
 

 

 

 

Join Us for An All-Church Lunch on January 28 
Mary Morgan will Speak at Lunch in Great Hall Following Worship 

 

    Please plan to join us following worship on Jan 28 for an All-Church Lunch and Program with Mary 
Morgan of Heading Home Indiana.  There is no charge for lunch, and no need to RSVP. Just come for a 
meal with your church family and a program on this important community organization!  
    Mary Morgan is the Director of Heading Home Indiana, a community-wide collaboration working to 
strengthen housing security and decrease homelessness in this region (including Monroe, Morgan, 
Lawrence, Owen, Greene, and Martin counties).  
    FCC�s Voices of Faith is hosting this lunch, that will no doubt nourish our bodies, minds, and souls as 
we learn about this community organization and how they are addressing barriers to housing and how to 
expedite access to housing. Heading Home�s partners include United Way of Monroe County, the 
Community Foundation of  Bloomington and Monroe County, the South Central Housing Network, the 
City of Bloomington, Monroe County Government, and other community organizations.  

 
Sharing with Our Community 

 

    One of the many ways FCC supports those in need in our community is by supporting the work of local 
organizations that provide compassionate aid. Our church made year-end gifts to the following local 
agencies: 

Pantry 279 
Beacon, Inc. 
MCUM 
Wheeler Mission  
Community Kitchen  
Mother Hubbard�s Cupboard  
New Hope for Families  

 

    We give thanks for the work of each of these organizations and  
pray that our gifts bless our community through the work of these 
partners. 
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Dear Church, 
 

    In my household, the observation of the twelve days of Christmas has always been important as we 
remember that Christmas is not just a day, but a season. This is somewhat countercultural in a context 
in which retailers have tried to convince us that Christmas actually begins in October and ends when 
stores close on December 24. Many people feel a sense of letdown when Christmas seems to come to a 
screeching halt on the evening of December 25. As a pastor, the days and weeks leading up to Christmas 
are quite full of work tasks, so it has been especially important to me and my family to set apart the time 
from Christmas Day to Epiphany as a time of celebration. 
    As I write this message, it is the tenth day of Christmas; by the time you read this, the Christmas 
season will have officially ended. Most of us will have taken down our Christmas trees and decorations. 
We will have put away the cards we received, returned gifts that didn�t work out, and have eaten or 
disposed of the holiday leftovers in the fridge. But as we enter the new year, I pray we will continue to 
ponder the gifts of Advent and Christmas. I don�t mean we should ponder the physical gifts we have 
received, but rather the hope, peace, joy, and love for which we lit candles and sang carols. We need to 
ponder the Christ child, Emmanuel, God with Us, and what it means to be loved and claimed by a God 
who would go to such lengths to pursue us.  
    The season that follows Christmas is Epiphany, a time at which we remember that Jesus is a gift for 
the whole world, as evidenced through the revelation of the Christ-child to some traveling star-gazers 
from far away. This year, as I contemplate the magi and their worship of the child Jesus, I find myself 
wondering just how much they actually understood about what was being revealed to them. They were 
seeking �the king of the Jews,� but did they really understand that Jesus was the Son of God? Did they 
have any idea of the kind of kingdom he was bringing? Did they know that he would save through 
sacrifice?  
    Like the rest of us, I suspect that the magi�s experience made more sense upon reflection. I suspect 
that they pondered and pondered what they had seen for many years to come, and that, over time, their 
understanding of their experience grew. In this post-Christmas season,  
I feel a need to follow this example � to ponder the gifts of Christmas,  
to reflect on the hope, peace, joy, and love promised in Advent � as I 
grow in my understanding of what these gifts mean not just in December, 
but in every season.  
    The tree and the decorations may have been put away but may our 
pondering of the Christ-child and the gifts he brings continue. 
 

