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FCC Search Committee Members Announced
Search for FCC'’s Interim and Permanent Pastors Begin

At the January 17 Board Meeting, FCC Moderator Terry Daugherty announced the names
of those who will serve on the Search Committee for the Interim Minister and FCC’s next
Permanent Pastor. Members of the Search Committee are: Terry Daugherty (chair),
Christine Griffin (secretary), Amy Hoover, Connie Myers, John Walsh, Amy Wardlow, and
Jim Watson. They will be following the search and call process outlined in the FCC
Constitution.

Rick Spleth, Regional Minister of the Christian Church in Indiana, offered to the Board
words of encouragement and guidance related to the search process. Rev. Spleth estimated
that it could be a year or more from the time of Pastor Helen’s May 30 retirement until the
next Pastor is called and settled. In the meantime the Search Committee, with board
approval, will: 1) call an Interim Pastor to provide continuity, and 2) offer a process for
FCC members to provide feedback and input regarding the future direction of the church’s
ministry and mission. This input will be critical to helping the Search Committee find and
call a Pastor who will be a good “fit” for the congregation, hopefully for many years to come!
The Search Committee, which has already met with Rev. Spleth, will continue to rely on his
guidance and experience as they move forward with their charge. Please keep them in your

prayers!

Do You Need an Please Plan to Attend
. The FCC Congregational Zoom Meeting
,
Updated FCC Directory? January 31 at 11:00 am

Keep in touch with all of your FCC friends

with cards and calls. Call or email the ) “Coffee Fellowship”

. . will be from 10:45-11 :00 am
church at fcc(@fccbloomlngton.org if you
need a new directory. We can email a pdf, See More Details on Page 3 of this
or snail mail a hard copy. Just specify the Newsletter. Thank you!

format in your email or call. Thanks!
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Pastor’s Pen
A Calling and a Prayer, Inspired by Sunday’s Hymns!

By the time you receive this article, our nation will have a new President and Vice-President. There
will have been (I pray) a smooth transition of power. The nation will still be divided. The world will
still be broken.

And the church will still be the church, “called as partners in Christ’s service, called to ministries of
grace.” This quote, penned by Jane Parker Huber (a Presbyterian church leader who lived most of her
life in Hanover, Indiana!) was the first phrase of the opening hymn we sang on Sunday. Its words ring
as true today as they did when she wrote them 40 years ago (1981).

Indeed, now more than ever, Christ calls us to partner with him to carry out his mission of
reconciliation—his mission to restore this world to a grace-filled place where peace and justice reign,
where all God’s people live together in unity, and where all know that they are loved fully and without
condition.

Last Sunday’s communion anthem was a prayer. Written by Ruth Duck, a United Church of Christ
minister, the prayer asks God to strengthen us to carry out our call as partners in Christ’s ministries of
reconciliation. Its words, like the words of the opening hymn, are as true today as they were when they
were first published nearly 30 years ago. I've included them here because I want this prayer to be OUR
prayer in the coming year:

Diverse in culture, nation, race, When chasms widen, storms arise,

we come together by your grace. O Holy Spirit, make us wise.

God, let us be a meeting ground Let our resolve, like steel, be strong
where hope and healing love are found. to stand with those who suffer wrong.
God, let us be a bridge of care God, let us be a table spread
connecting people ev'rywhere. with gifts of love and broken bread,
Help us confront all fear and hate where all find welcome, grace attends,
and lust for pow'r that separate. and enemies arise as friends.

Before you continue with your reading of this article, please re-read the prayer above as a prayer. In
other words, pray it! And please post it someplace where you can pray it regularly. In the coming
year, come what may:

May this prayer serve to strengthen, focus and direct us—as part of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) —to claim our identity as a “movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.”

May this prayer serve to remind us to look beyond ourselves, that we might become that “table
spread with gifts of love and broken bread, where all find welcome, grace attends, and enemies arise as
friends.”

And may this prayer serve to guide us as we accept our Disciples calling to “be and share the Good

'”

News of Jesus Christ, from our doorsteps to the end of the earth

Blessings!

