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A Special Note from Pastor Helen
Continuing Our Season of Gratitude with Our Gifts for FCC’s Ministries
Giving as an act of faith and gratitude makes a huge difference! Our 2021 proposed budget trusts
that our individual giving will fully reflect our faith in God and our gratitude to God! Indeed, we
are asked to give not simply to “meet the budget,” but to whole heartedly say “Thank you, God, for
your church and for your blessings that continue to flow, even in these challenging days!”
While none of us can anticipate what next year will look like, this is what we can know: 1) By
grace of God and your faithful generosity, FCC will continue to flourish, and 2) FCC continues to
rely on your grateful and faithful giving to help us be the church God has called us to be. If you
haven’t already done so, please fill out and return the Estimate of Giving card that was mailed a
couple of weeks ago. For your convenience, we’ve also tucked an extra one inside this newsletter.
If you receive this newsletter electronically, please call or email the church to: 1) request a card, or
2) let us know your intentions (confidentially) of your 2021 estimate of giving. If you would like to
see a copy of our 2021 proposed budget, please call the church office.
Our Season of Gratitude Continues! Inside this newsletter, you’ll find the following:
 A fill-in-the-blank Gratitude List, offered by
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Pastor’s Pen
(Mostly) Good News
First the not-so-good news: FCC’s monthly expenses continue to be more than our monthly
income.
Now for the good news: This not-so-good news can easily be remedied through the act of generous
and grateful giving! I trust in a God from whom all blessings flow, and I trust in your grateful response
to God! In other words, I trust in your generosity—both for the remainder of this year and in 2021.
Indeed, gratitude and generosity go hand in hand. I’ve never known a generous person who is not
grateful. And I’ve never known a grateful person who is not generous! Have you?
In the gratitude list (Part 2) below, I’m offering some more prompts designed to help you
strengthen your “gratitude muscle.” My prayer is that by the end of the month your gratitude and your
generosity—and your joyful response to God’s generosity—will overflow.
Complete this sentence: Today, I am grateful for:
Nov. 16: A moment during a worship service when I’ve felt inspired: _______________________
Nov. 17: Someone at church who has blessed me: _____________________________________
Nov. 18: A memory of a time I sensed God’s presence in my life:___________________________
Nov. 19: An opportunity that came “out of the blue”: __________________________________
Nov. 20: Something I received through a Sunday School Class or Small Group: ________________
Nov. 21: A laugh I’ve shared while participating in an act of service and/or fellowship: ___________
Nov. 22: The blessing of being able to commit $____________ each week/month/year to support
FCC’s ministries.
Nov. 23: One way that my church reaches out into the community and the world in Jesus’ name:
__________________________________________________________________
Nov. 24: A particular room in my church: ___________________________________________
Nov. 25: The opportunity to “check in” with ________________to offer a word of encouragement.
Nov. 26: These people, whether or not they are physically present with me: __________________
Nov. 27: A burden I have been able to release: _______________________________________
Nov. 28: A warm memory that is associated with this time of year: _________________________
Nov: 29: A hymn that says all that needs to be said on this First Sunday of Advent: ______________
Nov: 30: One thing that is going “right” with my life: ___________________________________
Blessings,
Pastor Helen
PS: If you’ve not yet filled out and returned your estimate of giving card, please do so today!
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Thanksgiving Offering
Received on Nov. 15 and 22, 2020
Higher education has been an important focus for Disciples since the very
beginning of the movement. Throughout our history, Disciples have founded
institutions of higher learning to educate students and form leaders to make a difference in the world.
Your gift to the Thanksgiving Offering helps support the education of thousands of students at our
fifteen colleges and universities as well as our seven seminaries and divinity houses.
In the midst of national and global challenges associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, our higher
education institutions are facing unprecedented challenges and they need our support now, more than
ever. Even as they work diligently to ensure safe and healthy learning environments, the financial
realities faced by many or our schools is adding additional stress to students, faculty and staff.
Support for Disciples Mission Fund and gifts to the Thanksgiving Offering are a critical part of the
ongoing collaborative work of church and higher education that is such a foundational part of the
heritage of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Please give generously to this offering. Your
gift makes a difference in the lives of our students and it makes a difference in the world.