Epiphany shalom, 

 
Pastor Kyrmen  

 

The Minister�s Missive 
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+Tiara Abraham 
Elma Jessen 
+Sara Dailey Muñoz 
Patti Parkes 
Rachel Rosolina 
Mary Swarthout 
+Maria Izzo Walker 

Tribute to Our Loyal Choir Members 
 

When in our music God is glorified, 
And adoration leaves no room for pride, 
It is as though the whole creation cried: 

      Alleluia!  -Fred Pratt Green 
 

    Let�s start the New Year by giving thanks and admiration for the dedication of the loyal 
members of our Sanctuary and Bell Choirs who work tirelessly to provide music for worship 
throughout the year.  Our joy is in being together, rehearsing and serving in worship, and leading 
the congregation in singing; our reward is the intimate experience of experiencing first-hand the 
texts and music that bring meaning to our services.  When you see these congregants, please 
reach out and thank them personally for their service.  And perhaps consider joining us in 
rehearsals and singing: Sanctuary Choir � 6:30-7:45 Thursdays; Bell Choir 5:30-6:15 Thursdays. 

Every voice and ringer counts! 
 

First Christian Sanctuary Choir 
Jan Harrington, director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+Choral Scholar 
 

First Christian Handbell Choir 
Shayla Van Hal, director 

 
 
 
 

A note about applause during the service. 
 

    All singers and instrumentalists appreciate recognition for their artistry � but perhaps it is not 
best to interrupt the service with applause for our musical offerings.  The music offered by our 
singers and instrumentalists is intended to draw the congregation (and ourselves) into the 
experience of worship through contemplation and prayer.   If you feel so inclined to respond with 
a grateful �Amen� (��and the people of God said, �Amen� � ) your appreciation will be heard, 
our contribution acknowledged, and your response will help confirm our message for those 
around.   Applause at the close of the service after the Postlude is always welcome and will not 
detract from the worship experience as we make our way home or to fellowship!  

+Colin Anderson 
+Courage Barda 
Bob Bernacki 
Tim Jessen 
Joe Lee 
Robert Lynd 
Steven Pollitt 
Robert Thrasher  

Joanie Breeden 
Cheryl Engber 
Sharon Goins  

Carmie Hamilton 
Peggy Stafford 
Jo Weddle  
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Our Sacred Place 
 

    There is so much happening at FCC as our Sacred Places Team, Capital Projects Committee, and 
Property Commission work to maintain, repair, and improve our building! Here are some highlights: 

 A roof repair over the east side of the sanctuary has been completed, correcting a problem with 
water leaking into the sanctuary. With that repair completed, the damaged plaster on the east 
side of the sanctuary will soon be fixed.  

 The termite damage under the choir loft has been addressed with the installation of a new steel 
beam. The choir room and downstairs office are now ready to be organized so that normal use 
may be resumed. 

 Details are being finalized and a date will soon be established for work to begin on the main floor 
bathroom upgrade as we switch out our current men�s and ladies� rooms for three ADA 
compliant, all-gender bathrooms.  

 After receiving recommendations from the City of Bloomington�s Council for Community 
Accessibility, plans are being considered for creating an improved accessible entryway from the 
north alley into the Chapel Gathering space. 

 Estimates for the replacement and upgrade of our aging HVAC system have been gathered and 
are being reviewed. 

 The Sacred Places Team has applied for a significant grant from Indiana Sacred Places to aid in 
managing HVAC replacement expenses. A decision on the grant is expected by the end of 
January. 

 Our consultants from Partners for Sacred Places are continuing with their feasibility study work. 
Several in-person interviews were conducted in December, and virtual interviews are continuing 
to be held. On January 23-24, two consultants will be on-site conducting additional in-person 
interviews. By the end of February, the Sacred Places Team expects to receive a full report with 
recommendations to aid with the planning of a successful capital campaign to address our old 
building�s HVAC needs.  

Please take a moment to recognize and give thanks for the significant work that is being done so that 
our building can continue to be a compassionate center from which Christ�s love is shared in 
downtown Bloomington! 
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GETTING TO KNOW EACH OTHER 

 Editor�s Note: This column is a new feature that will introduce the people who volunteer regularly in the ministries of First 

Christian Church. The volunteers will be asked a question or two to offer a bit of insight into who they are and what they think 

is important in life. 
 

Meet Ashante Thomas, a regular volunteer at the FCC Welcome Table Breakfast. 
 
Q: When do you feel most hopeful about the world today? 
 

Ashante: I feel most hopeful when I see people living in harmony and 
appreciating life. While ideally happening at the national and 
international levels, living in harmony can also be local. I recently 
unexpectedly lost a friend. My family and friends checked in with me, 
of course. But my esthetician set aside time at my appointment after the 
funeral to ask how I was doing and offer her sympathy. Simple 
kindnesses like that are exactly what make me feel hopeful.  
 
