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Congregational Meeting this Sunday on January 30
2022 FCC Budget Presented in Meeting following Worship

Whether you join worship online or in the sanctuary, you are invited to “stay after” worship
for a few minutes on Sunday, January 30, as we meet to review the work of FCC’s Finance
Team and Church Board as they present our 2022 FCC Church Budget. An overview of the
budget is included in this newsletter and will also be sent to all members of the congregation via
email.

The 2022 budget is about 6% less than our 2021 budget. The drop in pledge income can be
attributed to deaths and some folks moving away. We celebrate that our stewardship emphasis
in the fall gave many of you the opportunity to affirm, and in some cases increase, your giving.
Your gifts are at the heart of all parts of FCC’s ministry. Thank you!

We also celebrate the positive effect our Permanent Fund is having on church finance. This
year we will be able to draw about $125,000 from that fund to support FCC ministries. We are
thankful for those who made gifts and shared bequests with the church and for those who
manage these funds.

On the expense side, it is obvious that any decrease is difficult. The Finance Team and
Church Board developed the budget based on annualized figures from our actual spending in
2021. This will preserve all programs and staft through this time of transition as we seck a new
settled pastor. The board has challenged staff and the finance team to look ahead to 2023 and
beyond as we develop a budget and ministry program that is in line with the current size of our
congregation, the needs around us, and our financial capacity.

We hoPe you can .be pr('asent for this brief, but important, Tnside This Issue:
congregational meeting this Sunday, January 30. The

YouTube livestream will continue following worship for Page 5 Lenten Devotional

e . . !
those joining in from home. Information about voting from Request!

home will be sent by email. If you do not receive the email, Page 6 Community Book Read

you can also vote by Calling the church office and leaving a and online Discussion

voicemail. Votes must be received by 5:00 pm on Monday, Insert Budget and Search
Committee Update

January 31. Thank you for your participation.
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Will Writes

It is easy to start looking ahead at what is next and forget to celebrate what has been. So, this week I

want to celebrate what we were able to do as we finished out 2021. Specifically, I want to celebrate
our outreach!

As we worshipped our way through Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas, we also were sharing
gifts. Some were hands on as our children and youth joined their adult leaders to purchase, wrap and
deliver gifts for families through MCUM. We gathered more than 1,000 pounds of food for the
MCUM food pantry. And you filled to overflowing the Middleway House gift box during the Advent
season. Our Shalom breakfast crew served Sunday morning hot meals to our neighbors at Beacon.
Food, clothing, and more make real the love of Jesus.

We also shared our financial gifts. The Thanksgiving Offering supports our Disciple colleges and
seminaries. The Christmas offering focuses on the ministry of our region. And we responded to the
damaging tornadoes immediately to our south through Week of Compassion. Those three designated
offerings totaled more than $1,600. We will focus again on Week of Compassion in February.

Our Outreach team met to decide on year-end giving from our budgeted outreach dollars. They
sent more than $5,000 to:

e Wheeler Mission

e Exodus Refugee Immigration (who will be opening a new resettlement office in Bloomington

later this spring)

* Monroe County United Ministries

e Habitat for Humanity

e Beacon (Shalom Center)

Each of these ministries serve in ways that no single congregation could do on their own. They are
our partners in ministry all year around.

There are thank you notes from our MCUM families
included here. Thank you letters from our mission partners are |
on the bulletin board in the west hall. As you read them, lift a
prayer for the people of our community who serve and are
served in these many ministries. It is a joy to journey with
them.

Grace and Peace,

Wwill 7/ :
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MINDFUL SINGING - 2
For Glory and for Beauty: Poetry in the Service of God

Sometimes a light surprises In holy contemplation

the child of God who sings: with joy we shall pursue

the light of one who rises the theme of God’s salvation,
with gentle, healing wings. and find it ever new.

When comforts are declining, Set free from present sorrow
God grants the soul again we cheerfully can say,

a season L?f clear shining, let the unknown tomorrow
to cheer it after rain. bring with it what it may.

-William Cowper, 1858

(In this issue we continue to explore hymnwriter and poet Susan Cherwien’s (1953-2021) seven questions
regarding any text intended for worship of God. We are borrowing heavily on her article “The Sieve of Seven

Questions™

The poem above by 19"-century hymn writer William Cowper is one of my favorites. It resonates so many
times for those of us involved in sacred music — where light reveals itself, often unexpectedly while we are singing.
Perhaps all of us have experienced that at one time or another while singing, even in private times. Those words
and tunes often find their way into our hearts and, having been sung, are often remembered in our memory over
and over as “earworms” in our heads.

