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Commitment Season - Treasure in Heaven
Join us for Commitment Season Beginning October 13th

FCC’s Commitment Season begins on Sunday, October 13! As we explore the theme “Treasure
in Heaven,” all will be invited to consider how we will support FCC in 2025.

On Sunday, October 27, please plan to participate in a brief congregational meeting immediately
after worship at which the proposed 2025 budget will be presented. A narrative version of the budget

will also be shared, which will help us to see how our monetary giving is translated into ministry.

Pledge cards will be mailed to each household soon. Please

rayerfully consider your commitment for 2025. )
pryee . o In This Issue...
On Sunday, November 10, we will dedicate our pledge cards
during worship. After the service, all are invited to the Great Flu Shot clinic on Oct. 20th
Hall for our celebratory Commitment Sunday luncheon. Food and Supply Drive for MCUM

Save the datefor Second Saturday
FCC Congregational Meeting on Oct. 27 Game Night in November!

Immediately following worship Downtown Trick Or Treating

Plan to join us for a brief congregational meeting on event on Oct. 25th!
October 27 when we will share the proposed 2025 budget. Candy needed!
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The Minister’s Missive

Treasures in Heaven

In Mark 10: 17-31, Jesus is approached by a man who wants to know how he can inherit eternal life.
When the man asserts that he has kept the commandments all his life, Jesus responds with this: “Jesus,
looking at him, loved him and said, ‘You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”” The man is shocked by Jesus’

words and walks away in sorrow, for he has many possessions.

Beginning this Sunday, October 13, as we enter Commitment Season, we will contemplate together
what it means to have “treasure in heaven.” What does Jesus mean by “treasure” Is he talking about the
riches of the very wealthy? If so, then how does this apply to the rest of us? And just what does Jesus
mean by “heaven”?

In the gospels, Jesus speaks a great deal of the “kingdom of heaven” and the “kingdom of God.”
Different gospel writers use different terms, but they essentially mean the same thing. While we have
often interpreted “the kingdom” as a paradise where we go when we die, Jesus means much more than
that by the term. God’s Kingdom, or God’s Realm, is the place where the world is what God always
intended for it to be. It is the Garden of Eden — a place where everyone has what they need and where
all live in health, safety, freedom, and wholeness. The Realm is a place of shalom. Jesus is not only
inviting us to be part of the Realm after our death; he is inviting us to bring the Realm in the here and
now. The Kingdom of God doesn’t start when we die; it comes when we engage with God to live in
God’s ways right now.

The “treasure in heaven” of which Jesus speaks is not money or possessions. Jesus is telling the rich
man that if he will let go of living according to the world’s ways — amassing wealth and focusing on
accumulation — he will cultivate within himself and the world around him true treasure: peace,
wholeness, and health. These qualities begin in the here and now and carry on even after our death.
Because we love the security and ease that money and possessions provide, they are obstacles to our

doing things God’s way. They are not our true treasures.

This is hard stuff! But its also the stuff of freedom and abundant life. Jesus calls us to have “treasure in
heaven,” inviting us to lean into God’s ways of truth and justice and compassion and make those ways
our own. When we do, the Realm begins to come.

We’re in the deep end here, friends. And there is much more exploring for us
to do together. Please plan to be part of our worship services during
Commitment Season (Oct. 13 — Nov. 10) as we keep digging at how we might

step into the shalom-life for which we were made.

Shalom,
N, L7
}( ~ %]Ej/wwﬂ--u-__

Pastor Kyrmen
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MUSIC NOTE: By Jan Harrington

Celebrating the Music of Charles Ives - 150 Years of Influence

Next Sunday, October 13, our first church service of the Commitment
Season: Treasures in Heaven will feature the music of American composer
Charles Ives, whose 150th birth anniversary is being widely celebrated this
year. Ives is often regarded as one of the most innovative and influential
composers in American history, known for his bold experimentation with
harmony, rhythm, and form. He drew from a wide range of musical traditions,
blending elements of folk songs, patriotic tunes, and hymnody into his

compositions.

