
 

 

 

Sacred Symbols 
A Season of Epiphany 

 

    If you were at church on Sunday, you saw the beautiful 
white and gold decorations. The communion table 
covering and the banner hanging above the table depict the 
Nativity with shimmering golden stars. Delicately cut 
paper banners hang on each side of the chancel. Also 
hanging overhead, are more beautiful, three dimensional 
stars created with straws and paint. These lovely pieces not 
only make our sanctuary beautiful; they also remind us 
that we have entered the season of Epiphany. 
    While many churches observe Epiphany only as a single 
day (January 6), this year we will join with those who 
celebrate Epiphany as a season that extends until the 
beginning of Lent. For seven weeks, ending with 
Transfiguration Sunday, the lectionary offers us a series of 
Gospel texts that invite epiphanies about the identity and 
mission of Jesus. During this season of “Aha Moments,” we will learn more about who Jesus is, what he 
came to do, and how we are called to partner with him to bring the Realm of God.  
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    Many years ago as a new, young mother and seminary student, I found myself overwhelmed by 
the competing demands of completing a graduate education and parenting a newborn. To my great 
surprise, I found that having a child had reordered my priorities and that I could no longer pour 
myself into my studies as I had before. For months I struggled, pushing myself to stay engaged in my 
coursework but knowing that my heart wasn’t really in it. I remember the relief and freedom I 
discovered when I finally had an epiphany: I could leave school for a while and return later! I didn’t 
have to do everything that was important to me all at the same time! This is just one of several 
seasons of my life in which I experienced an aha moment, a realization that there were more choices 
before me than I had recognized. Each time I have experienced an epiphany, life’s possibilities have 
expanded in promising and exciting ways. 
 

    In this Epiphany season of the liturgical year, the lectionary offers us a series of gospel texts that 
occasion aha moments regarding our understanding of who Jesus is and what he came to do. These 
texts invite us to see that perhaps there are more choices before us than the ones we have 
recognized up to this point. This is particularly true for us as a church. While we may have deeply 
ingrained ways of thinking about who we are and what it means to be the Body of Christ, the still-
speaking words of scripture offer us a fresh new look. How might the Spirit be calling us to 
recognize that there are more options before us than we have understood? How might we find 
promising and exciting new possibilities for the life of the church as we recognize that our 
limitations might not be what we have assumed them to be? How might we let our epiphanic 
encounters with scripture transform the way we think about and execute community building, 
service, spiritual formation, and more? 
 

    I hope you will worship with us through this Epiphany season as we open ourselves to see what 
new and exciting opportunities God is offering us. May scripture’s aha moments invite us to 
experience the movement of the Spirit in our lives and in the church! 
 
 
Shalom, 
 

Pastor Kyrmen 
317-408-9782 
pastorkyrmen@gmail.com 

 

The Minister’s Missive 
The Aha Season 
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In Our Prayers…  
 

    Sympathy and prayers for Joan Austin who is grieving the loss of her mother, Dorothy 
Kessner, of  Tell City on December 15. 
 

    Prayers of condolence and comfort for Shari Sprinkle and her family following the death of 
her father, Wendell Wischer, who passed away on January 6.  
 

    Prayers for the family of Joe Parrot who passed away Friday, January 6. Visitation will be on Thursday, 
January 19 from 5:00-8:00pm and also on Friday, January 20th at11:00am with his service to follow at 
noon. All at Day & Deremiah-Frye Funeral Home at 4150 E 3rd Street. 
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Worship Leader Opportunity 
 

For those who enjoy reading scripture aloud, consider participating in worship as a Worship Leader! The 
Call to Worship and first scripture reading is now being led by Worship Leaders. The only prerequisite is an 
interest in participating in our Sunday worship service. One of the Elders will continue to assist Pastor 
Kyrmen with the other parts of the service. Contact Linda Abe at abels@indiana.edu if you have interest. 

 

Sharing Prayer Concerns 
 

    Praying for one another is a privilege and an honor that not only supports the one who is experiencing 
a life-challenge but that also strengthens the ties that bind us together in love. When we are grieving a 
death, dealing with a difficult diagnosis, or anticipating surgery, knowing that our congregation is 
offering prayers for us can make us feel nurtured and strong. To that end, we are making some changes 
in how we communicate the prayer requests of our members and friends. 
    Each week, those who are present in the sanctuary have an opportunity to share prayer concerns on 
the attendance cards that are inserted in the bulletin. There, you may indicate who you would like to 
know about your prayer need. You will have three options: 
 You may indicate that your request should be shared with the pastor only. Be assured that Pastor 

Kyrmen will never discuss or share your concern without your permission. 
 