Our last article about Susan Cherwien’s tests for hymn texts ended: “It is worth asking these questions regarding
any text intended for worship of God, not only hymn texts but also prayers, sermons, and litanies. They are good
questions to ask regarding visual art, the way print looks on a page, for vestments and flowers and worship space.
Good questions for music! And they are pretty good questions for most of life, too.!” Let’s look at the first three of her

questions:
The seven questions are:
Is it true? Does it give God glory?
Is it beautiful? Can it bear the weight of mystery?
Is it excellent? Is it appropriate?

Does it replace something of greater worth?
Is it true?

This is really the primary question, the crux, the cross, because whatever we sing into ourselves, into each
other, and out into the rest of creation shapes us, forms us, potentially causes us to evolve. Words, music, and
intent continue to vibrate. Nothing disappears without a trace in God’s world. What we consciously participate in
will incarnate itself in us. Is what we are singing true? Discovering the inherent truth in words and concepts and
images requires an ever-sharpening discernment and awareness in the wordsmith. And that also means a willingness
occasionally to let go of what we once thought to be true.

Is it beautiful?

This question comes from our Orthodox sisters and brothers who ask themselves before an act or a
decision, “Ts this beautiful?” Beauty is a characteristic of God. For Thomas Aquinas, beauty is a Name of God. When
God created the world, God said, “Tov!” (“Beautiful”’)—and so the creation carries the beauty of the Creator, and
we too are to nurture that beauty in ourselves and in what we create.

(Continued on page 7)
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Faith Formation Update:

Sharing Christ’s Inclusive love through Learning and Spiritual Connection
Family Ministries

We are putting plans together to restart Children’s Worship and Wonder. Please let Sarah Lynne
Gershon know if you are interested in being a greeter or storyteller. We are having a training on Feb. 4
and 5. Even if you aren’t ready to volunteer now due to COVID risks, but would like to in the future,
please consider taking this training. We need a larger pool of storytellers and greeters and we want you
to be ready to volunteer when you feel comfortable. A couple of people are signed up for the training,

SO we are planning to offer this special worship experience for younger children sometime this spring.

Worship and Wonder
Train to be a Storyteller or Greeter: Virtual CW&W Storytelling Training
Feb. 4 (6:00 - 9:00 pm)/Feb. 5 (9:00 am- 12:00 pm)

Until Worship and Wonder begins we will continue to offer Children’s Moments and have the
PrayGround open with books and worship bags. I will be able to take children out of worship to the
Chapel Gathering Space on Feb 13 and Feb 27.

Adult Faith Formation

The Gospel & Transformative Justice: a faith formation and outreach ministry

This small group is for people interested in exploring how the Gospel speaks to people who are at
the nexus of harm—both as people who have harmed and experience harm. This is all gf us, but it is
particularly poignant for people who are incarcerated. Participants meet once a month to discuss short
theological readings, bible passages, and engage in spiritual practices that help us think about how
God’s justice prompts us to work for accountability, relationship, and healing for all people. We will
also put this into practice by becoming a pen-pal to at least one person who is incarcerated. The group
will help each of us be accountable to writing, clear and kind communication, and maintaining healthy
boundaries so the pen-pal relationship is safe and loving.
co-leaders are Erin Kelley and Sarah Lynne Gershon
Meets January 31 and then on 4th Mondays 7:00 - 8:30 pm via ZOOM

Email sarahlynne(@jccbloomington.org to sign up

Roman Bible Study Begins January31

Pastors Will and Sarah Lynne will be co-teaching a virtual (Zoom) Bible study on the book of
Romans beginning Monday, January 31. The group will meet from 5:00 — 6:00 pm each Monday
evening through early May. This will be an overview of Romans using the Bible as the primary text.
Email Sarah Lynne (sarahlynne@fccbloomington.org) to sign up.
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Help write our Lenten Devotional: Leaning into Lament

Lent is a time to reflect on our own frailty and place our hope in God’s ability to bring renewed life
in the midst of loss and suffering. This Lent we will be leaning into lament as we process all of the
change, loss, and pain the last couple years have brought. We have said goodbye to our Pastor Helen,
experienced illness, lost family and friends to COVID, needed to limit physical connections for loved
ones, and had to reconsider hopes and dreams for FCC (represented by the Future Story) as XPLOR
was put on hold, in-person gathering limited, and we discovered structural issues with our building.

Soon we will begin a new chapter in our church, as we welcome a new pastor, but we will still be
carefully considering what the “new normal” looks like in light of COVID-19 mutations and the
changed world. We will need to dream and hope again about what God will do in our own lives and
as a church.

The function of a Psalm of Lament is to provide a structure for crisis, hurt, grief, or despair; to
move us from hurt to joy, from alienation to connection, from desperation to hope. We will be
reflecting on these Psalms during Lent, but we would also like to allow the psalms to guide us in our
own context.

Here is what I need from you!

