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Advent is a favorite season for many church folk, yet perhaps also one of the least understood. We call

¢ Minister’s Missive
Thy Kingdom Come

it a season of waiting, a time of anticipation. But what exactly is it that we’re waiting for?

In the simplest terms, we’re waiting for Christmas. We read the scriptures, the prophecies, that
foretell the coming of the Messiah, and we remember how God’s people longed for the One who would
bring them new hope and deliverance. During Advent, we wait for Christmas Day when we will celebrate
the fulfilment of those prophecies in the birth of Jesus.

But Advent is not only about waiting to celebrate an event that has already happened; we also anticipate
the celebration of that which has not yet come, but which is on the way. Jesus spoke frequently about the
coming of the Kingdom of God, and he was not talking about going to heaven after we die. The Kingdom
of God is not a new place, but this place, the earth God gave us, operating the way God always meant for
it to operate. The Kingdom of God comes every time justice rules the day. The Kingdom of God comes
every time generosity wins. The Kingdom of God comes every time compassion is practiced, care is
shared, and love rules. We are waiting for the time when the Kingdom of God will come in fullness as
God’s ways become our ways. This is not a passive waiting; it is a waiting in which we participate, for it is
not TO us that the Kingdom comes, but rather THROUGH us.

I hope you will make worship a priority over the coming weeks as we look for signs of the Kingdom

together. May we celebrate the Reign of God in each of our lives and

in the life of our church! REPE AT
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Please find the special insert (inside) with a list of FCC Advent Y ';;.-f’“f;f‘r Offering
happenings for quick reference. Also, look for the Advent postcard B

listing Advent events to share with a friend who might enjoy spending Received Dec. 17 & 24
Advent with FCC. You can pick up additional postcards at FCC!
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Bach’s Advent Chorus
Cantata BWYV 61
(Now Savior of the Nations, Come)

Join us in worship at 10:00 am on Advent 3 (December 17) as
| our Sanctuary Choir brings Bach’s Advent Chorus Cantata BWV
61, “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland” (Now Savior of the Nations
| Come).
Cantata 61 is the first of Bach’s sacred cantatas in the traditional
German style of Erdmann Neumeister and his first setting of a
Neumeister text. It began Bach’s first cycle in Leipzig on the First
Sunday in Advent, and it opens the church year.

| | I Cantata 61 was premiered on December 2, 1714,
at the Welmar SchloBkapelle before the sermon of the General Superintendent Johann Georg Layritz (1647
-1716).

Sin g Alon g Messiah December 17
With the Bloomington Chamber Singers

Bloomington Chamber Singers is delighted to resume its annual Christmas Messiah Sing-
along on Sunday, December 17 at 3:00 pm at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, 100 N. State Rd.
46, Bloomington. This FREE Bloomington holiday tradition draws hundreds of area singers (and listeners)
who come together to sing part one and the “Hallelujah Chorus” of Handel’s beloved oratorio, Messiah. The
singers and orchestra will be led by BCS Artistic Director Dr. Gerald Sousa.

Singers of all levels and backgrounds come together each year for this wintertime tradition. Attendees
are welcome to sing along or simply listen to the choruses and arias, and enjoy recitatives performed by
members of the Bloomington Chamber Singers. A livestream of the event will be available

at Www.chambersingers .info.

From FCC Voices of Faith

Warm jackets and gloves. Sleeping bags, wool socks, and hats. Toiletries, rain jackets, and tarps.
Sweatshirts and sweaters. This November, you made warmer days and safer nights possible for those in our
community most in-need. Thank you for sharing Christ’s love by giving to the FCC Voices of Faith Winter
Essentials and Clothing Drive.

Thanks especially to Judith Olmsted, Sue Fettchenhauer, and Debbie White who made deliveries to
Shalom over the past month and to John Adams for his ever-faithful helpfulness. May the love you shared in
Christ’s name also warm your family and friends this winter.

A Thank You from Beacon
Thank you so much for bringing (your gifts) to our people! Because of your church members, we had
cople able to sleep in 19-degree weather more comfortably. Thank you for keeping the most vulnerable in
e community in your thoughts and actions.
Tory Crowe, Volunteer Coordinator for Beacon




Join Us For Some Advent Fun at FCC!