 You may indicate that your request may be shared with the Elders and the Prayer Team. The Elders 
will pray together about your concern at their monthly meeting, and your request will be shared the 
Prayer Team via a weekly email that members of that group receive.  

 

 You may indicate that your concern may be shared with the congregation. Checking this box gives 
Pastor Kyrmen or Pastor Sarah Lynne permission to include your request during prayer time in 
worship and/or grants permission to include your request among other prayer concerns in the 
newsletter and/or bulletin. 

    You are also welcome to share your prayer concerns by contacting Pastor Kyrmen directly or by 
calling the church office. When you do so, please be explicit about how you do or do not wish to have 
your request shared. In this way, we can provide the support each person needs while also protecting 
one another’s privacy. 



We long to learn to praise, 
in silence and with tone; 
to worship you in many ways, 
together and alone. 
Lord, teach us where and how 
to celebrate your reign, 
with all the things that come to hand, 
in color and design. 

Let worship come to life 
in humble frame of mind, 
in our approach to people, things, 
and in our use of time. 
Lord, you desire our praise 
in actions planned and done, 
through workmanship in daily task, 
in leisure time and fun. 

A MANDATE TO SING UNTO THE LORD AND MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE: 
We Long to Learn to Praise 

 

This hymn text from the modern hymnwriter Fred Kaan says it all: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Give us your lines to learn 
and prompt us in your role 
of being one with all on earth, 
to love with heart and soul. 
Help us to live and sing  
the truly human sound 
from church to world,  
at home, at work,  
in one unbroken round. 
           -Fred Kaan, 1972 

© 1973 Hope Publishing Co. 
 

SANCUARY CHOIR REHEARSALS THURSDAYS - 6:30-7:45 – GREAT HALL 
 

We come to you to urge your participation in service through singing in the Sanctuary Choir. There is no 
audition or even previous experience needed to take part – we have the kindly staff and resources to teach 
and help all singers to find their way. The community of singers is a strong and powerful medium to inspire 
worship as well as being a place where, research shows, singing together with purpose brings joy and health 
to the individual singer. There is ONE requirement though, and that is to COMMIT to rehearsals and 
Sunday mornings… part of “workmanship in daily task” to help us learn to humbly “celebrate the reign of 
Christ” in our lives and worship. Rehearsals are Thursdays, 6:30-7:45 in the Great Hall. We sing socially 
distanced with masks for the health of all – but despite that, our work joins us together as one. The choir 
director is Jan Harrington who would be glad to speak or text with you at harringt@indiana.edu or (812) 
340-0253 – or find him after a service! 
 

BELL CHOIR REHEARSALS THURSDAYS – 5:30 to 6 :15 (Downstairs in the Handbell Room) 
 

Likewise, the community of playing together on handbells is a wonderful way to praise, and, according to 
the current members, is also fun!  Experience levels are fluid within the choir, but even the novice can 
easily learn to follow the score and play professionally with the patient guidance of director Shayla Van Hal.   
Commitment is more important than skill. More players are urgently needed. If you are interested, drop 
Shayla a text or email her at svanhal@indiana.edu – or find her at the organ after any service! 
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The Road to Ordination 
By Sarah Lynne Gershon, student associate pastor 
 
    In this column over the upcoming months, I will share about my journey as we move toward my 
ordination date on May 21. I will be ordained in our beautiful sanctuary on that Sunday afternoon and 
you all are invited! 
 

    As a part-time student, my road to ordination has been longer than most! I am starting my 3rd year 
serving in this church and have been in seminary for 4 years. Discernment around my call to pastoral 
ministry started long before I started at CTS though. I first heard the call as a teenager serving in my 
youth group. Our youth group was very large and I led small groups and regularly shared testimonies 
from the chancel. I loved the church I grew up in, but they did not allow women to pastor and I 
struggled with biblical passages that (seemed) to prohibit women from leadership (and even speaking! 
I’m looking at you 1 Cor 14:34). I decided to pursue service ministry instead, eventually joining a 
Catholic Worker in Minneapolis.  
 

    The first Worker I joined was also a Mennonite Church (we called ourselves “The Mennonite 
Worker)! Luckily I had read Women in Ministry: Four Views at that point and was more open to a call to 
preach and pastor. Eventually, the founder of the church and I shared leadership during worship in our 
small house church. When my family moved away from Minneapolis, I began to feel the call to ministry 
again. I met with a spiritual director and attended a Quaker clearness committee (the group 
discernment process in Quaker churches) to discern the call to pursue an Master of Divinity (MDiv).   
 

