
 

 

 

 

Bloomington�s Severe Winter Emergency Shelter 
Update and How to Help 

by Pastor Sarah Lynne Gershon 
 

    You may have noticed that the Bloomington Severe Winter Emergency Shelter (BSWERS) is in 
full swing here at First Christian Church. Upon seeing the forecast with over a week of single digit 
and teen low temperatures predicted, the leadership team went into overdrive gathering supplies, 
planning trainings, and seeking volunteers for our winter emergency shelter.  
    BSWERS started in early 2024 after Mayor Thompson asked if faith communities could do 
anything to help shelter unhoused people during the cold. I suggested that we might be able to do it 
on a less regular basis, only opening when the weather was forecasted to drop to a certain 
temperature. We set our criteria for opening the shelter to forecast temperatures below 25 degrees. 
In all honesty, I had suggested under 20 in part because I did not want (or feel able) to run a shelter 
every night. When the team suggested raising the temp to 25, I checked the average low during 
southern Indiana winter, read it�s been around 27, and agreed. God is having a nice laugh with me 
this January. The extended forecast right now shows lows under 25 through February with most of 
the lows forecast for the teens or single digits! As we get ready for a couple of bitterly cold months, I 
would like to share some ways you can help support this shelter.  
   The first way you can support BSWERS is to make sure you are tithing to FCC and prepared to 
support our capital campaign! Lots of building use means lots of building expenses. I am so grateful 
the trustees were ready and willing to use our building to serve 
the least of these, but putting our building to good use includes 
stewarding our building well by making needed improvements 
and repairs.  
    The second way you can support BSWERS is through 
volunteering. We especially need overnight volunteers, which 
are usually quiet shifts. I also need someone who can learn how 
to lead check-out and maker sure the shelter is cleaned up 
properly afterwards.  
(Shelter article continued on page 2) 
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Emergency Winter Shelter  
(Continued from page 1) 
 

    There are also some things you can do if you 
aren�t able to volunteer in person. The shelter 
doesn�t have a large budget and currently relies on 
donations for some of its supplies. We appreciate 
donations of nonperishable snack foods (that don�t 
require heating up or tableware). Our guests often 
need warm socks and hand warmers as well. We 
have a supply list you can request. Hosting a supply 
drive with a group you participate in would be very 
helpful and greatly appreciated! 
    I would also love help from church members 
with organizing the storage of our shelter supplies.  
There are some areas that may be able to be used 
for shelter storage once we determine that they are 
no longer in use and items in them are no longer 
needed. Let me know if you would like to help 
with that project and please keep your eye out for 
any cleaning and organizing workdays, including 
for our kitchen. While the shelter only uses the 
kitchen to make coffee, having more help from 

IN A NEW YEAR SING A NEW SONG 
 

�O Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.  

Sing to the Lord, bless his name.� -Psalm 96:1 
 

    As we enter Epiphany Season and greet the New Year, the psalmist tells us to �sing to the Lord a 
new song.�  Each time we sing, even if it is a piece we have sung hundreds of times previously, we 
are indeed singing a �new song.� There is a special uniqueness about music for, unlike the plastic arts, 
music is always new, always being created afresh at a particular moment. 
    As singers whether in the congregation or the choir, we, as it were, constantly share in God�s 
creation.  We are singularly privileged and blessed, for our ministry is to create beauty which will 
inspire and energize new rhythms of prayer in the people we serve, and, within the congregation, 
sharing new songs with those around us.1 

    Sanctuary Choir and Bell Choir rehearsals will resume this week. This is a good time to join with us 
as we sing and play �new� and �old� songs together. Bell Choir rehearses Thursdays 5:30-6:15 
(Contact Molly Patrick for information at mbuttars@iu.edu);  Sanctuary Choir rehearses Thursdays 
6:30-7:45 (contact Jan Harrington for information at harringt@iu.edu). 
____ 
1Narrative adopted from Lawrence J. Johnson, A Singer�s Companion to the Church Year, Cycle C, p. 16 and 17, The Pastoral Press, 1994. 

congregants keeping these areas clean and 
organized would be a huge help.  
    Finally, this ministry needs prayer. Every night 
we open, we rely on volunteers who are confident 
and able to help the whole night go well, keeping 
people safe, warm, and comfortable. Every night 
that we are open we are welcoming people who 
arrive in all kinds of emotional and physical 
conditions. I would love to know that there is 
someone praying for the shelter every night we 
open. It would be amazing to know that someone 
is praying every moment we are open! I would be 
so encouraged by a prayer team that commits to 
praying for this ministry: for our guests, 
volunteers, and leadership team. Please let me 
know if you are committing to pray on any given 
night or are interested in organizing a prayer team. 
I would love to share that with volunteers! Thank 
you for any support you can offer this ministry.  
Pastor Sarah Lynne  



Supporting the Ministries of FCC in 2025 
 

The following emailed letter was sent to our FCC congregational member list on December 23, 2024.  
 

