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Join us for Lent at FCC - Springtime of the Spirit

On Wednesday, February 22, we enter the season of Lent. We hope you can join us at 7:00 pm on Ash
Wednesday for a contemplative service that will include with the imposition of ashes. Lent is an opportunity
for reflection, when you may wish to examine your relationship with God and take a break (or fast) from
things may be interfering with your spiritual growth. During this service, you will have the opportunity to
“lay down” something that may be getting in the way while also “picking up” a new spiritual practice or
other opportunity to focus on during Lent. As you leave this service, you can pick up a bag of Lenten
Devotional Materials for the season.

During the six Sundays of Lent, our theme will be Springtime of the Spirit. We will explore the gospel
texts of Jesus” temptation in the wilderness, his conversation with Nicodemus, his encounter with the
woman at the well, the raising of Lazarus, and Christ’s entry into Jerusalem. Through these stories, we will
draw out spiritual practices offered in the texts which we might employ to enrich our own spiritual lives.
Come and worship, and experience your own Springtime of the Spirit!

You can find more details on Lenten devotional materials, classes and activities on pages 5 and 6 of this

newsletter.
Sacred Places - New Partners/New Dollars

Sacred Places, a division of Indiana Landmarks, explore how our church might form new
has accepted FCC along with nine other Indiana partnerships with organizations and businesses in
Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ our community so that our building space can be
congregations into a very exciting cohort put to good use in ways that help our church be
education program! Through the New Partners/ financially sustainable. When the educational
New Dollars program, our congregation will component of the program has been completed,
receive a $10,000 grant which we may use for FCC will be eligible to apply for a $50,000 grant to
professional fundraising consultation as we make be used toward repairs and remodeling.
plans for our building to receive needed repairs This is a wonderful opportunity for our church
and remodeling. A team from FCC COIlSiSting of to take advantage of rich resources in a
Pastor Kyrmen, Betsy Watson, Terry Daugherty, supportive context as we step into FCC’s future!
Shari Sprinkle, and Charlie Sinn will attend four Our cohort educational experience begins on
day-long training sessions over the next six to February 25. If you would like to know more

eight months. In those sessions, the team will about the New Partners/New Dollars program,

learn about clarifying our church’s mission as it

Pastor Kyrmen would be happy to talk with you!
relates to the use of our building. They will

Volume 65, number 2 February 8, 2023




Page 2 The Christian Visitor

The Minister’s Missive
Telling Our Stories, Sharing Our Faith

Being a parent of four kids between the ages of 18 and 25 can be hard. The parent-child relationship is
constantly evolving during these years. My kids are in the stage of life when they are figuring out who they
are and who they want to become. Some days they seem to have their feet on solid ground, and some days
they’re not sure what solid ground is. Keeping my mouth shut and letting them learn from their mistakes is
an on-going challenge, especially when the consequences are painful. I am so grateful that I can pray for my
kids, especially when I know there is no other way for me to help them. I fix a visual image in my mind of
God holding my son or daughter in the palm of God’s big, loving hand, and I ask God to guide them in the
way they should go. It brings me great comfort and helps me deal with the challenges of this season.

Ijust told you a faith story.

I shared that story as a way of telling you one way I see God showing up in my life. In doing so, I have just
engaged in evangelism. Pastor and writer David Lose defines evangelism as, “nothing more and nothing less
than sharing the good news of just how much God loves us and the world.” If we want to be the salt of the
carth and the light of the world God has called us to be, we need to not only Jive our faith; we also need to
talk about it.

This is hard for many of us. We may have experienced evangelism as something pushy, coercive, or
threatening when we have heard others talk about faith. But evangelism done right is never pushy, coercive,
or threatening. We may also be reluctant to talk about our faith because we haven’t had much practice; we
simply feel we are not good at it. Fortunately, there is a remedy for that: practice makes perfect. Church, I
am inviting you to accept two challenges as we lean into learning to speak of our faith.

First, start sharing snippets of your faith story with the people who make you feel safest. Have a
conversation around the dinner table about something simple like why you choose to worship at FCC on
Sundays or a memory of something a parent or grandparent taught you about faith. As you practice sharing
with those who are closest to you, you will gain the skills and confidence to share some faith stories with
those who are less close to you.

