
 

Congregational Meeting 
January 29 

 

Please plan to attend the Congregational 
Meeting to approve the 2017 budget 

immediately following worship                   
on Sunday, January 29. 
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The 

 (Disciples of Christ) 
FCC’s Future Story to be presented during Worship on January 22nd 

Follow-up Meetings on January 29 
Future Story Shared this Sunday 

 

    This Sunday will be an exciting day in the 
life of First Christian Church as we hear FCC’s 
Future Story. It’s been almost a year since we 
began the journey of defining a path for First 
Christian Church moving forward.  
 

    The process began with  a self-assessment 
that included input from more than 100 
people. We had two all-church retreats, 
community-wide interviews, and 
congregational listening sessions. We 
completed a thorough assessment of our 
building, its structural health and maintenance 
needs. Rick Morse of Hope Partnership was 
brought on board as a consultant to guide us 
through the process that identified our current 
realities as well as opportunities for spiritual 
growth and community engagement.  
 

    At the closing retreat, Terry Daugherty, 
Amy Hoover, Craig Paiement, and Betsy 
Watson volunteered to serve as the Future 
Story Writing Team. This team has been 
meeting regularly since last May. Together, 
they have woven the creative ideas of the 

 

retreats and the realities of an aging building 
in a downtown location.  
 

    Please plan on joining us for worship this 
Sunday when the team will share FCC’s 
Future Story during worship at 10:00 am. 
Then join us in the Chapel Gathering Space 
at 11:00 am where our Future Story Writing 
Team will provide greater detail on the 
major elements of the story and questions 
can be addressed.  
 

Two Opportunities for Clarification of 
the Future Story on January 29th  

 

    Join us for one of two opportunities to 
hear more details about the elements of the 
story and to ask questions on January 29. 
We will meet in the Chapel Gathering Space 
following worship at 11:00 am and again at 
12:15 pm. 
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PASTOR’S PEN 
“A NIGHT IN THE LIFE”  

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 2021 

    I can’t tell you how excited I am about 
this coming Sunday (January 22), and it has 
nothing to do with the NFL playoff games!  
I’m looking forward to Sunday because, as 
you are aware, FCC’s Future Story will—at 
long last—be read and received! 
 

    As you will hear, the Future Story 
describes a vibrant “night in the life” of First 
Christian Church in the year 2021. You’ll 
be introduced to a number of interesting 
fictional characters whose lives and faith 
have been impacted by our ministries.  
You’ll also get a sense of how our building 
will be used as a conduit of beauty, grace, 
and service. Most of all, as the story 
unfolds, you’ll sense the palpable presence 
of God’s enlivening spirit as we embrace 
our renewed sense of purpose on the corner 
of Kirkwood and Washington.  Someone 
said, “It’s a good vibe!” I couldn’t agree 
more for the story gives us a glimpse of 
FCC at its best: sharing the inclusive love 
of Christ through serving, learning, 
welcoming and offering spiritual 
connection.  
 

    As the story is read on Sunday morning, 
let it sweep over you and sink into you as 
grand stories are meant to do. Please don’t 
get hung up on the details (i.e. how is that 
ever going to happen?). Rather, listen for 
the story’s major elements, and yourself, in 
our renewed “life together.” More 
importantly, imagine that someone you 

know (friend, neighbor, loved one) is in this 
story, and envision them celebrating the 
fullness of life that comes when one 
experiences the authentic love of Christ 
through their connection with this vibrant 
community of faith. 
 

    After the story is read and received, there 
will be plenty of time for questions and 
clarification, starting with the 11:00 session 
in that Chapel Gathering Space and 
continuing for several weeks. Then, more 
fun will happen as we organize ourselves to 
make this story a reality!   
 

    The time is ripe for God to do something 
new, both within our walls and outside our 
doors, and I believe that we are just inside 
the cusp of that “something new.” Several of 
you have told me that you, too, have sensed 
the same.  As the Future Story is told, we’ll 
catch a glimpse of “life together” on the other 
side of the cusp. It will be good! This is an 
exciting time to be part of First Christian 
Church, and I count it a blessing to serve as 
your pastor!    
 

See you Sunday! 
 

Pastor Helen 
 

PS.  Please notice that our annual Chili Cook 
off is NEXT Saturday, January 28! This is 
always a fun event. Bring cash to vote for the 
“People’s Choice” award! 
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Lewis 4th Annual Chili Cook-off  and Silent Auction 
on Saturday, January 28 

5:30 pm Chili Arrival and 6:00 pm Dinner 
 

It’s time to get out your very best recipes and get ready for the Annual 
Lewis Chili Cook-Off in FCC’s Great Hall on January 28th. Last 
year’s competition was fierce with FCC’s Bob Thrasher edging out Kate 
Kroll for the top prize!  