Write 1-4 sentences that represent your grief, anger, penitence, or hope
and send them to Sarah Lynne Gershon at sarahlynne(@fccbloomington.org. These
can be sentences that reflect an individual experience or an experience as a church.
They can be in the form of questions or complaints. They can implore or curse.
They can express hope or despair. Psalms of Lament hold all of these things and lays
them all before God. What God appreciates is not our piety, but our honesty and
vulnerability.

These sentences can be anonymous. Our only guidelines are that they do not express grievances
with your fellow congregants and that they protect other congregant’s privacy.

Here are some examples:

My God, I am at sea. Pastor Helen was an anchor and guide to me in times of distress and now I
don’t know who to turn to! How can I navigate these waters and all the fear and pain that COVID
has brought?!

OR

God I HATE this virus. I HATE all of this arguing. Silence all voices of division. Stay the mouth of

anyone who seeks to sow discord.

If you are not online write your sentences down, place them in an envelope marked “Lenten
Devotional” and either bring them to Sunday worship or mail them to the church office by February
13. I'look forward to incorporating your words, thoughts and feelings into this special Lenten
devotional.

-Sarah Lynne Gershon
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FCC Outreach: Sharing Christ’s Inclusive Love through Serving and Welcoming

Bloomington-Wide Read: The Sum of Us

“A book fo every American” —ELIZABETH GILBERT ™

| g The Bloomington Multi-Faith Alliance has a new working team: Faith
. W for Racial Equity (F4RE). F4FE is promoting a Bloomington wide reading
BE of the book The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and How We Can
 Prosper Together by Heather McGee. This book focuses on the way racial

. anxiety keeps us from working together for the common good. FCC has
~ been asked to host a discussion group that would precede a capstone

| event that will focus on practical ways we can implement wisdom from
¥ this book in Bloomington.

FCC will be hosting a discussion group on Zoom on Tuesday,
March 15 from 7:00 - 8:15 pm on Zoom. This will be co-led by
Voices of Faith member Sue Fettchenhauer and Sarah Lynne Gershon.
The Zoom link will be shared the week before. You can also contact
Sarah Lynne for the link.

Please join other Bloomingtonians in reading this book. Invite your friends to read with you and join
our discussion. There is both an adult and youth edition and a discussion guide. You will see Sum of Us
featured on our resource display case next to the elevator at FCC and are welcome to look at it.
Contact Sarah Lynne if you would like to borrow that book or need help getting your own copy.
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Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday Iist!

(Continued from page 3)
Is it excellent?

In Exodus, God commissions artists and gives them skill: “See, I have called by name Bezalel ... and
have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all craftmanship ...
that they may make all that I have commanded you” (Exodus 31:2-3, 6). God gives skill and asks for
excellence. God gives ability and asks for craft. We move toward excellence because God is most excellent.
We hone our skills, we work, we practice, we discern, we edit, we use the divine gifts. What is excellent in
one place may be different from what is excellent in another place. What is excellent in one time in our lives
may not be the same as in another time, but we always move toward excellence—the very best we can possibly

do.!
In our next issue, we will consider the other four of her questions for words for worship and life.

1 Susan Palo Cherwien, “The Sieve of Seven Questions”, in CrossAccent, Summer 2019 - www. alem.org, p. 40-43.
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Scripture Readings
For Sunday Worship

January 30
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Jeremiah 1:4-10
Ready, Set, Love

. , February 6
FCC Congregational Meeting Luke 5:11

Don’t Be Afraid

Sunday, ]anuary 30 Sarah Lynne Gershon preaching
Following Worship February 13
Luke 6:17-26
Psalm 1
Btessed Happy Are You
Beatitudes (part 1)

Online or via Livestream
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Update from the FCC Search Committee

FCC’s Search Committee is in the middle of our January work, which is reviewing all applicants for the
Senior Pastor position. We will hone those names down to just a few in February and will begin the
deeper investigation and interviews of our prospective Pastor. We are hoping to have a position offered
and Board approved by the end of March. At that time we will bring the candidate’s name to the
congregation for approval. When all is complete, we should have a new Senior Pastor by July 1, 2022.
Below is the search process we have been following (provided by our Regional office) for a new Pastor.

Our Process for Searching for a New Pastor

Our congregational Board

1 will consult with our The Regional Minister will
Regional Minister regarding send profiles of potential
our search. candidates to committee.

lan
2 We need to appoint a The Search Committee will
Search Committee. create a short list of possible
[ candidates

lan

Search for interim Pastor and hire The Search Committee will

interim Pastor interview those candidates.
Feb

Interim Pastor begins working for FCC One candidate will be
recommended to the Board.

Our Search Committee will Our Congregation will vote

meet with our Regional on the recommended

Minister Rich Spleth for candidate.

orientation. )
April

We need to complete a We will join in Worship

Congregational Profile. with the Regional Minister

Position Description and to install the new Pastor.

Information Packet for )
candidates. June/luly
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