregation
and whether they may be interested in supporting us in repairing our building. In total, 45 interviews
will be conducted. You might be contacted and invited to do an interview, or you might not.

How much is the feasibility study going to cost us?
Partners for Sacred Places’ charge for the feasibility study is $18,000. But the good news is that the
Sacred Places Team has already applied for two grants, one from Center for Congregations and one

from Sacred Places New Dollars New Partners, which the team is fully confident will be awarded. The

two grants will pay the total cost of the feasibility study. In other
words, there is no financial impact on the congregation.

may also contact Pastor Kyrmen or a member of the Sacred Piaces
Team (Terry Daugherty, Betsy Watson, Charlie Sinn, Shari Sprinkle,

Tim Sullivan, Chris Martoglio, or Jim Watson).
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In Our Prayers...

We offer prayers for Lynn Sinn and family upon the passing of her father, Rev. Louis
Crouch, on September 16. A funeral service was held on September 23.
We offer prayers for Charlie Sinn and family as services are held for his father, Charles Sinn,
Sr., on Tuesday, October 10 at 10:00 am at the Funeral Chapel (3000 E. 3 St.). Calling will be held
on Monday, October 9 from 4:00 to 7:00 pm and on Tuesday from 9:00 am until the time of service.
Cards and notes for Lynn and Charlie and their family can be sent to 2559 S. Smith Road,
Bloomington, IN, 47401.

Congregational Meeting — Sunday, October 8 after worship

On Sunday, October 8, FCC’s Commitment Season will begin as every family and individual considers
how they will support our operating budget in 2024. All are invited to remain in the sanctuary after
worship for a brief congregational meeting. This meeting has two objectives:

1. The Finance Committee will share its proposed 2024 budget. The budget will convey ministry plans and
goals for 2024 so that our congregation understands the financial commitment that is needed to make
those goals a reality. There will be opportunities during and after the meeting for you to ask any
questions you have about the proposed budget. We will not be voting on the budget at this
time. After our pledges are received on November 12, the Finance Committee will assess whether
adjustments must be made to the proposed budget to meet anticipated giving. A final budget proposal
will be presented and voted on after any necessary adjustments have been made.

2. Utilizing this opportunity to address the assembled congregation, the Sacred Places Team and Capital
Projects Committee will explain in detail the purpose and process of the feasibility study which will be
led by consultants from Partners for Sacred Places in late October and November. The congregation

will be given an opportunity to ask any questions they may have about the study and its goals.

Thank you for all who donated fabric and put it all together to create Our
beautiful table on World Communion Sunday!
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Lend Your Voice to our Advent Devotional!

You may have noticed a Christmas tree in the Chapel Gathering Space. Unlike some
department stores, we aren’t beginning our celebration of Christmas early. We are
getting ready for Advent early! That’s because we want to give you a chance to
contribute. On the Christmas tree are prompts for contributing a short (2-4 sentence)
reflection for our Advent devotional. Please consider participating and choosing a

prompt from the Christmas Tree. Once you have prepared your short response, you
will email it to Crystal Hammon and she will include them as she prepares our Advent Devotional.
For those of you who are not able to come to worship, here are the prompts and instructions:

Please share 2-4 sentences from your reflection on any or all of the following questions.
Your responses will be included in our Advent devotional. Crystal Hammon is
collecting your responses and writing the Advent devotional this year. Please send your
reflection to her at hammon.crystal@gmail.com by Oct 30.

Advent Devotional Prompts:

¢ As we wait on the coming of the Lord during Advent, reflect on how your faith helps you wait for
the things you long for. (Examples: loving family, world peace, or relief from chronic pain.)

¢ How will you wean yourself from small hopes, false hopes, and lean into the true hope of Christ?
(Examples: noticing what substitutes for the grander hopes you know God has for you, or even
contrasting God's grander hopes with smaller ones, such as material things, addictions, or
achievements.)

