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Join Us for Commitment Sunday

FROM GENERATION

November 12 at 10:00 am

Celebration Continues Following Worship
with All-Church Soup Lunch

This Sunday’s worship service brings the opportunity for the FCC
church family to focus on the many ministries of our church and to

TO GENERATION... consider all of the important ways that this church makes a difference in
our personal lives and in the life of our community. Commitment Sunday

is a special time when we commit ourselves personally and financially to the ministries at FCC. You

will find a commitment card inside this newsletter. Please, consider how your gifts provide necessary

support to continue and grow the ministries of FCC.

On Sunday (Nov. 12), if you are planning to worship in person, bring this card with you to

worship at 10:00 am. If you are worshipping online or will be unable to join us in worship, you can
mail your card to the FCC office at 205 E. Kirkwood Ave, Bloomington, 47408.

All-Church Soup Lunchfo]lowing Worship
on Commitment Sunday

We will celebrate FCC’s ministries during worship, and then
the celebration will continue following worship in Great Hall
where we will gather for our annual All-Church Soup Lunch. If
you would like to bring a crockpot with soup, a salad or a dessert
to share, please contact Cindy Welch at
cswelch0814(@yahoo.com who is coordinating the lunch. You
won’t want to miss it! The aromas from all of the soups will be

spectacular!
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The Minister’s Missive
From Generation to Generation
Dear Church,

What a blessing it is to be a part of First Christian Church in such an exciting season! Our Welcome
Table Breakfast is well-established and provides physical, social, and spiritual nourishment to between
70 and 100 people every Sunday. Our building is hosting new activities as an increasing number of
community partners enter into conversations about using our space. Six middle school students are
participating in our Seckers class, connecting with mentors and exploring what it means to be a follower
of Jesus. New fellowship opportunities are happening as we recently enjoyed a potluck and hymn-sing
and will soon gather for our Advent Market. We have been reaching out to meet our neighbors through
the Blessing of the Animals and through Downtown Trick-or-Treat at which we welcomed hundreds of
children and their families into our building. Our worship service continues to inspire and will include a
new offering with the Hanging of the Greens service on Dec. 3. The Spirit is moving through FCC!

These ministries and the many others I have not named bear witness to God’s love not just to those
who participate in these activities today, but to future generations that will be impacted by the
compassion that is being generated in our church. All this activity is supported by you — by your prayers,
your commitment, your labor, and your generous giving. I hope that you have taken the time to review
the 2024 narrative budget brochure that was recently mailed. It will help you to understand just what
the dollars you give in 2024 will do — how money will be transformed into ministry!

Our Finance Commission has created a proposed 2024 budget that calls for pledges of $33,500 more
than what was pledged last year. This means that for our ministry vision to be realized, all members and
participants in the life of our church need to consider increasing their giving for the coming year. If you
have never pledged before, perhaps this is the year to start, and if you have pledged in the past, I would
encourage you to spend some time in prayer asking God to lead you in generosity that your giving might
reflect the importance of FCC in your life and the life of your family. Take some time to reflect on how
thinking of our church makes you feel — Grateful? Hopeful? Supported? Loved? Offer daily prayers
about your glvmg before you fill out your pledge card — maybe something as simple as “God please guide
my giving.” Let your giving be a response to God’s activity in your life ;
through the work of the church.

On November 12 during our 10:00 a.m. service of worship, we will

bring our completed pledge cards forward and dedicate them. After
worship, all are invited to gather in the Great Hall for lunch as we

celebrate the commitments that have been made for 2024. It will be a day §
to anticipate all that God will do through our church in the coming year! '

Shalom

farte g

Pastor Kyrmen
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In Our Prayers...

We offer prayers for Carmie and Brett Hamilton upon the passing of Carmie’s mother,
Mary Mosson, on November 6 following a short time in hospice care. Cards and notes of
sympathy can be sent to Carmie at 1326 Dutch Ridge Rd., Heltonville, Ind., 47436.