Red Cross Blood Drive at FCC!
In FCC’s Great Hall on December 5 from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
At FCC, we have always provided support for the community, meeting many needs of neighbors
near and far. One of those needs that has caught our attention recently is the need for blood donation.
The Red Cross reached out to us recently for help in providing a safe place for blood donation. They
generally have regular blood drives on the IU campus, but have been restricted from doing so because
of COVID-19. Still, the need for donating blood is real, and necessary. They were looking for a place
where members of the IU community and others could donate.
We met with the local manager of the Red Cross to understand their needs for a drive, and after a
good discussion, it was approved by the board at the recommendation of the COVID Advisory
Taskforce.
FCC will host the IU Community Blood Drive in Great Hall on Saturday, December 5 from
10:00 am - 3:00 pm. If you would like to donate blood, you can sign up for a time slot by going to
the following link:
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=fccbloomington
You must register in order to donate.
Those who choose to donate will be provided a mask. Their temperature will be taken and they
will respond to a health questionnaire before they enter the building. All surfaces will be wiped down,
and hand sanitizer will be available. Volunteers are also needed. Call the church office if you’d like to
help out. Thank you!
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Music Notes
Singing The Season of Gratitude - A Guide
Last week as the Choral Scholars were recording our hymns for The Season of Gratitude worship
series, we were struck by the beauty and nostalgia of the wonderful hymns that are sung at Thanksgiving
with almost the same regularity as our favorite carols are sung at Christmas. We sincerely hope that
each Sunday as you watch our online worship you feel compelled to sing along with the Choral Scholars
as the words are printed on the screen or in your online bulletin. To encourage you, here is an
appreciation of the four hymns that will be included in our worship coming up, as well as some links
that will help you “practice” or re-familiarize yourselves with the hymns before worship or maybe teach
them to your family who may not have heard them before. After each commentary about the hymn,
find a link to the music and audio and also a YouTube of some of them sung by a congregation. To easily
paste the links into your browser you might want to go to this week’s online newsletter at our website
www.fccbloomington.org to find the links without having to type in the URL address by hand.
Come Ye Thankful People Come – ST. GEORGE’S WINDSOR
This hymn was written in rural England in the mid-nineteenth century by Rev. Henry Alford, when the
life of the village during the winter depended on the bounty of the autumn harvest. While the first
stanza of this hymn rejoices over the harvest, the last three stanzas expound on the reminder this image
gives of the Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds in Matthew 13. The hymn concludes with a prayer
that the final harvest at His Second Coming would happen soon. The tune by George J. Elvey is named
ST. GEORGE’S WINDSOR after the chapel in Windsor, England, where Elvey was organist for fortyseven years.
Score with music and words: https://my.hymnary.org/song/dynamic/104/come-ye-thankful-peoplecome?toolkit=veroviostatic&width=1600
YouTube with words: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3n7IUCdqAM
God Whose Giving Knows No Ending – NETTLETON
This text on stewardship was one of about 450 submissions in a search for such hymns conducted by the
Hymn Society of America in 1961. The poet is Rev. Robert Lansing Edwards (1915-2006) who served
Congregational churches in Connecticut until 1980. In addition to his pastoral duties and hymn
writing, he was active in establishing low income senior housing, in prison ministry and other
community endeavors. These words are well grounded by their musical setting, an early American
shape note tune, NETTLETON, which first appeared in John Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second
(1813), named after well-known early 19th century evangelist Asahel Nettleton. We usually sing this
tune to the hymn “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”.
Tune sung to Come thou fount:
https://hymnary.org/search?qu=textAuthNumber%3A%22%
5Egod_whose_giving_knows_no_ending%24%22%20in%3Atunes&sort=matchingInstances
Text and Music: https://hymnary.org/page/fetch/CH1995/574/high
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(Continued from page 4)

We Gather Together- KREMSER
This hymn was originally a Dutch patriotic song, written around 1600 to celebrate the freedom of the
Netherlands from Spanish rule. The tune, now known as KREMSER, is named after the Viennese
choirmaster Edward Kremser, who popularized it in a collection of Dutch folksongs in 1877.
Theodore Baker, an American music scholar, translated the text into English in 1894 for an anthem
titled “Prayer of Thanksgiving” and published it to this tune. In singing this hymn, the people of God
seek His help and thank Him for His presence in the pursuit of victory over evil, for we know that
God “forgets not His own.”
Score with Music and Words: https://my.hymnary.org/song/dynamic/170/we-gather-together?
toolkit=veroviostatic&width=1600
YouTube sung with text: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=58YnptvuuXI
Now Thank We All Our God - NUN DANKET
This hymn text was written by Martin Rinkart, a minister in the city of Eilenburg, Germany during
the Thirty Years War. Apart from battles, lives were lost in great number during this time due to
illnesses and disease spreading quickly throughout impoverished cities. In the Epidemic of 1637,
Rinkart officiated at over four thousand funerals, sometimes fifty per day. In the midst of these
horrors, it’s difficult to imagine maintaining faith and praising God, and yet, that’s exactly what
Rinkart did. Rinkart could recognize that our God is faithful, even when the world looks bleak. The
tune NUN DANKET is named for the original German title of Rinkart’s text and has been associated
with this text since the two were published together by its composer, Johann Crüger, in 1647.
Score with music and words: https://my.hymnary.org/song/dynamic/20/now-thank-we-all-ourgod?toolkit=veroviostatic&width=1600
YouTube sung with lyrics: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lmJtef10DWw
Join us online on Fridays for
Jazz Vespers Moments
with Elena Escudero and Linda Abe
www.fccbloomington.org
The theme for November is Searching.
November 6: Searching for Wisdom
November 13: Searching for Vision
November 20: Searching for Acceptance
November 27: Searching for Purpose
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Thank you FCC Church Family for the numerous cards, phone calls, text
messages, and food you showered me with after I broke my ankle. Your prayers
were a big plus to my recovery! I've graduated from the wheel chair, splint, and
boot, to a walker and slow gait. The best part of my recovery is that I can now
drive my van! Perhaps not everyone will consider this to be the "best part". I miss
the face to face contact with you and the staff at our beloved Church. Let's pray that a vaccine for the
Coronavirus will soon be available so we can worship together in the pews of F.C.C. and gather for a
doughnut in the Chapel Gathering Place!
Gratefully,
Kate Kroll