Q: What�s on your �must read� list these days? 
 

The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store is on my short list. I love good fiction and in this book, James McBridge 
takes us to Chicken Hill, �the dilapidated neighborhood where immigrant Jews and African Americans 
lived side by side and shared ambitions and sorrows.� Moshe and Chona Ludlow lived in Chicken Hill, 
where Moshe integrated his theater and Chona ran the Heaven & Earth Grocery Store. The state came 
looking for a deaf boy to institutionalize, but Chona and Nate Timblin, the Black janitor at Moshe�s 
theater and unofficial leader of the Black community, worked together to protect the boy. This book has 
been shortlisted for prizing and sounds like a fun, provocative read. 

 
 

Are you interested in joining the volunteers at the FCC Welcome Table Breakfast? Contact Rev. 
Sarah Lynne Gershon at sarahlynne@fccbloomington.org for information and sign-up. 
 
 

Would You Like to Learn to Bake Authentic French Bread? 
 

Bob Bernacki has perfected the baking of authentic French baguettes, and would love 
to teach others this special skill in a workshop at FCC. If you would be interested in 
learning how to bake this delicious treat, please contact Sarah Lynne Gershon 
(sarahlynne@fccbloomington.org).  
Bob will organize based on time and interest. 
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Open Table Retreat  Feb 9-11 at Waycross Conference Center 
 

The Open Table Collective (OTC) is a collaborative group of affirming local congregations and IU 
campus ministries including First Christian Church. We are hosting a faith-based retreat for adults 
of all ages as part of a journey toward healing church-based wounds. This will be led by the Rev. 
Christine Allen Holden, a certified Spiritual Wellness Coach with a specialty in spiritual trauma, in 
cooperation with OTC clergy.  
 

Retreat costs are in large part being covered by generous funds from the Ecumenical Campus 
Ministry Fund, retreatants are welcome to make a free will donation if they are able. The retreat 
will run from Friday evening through Sunday afternoon at the Waycross Conference Center is in 
Brown County.  Contact Pastor Sarah Lynne at sarahlynne@fccbloomington.org or 773-961-6101 
for more information  and to register. 

All-Church Lunch with Speaker Mary Morgan on January 28 
Join us after worship on Jan. 28 in Great Hall for Lunch and  

a Presentation on the Heading Home Indiana Program 
 

We hope you will join us after worship on Jan 28 for an All-Church lunch and 
program with Mary Morgan of Heading Home Indiana.  There is no charge for lunch, 

and no need to RSVP. Just come! Mary Morgan is the Director of Heading Home Indiana, a 
community-wide collaboration working to strengthen housing security and decrease homelessness in 
this region (including Monroe, Morgan, Lawrence, Owen, Greene, and Martin counties).  
 

FCC�s Voices of Faith is hosting this lunch, which will no doubt nourish our bodies, minds, and souls 
as we learn about this community organization and how they are addressing barriers to housing and 
how to expedite access to housing. Heading Home�s partners include United Way of Monroe 
County, the Community Foundation of  Bloomington and Monroe County, the South Central 
Housing Network, the City of Bloomington, Monroe County Government, and other community 
organizations.  

 

Book Bunch Is Reading The Sweetness of Water 
 

 On Thursday, February 1, the Book Bunch will be discussing the novel The Sweetness of Water, by 
Nathan Harris.  In the spirit of The Known World and The Underground Railroad, this novel is about 
the unlikely bond between two freedmen who are brothers and the Georgia farmer whose alliance will 
alter their lives, and his, forever.  With candor and sympathy, debut novelist Nathan Harris creates an 
unforgettable cast of characters, depicting Georgia in the violent crucible of Reconstruction. Equal 
parts beauty and terror, it as gripping as it is moving. 
 

The Book Group meets every 5 weeks on Thursdays at 4 pm in the Fireside Study.  For more 
information contact Betsy Watson, bmwatson@indiana.edu. All are welcome. 



 

Come and Paint with Jennifer 
 

      FCC�s Administrator, Jennifer Fettchenhauer, has been working on 
making her office a more inviting space that expresses the love that is 
shared freely here at FCC� and she needs your help!  
      She has started a heart painting project and has all the supplies. She 
just needs your creativity� and a little time. Each person can paint a 
heart on a 4X4 inch canvas that will be help bring love to the bare walls of 
this space.  The fun will begin in February. Just let Jennifer know when 
you�d like to paint, and check the February newsletter for group painting 
times. 
 