Our Sacred Place

A lot is happening in the life of our church as related to our building. The Capital Projects Team hopes
to see the project to remodel our main floor bathrooms begin early next year. The Sacred Places Team is
working with our consultants from Partners for Sacred Places who will be on-site Dec. 3-5 conducting in
-person interviews.

Conversations with potential partners continue as we explore ways to be better stewards of our
building. One particularly fruitful conversation has produced a new relationship with Constellation Stage
and Screen, who will be renting our basement apartment for stays for visiting artists who are part of their
productions. Cindy and Chip Welch were recently approved by FCC’s Board to serve as our apartment
managers. They will book stays and coordinate details with Constellation. Through this opportunity,
FCC is not only supporting the arts in Bloomington, but also collecting rent that can be used to support
our church’s ministries.

Some of you are aware that we experienced some unexpected water in the basement when our HVAC
system was switched over to heat for the season. Two expensive repairs had to be completed in order for
us to keep our building warm this winter. Those repairs have brought us face to face with the reality of
the extreme age of our system and the necessity of replacing/upgrading components of it. The Capital
Projects Team is currently gathering data about options and costs and will communicate more
information about this project as it becomes available.

FCC Leadership Gathers for Retreat

This weekend several of our leaders gathered for 24
. hours of rest. It was a Sabbath that coincided with our
| Jewish siblings' sacred day from sundown Friday to
sundown Saturday. We gathered at Benedict Inn, a
retreat center run by Benedictine nuns near Indy. Rev.
Eric Brotheridge, a Disciples minister, led us in worship
Friday evening, Saturday morning, and Saturday evening.
In between, participant’s shared stories about their lives,
played board games, and enjoyed the natural beauty
surrounding the retreat center. This has been a very full
season for our elders, Sacred Places team, and board
members and this time of rest and connection was needed
to prepare us for another full season next year. We all
were grateful for the opportunity to laugh and pray together this weekend.
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THREE MOVEMENTS, SIX PSALMS: WORDS OF PEACE AND RECONCILIATION
{ E LEONARD BERNSTEIN’S CHICHESTER PSALMS
Urah, hanevel, v'chinor _A-irah shachar!

€. I psaltery and harp. 1 will rouse the dawn!
' - Psalm 108, vs. 2

aaapcrformance of Leonard Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms — settings in Hebrew
of Psalms 2, 23, 100, 108, 131, and 133 — in this case set for chorus, organ, percussion and harp.
Commissioned in 1965 by Walter Hussey, the Dean of Chichester Cathedral, it was intended for
the traditional annual choral festival performances by the combined choirs of three neighboring
English Cathedrals — Chichester, Salisbury, and Winchester. Chichester Psalms is comprised of three
movements, and the libretto is entirely in Hebrew. Each movement is based on the text of a
complete Psalm, paired with an excerpt of another Psalm. Chichester Psalms juxtaposes vocal part
writing most commonly associated with Church music (including homophony and imitation), with
the Judaic liturgical tradition. Bernstein specifically called for the text to be sung in Hebrew using
the melodic and rhythmic contours of the Hebrew language to dictate mood and melodic
character.

In his notes from a 2004 Naxos recording, program, annotator Mervyn Cooke writes:

When writing to invite Bernstein to compose the piece, Hussey confessed that he would be
delighted if the score had ‘a hint of West Side Story’ about it. He may have ended up with
more than he bargained for, for Bernstein lifted much of the musical material from pre-
existing scores, not only from unused music intended for his most famous musical West Side
Story, but also from the projected musical The Skin of Our Teeth. (Thus the menacing canon
for tenors and basses in the middle of the second movement, which sets the Hebrew text
for ‘Why do the nations rage...?’, originated in an early version of the Prologue to West Side
Story depicting a rumble between the gangs of two opposing cultures. And the music for
the serene setting of Psalm 23 was originally for a song entitled “Spring will come again.”