Ives’ sacred music is particularly noteworthy, as it reflects his deep spiritual

convictions and his love for American hymn traditions. He often incorporated
familiar hymn tunes into complex, layered compositions, creating a sense of

communal worship while pushing the boundaries of traditional church music.

Beyond the church, Ives’ influence extends to American culture at large. As one of the first
composers to break free from European traditions, he paved the way for future American composers
to develop a uniquely American sound. His music reminds us of the power of creativity, the strength

of individual commitment, and the importance of preserving our cultural heritage.

Join us this Sunday as we honor the life and music of Charles Ives, whose work continues to inspire
and Challenge listeners 150 years after his birth. We hope this celebration will deepen our
appreciation for the rich history of sacred music in America.

In Our Prayers...

We offer our sympathy and prayers to Charlie and Lynn Sinn and their family as they
mourn the loss of Charlie's mother, Sue Sinn, who passed on August 31 at the age of 96.
Visitation will be Friday, Oct. 11 from 4:30-7:30 pm and also at 9:00 am on Oct. 12
with a service following at 10:00 am on Saturday at The Funeral Chapel, located at 3000 E. 3rd St. in
Bloomington. Cards and notes of condolence can be sent to Charlie and Lynn at 2559 S. Smith Road,
Bloomington, 47401.

Natalie and David Garshaw and their family continue to be in our prayers as Natalie enters hospice
care following a courageous battle with pancreatic cancer. We give thanks for time spent celebrating
Natalie’s life at her celebration at FCC this past month. Cards and notes can be send to Natalie and
David at 3740 N. Russell Rd., Bloomington, 47408.
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Welcome to the Miller family!

Mark is a lifelong “townie” and Sarah met Mark while attending
Indiana University. The Millers own DeAngelo’s Italian Restaurant and
Sarah also works as the administrative assistant at Roger’s Elementary.
Their two girls, Tamsin and Josie, are in third and fourth grade. After
attending another church in the area for 10 years the pandemic made
them realize they wanted to find a community that went back to their
roots (Mark grew up going to Trinity Episcopalian and Sarah grew up
going to Central Christian Church in Terre Haute) and followed what
they felt Jesus calling them to. They found FCC and loved the warm
welcome and commitment to loving all of God’s people. Please extend

a warm welcome to the Millers!

Welcome Andre Deloney!

FCC welcomes new member Andre Deloney, who joins us by transfer
of membership. Andre is a proud father and grandfather and a veteran. He fug
has a love for Black history and offers a monthly talk on the subject at
Banneker Community Center. He also offers training sessions on anti-
bullying to local teens. Andre has a deep love for God and a desire to

serve his community. We are proud to welcome him to our FCC family!

Thank You!!

Thank you to everyone who donated and volunteered for this year’s PrideFest booth! We had a
wonderful turnout and connected with so many people in our community in meaningful and loving
ways!

Scott and Jennifer Fettchenhauer would like to thank the FCC Family for all of the well wishes,
prayers, meals, and cards as Jennifer recovered from surgery to repair a ruptured Achilles
tendon. This will be a long road of recovery, with months of rehab as I work to regain strength and
relearn some basic walking and balancing skills. All of the encouragement and care has been greatly
appreciated. You're the best!
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ST Flu and COVID Vaccine Clinic at FCC on October 20th!
Protect Yourself from the Flu and GetVaccinated Following Worship

%I FCC will host a Flu and Vaccine Clinic after worship on October 20. We
; 374 encourage everyone to get their vaccinations to keep yourself and others safe this
S ve #® " season. What could be more convenient than getting your dose after church? Please,
sign up in advance on the signup sheets found in the Chapel Gathering Space and on the reception
desk. Of course, you can still get your vaccine even if you forget to sign up. The sign-up helps us
prepare for the vaccine clinic.
You just need to bring your insurance card and photo ID. The nurses can administer flu vaccines

for those 6 months and older and COVID vaccines for 5 years of age and older. Please contact our
Faith Community Nurse Lynae Mitchell with any questions at FCN4FCC(@outlook.com

o
L

Grab whatever craft you are working on and come on out Wednesday, Nov 6 to our fall craft night.