Second, I am asking every FCC group that meets — commissions, Sunday school classes, book clubs,
committees, etc. — to open every meeting by inviting group members to take a few minutes for a faith
conversation. Ask the questions, “Where have you seen God showing up in your life? Where do you see God
on the move in the world?” Talk as a group or pair people off, or make a couple of small groups — whatever
works best. This doesn’t need to take a long time, but the rewards will be
tremendous as we get better connected to one another, become more centered
on our identity as God’s gathered people, and gain the skill and confidence to talk
about our faith.

We all have faith stories to tell, friends. May you share yours, blessing the
hearer as well as the teller as we celebrate how God shows up in our lives!

Shalom,

Pastor Kyrmen
317-408-9782

pastorkyrmen(@gmail.com
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In Our Prayers...

We express our sympathy and offer prayer for Chris Martoglio and family on the death of his father,
Charles Martoglio, on Jan 10. Cards or notes of sympathy and care can be sent to the Chris, his wife
Erin, and their children Aurelia and Jasmine at 4624 S. Whooping Crane Ln., Bloomington, 47403.
We offer prayers for the family of Mary Polk, a long-time member of our congregation, who passed away
on January 22. Mary had a large family of nieces, nephews and grandchildren spread across Indiana and
Illinois.
Please offer prayers for Flossie Fox, who is recovering at home from COVID. Cards and well wishes can be
sent to Flossie at 709 Keystone Ct., Bloomington, 47408.
Your prayers are also appreciated as Connie Daugherty prepares for knee surgery on February 24. Cards
and notes of encouragement can be sent to Connie at 4412 Hillview Drive, Bloomington, 47408.

Elder Visitation and Communion
Do you know someone who is no longer able to be physically present at church and who would enjoy
receiving a monthly visit with communion from an Elder? Or perhaps you yourself would benefit from such

visits? If so, please get in touch with Pastor Kyrmen (pastorkyrmen(@gmail.com / 317-408-9782) or Elder
Chair, John Walsh (jawalsh@indiana.edu / 812-360-0951). Our Elders are eager to serve!

Fellowship Opportunities at FCC

There are two opportunities to connect with others over food and coffee each Sunday.

Welcome Table Breakfast: Where all are invited to share a continental breakfast 8:00-9:30am
After hearing input and suggestions from some congregants your Outreach Commission has named the
Sunday morning breakfast! Welcome Table Breakfast provides a weekly opportunity for our congregants to
connect with members of the wider Bloomington community who are facing housing and food insecurity, share
stories over a light breakfast and get to know one another more deeply. This breakfast is not only a place to
serve, but a place to welcome, learn by gaining a new perspective, and grow in affection for one another. Many
of our guests have been attending worship and expressed interest in getting involved in our church, so this is also
a chance to meet new congregants! Come join us in the Great Hall on Sundays from 8-9:30am.
PS: Contact Sandy Bate at sbatel @icloud.com to help with set up and clean up of the Welcome Table Breakfast

Coffee Fellowship Hour (after worship)

This fellowship time is a long-standing tradition, but our strategies for providing the Coffee Fellowship treats
need to be refreshed. The fellowship committee has decided to try inviting congregants to bring food on
different weeks based on last name. That means that all of you are encouraged to contribute. If this time
together is something you value and you are able to provide food, then please bring something during your week
(based on the first letter of your last name). We love store bought pastries and snacks, so you don’t need to be
Betty Crocker to contribute! And, of course, treats are welcome anytime you feel inspired.

Here’s the schedule:
First Sunday: S thru Z Second Sunday: K thru R
Third Sunday: F thru ] Fourth Sunday: A thru E
Fifth Sunday: The church provides donuts
The church will remind you of this schedule in weekly emails and bulletins. After a few months the Fellowship
Committee will reflect on this new system and might try something else. So stay tuned!
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The Bloomington String Quintet presents

an evening of Russian Romantic Double Cello Quintets
on Wednesday March 1st, 7:00 pm at First Christian Church.

