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From Your Pastor
Advent, which begins Sunday, December 3,
marks the beginning of the Church’s
liturgical calendar. It acknowledges that the
world is dark and calls us to yearn for the
light of Christ. It lifts up the notion of
waiting for Christ’s presence to pierce
through the darkness. It helps us watch and
wait for those things that are so needed but
can’t be bought: hope, peace, joy, love. It
challenges our human tendency to be
fearful and anxious. It calls us to look
inward so that we might confess to the ways
we contribute to the darkness. It helps us
look outward through engaging in acts of
compassion, generosity, service, and social
action. It is my hope that this Special
Advent newsletter will serve as a tool to
help keep you grounded, hopeful, and
faithful as we wait for the birth of Christ.
Blessings,
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Advent Worship: Messengers Among Us
Sunday, December 3
First Sunday of Advent
Text: Isaiah 40: 1-5 (6-11)
Isaiah: AVoice of Comfort in theWilderness

Sunday, December 17
Third Sunday of Advent
Text: Luke 1:39-45 (46b-56)
Elizabeth: AVoice of Blessing

Sunday, December 10
Second Sunday of Advent
Text: Luke 1:5-17, 57 (58-80)
Angel Gabriel: AVoice of Assurance

Sunday, December 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Text: Luke 2:1-7
The Holy Child:TheVoice Incarnate

Wednesday, December 13
Longest Night Service
Service of Comfort and Reassurance
7:00 pm
First Christian Church

Sunday, December 24
Christmas Eve
5:30 pm Family Service with Candlelight
7:30 pm Special Music
8:00 pm Lessons and Carols with
Communion and Candlelight

Please join us this Advent season as we prepare for the birth of Christ through
worship, reflection, music and celebration. More information about our special
events can be found on pages 5 and 6 of this newsletter.
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PREACHING FROM THE CHOIR The Music of Advent
by Jan Harrington, Director of Music
Even before we enter December, the familiar carols of Christmas begin to
fill the air - in the car, in the shopping mall and elevators, on TV and, yes, in
our heads. For the church, however, the four Sundays before Christmas
actually are observed as the season of Advent (which is derived from the
Latin word meaning "coming"), and become a season of preparation - of prophesy, contemplation,
awaiting, and preparing the place and heart to receive the coming of Christ.
Advent offers its own music of preparation - songs, carols and hymns sung perhaps only once a
year, but which are part of the great tradition of hymnody that illuminate the season. Some of these
can be found in the Chalice Hymnal between numbers 119 and 142, and many also appear in traditional
Christmas carol collections. Their texts and music offer much to our meditation and understanding of
this wonderful season. As an introduction, we can consider a few of the most familiar songs that come
from different musical traditions and periods.
Perhaps the most iconic is O Come, O Come Emanuel (#119) with its mysterious melody from a
French 15th century chant and words translated from the Latin hymn Veni Emanuel. The text of this
Advent Song is based on the so called "O Antiphons" - an ancient set of 7 texts sung at subsequent
Vesper services from December 17th to 23rd. Each begins with the petition "O", followed by a
different title for the Christ - Emmanuel, Wisdom, Dayspring, etc. Each English verse of O Come
Emmanuel begins with one of these petitions. The texts of the "O Antiphons" themselves can be found
in the Chalice Hymnal #120 on the page opposite the hymn.
An Advent hymn from a later period is the energetic Comfort, Comfort You My People (#122) which is
a metrical (rhymed) 17th century version of the prophesy of Isaiah 40:1-8, sung to the compelling and
singable tune from the 16th century Genevan Psalter of the Reformed tradition. The equally positive
Wesleyan hymn Come, O Long-expected Jesus (#125) from the Methodists is now traditionally sung to
the stirring Welsh hymn tune HYFRYDOL.
On the more mystical and contemplative side are those Advent texts translated from Medieval Latin
texts, whose melodies are based on Gregorian chant or chant-like old French carols, such as Let All
Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (#124) and Creator of the Stars of Night (#127).
Poems to read and songs to sing to enrich our Advent time of preparation.
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Advent Opportunities at FCC for Everyone
Advent is a special time in the life of the church. During Advent we prepare to celebrate
the birth of Jesus and the mystery of how God became a person. Unfortunately the holidays
can be a busy, over-scheduled time for everyone. But this is also a time when we want the
things we do to be meaningful and memorable. So we hope you will plan to make room for any
or all of the following activities as you prepare your heart for Christmas.
Sunday, November 26, immediately following 10:00 a.m. worship
Hanging of the Greens (all ages)
Contacts: Kathy Street and Peggy Stafford
This fun and informal event is a great time to meet people or catch up with old
friends. Children will be an important part of making the church beautiful, as they
will decorate their own Sunday morning classrooms. Older youth and adults will help in the
sanctuary and throughout the church. Many hands make quick work, so feel free to bring a friend!