Pastor Helen
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FCC Congregational Zoom Meeting Called
Sunday, January 31 at 11:00 am
“Coffee Fellowship” will be from 10:45-11:00 am

Zoom link: https:/ /us02web.zoom.us/j/85683112130

On Sunday, January 31, we’ll have a great opportunity to be together for a brief time of
fellowship (starting at 10:45 am) prior to the congregational meeting, which will be called to
order promptly at 11:00 am. The agenda: to vote on FCC’s annual operating budget for 2021 as
well as to receive an update on the church finances. A copy of the proposed 2021 operating
budget, approved by the board, is included with this newsletter on page 4. FYI: The finance
committee worked very hard to bring a balanced budget for your consideration. Unfortunately,
due to a $45,000 shortfall in pledged income, they were not able to fully fund what was
requested. Details will be shared at the congregational meeting. Finance committee members are
Brian Jackson, Shari Sprinkle, Tim Sullivan, and Jim Watson—all CPA’s with a heart for Christ’s
church and FCC’s mission. We are blessed by their ministry! (A reminder--including the zoom
link—will be posted on our FCC Members Facebook Group and via Pastor Helen’s emailed
Pastor’s Postcard.)

If You Have a Phone,
You Can Participate in the Congregational Meeting!

Did you know that you can participate in the Congregational Meeting even if you

don't use a computer or don't have internet access?

It's easy to call in to a Zoom meeting using your landline or cell phone. You'll be able to hear
what is being said and speak up when you have something to say.

Here’s how! At any time between 10:45 and 11:00 a.m. on January 31, call 312-626-6799.
(This is a long distance number.)

When prompted, enter this meeting number: 85683112130 and then press the pound key (#).
When prompted to enter a participant ID just press the pound key (#) again and you will be in

the rneeting'

(@h

The congregational meeting will be called to order at 11:00 am, but
) you can join the meeting for “coffee fellowship” starting at 10:45 am. So,

please plan to attend this important meeting.




The Christian Visitor

Page 4

- $ 0 e $0 S e NIO¥VIN L3N
%612 (egs's21) $ Jeveies " s eobzovT 0§ SISNIIX3 ANLSININ TVLOL
%00 | i $| 1 - —__$| - Y 7] —— . wea | Bunpeg - Loyg aumng
%0'80- (pos's) s | 008°L ____S|oorT e wWea | SsuoReEdUNWWO) - AIOIS aumn4
%0°00}- (000's¥) $ ooosy S| - R 1 wes | sucisiswo) - Aol auming
%Z'Z8- (szege) $ .lsosTr s|ows s wea) senuany - Aois auming
%00 A $ | -
F%obLL- {862701) $ . 8608 LS o S ; _Avedaid
%00 = $ 05 . slosL 8 Bures diyssapea
%¥ 0L (00s’e) $ joosel ___s|o00r S duspremas
%E €8~ (osz’'L) s  loos't $ | oSz ~ . Fe saupsiulw sndweognoa
%b T (sssa1) $ —i1BI'EF — S| QEQTE - s UOISSIW g YoraANO
%00 = $ .1 202 $ | 102 S 1Yl saAIgosyAueign
%t L (002) $ |oose _s|otze 8 . SUOREIILNWWOD
%0°004- (000°1) $ 1000t —&i| - —— $| == : sagquassy
%00 - s |oos sloos T s o saulsiuIw diySMOgR 4
%0°02- (o) $ oz $ | 00z - ywmaiB yoanyd
%ZT'¥S 002’} $ ﬁm_u.m s |sive $| diysiom
%b L (oes'1) $ 060z ___s|ower 0§ . Aasiuw aisnpy
%00 | § .losL — -7 ___ sl uoREDNPS YNPY
%81 (s01) $ Jooes s |se¥S S sausiui Apwie; g UBIPIYD
%881 £GB'E $ .jzo60C : s |s8¥C 0§ o uoREASILILPY
%ZEL- (005°2) $ _.i0006L ___S|ooseL  § T asuadxa 200
%Z € (e8+8) $ (pOBEOZ: s is¥esz . § asuadxa yeig
| SISNIJX3 AMLSININ
%6°12- (ge2'6Z1) $ $ | s01'zor - $| ~ $324NOS3¥ TV1OL
%0 €E- (Lop"ob) s s/o00Z8 _ - S suawasingsig pung paweubisag
9%0°004- {0s.'82) $ _$|Ti= ____ s h,..n awoou| weiboid HO1dX3
%0°001- (0009) s 3 [ - S8 Lo o ubedwe) eydeD - e 20in0say D40
9%0°001- (000°%2) $ _ 8] - .88 TETTTTTT T wea | auoisiawo)) - WEIS) 30Un0say D40
%G'ZL- (008°2) $ sloos’s  ~ s$| . BWOdUI 1S3393]
%L'G" (oow) $|— X S WBWasINGSIQ SPUNZ JaysesyL
%105 (oze'y) $| .. S|ooey | - [®1ua1 pue asn Buipiing
%9°G- (zo8'12) $  :1110'06€ $ | B0L'S9E ™ s sabpaig
"~ 33Bpng 0202 13Bpng 0202 ,
sa3aBpng 120z sA12Bpng 120z o
-aBuey) AOA % - aBueyd A0 .auﬁ:m_,ﬁag | 190pnid senz N — S$3D¥NOS3IY
190D, neo0z
HZ Aid