Anton Chekohov once wrote, “Don’t tell me the moon is shining; show me the glint of light on
broken glass.” The opening of Aleksander Borodin’s String Quintet is reminiscent of this idea: a bright,
hopeful melody fragmented over the dark timbre of the two cellos. This work plays on Borodin’s
native folk melodies, blending light and fatalism into an unforgettable masterpiece. On sithe second
half of the program, Alexander Glazunov’s deeply romantic String Quintet will transport us to a world

of fantasy, passion and Russian and Western influences.

The concert will be performed by Liana Branscome, violin; Achille Vocat, violin; Erin Napier, viola;
Manuel Papale, cello and Erica Ogihara, cello. Formidable soloists and chamber musicians in their own

right, this group of five musicians will be making their debut together as a string quintet.

The recital is not ticketed, but a freewill contribution at the door will help support the project.
Members of the ensemble will provide music in the worship service on Sunday morning February

29, the first Sunday of Lent. Join us for both opportunities to hear this group!
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'ASH WEDNESDAY

Ash Wednesday and Lenten Devotional materials

The Lenten season begins on Ash Wednesday February 22. This year we will come together in the
sanctuary at 7 to worship, confess, receive ashes and take communion together. This will be a deeply
meaningful service that prepares us for spiritual renewal.

During our Ash Wednesday service you will be invited to consider how you will observe Lent this
season. What is something you want to “lay down” during Lent? Lent is a fasting season and it is an
opportunity to examine how things are affecting us positively or negatively. Maybe you are feeling called
to abstain from social media or stop watching a favorite TV show? Maybe you need to re-examine your
relationship with the news or some of your favorite food and drinks? Maybe there is another activity you
could take a break from? None of these things are inherently bad, but our relationship to the people and
things in our lives can be unhealthy. Lent is a time to step back, take a break from something, and see
what God reveals to you about how it is functioning in your life. During worship on Ash Wednesday you
will be invited to privately note what you are “laying down” during Lent.

Alternatively, Lent is also a time to increase practices of prayer and charity. What is something you
want to “pick up” this season? Perhaps you will increase your financial giving for a particular charity or
always pick up something at the grocery store for MCUM. Maybe you will make time for a prayerful
morning walk or read the bible with your coffee. Or you could simply commit to engaging our Lenten
devotional materials. During worship you will be invited to “pick up” some stones that will remind you
what you have picked up for Lent. These stones will find a place in your Lenten Devotional materials.

The Lenten devotional materials will be available at the Ash Wednesday service (and the following
Sunday). Pastor Sarah Lynne has written a daily devotional for Lent based on the Revised Common
Lectionary’s daily scripture readings. The devotional offers a daily reflection, prayer, and ideas for how
you can engage in the spiritual practice Pastor Kyrmen is highlighting each week in her sermon. You will
also receive materials for creating a candle cross you may use at home as a part of your devotional time.

Until then, consider now how you will allow this season of Lent to bring spiritual renewal in your life.
If you haven’t observed Lent in your daily life before, this is the perfect year to start a Lenten practice!

——
FIRST C

CHRISTIAN CHURCH BLOOMINGTION,
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Lent with FCC - A Springtime of the Spirit
Lent is fast approaching and it is a time to focus more intensely on our spiritual well-being.
Here are some of the opportunities at FCC for observing Lent.

Lenten Study: Entering the Passion of Jesus (Change of Plans)

There has been little interest in the Lenten study, so we are announcing a change of
plan. The Lenten study will be held in person at Pastor Kyrmen’s home
(1212 W Acacia Court). We will meet on Tuesday evenings from 6:00 to 7:30

pane | for six weeks beginning Tuesday, February 28. This will be a wonderful
of JESUS opportunity to learn and to enjoy a time of fellowship with others from the FCC

community!
We'll take a deep-dive into the biblical texts surrounding the Passion story as Jewish

scholar and New Testament professor Amy-Jill Levine guides us in discovering the
risks Jesus knowingly faced while also showing us how these texts raise ethical and spiritual questions
for his followers. All participants will need to purchase the book Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s
Guide by Amy-Jill Levine. Please let Pastor Kyrmen know if you need help purchasing a book. Our
study will include viewing a brief video at each meeting as we hear directly from Dr. Levine, who is a
powerful teacher and speaker. Register for the class by contacting Pastor Kyrmen or the church office

by Tuesday, February 21.

