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Building Momentum
A Future (yFRea]m-Bui]din(q at the Corner (ngirlzwood and Washington

FCC has entered an exciting new season of Building Momentum! While the church is not a building, the
historic edifice at 205 E Kirkwood is the place from which FCC’s Realm-building work is conducted. In
our beautiful building, vibrant worship is offered, neighbors are served, faith expands, relationships are
strengthened, and the good news of the love of Christ is declared.

For many years, our aging building has needed mechanical and structural repairs. While some big
needs have been addressed, other projects have been delayed due to the pandemic, pastoral leadership
changes, and construction challenges.

FCC’s Capital Projects and Sacred Places Teams have been working diligently to move into a new
season of activity and have commissioned engineer John Seest to prepare a list of priority projects and
their associated current costs. Working in consultation with a mechanical engineering firm which
independently assessed our HVAC needs, a list of projects totaling approximately $650,000 has been
prepared. It includes a mix of mechanical, structural, and functional projects, all designed to enhance and
preserve our sacred space and improve its welcome and accessibility.

Contributing to the buﬂding momentum to complete these projects is the award of a §250,000
matching grant awarded to FCC by Eli Lilly Endowment through Sacred Places Indiana. A capital
campaign is proposed to meet the match and fund completion of these priority projects.

Please look over the list of proposed projects and associated costs provided to you in this newsletter.
Paper copies of this information will also be available to you at church on Sunday, December 8.

On Monday, December 9, please watch your email
inbox for more information. That email will include a link n This Issue. ..
to a survey which will ask for your feedback about the
proposed projects. Please prayerfully consider the ® Building Project List inside!
information presented, then complete the accompanying o Christmas Eve at FCC (page 4)
online survey. Your voice is needed as First Christian

e Holiday Soul Care on Dec. 11 (page 6)

Church considers this next exciting step into our future.

We are called to do big tasks—tasks that are possible e FCC in pictures! (pgs. 5-6)
with God! May we lean into our faith in the God who calls
us into the work of Realm-building!
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The Minister’s Missive
Nothing is Impossible

Dear Church,

December is here, and Advent has begun! I don’t know about you, but so far, my emotions feel like
they’ve been all over the map this season. It is cold and gray outside, with the sun barely making an
appearance some days, leaving me longing to go back to bed. The current political climate has me feeling
anxious about changes soon to come. Being with my family during the holidays means confronting the reality
of my parents’ advancing age; they will soon be leaving the house in which I grew up to move into a
retirement community. While having my young adult kids at home is a welcome blessing, it is also an
occasion for facing the ways in which our family dynamics are changing as my children are no longer
children. All this can leave me holding feelings of grief even as I enjoy the sound of familiar Christmas carols
am cheered by the Christmas trees and decorations that adorn my home. December feels a bit like a ride on a
roller coaster!

During Advent, I am reminded that the Hope into which the season calls us has very little to do with how
we are feeling. Hope is not an emotion. It is not about feeling optimistic or cheerful. It is not about whether
the things going on around us are hard or easy. It is not about whether the twinkling lights of Christmas fill
us with excitement or with melancholy.

Isaiah 9:2 proclaims, “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. On those living in a pitch-
dark land, light has dawned.” The prophet goes on to declare that the boots of thundering warriors and the
garments that have been rolled in the blood of violence are going to be burned up. They will be fuel for the
fire.

The way things are is not the way they are supposed to be. The God who made humanity and placed us in
a garden where we had everything we needed didn’t intend for us to live in a world where war and violence
and selfishness would rob us of our dignity. The same God, the One who intends for God’s beloved children
to live in shalom, has entered the world as one of us, as a baby born in humble circumstances and laid in a
manger. This is the God who has shared our humanity and has shown us the way into the life for which we
were made: through loving God and loving neighbor. This is the God who loves us so much that God has
called us to join in the most purposeful, meaningful endeavor of all: to join in the work of bringing God’s
own Realm.

Whether we feel happiness or grief, when we lean into this way of living, this way of j ]omlng with God in
loving all that God loves, we lean into hope. When we defy the impulse to turn - 1
inward, the proclivity to just look after ourselves and instead look outward and
seek out ways to be a part of God’s Realm-bringing, we proclaim hope. We
proclaim that things will not always be as they are right now. We proclaim Hope.