¢ The Jewish people in Jesus' time believed the Messiah would bring shalom—holistic peace among
the nations—and John the Baptist prophetically called the people to prepare for the Messiah's
advent. What will you do to prepare the way of the Lord in the coming year? (Examples: anything
you'll choose to emphasize or deemphasize to further the prophetic identity of the church, such as
work you'll do in FCC ministries or anywhere you can use your gifts to point others to Christ, or

simply reflect God's goodness and beauty.)

¢ In the lows of your daily life, what aspects of your faith sustain your joy? (Examples: bible stories
like the cleverness of Esther or reflecting on how Mary treasures her role as the mother of Jesus;
or aspects of our weekly worship or intergenerational relationships in our church.)

¢ How will you respond to God's call to love your neighbor more deeply? (Examples: giving grace to
someone who irritates you, crossing social boundaries that keep you from offering friendship,
meeting a need that makes someone's life more bearable, etc.)



Calling all crafters!
We Need Your Help for FCC’s Advent Market!

We hope many of you have heard by now that we are planning an Advent Market on Dec. 3,
immediately following a special Hanging of the Greens service here at FCC. Right now, we are looking
for crafters who would like to donate merchandise to sell at the Advent Market, which will be a church
fundraiser. These items don’t need to be Christmas themed, they just need to be something that would
make a fun gift for Christmas or a stocking stuffer. If you are interested, please fill out the form in this
newsletter, and send it back to the FCC office for Pastor Sarah Lynne (mailing address is listed on the
back page of the newsletter).

We hope this market will showcase all of the talents at FCC (and we have A LOT of talented
people!) and help you get some of your Christmas shopping done. Invite your friends and family to this
special event!

Welcome Table Breakfast Updates

We have hired a Community Engagement Partner, Patty Moon! Patty will be helping us manage the
Welcome Table Breakfast on Sunday mornings. Read all about Patty in the article below, but please
give Patty a warm welcome when you meet her!

The Welcome Table has been awarded the Sophia Travis Grant recognizing our work in the
community through the support of our Monroe County council who awarded this grant to help with
the purchase of milk and eggs during 2024. It is an honor to be recognized for doing God’s work in the
community.

Call for Volunteers at the Breakfast!

We still need your help at the breakfast! Please let Pastor Sarah Lynne know if you are able to
volunteer. She sends out an email once a month with a sign-up. You are welcome to sign up when it is
convenient for you and as often as you are able. Let Pastor Sarah Lynne know if you would like to be
on that email list to receive the sign-up. Please consider supporting this needed ministry with your
hands and feet!

Introducing Our Community Engagement Partner, Patty Moon

"‘ We extend a warm welcome to our newest staff member, Patty Moon. Patty will
serve FCC’s Welcome Table Breakfast in the role of Community Engagement Partner.

_ Her responsibilities include overseeing the health and safety of breakfast participants,
= ~welcoming and conversing with diners, and providing information about outside
firesources as needed. Patty has experience with de-escalation, is a certified mental health
g First Aider, and has training in conflict mediation. She serves as Communications and
Outreach Coordinator at Middle Way House and has been involved in local groups such
as the City of Bloomington’s Advisory for Public Safety Commission, the guiding coalition for SCAAP, and
Young Professionals Bloomington.

We are excited about the skills and commitment to service Patty brings with her. She will begin serving

at the Welcome Table on Oct 8. Please extend your warm welcome to her!
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Discovering Poland (and the Netherlands & Kosovo)
with FCC Assistant Music Director and Organist ShaylaVan Hal

Friends of FCC,

Dobrze jest znobw by€ z wamil It is good to be back with you and returning to my duties at the
church as your organist and assistant music director. I am grateful to all the staff here at FCC and my
substitute, Molly Patrick, for keeping everything running smoothly while I was away for my
dissertation research in Europe from June 20 to September 13--nearly 3 months! While the majority
of my time was spent in Poland, I gave two organ recitals in the Netherlands at the beginning of my
trip, and I took a long weekend trip to the Balkan nation of Kosovo to visit an IU friend once I had
completed my research at the end of August. The planning that went into my research trip was
nearly two years in the making, and I was surprised again and again as God provided the
opportunities I needed as I worked through the planning process.