Two New Opportunities to Connect!
Game night, anyone?
There are plenty of ways to
play traditional board and
party games with each other
online, and we’ve heard that there are some FCC
folks who might enjoy getting together for an
evening of light-hearted fun! If you want to be
part of an FCC game night, please email Pastor
Helen no later than November 22. She won’t be
the one to organize a game night, but she will
collect names and then help YOU get organized!

Bible Study, anyone?
Pastor Helen is looking for 6-12 people who
are interested in participating in a short-term
(5-6 weeks) Bible Study group that she would
facilitate on Sunday mornings either before or
after the worship hour. Ideally, participants
should be those who are not currently active
with another small group or Sunday morning
class and who would like to spend some time
each week reflecting on selected scripture
passages. If this sounds interesting to you,
please let her know asap! Spots are starting
to fill up, so the sooner you can contact her,
the better.

Order your Christmas Poinsettias!
Purchase a poinsettia in memory or honor of a loved one to be enjoyed in your
home, or buy one for a friend. Poinsettias are $12.00 each and can be picked up
in the FCC alley on December 12 (more details to come). You may also make a
donation to the Permanent Fund in lieu of or in addition to purchasing flowers.
The order deadline is Sunday, December 6.
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Family Ministries Update
Advent is Coming!
By Sarah Lynne Gershon
Director of Faith Formation and Family Ministries

I am really in the thick of making some super fun at-home devotional bags for December! I am
enjoying coming up with family activities based on the Ignite “Hygge” devotionals from the SALT
project. The essence of “Hygge” (Warm, humble, cozy, and comforting) seems perfect for this time
during a quiet pandemic Christmas. If you haven’t received an at-home devotional bag and want one
for December please tell me now so I can make sure I have enough supplies for you!
Speaking of other things I need to know: we have yet to set a date for our Secret Encourager Zoom
Reveal. I am working on gathering everyone’s availability for this so please tell me as soon as possible
what days/times work for you (there is a doodle poll link you can use. If you lost it I can send it to you
again).
Finally, I hope you are enjoying this month’s devotional bag on A Season of Gratitude. Talking to
Alasdair and Iver about gratitude and generosity has been lifting my own spirits and reminding me of
how much I have (and how much I want to share with others)! I am so grateful for this church—for
everyone’s creativity, earnestness, and kindness. I am very much looking forward to seeing where God
takes us! Thanks for being on the journey with me.
Sarah Lynne
Below are images from our All Saints candle lighting service on FCC’s lawn and our new banners!

MY INVESTMENT IN FCC’S MINISTRY AND MISSION

I intend to give the following amount in 2021 to support FCC’s ministries.*
I realize this is an estimate of giving and that it may be adjusted at any time.
My/our commitment is:
I have included FCC in my estate plan
$______ per week, or
I would like to learn how I can include FCC in my estate plan.
$______ per month, or
Please contact me about setting up automatic electronic giving.
$______ per year
*This amount does not include “above and beyond” gifts to our special offerings and building repair and renovations.

Name __________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________
Phone ______________ Email _______________________________
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Scripture Readings
For Sunday Worship

For what are you grateful? During the month
of November, our worship series will help us
practice the spiritual discipline of gratitude as we
reflect on generosity of a gracious God whose
giving has no ending.

November 15
Gratitude for Acceptance
Luke 19:1-10
November 22
Gratitude for Healing
Luke 17:11-19