Friends, this holiday season, whether your spirit is soaring or whether it quietly
grieves, may you lean into Hope.

Shalom,
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SINGINGTHE STORY
The Carols of Christmas

The Advent and Christmas season is perhaps the time when most

of us actively participate in the activity of transmission of the story
of our people through song. It is a time for carols, which are popular and traditional songs usually
having the events of Christmas as their theme. The term “carol” comes from the old French word
“carole,” meaning a “round dance,” which perhaps indicates the far distant origins of such traditional
songs. Carol singing at Christmas became popular in England during the mid-nineteenth century, but
every culture has a type of popular song that might be categorized as carol. The First Noel” is an
English carol and “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” is a Polish Carol. Medieval carols tend to have
memorable refrains that follow several verses of narrative.

A few of our most famous Christmas songs are not actually “carols” at all, but are narrative hymns

(“It came upon a midnight clear” is one; as is “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing.”) “From heaven on high”
and “Wake, awake the watchmen calls us” are examples of German Chorales. During this Advent
season, we hope you will join in the corporate singing and transmission of the story of our faith.
Join in singing with the children and youth at the 5:30 Family Christmas Eve Service, attend the 7:30
concert on Christmas Eve before we worship together at the 8:00 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
where we can sing and thus participate in transmitting the story of the beginning of our faith through
song.

A CHALLENGE TO CELEBRATEWITH US

In his book Tune My Heart to Sing, the organist and composer Wayne Wold has written an interesting
challenge for us reflecting on the Advent season of preparation and singing together:

“Those of us involved with the church’s music know what preparation is like. Would we
ever want to sightread our music on Sunday morning, thinking that preparation was
unnecessary or that it somehow detracted from the performance? Rather, preparation and
anticipation make it all the more meaningful, whether for a musical performance or for the

celebration of our God’s incarnation. We in the choir are really the lucky ones. While the

rest of the congregation simply waits, we are refining the raw materials that will adorn and
lead Christmas worship. But even though our choir rooms may sound like Christmas is
already here, we know it isn’t quite yet, and that is all right. We have much left to do — we

are preparing for the future and, at the same time, living as though it is already here!”

All are invited to join in the preparation by singing in the choir this Advent Season and preparing for
Christmas Eve music. Rehearsals are Thursday evenings 6:30-7:45. We look forward to sharing this
miraculous experience with us. If you’d like more information, see Jan Harrington or Molly Patrick

or write Jan at harringt(@indiana.edu.

(More Music News continued on page 4)
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CHRISTMAS EVE AT FCC

Please join us on Christmas Eve as we gather to welcome the Infant]esus!

Our Family Service will be held at 5:30 pm and

FIRST CHRIST

features and interactive experience that is perfect for
families with children. At 7:30 pm , the choir will
present a concert of sacred holiday songs in the
sanctuary. Finally, at 8:00 pm, we will hold our
traditional candlelight service.

At both services, in addition to your offerings for

FCC, you are invited to brlng a package of diapers
and or baby wipes, which Wlll be donated to Middle Way House. This organization serves
families coping with domestic abuse.

Christmas Eve is a wonderful time to invite family, friends, and neighbors to worship with you!

CHRISTMAS EVE FESTIVAL CHORUS CONCERT

Each Christmas Eve, before the Candlelight Communion Service, we have celebrated with a
special concert of seasonal music that celebrates the great music inspired by the Christmas
narrative. This year our musical offering will be a selection of European Classical music for
Christmas, featuring a short cantata by Michael Haydn (Joseph Haydn’s brother) - “Run You
Shepherds Towards the Light”- as well as instrumental music traditionally composed for the
Christmas season.

Advent Devotionals

Copies of this year’s Advent devotional Daring to Connect: Advent as Adventure by Rev. Dawn
Weaks are still available. Please pick one up on Sunday if you have not yet claimed a copy for

your household!

Sister Sinjin Advent Concert on Dec. 16

The violin and guitar duo who played at Pastor Sarah Lynne’s ordination, are playing their advent
themed music at Sacred Heart Church located at 615 N Fairview St. in
Bloomington on Monday, Dec 16, at 7:30. Sister Sinjin has two advent
themed albums that help us reflect on the longing and grief that can
accompany the season. Suggested donation, which will all go towards the
artists, is §$10.
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In Our Prayers...