Dear Church, 
 

    I am reaching out to talk with you about a matter of great importance in the life of our church. Last 
month, you were invited to make a financial pledge to support the work of FCC in 2025. We made some 
bold plans for the coming year which were expressed in the narrative budget that was shared with you; 
that document is attached to this message. We asked you to help bring those plans to fruition through 
your contributions. 
    Our 2025 pledge totals are in, and we did not meet the goal projected in our 2025 budget. If we are 
not able to increase the amount of giving we anticipate receiving, FCC�s Finance Commission will 
review the plans that have been made for the coming year and make recommendations to the Board 
about what must be cut.  
    Here is a message from Brian Jackson, co-chair of the Finance Commission, with some specific details 
about what we are facing: 
 

The 2025 proposed budget required an 8.5% increase in pledge levels to fund a 3% cost-of-living adjustment for our 

staff, increased costs to care for our aging building, and continued growth of the various ministries outlined in the 

narrative budget document.  Each of the categories outlined in the narrative budget contain some combination of 

worship, fellowship, music, youth, and outreach ministries that are reliant on our pledges for funding.  However, our 

2025 pledge campaign fell $47,404 short of the required funding level.  At the currently projected pledge level, FCC 

would be required to scale back the ministries provided to our congregants and our community.  Before considering 

these actions, the Finance Commission is reaching out to the congregation with the following two requests: 

1. If you did not submit a pledge during the 2025 commitment season, please prayerfully consider submitting a 

pledge expressing your planned giving for the new year. 

2. If you have already submitted a pledge, please prayerfully consider whether it can be increased given our current 

funding shortfall.  If giving can be increased, submit a new pledge card containing the higher pledge amount. 

Feel free to reach out to a member of the Finance Commission (Jim Watson, Brian Jackson, Shari Sprinkle, and Tim 

Sullivan) if you have any questions.  Thanks for your continued support of FCC and the important ministries that it 

provides. 
 

    Pledge cards are available to pick up as you enter or exit worship on Sunday. You may also stop by the 
office and get one during the week (call first as office hours are limited over the holidays). If you need a 
pledge card mailed to you, please call or email the office and make that request. Your new or updated 
pledge card can be dropped in the offering plate on Sunday, left in the office, or mailed to the office 
(mark the envelope Attn: Financial Secretaries).  
    Friends, faithful giving means something different to each of us according to what we are able and 
called to do. May each of us prayerfully discern how our giving reflects the ways in which we live out our 
faith, and may we give accordingly. 
 

Almost-Christmas shalom, 
Pastor Kyrmen  
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In Our Prayers�  
 

Continued prayers are appreciated for the family and friends of FCC longtime member 
Kate Kroll who passed on December 14 at the age of 97.  
    Cards and notes can be sent to Kate�s family through her son, Chris Kroll, at 276 N. 
Eagle Drive, Montgomery, IN, 47558. 
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FCC Welcomes New Member Jean Graves 
 

    Please join in welcoming FCC�s newest member, Jean Graves. Jean joins 
us by a transfer of membership. Here�s a little more about Jean in her own 
words: �Thanks for the warm welcome! I�m a lifelong church member who 
grew up with the stellar choir at Plymouth Church in Shaker Heights, Ohio. I 
couldn�t wait to grow up and get my own chancel choir robe! I�ve been 
fortunate to sing in choirs and choruses in various part of the country, 
including the Cincinnati May Festival. My day job is as the Meier Chair of 
Education at the Eskenazi Museum of Art on the IU campus. I got my PhD in 
curriculum and instruction at IU in 2020.� 

 

FCC Annual Youth Lock-In and Service Project 
 

    FCC�s Youth Group will be gathering for their annual lock-in and service project on Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day. Below is a list of supplies for needed for the project. Donations can be brought 
to FCC before January 17. Contact Ashlyn Reynolds with questions at ashlreyn23@gmail.com. 
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Wednesday Wellness Returns January 8th at FCC! 
Join Us for Qi-Gong 

 

    Who needs New Year�s resolutions when you can attend FCC�s Wednesday Wellness for a time of 
fellowship and  fitness for EVERYONE! This is a program brought by FCC�s Health Ministry and our 
Faith Community Nurse Lynae Mitchell. It gives us an opportunity to try different healthy practices 
that most people can participate in. We have already experienced Yoga (modified so that most people   
can participate)!  
    In January we will experience Qi-Gong (pronounced Chi-Gong). This ancient Chinese practice 
uses movement, breath, and meditation to improve health and well-being. We will begin on 
January 8 at 6:00 pm. Jill Schimmelpfennig will be teaching  
the class. She owns Evolve Health in Bloomington and has  
been practicing qigong for 15 years and teaching it for 8.  
It is her favorite healing modality and credits it with resolving  
her chronic pain issues. 
Join us! Contact Lynae Mitchell with questions.  
A recommended donation of $10 is appreciated,  
but not required. Hope to see you in class! 
 