Page 5 The Christian Visitor

COVID Taskforce Update

The COVID Advisory Taskforce has been meeting regularly to help guide decision-making
around policies and protocols related to keeping our staff and members safe and well during the
pandemic. Each time they meet, they review the board approved document (posted on the
website) that lays out a pathway to return to in-person worship and gatherings.

Members unanimously recommended that we remain at Step One in the document, which says
that there will be no in-person worship. The Taskforce will continue to monitor the data as we
move into the spring. For the time being, worship services, small groups, and meetings will
continue to be offered online.

In the meantime, the Taskforce continues to guide the staff as they work toward the goal of
being able to livestream the entire worship service so that—when it is safe—we can offer a
worship service that is offered both online and in person.

Taskforce members are all members of the congregation and professionals in the field of
medicine. Medical doctors include: Mike Bishop, Scot Moore, Kip Myers, Jim Ray, Andy
Stafford, and Rhonda Trippel. Registered nurses include Jenn Richards and Peggy Stafford. Please
take the opportunity to thank them for doing all they can to keep our members safe and healthy.

Need help with getting your COVID 19 Vaccine?

If you are age 70 and over, you are probably aware that you are eligible to receive your COVID
19 vaccine, and we encourage you to get registered as soon as possible!

Peggy Stafford, one of our FCC elders who is also a Registered Nurse, has volunteered to help
you get an appointment to receive your vaccine. If you want her to help you, please be aware that
you will need to share (very confidentially) some personal information with her. Peggy’s phone
number is in your church directory. If you do not have a directory, please call the church office,
identify yourself, and we will mail (or email) you our latest directory as well as share Peggy’s

contact information.

An Immediate Need and a Call to Serve!

As you may be aware, the new (and temporary) winter emergency shelter is needing volunteers
to provide snacks and meals to those who will be sleeping there at night.

If you would to be part of an “FCC Shelter Team” that provides and drops off snacks and meals
to those experiencing homelessness, please email or call the church office A.S.A.P., no later than
January 29. If there is a solid “pool” of FCC folks who can make up a team, we will begin to
quickly organize ourselves to serve! If we are not able to form an FCC team, we will forward
names of willing FCC folks to the staff coordinator at Beacon (formerly known as Shalom).

Sarah Lynne and Pastor Helen will help you mobilize to serve!
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Please hold in your prayers the family of long-time member Marie Settle, who passed

away on December 29. Due to COVID, services will be delayed until spring.

Cards and notes of condolence may be sent to the family in care of her daughter,

Barbara Hays, 1814 N. Ridgeway Dr. Ellettsville, 47429.

Family Ministries Update
By Sarah Lynne Gershon
Student Associate Pastor

Hello FCC Families! I hope you are enjoying
the weekly devotionals and coloring pages from
[llustrated Ministries (IM)! (PSST! I can send
these coloring pages to adults too! They are great
for grown-up coloring. Send me an email if you
would like them.)