Please pray for FCC longtime member Jim Beeson and his family. Jim is in Hospice care in
Terre Haute following nearly ten years on kidney dialysis. His siblings are with him now
during these final days.
Cards and notes can be sent to Jim’s brother Richard Beeson at 3403 Ohio Blvd., Terre Haute,
Ind., 47803-1936.

Let’s pray for Frieda Hoffman who is recovering from a fall. Thankfully, she didn’t break
anything, but she is recovering from bumps and bruises. Notes of encouragement can be sent to
Frieda at Bloom at Willow, 2725 Lake Circle Dr. Room 304, Indianapolis, Ind., 46268

Donate to Our Winter Essentials Drive

7 ANTER Currently, we are in need of men’s coats (we have a lot of women’s coats
O SENTIALS and jackets), blankets, socks, hats and gloves. Warm socks and blankets are
DRIVE some of our most requested items. Please bring donations to worship or the

church during office hours. If dropping off during office hours, please call to
ensure someone can receive them. There will be a bin for donations near the
volunteer desk. On Sunday mornings Pastor Sarah Lynne or our Community Engagement Partner, lan
Matthews can help put away donations. They will be stored in a closet to be distributed upon request.

Staff Christmas Gift Contributions
If you would like to make a special monetary Christmas gift to our dedicated
FCC staff, you may place a donation in the offering or mail it to the church
and mark it “staff gift.” This is your opportunity to thank the wonderful staff
who serve us at FCC!

Your Faithful Giving

As we near the end of 2024, now is the time to reflect on your giving for this year.
If you made a pledge to financially support FCC in 2024, that pledge was considered
when the year’s budget was approved. Please check to see if you are on track for
meeting your pledge. If you need a reminder about how much you pledged or need
help checking on how much you have given this year, please notify the church office

and we will connect you to a financial secretary. Thank you!
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FCC Soul Care on Dec. 11th at 6:00pm

Looking for a way to decompress as the holidays approach? Join us at FCC Next Wednesday,
December 11 at 6:00pm as we take a little time to wash away some of the stress of the
season with a meditative Sound Bath session. Joy Harter will bring lead us in this spiritual
practice that has been used by many over thousands of years. She will guide us through this
practice using instruments including singing bowls to "bathe" us in soundwaves. Contact FCC's
Faith Community Nurse Lynae Mitchell or Jennifer Fettchenhauer if you have questions. We

hope to see you then! T ' ' 7 -

FCC’s Youth Gather
for Fun, Food and Fellowship :
Around a Fire '

s
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01/03  Jim Berkey 1600 N. Willis Dr., #25 Bloomington IN 47404

e JANUARY BIRTHDAYS f?@ '

01/08 Audrcy Fletcher 903 W. Association St. Ellettsville IN 47429

01/11 Chip Welch 930 W. Second Street B](J()mington IN 47403

01/13  Taylor Fox 5324 N. Bent Pine Dr. ~ Bloomington IN 47408
01/14 Loretta Orr 1105 E. Regency Dr. Bloomington IN 47401
01/22  Kyrmen Rea 1212 W. Acacia Ct. Bloomington IN 47404
01/24 Holly Biddle 9456 N. Ingram Rd. Solsberry IN 47459

01/28  Jetta Norris 3194 N. Dahlia Lane Bloomington IN 47404

Please let us know sze have ]gﬁ: anyone Qﬂ@(the birthda)/ list!

Decorate FCC with Christmas Poinsettias

while Honoring and Remembering Loved Ones

Our Christmas Eve decorations will be extra special with the addition of Poinsettias lining
the sides of the Chancel. You can honor or remember a loved one by purchasing a
poinsettia to support FCC’s Permanent Fund.

If you would like to participate, just fill out the order card in this newsletter or found in your
bulletin at Sunday worship. Include the form with a check to FCC for $15 With “Poinsettia” in
memo line. You can also to contribute to the Permanent Fund without purchasing a

Poinsettia. Please still fill out the form so that we will know who you are honoring or
remembering with your gift. The deadline to order poinsettias or make a
donation is December 17th.