Saturday, December 2, 12:00 pm
Holiday Card-Making Class (age 8 and up)
Contacts: Connie Myers and Bess Lee
Join us for a fun art class with a Christmas twist as we learn to make creative and
beautiful holiday cards. FCC’s very own Bess Lee will lead this class on Saturday,
December 2 from noon-2:30 pm. Participants will learn several different techniques
and take home at least five cards and the knowledge to make as many as you need. A sign-up sheet
is available at the reception desk at FCC. Space is limited, so don’t wait to sign up. A small fee of
$5.00/person will help cover costs. Light refreshments will be served.
Sunday, December 3, 12:15
MCUM Sponsor a Family Event (children, youth and families)
Contact: Christy Duffy-Paiement, Andi Fletcher, or Connie Myers
Each year a portion of our Sunday School offerings are set aside to purchase Christmas
gifts for families in need who are recommended by our partners at Monroe County
United Ministries (MCUM). After a pizza lunch, family members and adult children’s
ministry volunteers take the children on a shopping mission. Working off of wish lists that include
things like pajamas, toys and books, children help select just the right things to make someone’s
Christmas more joyful. Then it’s back to the church to wrap the gifts and enjoy some fellowship.
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Sundays, December 3, 10 and 17 during the late learning hour
(11:15)
Family Holiday Crafting & Advent Sharing (families with
children through grade 6)
Contact: Connie Myers
Gather in Room 2 after Joyful Noise Choir Practice for special crafts the whole family can enjoy,
take home and/or share during this holy season of giving. This activity revives a tradition
enjoyed by families a few years ago, and we think it’s worth bringing back. More information
about specific crafts will be sent to families via e-mail and newsletter. Keep your eyes open!

Sunday, December 17, 4:00 p.m.
Christmas Caroling (all ages)
Contacts: Lynn Sinn and Connie Myers
Ill health and winter weather keep several in our church family homebound
for much of the winter. Caroling is a fun way to meet people where they are while spreading
some Christmas cheer. And there’s really nothing like singing those sacred carols with children
of all ages to put a person in the holiday spirit! Meeting up afterwards for dinner at Café Pizzaria
is a great way to finish the evening

All through December
Monroe County United Ministry’s (MCUM’s) Food Drive (all ages)
Help us close out 2017 by meeting our goal of offering 2,000 pounds of food,
household cleaning items, etc. to MCUM’s food pantry in its Self-Sufficiency Center.
Each Sunday morning during Advent, the children will bring up a few donated items to the
Chancel during the first hymn. We’ll lay our gifts at the manger as a symbolic offering of loving
the Christ child by loving our neighbor.

Order your Christmas Poinsettias!
Purchase a poinsettia in memory or honor of a loved one to be placed in the chancel during
Advent and Christmas. Poinsettias are $12.00 each; You may also make a donation to the
Permanent Fund in lieu of or in addition to flowers. Order forms will be available
beginning Sunday, November 26 or you can call the church office.
The order deadline is Sunday, December 10.
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Longest Night Service
7:00 pm on December 13 at FCC
Some years, Christmas is anything but merry. If this is one of those years for you, then you are
invited to a quiet service of comfort and reassurance. An ecumenical “Longest Night” service will
be conducted here at First Christian Church on Wednesday, December 13 at 7:00 pm. We will
hear comforting readings, sing quiet carols, light candles in memory of loved ones, and be
reminded that even in the midst of pain and grief, God is with us. The service is being sponsored
by First Christian Church, First Presbyterian Church, and Trinity Episcopal Church. A warm and
gentle welcome awaits you.