We will also be using IM’s “Reflections on the
Heart” Lenten Family Devotional. Lent starts on
Feb 17 this year so it is right around the corner!

[ hope to have your next devotional bags ready to
pick up the second week of February. These bags
will include supplies for our next LIVE
gathering: A Pancakes and Ashes Zoom event!

The Pancakes and Ashes Zoom event will be
on Fat Tuesday, Feb 16, from 6:30-7:30 pm.
Your bags will have pancake mix with fun
toppings for a Fancy Pancake Gallery and masks
that you can decorate and wear during the event.
After the fun we will transition to a more
reflective Ash Wednesday service in which your
kids will learn a little more about Lent. There
will be supplies for your family to give and
receive ashes. I will also be inviting your
Encouragers to come!

Please save the date for this event! If you have
not been receiving devotional bags it is also not
too late to let me know you want one for this

gathering!

FIRST CHRISTIAN-€CHUREH BLOOMINGTON

call

&
resipomse

Worship Series from Jan. 10-Feb. 7

When the Holy calls, what is the appropriate
response? And how should God's call and the
Church's response build up the Beloved
Community that is the Kingdom of God? In
this sermon series, Pastor Helen will help us
ponder this question as she reflects on
scripture passages taken from the Revised

Common Lectionary, especially from Mark's

gospel.

January 24
Jesus Invites: Some Workers Respond
Scripture Mark 1:14-20

January 31

Jesus Commands: Even an Unclean Spirit
Responds!

Scripture: Mark 1:21-28

February 7 (Bruce Ervin Preaches)
Jesus Heals: A Woman Responds
Scripture: Mark 1:29-39
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Join us online at www.fccbloomington.org
cach Friday at 6:30 pm for our Jazz Vespers

Moment service. January’s topic of “Reflecting”

offers:

January 22: Reﬂecting on Healing

]anuary 29: Reﬂecting on Memories

Stephen

Allison

02/01
02/03
02707
02/07
02/09
02/13
02713
02/17
02/17
02/21
02/24
02/25
02725
02/28
02/28

Maria
Ben
Gavin
Marie
Alexandra
Caleb
Melissa
Frieda
Diane
Sue
Jackson
Marilyn

Michelle

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Chambers
Walsh
lzzo-Walker
Jackson
Hill
Webb
Donham
Dalton
Nam
Hoffman
Thrasher
Cull
Moore

LoCascio

Walsh

4172 W, Middle Ct.

1478 E. Commander Court
1521 E. Clairmont Place
3693 §. Sowder Square
8956 W, Rice Rd.

532 Green Road

5900 N. Maple Grove Rd.
1322 §. Winficld Rd.

3519 E. Morningside Dr.
1909 Wilton Court

2627 E. Windermere Woods
3144 Eden Dr.

2526 E. Summer Creek Dr.
3900 S. Jamic Lanc

3006 S. Olcott Bvd.

Bloomington
Bloomington
Bloomington
Bloomington
Bloomington
Bloomington
Bl()()mjngtun
Bloomington
Bloomington
Bloomington
Bloomington
Bloomington
Bloomington
Bloomington

Bl()omington

1

o
[Ug!

IN
IN
IN
IN
IN
IN
IN
IN
IN
IN
IN
IN
IN
IN

47403
47401
47401
47401
47403
47403
47404
47401
47408
47401
47401
47401
47401
47401
47401

If you have a birthday that is not listed, please let us know so we can update our records.
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When the Holy calls, what is the appropriate
response? And how should God's call and the Church's
response build up the Beloved Community that is the
Kingdom of God? Join us as we reflect on scripture
passages, especially from Mark's gospel.

Scripture Readings
For Sunday Worship

January 24
Jesus Invites: Some Workers Respond
Mark 1:14-20

January 31
Jesus Commands: Even an Unclean
Spirit Responds!
Mark 1:21-28

February 7
Jesus Heals: A City Responds
Mark 1:29-39
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