 

Contribute a pot of chili made from your best recipe if you wish to compete. If chili 
making is not your thing consider bringing bread, crackers, sides or a dessert to go with 
the chili. People and food start arriving by 5:30 pm. Chili is served at 6:00 pm. Themed 
baskets of items will be ready for bidding at a silent auction. If you have an item for the 
auction, contact Jo Weddle at jweddle2@comcast.net. Bring them to the cook off. 
 

Proceeds from the chili cook off will go toward FCC building and maintenance  
in memory of Phil and Donna Lewis. 

February Birthdays 

If you have a birthday that is not listed, please let us know so we can update our records.  
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I want to thank my church family  for the great outpouring of cards, gifts 
and well wishes during my time in the hospital, rehab and now home.  I am 
so humbled and thankful for my congregation at First Christian 
Church.  The cards and thoughts have carried me during this new journey 
so many times, that I can't even begin to express my thanks to each and 
everyone of you.  I love my church family and hope to be back with you as 
soon as possible. 
 

Thank you all 
Mary Beth Godsey    

Shopping for families with 
Monroe County United 
Ministries made Christmas 
brighter for some 
Bloomington area families! 

Thank you for the 
ways that you care! 



Early Session: 9:00 to 9:45 a.m. 
 

Emmaus-Interpreters Class (Bible study) 
Dive deep into the weekly scripture readings 
from the lectionary. Participants use the NRSV 
translation and The People’s New Testament 
Commentary by Boring & Craddock. Newcomers 
are welcome to jump in at any time. (Campbellite 
Room, 2nd level)  
 

The Sharing Table (discussion group)  
All are welcome to join this lively, unstructured 
discussion group whose interests range from 
current events to ancient Greece and beyond. 
Participants are welcome to join in the discussion, 
or learn by simply listening. (Fireside Study, main 
level) 
 

Listening to God (spiritual practice) 
Cultivates the practice of silent meditation as a 
means of deepening your faith and improving 
your conscious contact with God. No previous 
experience in mediation practice is required. 
Arrive by 8:45 am. A weekday option is also 
available. (Room 1, lower level) 

Sunday Morning Options 

Late Session: 11:15 a.m. to noon 
 

Campbellite Class (bible study, discussion) 
Acts is an account of the birth and early life of the 
Christian church....as God acts with and through 
God's faithful people, and as the people act in 
response to God's call, the early Christians are 
nurtured and strengthened to be God's first 
missionaries. All are welcome to join this group of 
lifelong learners. (Fireside Study, main level)  
 

Breathing Underwater (book study/discussion) 
Richard Rohr often says, “We do not think 
ourselves into new ways of being; we live ourselves 
into new ways of thinking.” In Breathing Under Water, 
Rohr shows how the gospel principles in the 
Twelve Steps can free anyone from any addiction—
evcn the addiction that we all have to sin. (Room 
14, lower level)  
 

Parents’ Café (informal discussion)  
Reclaim the Sabbath by setting aside time for 
conversation. While the kids are in Sunday School, 
take an hour to unplug, relax, and support one 
another on the journey of faithful living. (Room 2, 
lower level) 
 

FaithSteps (children’s Sunday school) 
Because every step matters, FaithSteps helps 
children grow in faith through Bible study. 
Preschoolers and kindergarteners learn about 
themselves as unique individuals who can share and 
learn about God. Grades 1-6 will learn about and 
from Biblical characters. (all on lower level) 
 

Youth Talk Back (informal discussion) 
Youth (grades 7-12) can stay after worship to talk 
back…to the sermon, scripture, one another and 
God. Share what you’re thinking about,  and ask 
“What does this have to do with my life?” Meet in the 
Chapel-Gathering Space and go from there. (main 
level) 

First Christian Church  
Group Study & Practice 

 

Children Worship & 
Wonder  
 

All preschool and 
elementary-aged children 
are encouraged to 

participate in this story-based children’s 
worship experience. This special program 
for younger children takes place during 
our worship hour at 10:00 am. 

 
Spring 2017! 