    I initially expected to attend an Anabaptist or Quaker seminary when Christian Theological Seminary 
was recommended to me (by multiple people!). I immediately felt at home when I visited CTS and was 
amazed at their generosity. They were the only place that offered full-funding for a part-time student 
working toward an MDiv. I loved the class I sat in on and appreciated the diversity of the student body. 
 

    The admissions counselor later told me that the senior pastor at my childhood church attended CTS.  
I began to see how the Disciples of Christ (DOC) influenced its culture. We were committed to 
ecumenicism and Christian unity, and were much more open and thoughtful theologically than other 
evangelical churches I had encountered. I decided to visit First Christian Church in Bloomington 
because I was so impressed by the seminary, and because I was interested in connecting with a female 
pastor.  
 

    What a blessing that God led me to this church! Pastor Helen was very generous in meeting with me 
and helping me consider a call to ministry. She recommended I meet with Rev. Carolyn Reed and 
continue learning about the Disciples. When the need arose for a new Director of Faith Formation, we 
prayerfully considered whether I would be a good fit for this role. I have been blessed to be both 
challenged and advocated for under the mentorship of Pastors Helen, Will, and Kyrmen. In my next 
column I will talk a little bit more about my discernment around ordination in the Christian Church
(DOC) and the Disciples of Christ ordination process. 
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SEEKERS CLASS BEGINNING SOON 
 

    A Seekers class is beginning soon for youth in sixth grade and up who are interested in exploring the 
commitment of baptism and church membership. If you have a youth in your family who is ready to 
engage questions about what it means to be a follower of Jesus, please be in touch with Pastor Kyrmen 
and let her know of your interest. All interested families will be invited to offer input about developing    
a schedule for class meetings. 
 

NEW STUDY FOR LENT: ENTERING THE PASSION OF JESUS 
 

    Join Pastor Kyrmen for a six-week Lenten study that will lead participants into an  
exploration of the biblical texts surrounding the Passion story. Beginning Tuesday,  
February 28, the study group will meet weekly from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. via Zoom.  
Author, rabbi, and New Testament professor Amy-Jill Levine will guide us in  
discovering the risks Jesus knowingly faced while also showing us how these texts  
raise ethical and spiritual questions for his followers. 
    All participants will need to purchase the book Entering the Passion of Jesus: A  
Beginner’s Guide by Amy-Jill Levine. Please let Pastor Kyrmen know if you need  
help purchasing a book. Register for the class by contacting Pastor Kyrmen or the church office by 
Tuesday, February 21. 

Calling at FCC Youth!  
Lock-In this Weekend  and Retreat Coming Up! 

 

FCC Youth will be having our annual church lock-in this coming 
weekend. The fun begins on January 15th at 5:00 pm and we will wrap 
up our time together on January 16th at 10am!  
There will be food, games, and a service project. 
 

The Indiana Region is having a Winter Youth Retreat at Camp Bedford on February 17-19th. This is 
a great opportunity for our youth to make friends from across Indiana and enjoy Camp Bedford. 
 

If your youth (grades 6-12) is interested in either the lock-in or the winter retreat, please let Ashlyn 
know (ashlreyn23@gmail.com)!  

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBER 
 

    We extend a warm welcome to our newest member, Beaudelaine Pierre!  
Beaudelaine and her two teens, Annie and Max, moved to Bloomington this summer  
from the Twin Cities.  
    Beaudeline is a visiting assistant professor in gender studies at Indiana University.  
She has already plugged into the life of our church through worship, participation in  
the Faith, Friends, and Film class, and lending her French language skills to assist our  
refugee family. We are delighted to have her join our First Christian family! 



  Page 7                            The Christian Visitor        

FCC’s New Dishwasher Installed in the Kitchen 
Training on January 15 Following Worship 

 

    We are so pleased to inform that our new dishwasher has been delivered and installed, and we are 
preparing for a special kitchen training following worship at 11:15 am on January 15. This is a 
commercial dishwasher so, although it’s not terribly complicated to use, it is different from a home 
dishwasher. We want this investment to last a long time, so we are holding a training to learn how to 
properly use and care for our new dishwasher. 
    Please, plan to attend this training if you are part of a group (now or in the past) that uses or has used 
our kitchen and/or the dishwasher. The training won’t take very long, but it is important to keep us 
from costly repairs if something is done incorrectly. 
    Contact the church office at fcc@fccbloomington.org or 812-332-4459 to let us know that you plan 
to attend. Peggy Stafford will lead this training. Thank you Peggy for overseeing the installation and the 
training!  