 

Youth Group Needs Supplies for Project! 
 

Contact Ashlyn Reynolds (ashlreyn23@ gmail.com)  
to drop off your donations for the Youth  Service Project this 
Friday. They will be making  Blessing Bags to hand out to our 
unhoused guests on Sundays, and throughout the 
week. See the  
list to the right  for needed items!  Thanks! 
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In Our Prayers�  
 

    We offer prayers for the following members and friends of our congregation: 
 

For Erv Fettchenhauer, who is hospitalized and will soon move to a rehab facility. Cards and 
notes of encouragement can be sent to Erv and Sue at  2604 E. Windermere Woods Dr., 
Bloomington, 47401. 
 

For Kate Kroll, who is in rehab after a recent hospitalization. She has requested no visitors, but cards 
may be sent to her at 725 N. Bell Trace Circle, Rm. 123, Bloomington, 47408. 
 

For Claire Doucet, daughter of Jane Zebendon, as she grieves the loss of her husband, Jim Doucet, 
who passed away December 9. Cards and notes of comfort can be sent to Jane at  2309 S. Sussex Dr., 
Bloomington, 47401 and to Claire at 8542 Chisolm Plantation Rd., Edisto Island, SC, 29438.  
 

For Dan Goins, who will have back surgery on January 16. 
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Faith Formation Update 
 

    Advent this year was the shortest possible and Lent will begin very early this year, on February 14 
(yep, Valentine�s Day). That means that your Faith Formation Commission has been very busy!  
    We packed a lot into Advent: families with children made a MCUM family�s Christmas a little 
brighter by purchasing and wrapping gifts. A lovely time was had by everyone when some special care 
members were serenaded by FCC carolers.  
    We also hosted our first Advent Market which raised over $1000  
for FCC�s ministries. This was a fun event with handmade crafts,  
soup (and curry to-go!) and a plethora of Christmas cookies. We can  
not wait to host another next year, so if you are a crafter, consider  
incorporating some items for the 2024 Advent Market into your  
crafting plans. It is a wonderful and fun way to support the church!   
    Lent is less than two months away, and Faith Formation will be  
quickly back to the drawing board planning formation opportunities and devotional items for the next 
big season of the Church. For now we hope you enjoy the moment of calm that is Epiphany!  
 

Outreach Update 
 

    Outreach at FCC was also in full-swing this season. We were honored to host Beacon�s Homeless 
              Memorial and Vigil this year and provide a cookie and cider  
              reception afterwards. Over 70 people attended the service  
              and the Chapel Gathering Space was full of people   
              remembering and reconnecting afterwards. Voices of Faith�s 
              Winter Essentials drive helped us get a small closet going  
              which has allowed us to provide hats, gloves, blankets, and  
              jackets for people in need on Sunday mornings. The closet  
              will not be �open� during weekdays, as we only keep a small 
supply and donate to Shalom Center�s closet which is open Mon-Friday, but we will give out winter 
essentials on Sunday mornings when we get requests. You are welcome to continue to drop off like-
new winter items: blankets, hats, gloves, scarves, and jackets on Sunday mornings for our winter 
essential closet. Finally, much gratitude goes out to Holly Biddle, John Adams, Cindy Kvale, and all 
our breakfast volunteers for a beautiful Christmas Eve breakfast and lunch! They did an amazing job 
planning and preparing for these meals, and they made it a very fun and festive time for all our diners. 
We encourage you to come check out the Welcome Table in the future, whether as a volunteer or to 
grab a cup of coffee and some food!  
 

Many Blessings for Your New Year,  

Pastor Sarah Lynne 



 

 

Staff Thank You 
 

On behalf of the FCC staff, thank you for your generous contributions to provide 
year-end bonuses to each member of our staff. We have a very talented group of 
people serving our congregation, and each has worked hard over the past year. 
Your recognition of our work and commitment is deeply appreciated. 
 

With gratitude, 

Pastor Kyrmen 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday list! 
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Join Us January 28 

In Great Hall following Worship 
 

All-Church Lunch and Program  
with Mary Morgan 

of Heading Home Indiana 
 

Hosted by Voices of Faith 
 

Article is on page 6 
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