Faith Friends and Film will begin a Lenten video series from Work of the People (check out their
website online!). The series, “Forty Days: A Journey Through the Desert of Lent,” uses poetry to help
participants journey through the quiet, openness and emptiness of Lent in order to encounter God’s
sustaining presence and love.
Lenten Prayer Ministry on Sundays at Welcome Table Breakfast

Pastor Sarah Lynne will be setting aside a table at FCC’s Welcome Table Breakfast where anyone can
come, share about their lives and pray together for one another. If you would like to pray with Sarah
Lynne and others at our breakfast please send her an email asap (sarahlynne(@fccbloomington.org)
and let her know what dates during Lent you can be there. We will gather for prayer from 8:30-
9:15am each Sunday during Lent.

Lenten Pretzel Making
Come gather after church to make pretzels on the first Sunday of Lent! Making Lenten
pretzels is not only a tradition at FCC Bloomington, it is a practice that could go as far

back as the 4th century. We don’t know exactly what the origins of the tradition are.
Some people say the folded dough is intended to remind people to pray, others trace their roots to
monasteries where students may have been given them as rewards for reciting their prayers correctly,
but they probably became popular in Lent because Christian’s followed strict rules about what they
could eat and the first pretzels were made with just flour, salt, and water. Whatever the origins, this
is a fun, intergenerational, family-friendly event. Please let Sarah Lynne know if you would like to
join us, so we make sure we have plenty of dough and (not at all Lenten-friendly, but delicious)
cheese-dip! Feb 26th, 11:30 pm in the Great Hall
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The Road to Ordination
By Sarah Lynne Gershon

In this column I will share about my journey as we move toward my ordination date on May 21. I will be ordained

in our beautiful sanctuary on that Sunday afternoon and you all are invited!

Welcome back to my “Road to Ordination!” Last month I promised to share more about my
discernment around ordination in the Christian Church(DOC) and the Disciples of Christ ordination
process.

You might be surprised to learn that when I became FCC’s Director of Faith Formation I still wasn’t
sure if the Disciples of Christ was where I felt called to seek ordination. I spent time talking with Pastor
Helen and Rev. Carolyn Reed before beginning the ordination process. I also spent time talking with
one of my community members, Ross Martinie-Eiler, who grew up in the Disciples of Christ! I had lots
of questions about the Christian Church(DOC). What is its polity? How did this denomination come
about? What are our shared values and commitments? If you ever wonder about those things too, it’s
worth talking about!

[ already mentioned that I value the DOC’s ecumenicism and as an Anabaptist-leaning Christian the
practice of believer’s baptism was a good fit. I also found that I appreciate our roots in a movement that
wants to be as true to the early Christian movement as possible, while also now recognizing that there
are important differences between the early disciples' context and our own. I love that within the
Christian Church movement there has always been lively concern about war, political power, and
injustice, while also seeking as much Christian unity as possible. I love that we value scripture and want
to know what the Bible says! I'm glad that we are congregational led and seek to empower all Christians
as lay ministers. Most of all though, I appreciated Rev. Carolyn Reed’s insight that we are centered
around the communion table. I believe there is a lot of practical theologizing that can happen around the
table and I would love to see our churches explore that charism even more deeply!

As I noted these resonances, I began to feel a deeper sense of God’s timing in my introduction to the
Disciples of Christ and, in particular, to First Christian Church Bloomington. After much prayer, I
decided to enter into the Nurture and Certification process with the Indiana Region. This is a three year
process where you meet with a Nurture and Certification team a couple of times a year. The team asks
you to respond to theological, pastoral, and ecclesiological (that’s a fancy word that just means “what is
the church and why?’) questions as you discern your call to ministry. I was blessed to have a nice mix of
gentle wisdom-givers and incisive question-askers. Stay tuned for March’s Christian Visitor to hear
more about that experience!