Poinsettias can be taken home following Christmas Eve services.




PROJECTS
Our Proposed Capital Campaign: $650,000

Comfort and Efficiency: $284,000

We are blessed by our sacred space where we worship and serve. However, our aged HVAC system
compromises comfort, consumes too much energy, and threatens our financial stability when it
fails unexpectedly. These projects will address these concerns.

Replace Boiler #1 ($233,000)

The church has dual boilers. Replacing one with a new boiler will greatly improve the efficiency of
heating the church during winter. The old boiler will be retained for spare parts to extend the life of
the second existing boiler.

Fan Coil Units and Distribution Piping (549,000)

Our plan calls for staged replacements of the fan coil units (the wall heaters throughout the entire
building). Additionally, we will modify a portion of the distribution piping that circulates heating and
cooling water.

Install a Makeup Water Alarm ($2,000)
When a leak occurs, the heating system opens a valve to refill itself with makeup water. Installing
an alarm will allow us to react quickly to leaks.

Structural Integrity: $260,000

Addressing these structural weaknesses of our church building will correct damage, prevent further
deterioration, and improve safety and appearance. As stewards of this magnificent gift from God,
we are called to preserve the building from which all our ministries flow.

Sanctuary Entrance ($16,000)
Weatherproofing the stone above the main sanctuary entrance will be a preventive measure to
stop rainwater from seeping between the stones, which could ultimately damage the facade.

Choir Loft Arch ($24,000)

The proposed repair to the arch by the stairwell leading to the choir loft is both structural and
cosmetic. Years of settling have caused a visible crack in the stairwell. This project includes installing
monitors to track movement in the stairwell to help identify any future settling of walls.

Repair Exterior Half-Walls (Parapets) on North and South Sides of Sanctuary (526,000)
The partial walls on the front and back exterior of the sanctuary are the focus of this work to
prevent water entry, repair exposed bricks, and better seal the exterior corners of the sanctuary.

Stabilize Sanctuary Stone Beams Above Windows ($37,000)
The stone beams (lintels) above the large windows on the east and west sides of the sanctuary are
moving slightly downward. This project will secure and stabilize the lintels.

(Continued on back page)



Structural Integrity: $260,000 (continued)

Repair and Support West End Stairway ($26,000)

The second-to-third-floor stairway near the side entrance off Washington Street has shifted
downward by a few inches. To prevent further movement, a support rod will be installed from the
ceiling beams.

Rebuild East and West Wall Pilasters (584,000)

The pilasters (columns on the sides of the church) are moving slightly outward. This project will
address the movement and cover the wood trusses behind the pilasters to prevent water
intrusion.

Repair and Paint Wood Trim and Windows ($47,000)

The exposed exterior wood, including windows, on the southern side of the west end, shows
significant paint loss and wood rot. This project will focus on replacing the wood in the most
damaged areas.

WELCOMING ACCESSIBILITY: $23,000

Our church building plays a valuable role in our ability to share the inclusive love of Christ,
especially when it comes to welcoming others in the same way that God has graciously welcomed
each of us. These projects will enhance our ability to welcome.

ADA Access from the Alley ($10,000)
A new accessible entrance from the alley to the Chapel Gathering Space will enable passengers
needing assistance to exit and enter their vehicles directly at the door.

New Wireless Microphone System ($13,000)
The current system is unreliable and requires frequent repairs. A new system will improve sound
quality reliability.

FINANCING AND OVERHEAD: ($83,000)

The campaign will handle the costs for support services, including fundraising, and cover the gap
between when money is received and when it needs to be spent, including any interest expenses
from financing this timing difference.

Summary of Costs

Comfort and Efficiency $284,000

Structural Integrity $260,000
Welcoming Accessibility $23,000

Financing & Overhead  $83,000

Total Estimated Cost for all projects: 650,000
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Scripture Readings
For Sunday Worship

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH BLOOMINGTON

December 8
Second Sunday of Advent
Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 1:68-79

December 15
Third Sunday of Advent
Psalm 116:12-19
Luke 1:26-38

Join Us for Advent at FCC December 22
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Micah 5:2-5a
Luke 1:39-55
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