The first movement is an exhilarating setting of the Jubilate Deo (‘Make a joyful noise unto
the Lord, all ye lands’) - in a way depicting David dancing before the Ark of the Covenant -
while the second pits a tender response to “The Lord is my shepherd’ against the anguish of
Psalm 2 ("Why do the nations so furiously rage?’). Movement 3 begins with a searingly
intense instrumental Prelude that leads into an unashamedly melodic finale which celebrates
the message of Psalm 133: ‘How good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together
in unity!’ 1

Bernstein’s colotrful Chichester Psalms has become one of the composet’s most successful, accessible and
beloved works on religious texts, contrasting a spiritual austerity with impulsive rhythms in a
contemplation of hoped for peace and reconciliation in the midst of a fragmented world. - a timely and
much needed message for the world still today.

IMervyn Cooke, Liner Notes to Chandos Recording Chan 10172, 2004
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Help Decorate FCC for Advent Hanging of the Greens

Following worship on Nov. 26 Join us in the sanctuary on the first Sunday of
Advent, December 3 at 3:00 p.m. for a Hanging of

-—

Join us follo?zvmg worsblp on Nov. 26 as we the Greens service! This light-hearted service is an
decorate FCC in preparation for Advent.
Peggy Stafford and Kathy Street will lead this

fun work that’s a great way to get into the

opportunity to learn about the symbolism of the
Advent decorations in our sanctuary and to join our
voices in singing some Christmas carols! Musical

Christmas spirit. So, mark your calendar and
plan to stay after worship for a little while to selections by our choir and soloists will be featured
as well. Following the service, all are invited to

help decorate! See you there!
head upstairs to Great Hall for the Advent Market.

FCC Cares: Winter Essentials and New Clothing Drive

Voices of Faith, our FCC Disciples women’s group, is sponsoring FCC Cares: Winter Essentials

and New Clothing Drive during November to share the love of Christ with those in our community
most in need. Below is a list of items requested by Beacon as critical for health and safety of those in
our community who are unhoused and experiencing poverty. Please bring your gift to church one
Sunday in November, and place it in one of the boxes set up. We will share these gifts with our
Welcome Table Breakfast guests, as needed, and on Monday, November 27, Voices of Faith will
deliver our gifts to Beacon.

New Clothing for Adults: Gloves, Winter Hats, Boots, Sneakers, Comfortable Shoes, Jeans, Thermal
Underwear, Sweatpants, Sweatshirts, Socks (especially wool). Essentials: Sleeping Bags, Blankets,

Tents, Tarps, Backpacks, Rolling Suitcases, Rain Ponchos, Umbrellas, Deodorant, Razors,
Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Shampoo, Body Wash, Liquid Laundry Soap, Towels, Wash Cloths, Over
-the-Counter Medications (pain relief, cold, flu, allergy, heartburn), Coffee, Tea.

Ideally travel-size but family-size also welcome.

Advent Class Filled Fast! Join Waitlist

We have had an overwhelming response to Amy Lynn’s Advent small group that will meet for 6
weeks beginning December 1. The class has already filled to capacity! Amy Lynn asks anyone still
interested to contact her at 812-361-8526 to be placed on a waitlist, should anyone drop out.

The small group dedicated to connecting with God through scripture by engaging in spiritual
disciplines that challenge us to be open to God on more than only a cognitive level. Using the book,
“Meeting the Messiah — Scriptures for the Advent Season” by Kara Lassen Oliver, published by Upper
Room.
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Advent Market
Calling all crafters, bakers and soup-makers!

Last call for items for our advent market. .. make or donate a small item to sell for stocking
stuffers, Christmas gifts, and white elephant exchanges. We would also love homemade cookies or
candy to sell and soup for a soup bar. We also need volunteers to help with set up, during the
market, and for clean up. Please let Pastor Sarah Lynne know (sarahlynne(@fccbloomington.org) if
you can donate or volunteer.

The Advent market will be a place to pick up our Advent devotional materials and purchase gifts
for friends, co-workers and family.