FOLLOWING THE HANGING OF THE
GREENS SERVICE AT 3PM

After our Hanging of the Greens service we will hold our first “Advent
Market” upstairs in the Great Hall. The Market will have all the devotional
items you need for Advent as well as handmade crafts, treats, and a soup bar
available for a suggested donation. Grab some food and small gifts for your
friends, family and co-workers! All proceeds will support FCC ministries.

Qe’o* < '. o
MCUM Gift CHRISTMAS
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Families with youth and children are invited  We will gather at the church at 4:30 pm on Dec.
to purchase gifts for the MCUM family we 17 to carol for special care members who are not
are sponsoring. We will wrap the gifts and able to come to church in person very often.
enjoy pizza after worship on December 10. Please let Pastor Sarah Lynne if you would like to

Contact Sarah Lynne Gershon if you would carol with us and if you would be able to drive a
like to participate. group of singers.




Advent Worship at FCC
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Kingdom Kingdom
Come . Come
December 3 December 10
10:00 am - Worship 10:00 am - Worship
“Looking for God” Good News in Hard Times
Isaiah 64:1-9 Isaiah 40:1-11
Mark 13:24-37 Mark 1:1-8

3:00 pm - Hanging of the Greens
Advent Devotional available

- =
Thy.& Ty &8
Kingdem Kingdom
_Come Come
December 17 December 24 (Christmas Eve)
10:00 am Worship 10:00 am Worship
Bach Cantata 61 Nothing is Impossible
Isaiah 6:1-4, 8-11 Luke 1:46b-55
Luke 1:26-38
Kingdom
L Comel®.
Christmas Eve (Dec. 24)
5:30 pm Family Service
7:30 pm Christmas Concert

8:00 pm Traditional Candlelight Service

Consider bringing a donation of diapers for
Middle Way House to services on Christmas Eve.
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01/03 Jim Berkey 1600 N, Willis Dr., #25 Bivomington  IN 47404
01/08 Audrey Fletcher 908 W. Association St. Ellettsville IN 47429
01/11 Chip Welch 930 W. Second Street Bloomington  IN 47403
01/14 Loretta Orr 1105 E. Regency Dr. Bloomington  IN 47401
01/16 Max Dorelien 3441 N. Stoney Crest Rd. Bloomington IN 47404
01/22 Kyrmen Rea 1212 W, Acacia Ct, Bloomington IN 47404
01/24 Holly Biddle 9456 N. Ingram Rd. Solsberry IN 47459
01/28 Jetta Norris 3194 N. Dahlia Lane Bloomington  IN 47404

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday Iist!

Decorate FCC with
Christmas Poinsettias

Our Christmas Eve decorations will

be extra special with the addition of Poinsettias
lining the sides of the Chancel. You can honor or
remember a loved one by purchasing a poinsettia
to support FCC’s Permanent Fund.

If you would like to participate, just send a
check to FCC for §15 With “Poinsettia” in the
memo line. If you would like to contribute to the
Permanent Fund, but do not want a poinsettia,
send a check to FCC with “Permanent Fund” in
the memo line. Please, also sent a note letting us
know who you are honoring or remembering
with your gift so that we can include those names
in the Christmas Eve bulletin. The deadline to
order poinsettias or make a donation is
December 13th. An order card will be in the
Sunday worship bulletins as well.

WA) "We would like to thank our dear
= FCC family for their calls, hugs,
6(}’” 5 y g

visitation, food, and especially the
prayers after the passing of both of our fathers.
We felt the arms of Jesus surrounding us
through your care."

Charlie & Lynn Sinn

Potential Learning Opportunity

Get a taste for Bob Bernacki’s fresh
-baked baguettes at the Advent
Market Dec 3! Bob would love to

teach a baguette making workshop some time,

so you could learn to make your own. Let Sarah
Lynne know if you are interested and best times.
Bob will organize based on time and interest.

Staff Christmas Gift Contributions

If you would like to make a special monetary Christmas gift to our
dedicated FCC staff, you may place a donation in the offering or mail it
to the church and mark it “staff gift.” This is your opportunity to thank
the wonderful staff who serve us at FCC!
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Scripture Readings
For Sunday Worship

December 3
Isaiah 64:1-9
Mark 13:24-37

December 10
Isaiah 40:1-11
Mark 1:1-8

December 17
Bach Cantata 61
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

December 24
Luke 1:46b-55
Luke 1:26-38
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