Christmas Eve at FCC
At 5:30 p.m. we travel to Bethlehem, following the way of the prophets, holy family,
shepherds and magi. This family oriented service culminates in a candlelit, no-rehearsal,
everybody-gets-a-part children’s Nativity pageant.
Special Music with the Sanctuary Choir and musical guests begins at 7:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve concludes with a traditional candlelight service at 8:00 p.m., featuring lessons,
carols, special choral music and communion.

Advent Devotional Now Available
“Seeing a Different World,” the 2017
Advent devotional, is now available for
purchase for $3.50. Written by Elizabeth
Hagan, ordained Disciples minister and
author, the devotionals are just what we need
during the “getting-ready” season of Advent:
honest about the imperfect world we live in
and hopeful about the Kingdom of God we
are building in its midst.
We have ordered 25 copies, so don’t wait!
If we sell out by November 20, we can order
another batch guaranteed to arrive before Advent
begins. Questions? See Connie Myers,
director of faith formation and family
ministry.

Christmas Special Day Offering
December 17 & 24
Disciples Mission Fund Special Day Offerings
provide an opportunity to highlight specific
ministries as part of our faith celebrations.
Support Regional Ministries through the
Christmas Special Offering that will be received on
December 17 and 24.
Regional ministry knits the church together
by equipping leaders, encouraging
congregations, and building relationships. Often
recognized for the ministries of camps and
conferences, regions also play a critical role in
the preparation and authorization of ministerial
ordination. Both are key to church leadership
and development.
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December Birthdays

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday list.

For the latest newsletter, upcoming church events, or to give a financial gift
online, visit our website: www.fccbloomington.org
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Benefit Recital on December 7
Join us at 8:00 pm on December 7 for an evening
of beautiful music in loving memory of Jason and
Melissa Nam’s daughter Evelyn. Concert proceeds
will benefit Riley Hospital for Children.

MCUM Challenge 2017
2017 Goal: 2,000 pounds
Most recent trip: 100 pounds
Year-to-date: 1,817 pounds
December Challenge:
Let’s fill MCUM’s shelves! A recent citywide food drive resulted in lower than
expected donations. MCUM accepts all
non-perishable food. Be sure to check the
expiration date.

Thank you.
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UPCOMING EVENTS…
Thursday, November 23
Happy Thanksgiving!
Friday, November 24
5:30 pm Listening to God meditation
Saturday, November 25
2:00 pm Wayne Johnson Celebration of Life
Sunday, November 26
9:00 am Learning Session I
10:00 am Worship with Children Worship
& Wonder
11:15 am Learning Session II
11:15 am Hanging of the Greens
3:00 pm Meadowood Service
Tuesday, November 28
6:00 pm Handbell choir rehearsal
Wednesday, November 29
6:30 pm MOPS meeting
Thursday, November 30
6:15 pm Sanctuary Choir rehearsal

FCC Holiday Office Hours
Thanksgiving Week
Monday & Tuesday 9:00 am-5:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am - Noon
Thursday & Friday: Closed
Christmas and New Year’s Holidays
Friday, December 22: Closed
Monday, December 25: Closed
Tuesday-Thursday: 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Friday, December 29: Closed
Monday, January 1: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: Normal hours resume

Friday, December 1
5:30 pm Listening to God meditation
6:30 pm First Friday Jazz Vespers
Saturday, December 2
12:00 pm Christmas Card Class
Sunday, December 3
9:00 am Learning Session I
10:00 am Worship with Children Worship
& Wonder
11:15 am Learning Session II
11:15 am Family Holiday Crafting &
Advent Sharing
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Coffee Fellowship Treat Schedule

Don’t Forget to Bring
Goodies!
Nov. 26: Book Bunch & Men’s
Book Club

Scripture Readings
for Sunday Worship
November 26
2 Kings 22:1-10 (14-20); 23:1-3
Bruce Ervin, guest preacher
December 3
Isaiah 40:1-5 (6-11)
December 10
Luke 1:5-17, 57 (58-80)

Dec. 3: Emmaus-Interpreters
Class

December 17
Luke 1:39-45 (46b-56)

Dec. 10: Grades K-12 &
Sharing Table

December 24
Luke 2:1-7