First Christian Church  
Group Study & Practice 

Weekday & Weeknight Options Monthly Options 

Jesus Before the Gospels (book study, 
discussion)  
In this compelling read by one of today’s 
foremost biblical scholars, Ehrman 
“challenges the historical accuracy of the 
Gospels and what they tell us about the 
historical Jesus, the way we read and think 
about these sacred texts, and how we view 
history.”  
Mondays, 6:30-8:00 pm (Fireside Study) 
 

Listening to God (spiritual practice) 
Cultivates the practice of silent meditation 
as a means of deepening your faith and 
improving your conscious contact with 
God. No previous experience in mediation 
practice is required. (Also meets Sundays 
during early session.)  
Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm (Fireside Study) 
 
 
For more information, contact our 
Director of Faith Formation and Family 
Ministries, Connie Myers. 

Men’s Book Group  
Meets the third Wednesday of each 
month at 7:00 pm. Book list available in 
church office. (Fireside Study) 
 

Book Bunch (for ladies) 
Meets the third Thursday of each month 
at 4:00 pm. Book list available in church 
office. (Bryan Park or the Fireside 
Study) 
 

Women’s Arts & Crafts  
Meets on the first Monday of the month 
(Chapel Gathering Space) 
 

Chi Rho & CYF  
This dynamic group of teens grades 6-8 
(Chi Rho) and 9-12 (CYF) meets 
monthly. Contact the church office for 
dates of upcoming adventures.  
 

 
(Mothers of Preschoolers) 
 

This group of Moms gathers to embrace 
the journey of motherhood. Join us on 
the last Wednesday of the month at 6:30 
pm for MOPS! (Fireside Study) 

 

First Christian Church  
205 E. Kirkwood Ave. 
Bloomington, Ind. 47408 
812-332-4459 
fcc@fccbloom.org 

www.fccbloomington.org/engage/learn/ 

 
Spring 2017! 



Boilermaker Chili 
Ingredients: 
2 lbs. ground chuck     1 lb. bulk Italian Sausage     
3 (15 oz) cans chili beans, drained   1 (15oz.) can spicy chili beans 
2 (28oz) cans diced tomatoes   1 (6oz) can tomato paste 
1 lg. yellow onion, chopped   1 green 1 red bell pepper, 
chopped 
3 stalks celery, chopped   2 green chili peppers, seeded & chopped 
1 TBSP bacon bits    4 beef bouillon cubes 
1/2 cup beer     1/4 cup chili powder 
1 TBSP Worcestershire sauce  1 TBSP minced garlic 
1 TBSP dried oregano    2 tsp. ground cumin 
1 tsp dried basil    1 tsp salt      
1 tsp ground pepper    1 tsp cayenne pepper     
1 tsp paprika     1 tsp white sugar    
Fritos, shredded cheddar for toppings 
 

Directions: 
Brown ground chuck and sausage over med-high heat in large stock pot. Drain off excess 
grease. Pour in chili beans, spicy chili beans, diced tomatoes and tomato paste. Add the 
onion, celery, bell peppers, chile peppers, bacon bits, bouillon, and beer. Season with chili 
powder, Worcestershire, garlic, oregano, cumin, hot pepper sauce, basil, salt, pepper, 
cayenne, paprika, and sugar. Stir to blend, then cover and simmer for at least 2 hours. 
Top with corn chips and cheese.                         
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GAME OF  TONES WILL CONTINUE IN OUR NEXT VISITOR! 
 Here’s a Little Inspiration for the Chili Cook-Off on January 28th! 

Hoosier Chili 
Ingredients: 
2 lbs. hamburger    1 tsp. black pepper 
2 (12 oz) cans chili beans   1 tsp. garlic powder 
1 (12 oz) can black beans   1 tsp. ground cumin 
2 while onions     1/2 tsp. salt 
2 bell peppers     1 tsp Tabasco 
1 qt. crushed tomatoes   3/4 cup spaghetti 
6 jalapenos     6 cups water 
2 tsp. chili powder 
 

Directions: 
In large soup pot, brown the hamburger on medium high. Chop onions and peppers and 
add to the hamburger once it is almost browned.  
Once the hamburger is browned, pour in the tomatoes, beans, and water. Stir and 
simmer for 5 minutes, then add the spices. Bring chili to a boil, then add the spaghetti. 
Turn the heat to medium low and continue to stir and simmer for at least 20 minutes. 
The chili will continue to get better the longer it cooks. Serve with crumbled saltines, 
chopped onions, jalapenos, and shredded cheese.  
*Courtesy food.com  
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   Week of Compassion  
      Special Offering on February 19 

 
 

Wheels of Compassion: Riding for Disaster Relief and Recovery 
 

     Two cyclists, 3 thousand miles, 50 days, one prayer: to promote compassionate presence in 
the wake of disasters. 
 