Join Us for A Light Breakfast on Sundays 
 

    Many already know that we are now offering a 
light breakfast at 8:00 am on Sundays in Great Hall 
that is helping to fill a gap in services in our 
community. Beacon (formerly Shalom) is no longer 
able to serve breakfast on Sundays which leaves 
many in our community hungry on Sunday morning.  
    In response to this need, John Adams began 
bringing hard boiled eggs and cereal on Sundays. 
Our newly formed Outreach Commission has now 
joined with John to support this ministry. We are 
welcoming between 20-30 people from 8:00am-
9:30am each Sunday morning providing a place of 
comfort, love and a little breakfast.  
   If you would like to help with this ministry, please 
contact Christine Griffin (griffin3830@yahoo.com ) 
or Sarah Lynne sarahlynne@fccbloomington.org). 
We need four volunteers each week to help with 
this ministry. Volunteers can help out monthly, bi-
monthly or weekly. You’re also invited to just join 
us for breakfast, meet the people we are welcoming 
each week, and enjoy fellowship with some folks 
from our greater downtown community.  
    And… next time you see John Adams, thank him 
for his love of this community and the many ways he 
helps his neighbors.  

FCC Building News  
 

    As our world continues to return to “normal” 
ways of doing things… some of our partners in 
ministry are beginning to leave Zoom and return 
to their in-person meeting spaces.  
    FCC hosted several AA and NA groups during 
the week pre-COVID. Many of those groups are 
still online, but a few have returned to our 
meeting room in the basement for their weekly 
sessions.  
    Ask It Basket NA group is again meeting here 
on Tuesdays from Noon-1:00pm. The 5th 
Traditionalist AA group has returned on Thursday 
evenings at 6:30pm, and a new NA group called 
Cup of Serentea is meeting on Saturdays at 
5:15pm. This group used to meet at a local tea 
shop that closed in January. It is a very small but 
dedicated group.  
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Thank you to all who donated 
ornaments for our refugee 
family’s Christmas Tree.  
The tree was beautiful and the 
family loved the gift! 
 

And Thank you to all who helped 
provide a Merry Christmas for 
our MCUM family! Your love 
provided lots of Christmas smiles! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Mark your calendars and start making plans! The 2023 General Assembly “The Kingdom 
of God Within Us, Among Us” will be held in Louisville, Kentucky, July 29-August 1.  
    Engage in the dynamic discernment of the church, gather for energizing worship and deepen your 
faith with Bible study and workshops. 
    The early bird pricing is only good through the month of February. On March 1, registration will 
go up ($55 more for adults)! Yikes! It’s only a couple of hours away, so it’s a great year to attend! 
Pastor Kyrmen is going, and has six spots in her van for the roadtrip!  

    Register online at:  https://ga.disciples.org. Once you have registered, let us know that you 
are GOING (email fcc@fccbloomington.org) and let Pastor Kyrmen know if you’d like to reserve 
one of those spots in her van. We are waiting for information on accommodations, and will share that 
as soon as we get it. Don’t miss out! General Assembly is a great way to connect with the greater 
church and to your FCC family, and Louisville is a great place to do it!  

DONATE TO FCC THROUGH  
AMAZON SMILE 

Are you an Amazon shopper? Did you know that 
the church can benefit from your Amazon 
purchases? By designating the church as your 
chosen charity through Amazon Smile, FCC will 
receive 0.5% of every purchase you make as a 
donation. There is no cost for having an Amazon 
Smile account, and setting up your account is easy: 
 Visit smile.amazon.com  
 Sign in with the same account you use for 

amazon.com 
 Select your charity (First Christian Church; 

Location: Bloomington, IN) 
 You’re all set! When you shop, go to 

smile.amazon.com, and your donation to the 
church will be automatic! 



 

 

Thank You from your FCC Staff 
 

     The FCC Staff would like to thank everyone for your generous Christmas gifts for  
each of us. We appreciate the opportunity to work in a supportive and inspiring place, where we get 
to spend our energy and talents serving a community of care that is continually sharing God’s 
inclusive Love with everyone. Where welcoming All means All. Thank you! 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday list! 
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Scripture Readings 
For Sunday Worship 

 

January  15 
An Aha Moment: Pointing to Jesus 

Isaiah 49:1-7 
John 1:29-42 

 

January 22 
An Aha Moment: Here Comes the Kingdom of Heaven! 

Matthew 4:12-23 
 

January 29 
An Aha Moment: An Upside Down Kingdom 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Matthew 5:1-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for a Season of Epiphany 
Jan. 8 through Transfiguration Sunday, Feb. 19 
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