Advent devotional materials: We will have some blue and rose advent candles! We also have
some of the purple and rose candle sets and brass ring advent candle holders. These will be available
for a suggested donation of $5 for candles and $8 for the candle holder.

Crystal Hammon has written an Advent devotional for our congregation! It is called Thy Kingdom
Come and uses the daily lectionary texts. An Advent Calendar will also accompany the devotional.

Thark You to All Whe He]pec{ Welcome Famxhes
at Dowr\towr\ Tr{ck or Treat!
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3 @ DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS «Q d LT
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12/01  Connie "~ Daugherty 4412 Hillview Drive Bloomington IN 47408
12/02  Judith Olmsted 4495 N. Benton Ct. Bloomington IN 47408
12/03 Linda Campbell 1087 S. Fieldcrest Ct. Bloomington IN 47401
12/04  Evelyn Butler 2414 E. Fifth Strect Bloomington IN 47408
12/04 Maria Lee 3421 W, Tyler Lane Bloomington IN 47403
12/05 Elma Jessen 3632 W. Indian Creck Dr. Bloomington IN 47403
12/09 Parker Trulock 2557 S, Smith Rd. Bloomington IN 47401
12/11  Thomas  Thompson 2430 Arlington Rd. Bloomington IN 47404
12/14 Noah Knepper 3918 S. Woods Edge Bend Bloomington IN 47401
12/16 Jennifer  Fettchenhauer 5337 E. State Rd. 46 Bloomington IN 47401
12/16 Mary Droste 800 N. Bell Trace Circle, Apt. 103 Bloomington IN 47408
12/18  lver Gershon 909 N. Blair Ave. Bloomington IN 47404
12/20 John Adams 3911 W. Maybury Mall #B19 Bloomington IN 47403
12/21  Jean Thompson 3636 S. Glasgow Circle Bloomington IN 47403
12/25 Marc Wagner 2260 Olde Mill Drive Bloomington IN 47401
12/28  Chuck Jones 2615 E. Second St., Apt. 5 Bloomington IN 47401
12/29 Gerry Miller 2455 N. Tamarack Trail, Apt. 130 Bloomington IN 47408
12/29  Cole Watson 864 S. Coriander Court Bloomington IN 47401
12/31  Bess Lee 1028 S. Henderson St. Bloomington IN 47401

Please let us know wae have ]gﬁ anyone (ﬂgftbe birthda)/ list!

More Downtown Trick or Treat Fun!




My Commitment in Ministry and Mission

Name(s):
Address:
Phone: . - Email: | will share my treasure by
Complete both sides of this card. Then, cut along the gold dotted line and keep the smaller right side of this card as a giving:

reminder. Bring the left (larger) side of your commitment card to worship on Commitment Sunday, November 12, $ per week, or

and plan to stay after worship for a celebration soup lunch in Great Hall. — ’
If you cannot be with us, please mail your card to the church office. $ per month, or
" . .we will tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord and his might S peryear

and the wonders that he has done." (Psalm 78:4b, NRSVue) Keep as a reminder

of your commitment to FCC.




1
: My Commitment in Ministry and Mission
After prayerfully seeking God's guidance, |/we commit to supporting
I the Body of Christ through First Christian Church in 2024 by:
i
I Pray for FCC at least daily weekly monthly
>
% u @ f Worship with FCC weekly 2x month monthly
> @
> E| g 5 l | will share my talent in these ways:
< [} 4 l
c o <
2 2 S c |
5o o £ = | will share my time in these ways:
k7] . E o S i
22 9 & E T |
+— ‘D w b
(3] > >
t’ﬂ: 2 = >| € € i | will share my treasure by giving:
e 1 =3 e e I S per week, or$ per month, or$ per year
5z =2 ¢ 5 |5
S =
5 %| é | § E i | would like to be contacted about how to include the church in my estate planning.
a - - i