Thank you to all who contribute to our fellowship time following worship on
Sundays. Especially thanks to Carole Ambler, Holly Biddle, Judith Olmstead, Julie
Donham, and Jane Zebendon. Your help in providing welcome (and yummy
treats!) is greatly appreciated.

Kate Kroll and Crystal Hammon
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Join us for Family Game Night at FCC on February 18 at 6:30pm
A beloved FCC tradition is making a big comeback! Join us on February
g&_ﬁ 18 at 6:30pm for FCC Game Night. This truly intergenerational event will
include tables for Euchre as well as board games and other games for
I u I Lﬁ I all ages. Bring your favorite game to share with others, and bring your
o favorite finger food snacks to share as well! Mark your calendar and plan to
join us for this FUN night of FELLOWSHIP with games and fun snacks!

REGISTRATION IS
NOW OPEN!

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2023
ie Louigville,
JULY 29 - AUGUST 1, 202

Join your FCC family for The 2023 General Assembly “The Kingdom of God Within Us,
Among Us” will be held in Louisville, Kentucky, July 29-August 1.

The early bird pricing is only good through the month of February. On March 1, registration will
go up ($55 more for adults)! Yikes! It’s only a couple of hours away, so it’s a great year to attend!

And FCC will reimburse your registration fees. Register online at: https: // ga.disciples.org.

Week of Compassion Special
Offering 2023
RISE UP ANEW

R I E U P A ‘ ' Yet it is because | remember all this
that | have hope.

¢ SPECIAL OFFERING 2 i
ST ey 10562 ozaﬁ YHWH’s fax:or is not e)'(hausFed,
nor has God's compassion failed.
They rise up anew each morning,
so great is God’s faithfulness.

Lamentations 3:12-23
(The Inclusive Bible)
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03702 cf’)'r ’staﬁord 1628 S. Bellemeade Dr, Bloomingtd.. IN 47401
03/03 Jim Ray 2001 E. Hillside Dr., Stier Park #4  Bloomington IN 47401
03/06 Bill Knapp 3687 E. Tamarron Drive Bloomington IN 47408
03/07 Bob Orr 1105 E. Regency Dr. Bloomington IN 47401
03/10 Mark  Knowles 1732 W. 7th St. Apt. 1 Red Wing MN 55066
03/13 Glenn Read, Jr. 120 N. Lexington Dr. Bloomington IN 47408
03/13 Tom  Trippel 1497 E. Commander Ct. Bloomington IN 47401
03/15 Janet Rowland 800 N Bell Trace Circle Apt. #222  Bloomington IN 47408
03/20 Amy  Stafford 1309 N. Edison Place Unit B Kennewick ~ WA 99336
03/21 Casey Buckley 3821S. Westmont Ave. Bloomington IN 47403
03/21  Charles Watkins 1144 E. Benson Court Bloomington IN 47401
03/22 Carol Isaacs 2959 Ramble Road West Bloomington IN 47408
03/26 Doug Cull 3144 Eden Dr. Bloomington IN 47401
03/27 Nancy Heimer  c¢/o Lucy Heimer, 6322 Inner Dr. Madison WI 53705
03/28 Charlie Sinn 2559 S. Smith Road Bloomington IN 47401
03/28 Brian Jackson 3693 S. Sowder Square Bloomington IN 47401
03/30 Ashante Thomas 800 N Smith Rd., Apt. 1Y Bloomington IN 47408

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday Iist!

Used Office Furniture Available to Good Home!

File/Credenza Cabinet - 2 drawers
42” W, 18"D, 29”"H

Call FCC Office if you are interested in any of these items!

File Cabinet - 2 drawer

15”W, 29”H, 25”D
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Scripture Readings
For Sunday Worship

February 12
An Aha Moment: Live in Right Relationship

Psalm 119:1-8
Matthew 5:21-37

February 19
An Aha Moment: Jesus is Transfigured

Matthew 17:1-9

February 26
Springtime of the Spirit: Solitude
Psalm 32
Matthew 4:1-11
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