Since my senior year of undergrad, I’ve been interested in how Eastern European musicians
functioned within the cultural confines of communism. After connecting with a Polish organist friend
of mine, I decided to research the life and music of Polish organist and cornposer Marian Sawa
(1937-2005), who was composing religious organ music both ]
during and after the communist era in Poland. As a child of the
American education system that emerged from the Cold War,
I had assumed all musicians, particularly those of religious

music, had been heavily sanctioned within the communist
system. Throughout my research, I came to realize this was not q
universally true, especially in Poland. As a staunchly Catholic '
country, the communist government certainly worked hard to
jail priests and send the church underground, but the Polish people fought back, and the number of
churches in Poland actually grew during the communist years.

Marian Sawa received no government sanctions for writing religious music, but, like many other
organists, he had to make the choice between working for the church or working in the government-
supervised education sector, which he ultimately chose. There was no particular event that caused
Sawa to be more bold in his writing of religious music, but he was more cautious in his early years--
during the Krushchev administration--and more open post-1978, after Karol Wojtyia was elected
Pope John Paul II.

I have been studying Polish on my own since January 2021 and with a tutor since January 2022, so
I applied for a NAWA scholarship to study Polish intensively during a month-long summer program,
which I received. I studied at the Catholic University of Lublin for the month of July, studying Polish
three hours each weekday, attending lectures on Polish history and culture, and taking excursions to
Polish historical landmarks.

(Continued on page 8)
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(Discovering Poland. .. continued from page 7)

A HALLOWEEN COMCERT FOR ALL AGES

During the month of August, I stayed in Warsaw,
primarily working with Dr. Jan Bokszczanin on
researching and practicing the organ works of Sawa.
Jan is a former student and friend of Sawa’s, as well
as a scholar and performer of his music. I also spent
time at the University of Warsaw Library Archives of
Polish Composers, studying original manuscripts of
Sawa’s music. I received an opportunity to interview
Marietta Kruzel-Sosnowska, Sawa’s first wife and a
champion of his music. It was an exciting month of
research, and I feel very prepared to write my
document from my work in Poland.

The trip would not have been complete without a
short trip to Krakow, only a short distance from the THEBLOOINGIT
Auschwitz memorial, where Eva Mozes Kor regularly
gave tours before her death (remember the

documentary and Joe Lee’s excellent talk about her
life?). Bess sent me a list of places to visit in the city,
all of which were excellent. It was an organist’s

paradise--you couldn’t throw a rock without hitting B c S
LOOMINGTON U_HAMBER SINGERS

a cathedral in that city! By chance I was able to play
one of the cathedral organs after Sunday mass, which

was a thrill. 7 7/ BACH: MAGNIFICAT
I have so many stories to tell, but I can’t take up ' VIVALDI: GLORIA

the whole newsletter! I’ve been to several countries

in Europe and studied German for 4 years, but I can 7:30 pm
. Sunday, October 22, 2023
safely say that Poland has become my new favorite St. Mark’s United Methodist Church

country to visit, and I look forward to more trips in
the future. Thank you all for your prayers and support while I was away as well as the warm welcome
back. I'm more than happy to tell stories and answer questions over a cup of coffee after service on

Sunday.

Book Swap!