 
FCC - Second Saturday Game Night 

 

Do you Love to laugh? Like hanging out with other people? Enjoy snacks? If you 
answered �Yes!� to any of these questions, then FCC�s Second Saturday Game 
Night is for you! Join us each month on the second Saturday (Jan. 11th and Feb. 
8th) from 7-9 pm. for card games (Euchre, Uno, or Rummy anyone?), board 
games (Sorry, but we don�t have a Monopoly on these Trivial Pursuits�) and 
most importantly FELLOWSHIP! Here�s what you really need to know.  
Bring with you: Games you like to play, snacks you like to eat/drink, or just 

people who want to play! We�ll provide: A warm and friendly atmosphere, tables and space, and 
lemonade (because, yeah, sweet citrusy goodness!) Questions? Need a ride? Want to help? Contact 
Amy Lynn (812/361-8526) or the church office (812/332-4459). Mark your calendar NOW! See 
you soon for some FCC Fun times! 

What�s Missing? 
 

Pastor Kyrmen�s �Minister�s Missive� is on vacation this week (along with Pastor Kyrmen). 
But no worries! Her column will be found on page 2 in February�s issue of The Christian 
Visitor. Thank you! 



Regional and General Church News 
 

Winter Youth Retreat 
 

Registration is now open for our Winter Youth Retreat at Bedford Camp 
& Conference Center February 14-16, 2025. This is open to all youth in 
grades 6-12. If you are interested in attending Winter Youth Retreat, 
please contact Ashlyn Reynolds at ashlreyn23@gmail.com. 
 
 

 
        
 
 
   
 
    
 
 
 
 
    Registration for the 2025 General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) is now open! We will gather in-person July 12 - 15 in Memphis, TN. This year�s 
General Assembly theme: �BEYOND� is based on Ephesians 3:20-21. 
 

Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his power 

at work within us; glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus for all generations, 

forever and always. Amen. (CEB) 
 

    BEYOND, is an invitation for Disciples to journey BEYOND into the vast expanse 
of God�s limitless love together with partners and friends from across the United States 
and Canada. BEYOND reminds us that God can do far BEYOND what we can ask or 
imagine. As people of faith, we can go BEYOND our comfort zones and BEYOND 
our limitations to be the church that God is calling us to be in this season.  
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday list! 

 
 

02/01 Stephen Chambers 4172 W. Middle Ct. Bloomington IN 47403 

02/03 Allison Walsh 1478 E. Commander Court Bloomington IN 47401 

02/07 Maria Izzo-Walker 1521 E. Clairmont Place Bloomington IN 47401 

02/07 Ben Jackson 3693 S. Sowder Square Bloomington IN 47401 

02/09 Gavin Hill 8956 W. Rice Rd. Bloomington IN 47403 

02/13 Marie Webb 532 Green Road Bloomington IN 47403 

02/17 Patricia Babcock 3742 S. Tyler Lane Bloomington IN 47403 

02/20 Lindy Sinn Trulock 2557 S. Smith Rd. Bloomington IN 47401 

02/21 Frieda Hoffman 1909 Wilton Court Bloomington IN 47401 

02/24 Diane Thrasher 2627 E. Windermere Woods Dr. Bloomington IN 47401 

02/25 Sue Cull 3144 Eden Dr. Bloomington IN 47401 

02/25 Jackson Moore 2526 E. Summer Creek Dr. Bloomington IN 47401 

02/28 Marilyn LoCascio 1100 E. Carnaby St. Bloomington IN 47401 

02/28 Michelle Walsh 3006 S. Olcott Blvd. Bloomington IN 47401 
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Scripture Readings 
For Sunday Worship 

 

January 12 
Baptism of the Lord 

Isaiah 43:1-7 
Luke 3:15-17. 21-22 

 

January 19 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

Psalm 36:5-10 
John 2:1-11 

 

January 26 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Psalm 19 
Luke 4:14-21 

 

Join us for  
Wednesday Wellness at FCC 
January: Let�s try Qi-Gong 
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