November 6, 2023

Dear Church,

First Christian Church is in an exciting season! We have been actively reaching out to the community to identify
new partners to share our building space, and those conversations have born good fruit. We have seen our Welcome
Table breakfast grow as those who need a Sunday meal find food and hospitality in our church with many also joining us
for worship, fellowship, and Sunday school. We’ve enjoyed opportunities for fellowship through our recent all-church
picnic and at our potluck and hymn sing. Soon we will share a celebratory meal on Commitment Sunday and gather for a
Hanging of the Greens service and Advent Market. We have made positive connections with our community through
PrideFest, the Blessing of the Animals, and Downtown Trick-or-Treat. The 2024 proposed budget has been shared with
you so that you can participate in the excitement of all that is in store for the coming year as you discern your own
commitment to makes those plans a reality.

In the midst of this Spirit-led activity, the Sacred Places team and Capital Projects committee have been hard at
work making plans to move forward with the long-deferred repairs that our aging building requires. To that end, FCC is
working with the national nonprofit organization Partners for Sacred Places on a feasibility study to measure the viability
of a capital campaign to protect and enhance the building. The feasibility study uses individual interviews and
independent research to analyze the current state of First Christian Church and its impact on the life of Bloomington,
providing insight into how residents feel about the church and its work in the community. The resulting feasibility study
report will provide a roadmap for moving forward with a community-wide capital campaign. Along with this letter, you
will find a list of the projects that need to be completed along with estimated costs.

*On December 3-6, consultants from Partners for Sacred Places will be on-site at FCC to conduct private,
confidential, in-person interviews of no more than sixty minutes. Interviewees will include members, former members,
and friends of FCC as well as community partners and civic and organizational leaders in Bloomington. You may be
invited to be interviewed; if so, I hope you will assist these important efforts with a prompt and affirmative response. In
addition to the in-person interviews, virtual and phone interviews will also be scheduled.

Thank you, Church, for supporting the hard work of our church leaders as they continue to do the work of
discerning how we can move into the future with a building that is stable, accessible, and beautiful as we steward this
tremendous resource to be a blessing to our community. May God’s love continue to pour from 205 E. Kirkwood Ave.
for many generations to come!

Shalom,

/7

Pastor Kyrmen



Partners for Sacred Places

AT THE INTERSECTION OF HERITAGE, FAITH, & COMMUNITY

October 2023

To the members, neighbors, and community of First Christian Church,

It is with great pleasure that we write to introduce ourselves and our organization,
Partners for Sacred Places. We are thrilled to have been selected by the leadership of
First Christian Church to conduct a feasibility study to help plan and prepare for a
potential capital campaign that would help the church protect and enhance its building
and build its vital role in Bloomington and beyond.

Partners is a national, non-profit organization with expertise working with churches to
build capacity and raise funds to ensure that their historic buildings continue to play a
vital role as civic assets. Founded in 1989, Partners is the nation’s only organization
dedicated to the sound stewardship and active community use of historic houses of
worship.

Our approach to fundraising is holistic. We work with churches to leverage donors from
the congregation and the wider community. During the feasibility study, we will speak
with the dergy, lay leadership, and members of First Christian Church, as well as
community members, local stakeholders, and civic leaders.

The feasibility study will gather information and insight through brief (no more than 60
minutes) and confidential interviews. These conversations will help us learn more about
the role of First Christian Church in the Bloomington community and beyond. Our findings
will inform a report that helps to establish realistic fundraising goals and timelines for a
potential capital campaign; a report which will be shared with First Christian Church’s
leadership and with all interviewees.

We very much hope that if asked, you might be willing to participate in an interview.
Members of First Christian Church’s leadership team will soon be reaching out to people
to discuss being interviewed. As the steps are underway, please do not hesitate to contact

us if you have any questions.

We look forward to meeting and working with you,

Gianfranco Grande
Executive Vice President
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Scripture Readings
For Sunday Worship

November 12
Thessalonians 4:13-18
Psalm 78:1-7

November 19
Psalm 100
Psalm 23

November 26
Matthew 25:31-46
Ephesians 1:15-23
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