gHRAFT Join Us for A Night of Crafting
IGHT: Wednesday, November 6th from 6:00-8:00 pm

We will gather again in the Chapel Gathering Space from 6-8 pm to eat a light dinner and craft
together. Please bring a finger food or dessert to share if able. This would also be a great opportunity
to work on craft items for the Advent Market!

Advent Market Donations Needed

Our first Advent Market was so successful that we are holding another this year! Please start
thinking about what you can contribute. We are seeking donations of small handmade items that can
be given as gifts around Christmas. Christmas ornaments, hats or scarves, small stuffed animals,
quilted items, needlepoint, and cards are all popular. We will also have a soup bar and cookie table.
Please let Pastor Sarah Lynne know what you are planning to donate as soon as you can!

FCL - Second Saturday Game Night

Do you Love to laugh? Like hanging out with other people? Enjoy snacks?

If you answered “Yes!” to any of these questions, then FCC’s Second Saturday Game
® Night is for you! Beginning Saturday, November 9 from 7-9 pm, join your FCC

family the Second Saturday of each month for card games (Euchre, Uno, or Rummy
anyone?), board games (Sorry, but we don’t have a Monopoly on these Trivial Pursuits. ..) and most
importantly FELLOWSHIP! Bring with you: Games you like to play, snacks you like to eat/drink, or
just people who want to play! We'll provide: A warm and friendly atmosphere, tables and space, and
lemonade (because, yeah, sweet citrusy goodness!) Questions? Need a ride? Want to help? Contact
Amy Lynn (812/361-8526) or the church office (812/332-4459). Mark your calendar NOW!
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Tt “Pack the Pickup!” for Monroe County United Ministries
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The Food Pantry at Monroe County United Ministries needs a seasonal
replenishing! It’s Fall . . . time for cornbread and soup, chili or scalloped
potatoes, canned meats, mac and cheese, and canned and dried fruits. And
always, of course, fruit juices, hot and cold cereals, and crackers and healthy
snacks are welcome.

Weosesssssessss First Christian Church has a long history of sharing the love of Christ in the
rrrrrrEEEEeTt T Bloomington community through Monroe County United Ministries. This
year, FCC Voices of Faith is sponsoring a Fall drive for food staples, cleaning supplies, paper goods,
and diapers.

On Sunday, October 20, there will be special boxes at both FCC entrances. Or you can bring
your donations to the alley beside the church on Saturday, October 26, from 1:00-3:00 pm when
we will Pack the Pickup! Just drive into the alley and pull up right beside the pickup in the FCC
reserved parking spots. There will be extra hands to help you unload!

Please give generously to share Christ’s love and provide healthy food for families in-need
in our community.

‘ RECONCILIATION
Give to Reconciliation Ministry MIN ISTRY

The Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering is received each year in congregations on the last Sunday
in September and the first Sunday in October (in solidarity with World Communion Sunday). Funds
generated by this special emphasis are used throughout the year to provide grants to ministries and
congregations actively developing and implementing programs that promote our Church’s Pro-
Reconciliation and Anti-Racist identity. These programs and efforts seek to reveal, re-educate, and

oNCILZ,

remove systemic and structural barriers in our communities that serve to deny the image of God and
human thriving based on race.