Ever wonder what to do with all those books you read for church classes and book studies? If you're
done with them, why not trade them in for something you haven’t read? Bring your used faith-based
books to church Sunday, October 17 to the Chapel Gathering Space. We’ll have a table set up for a
book swap. After the worship service, come peruse the selection and take what you like. Even if you
don’t donate any books, feel free to take some home with you. Anything left over will be taken to
Opportunity House. Read on, FCC!
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11/01 Fay “McIntyre 1918 S. Wilton Dr. " - Bloomington IN 47401
11701 Nick Mitchell 1200 S. Palmer Ave. Bloomington IN 47401
11/03 Hannah Watson 864 S. Coriander Court Bloomington IN 47401
11/03 Crystal Hammon 1838 E. Water's Edge Dr. Unit 77 Bloomington IN 47401
11/04 Gale Hill 1007 E. Sherbrooke Dr. Bloomington IN 47401
11/04 Joe Allman 907 E. Vixen Drive Bloomington IN 47408
11/07 John Ambler 915 E. Juniper Place Bloomington IN 47408
11/09 Scott Fettchenhauer 5337 E. State Rd. 46 Bloomington IN 47401
11/09 Connie Myers 4813 N. Ashcroft Ln. Bloomington IN 47404
11/11 Jasmine Martoglio 4624 S. Whooping Crane Ln. Bloomington IN 47403
11/11 Aurelia Martoglio 4624 S. Whooping Crane Ln. Bloomington IN 47403
11/15 Sara Dailey Munoz 4363 W. Gifford Rd. Bloomington IN 47403
11/17 Joanie  Breeden 3808 Woods Edge Bend Bloomington IN 47401
11/17 Rhonda Trippel 1497 E. Commander Ct. Bloomington IN 47401
11/17 Maya Norris 3194 N. Dahlia Lane Bloomington IN 47404
11/18 Lilah Knepper 3918 S. Woods Edge Bend Bloomington IN 47401
11/25 Wren Humphrey 900 S. Grant St. Bloomington IN 47401
11/25 Mark Knepper 3918 S. Woods Edge Bend Bloomington IN 47401
11/26 Jenn Richards 1651 W. Dove Drive Bloomington IN 47403

Please let us know Z’fwe have Ieft anyone oﬁrqftbe birthday list!

Concert Opportunity in Halloween Candy Needed!

February! . o
Y October is here, so it’s time to get ready for Halloween!

Would you be interested in joining FCC will once again participate in the Downtown Trick or
Treat event on Friday, Oct. 27 at 5:00 pm. This is a

popular community event, so help us make sure kids get

FCC friends for a concert featuring
Rachel Lampa, Andrew Ripp &
Blessing Offor on February 16 at

their fill of candy at FCC! So, please donate individually

7:00 pm in Anderson? If so, contact
Amy Lynn at 812-361-8526 by
October 17.

wrapped candy (NO NUTS PLEASE)! Drop it
off at FCC by Oct. 22. Contact Jean Thompson
(lajean65(@gmail.com or 812-552-9043) to

volunteer at the event!

L O

&)

Fun, fellowship and music!




Advent Market Donation Sign-up Sheet

Advent Market: Sunday, December 3" 4:00-6:30 pm

Our Advent Market will include handmade items, a “White Elephant”/re-gift table, Soup Bar, and
Cookie Walk. Please fill in any of the areas where you plan to make a donation and return this form
to the Church Office. Contact Pastor Sarah Lynne (sarahlynne@fccbloomington.org) with questions
or to coordinate item drop-offs.

Your name:

Email Address: Contact Phone#:

Soup Bar
*these items should be dropped off the day of the Market

Type of Soup:

Other items (bread, crackers, etc):

Cookie Walk
*Please drop these items off by 2pm on the day of the Market
We welcome any kind of cookies, candies, or sweet treats. Suggested amount 2-4 dozen.

Sweet Treat:

Sweet Treat:

Craft/Handmade items
*these items can be dropped off at the church during the week leading up to the Market

Item name:

Suggested Donation:

Item name:

Suggested Donation:

White Elephant/Re-gift table items (gag gift items or something that you have
received that you’d like to pass along)
*these items can be dropped off at the church during the week leading up to the Market

Item name:

Suggested Donation:
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Scripture Readings
For Sunday Worship

October 8
Philippians 3:4b-14
Exodus 20:104, 7-9, 12-20

October 15
. Philippians 4:1-9
Join us THIS SUNDAY, Oc.t 8, at 4:00pm Exodus 32:1-14
FCC’s Blessing of the Animals October 22

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Exodus 33:12-23
October 29
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
Deuteronomy 34:1-12

All are welcome, so bring your pet and invite
g

friends and neighbors to bring their pets too!
(Details on the cover)
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