    Beginning next month, Rev. Hope Attenhoffer, a retired Disciples minister from Northern 
California, and her husband, Scott, will be riding their bicycles from San Diego, CA to St. 
Augustine, FL to raise funds and awareness for the domestic disaster responses of Week of 
Compassion. They were inspired by Week of Compassion's commitment to provide immediate 
relief and long-term recovery support. 
 

    Their fundraising ride, Wheels of Compassion, will take them through several states that have 
been affected by severe storms and fires over the past few years - from wildfires in California and 
floods in Texas, to tornadoes in Mississippi and hurricanes in Florida. As they ride through these 
places, Hope and Scott plan to share the stories of how Week of Compassion is here in times of 
need.  
 

    Hope has said when she rides, it is like prayer. The rhythms of her pedaling, the rushing sound 
of wind, and the steady movement onward are meditative. "I ride with intention," she says, 
finding that in the solitude of a ride, she feels deeply connected to God and to others. On this 
ride, as they make their way across the southern United States, Hope and Scott carry in prayer 
and intention the thousands of people affected by disasters every year in the United States. 
 

    We at Week of Compassion are grateful for the support and enthusiasm they bring to this 
effort, and as we prepare for the special offering, we are struck by the resonance of their ride with 
the theme for the offering: "You Are Here." As Hope and Scott undertake this journey, we 
celebrate the ways we, as church, are able to be here for each other and for our communities - by 
our gifts, by our prayers, and sometimes by our bikes.  

Welcome! 
On Sunday, January 15, the congregation received and celebrated Mark Russell as he came forward to 
reaffirm his faith in Jesus as the Christ and to recommit his life to serving through Christ's Church. Mark, 
who recently relocated to Bloomington from the Louisville area, experienced Christ's warmth and 
welcome in our worship and coffee fellowship, at our game night, during the Sunday breakfast and at the 
Interfaith Winter Shelter. Let us continue to offer him welcome and connection as he integrates more 
fully into into the community that is both within and outside our doors.   



 

MCUM Challenge  
  2016 Results 
 
 

 
2016 Goal: 2,000 lbs 

   Pounds Donated: 2108! 
 
 

Not only did we meet our goal in 2016, 
but we surpassed our goal by 108 lbs! 

 
 

Thank you for the ways that you care! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS… 
 

Sunday, January 22 
 FCC’s Future Story shared during 

Sunday morning worship at 10:00 
am 

 Future Story expanded 
conversation including question 
and answer, Chapel Gathering 
Space  at 11:15 am 

 

January 23, 6:30 pm 
  Jesus  before the Gospels Book 

Study (Fireside Study) 
 

January 25, 6:30 pm 
 MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) 
 

January 27, 5:30 pm 
 Listening to God meditation 
 

January 28, 6:00 pm 
 Chili Contest (Great Hall) 
 

January 29  
 10:00 am - Congregational Meeting 

following worship 
 11:00 am  and noon - Future Story 

discussion sessions in the  Chapel 
Gathering Space 

Do you enjoy scrapbooking?  
 

FCC is looking for a volunteer to help 
document our history through 
scrapbooking.  
 

If you would like to help with this 
project, please contact Jane Zebendon or 
the church office. 

Noah’s Ark - An Interfaith 
Journey Towards Understanding 
 

Noah’s Ark is a project where people of different 
faiths can come together to have conversations 

about the richness, diversity and complexity of our 
world. The goal is to create a “safe space” where 
people can deepen their understanding of other 

faiths as well as reflect on their own.  
 

Informational Meetings 
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 

January 22 or January 28 from 1:00-4:00 pm 
 

Informational flyers are available in our 
church office.  

 

Noah’s Ark is supported by the Bloomington Volunteer 
Network and the MLK Commission  
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Scripture Readings 
for Sunday Worship 

 
 

January  22 
Matthew 3:1-17 

 

January 29 
Matthew 6:7-21 

 

February 5 
Matthew 6:24-34 

Fourth Annual Lewis Chili Cook Off! 
Saturday, January 28 
6:00 pm in Great Hall 

 
Dust off that ole dutch oven, and get out 

those prized recipes! It’s time for the 4th 
annual Chili Cook-Off and Silent Auction 

at FCC. You won’t want to miss out on this 
event of gastronomic proportions!  

 
(See the scoop on page 3 for the spicy details!) 
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