Your gifts to Reconciliation Ministry strengthens our Church’s witness to God’s unending love for all
of humanity. With your generosity, leaders, communities, and our congregations are being equipped
to witness to God’s love and justice in all times and in every season. The time is always ripe to stand
up for justice to ensure that all of God’s children are treated equitably. Thank you for joining us on
this journey through your generosity.
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? P LATE OCTOBER/NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS fp
10/21 |Jane Zebendon 2309 S. Sussex Drive Bloomingtonk IN 47401
10/24 |Susan |Jenkin 3476 S. Knight Ridge Rd. Bloomington |[IN 47401
10/25 |Scott  |Cripe 3930 W. Tapp Rd. Bloomington [IN |47403
10/25 |Rachel |Rosolina 2004 Grovesnor Pl. Bloomington |[IN 47401
10/26 |Larry  |Deckard 1813 E. Arden Drive Bloomington [IN |47401
10/26 |Cindy |Kvale 1212 Skylark Ct. Bloomington [IN |47401
10729 |Jo Weddle 5390 W. Shadybrook Dr. Bloomington [IN 47403
10/29 |Mia Walsh 3006 S. Olcott Blvd. Bloomington [IN |47401
10/29 |Jude Rea-Hedrick {1212 W. Acacia Ct. Bloomington |[IN 47404
11/01 |Fay MclIntyre 1918 S. Wilton Dr. Bloomington [IN 47401
11/01 |Nick Mitchell 1200 S. Palmer Ave. Bloomington [IN |47401
11/03 |Crystal |Hammon 1838 E. Water's Edge Dr. Unit 77 |Bloomington |[IN 47401
11/04 |Gale Hill 1007 E. Sherbrooke Dr. Bloomington [IN |47401
11/04 |Joe Allman 907 E. Vixen Drive Bloomington [IN 47408
11/07 |John Ambler 915 E. Juniper Place Bloomington [IN |47408
11/09 |Scott  |Fettchenhauer |5337 E. State Rd. 46 Bloomington [IN 47401
11/09 |Connie Myers 4813 N. Ashcroft Ln. Bloomington [IN |47404
11/11 |Jasmine Martoglio 4624 S. Whooping Crane Ln. Bloomington [IN 47403
11/11 |Aurelia |Martoglio 4624 S. Whooping Crane Ln. Bloomington [IN |47403
11/15 |Sara Dailey Munoz 4363 W. Gifford Rd. Bloomington [IN 47403
11/17 |Joanie |Breeden 3808 Woods Edge Bend Bloomington [IN |47401
11/17 |Rhonda |Trippel 1497 E. Commander Ct. Bloomington [IN 47401
11/17 |Maya  Norris 3194 N. Dahlia Lane Bloomington [IN |47404
11/18 |Lilah Knepper 3918 S. Woods Edge Bend Bloomington [IN 47401
11/21 |Henry Street 2604A E. 2nd St. Bloomington [IN |47401
11/25 |Wren |Humphrey 900 S. Grant St. Bloomington [IN 47401
11/25 |Mark  Knepper 3918 S. Woods Edge Bend Bloomington [IN |47401
11/26 |Jenn Richards 1651 W. Dove Drive Bloomington [IN 47403

anuyo:n:;! Spm

THGH 8 TR

@First Christian Chure

r'?ﬁ
€S

Halloween Candy Denations Needed!

Please bring donations of individually wrapped candy (NO NUTS) and/or

Halloween novelty hand-out toys (example: temporary glow sticks or spider rings)
to hand out during the Downtown Trick or Treating event on Friday, Oct. 25. We

- L will be collectlng these donations until the 25th. Drop off in the box on the pew in

@ ..,-,1' ‘ the reception area. Thank you!!
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Scripture Readings
FIRST HRISTIAN CHORCH BLOOMINGTON For Sunday Worship

TRE ASURE KOS '7 October 13

Psalm 90:12-17
Mark 10:17-31

\.Ql

October 20
Psalm 91:9-16
Mark 10:35-45

s HENEN

FCC’s Commitment Season begins this Sunday, October 27
October 13th. Join us as we consider the many Psalm 126
blessings of our ministry together at FCC. Mark 10:46-52
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