
 

 

 

 

Join Us for Holy Week at FCC 
 

    We hope you are finding our series �The Walk� meaningful as we continue our Lenten journey 
together. Holy Week begins Sunday, March 24th, with Palm Sunday. You will find details on 

worship services below and in Pastor Kyrmen�s Missive on page 2 of this newsletter. We hope you 

will plan to join us for these very meaningful worship opportunities during Holy Week and on Easter 
Sunday as we celebrate Christ�s resurrection.  
 
Palm Sunday, March 24 

Jesus enters Jerusalem 
Worship at 10:00 am 
 
Maundy Thursday, March 28 

The Lord�s Supper 
Worship at 7:00 pm  
 
Good Friday, March 29 

Christ�s Sacrifice of Love  
Worship at 7:00 pm 
 
Easter Sunday, March 31 

Christ is Risen! 
Worship at 10:00 am 
 
Bring your basket for FCC�s Annual Easter Egg 
Hunt following worship on Easter Sunday.  
Bring candy donations To FCC by March 24th.  
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Please bring candy donations to FCC by Sunday, March 24. 
Make sure candy is NUT-FREE for those who are allergic!  



 

 

Dear Church, 
 

    The Season of Lent is half over and spring is on the way! Soon Holy Week will be here, and I 
want to issue you a special invitation. I�m inviting you not just to participate in Holy Week services, 
not just to show up and be present. This year, I want to invite you to enter Holy Week. 
    Beginning with Palm Sunday and culminating with Easter, Holy Week tells the story of who we 
are as Christians. The events of that week reveal to us who Jesus is, what mattered to him, why he 
came, and what it is that he expects of us. The events of Holy Week show us how we are called to 
embody God�s love in this world as they reveal to us the abundance God desires to share with us 
through this way of living. 
    Our Holy Week services will walk us through the pivotal events of Christ�s life, which are also 
the pivotal events of our Christian lives, beginning with Palm Sunday. On that day, Jesus entered 
the city of Jerusalem, greeted by a welcoming, shouting crowd. Who did they think he was? Why 
did they think he was there? What was on Jesus� mind as he entered the city where he would die? 
Join us for worship on Sunday, March 24 at 10:00 a.m. to find out. 
    On Thursday, Jesus shared a meal with his friends and disciples. He washed their feet and shared 
the Bread and Cup. Through a service that will include a Reader�s Theater and The Lord�s Supper, 
we will remember what Jesus said and did that night and how his disciples responded. What might 
they have been thinking about who Jesus was and what he was doing? Come and explore these 
questions on Thursday, March 27 at 7:00 p.m. 
    On Friday, Jesus was brought before Pilate. He was beaten and mocked, then hung on a cross 
where he died. Come and experience the story of Christ�s sacrifice of love through candlelight and 
the reading of scripture on Friday, March 28 at 7:00 p.m. 
    On Sunday, some women discovered an empty tomb where Jesus� body had been laid. They fled 
from the tomb, seized by terror and amazement. What did that empty 
tomb mean to them? And what does it mean to us? Come and 
celebrate Christ�s resurrection on Sunday, March 31 at 10:00 a.m. 
    Friends, may we enter into Holy Week, inviting the story of our 
Savior and his sacrifice to enliven our faith and animate our 
commitment to live as Christ-followers. 
 

Lenten shalom, 
 

Pastor Kyrmen 

 

The Minister�s Missive 
An Invitation to Enter Holy Week 
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  THE WORDS WE SING MATTER 
 

  Wisdom from the Poetry of  the Hymn Writers of  the Church 
 

  As the walk on this year�s Lenten journey approaches its end, I was drawn to this         
 meditation from Wayne L. Wold�s Tune My Heart To Sing on the importance of the words we  
 sing to our journey of faith especially as we approach Holy Week.   It is printed here in its  
 entirety in the hope that our worship in these holy days will be inspired and  strengthened. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Let us pray for enlightenment as we enter Holy Week:  
 

Most holy God, your love for us is without measure; it is always present. Help our singing to be from the heart;  
may it truly support the prayer of those who have gathered to praise you. Amen. 

 

This excerpt is from Wayne Wold, Tune My Heart To Sing, Augsburg Fortress, Minneapolis, p. 96,  © 1997. 
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MEET FCC�S SEEKERS 
 

This school year, Pastor Kyrmen has been meeting with six middle school students, FCC�s Seekers, as they 
contemplate baptism and church membership. In addition to class meetings, each Seeker meets regularly 
with an adult mentor who serves as a special friend and spiritual conversation partner at FCC. This month, 
we will introduce you to three of our Seekers; bios for the remaining three students will be featured in 
next month�s Visitor. 

 

ETHAN FLETCHER   My name is Ethan and I am 13 years old.   
I live in Ellettsville, Indiana and I go to Edgewood Junior High 
School. Some of my hobbies are Disc golf, band, and 3D artistry. 
Ethan�s mentor is Kip Myers.  

 
TATE KNEPPER   Hi, my name is Tate, and I 
am 13 years old. I am in eighth grade, and  I go to 
Jackson Creek Middle School. I have been a part 
of the basketball, football, track and cross country 
teams there, as well as FCA (Fellowship of  

Christian Athletes). I play soccer for Bloomington Football Club and attend 
Campus Life. I live at home with my mom, dad, brother, sister, and our dog, 
Roxy. My hobbies are basketball, soccer, gaming on my Xbox, building things 
around the house, and hanging out with my friends. One thing I appreciate 
about our church is the building. Tate�s mentor is Mike Donham.  

 
BEN JACKSON   I am a 13 year old boy with a hobby of science and am a 
member of Science Olympiad.  I compete in the events of Ecology, Dynamic 
Planet and Fossils.   I also like to draw graphic novels and play Minecraft.  I 
go to Jackson Creek Middle School and am in seventh grade. I am a part of 
the Jackson family which includes my mom, my dad, my older sister Maya 
and my older brother David. I like that the church has a lot of events, 
especially the lock in. Ben�s mentor is Joe Lee.  

      The Family of Frieda Hoffman      
      would like to thank everyone for    
      their thoughtfulness and many cards 
sent wishing Mom a Happy 100th Birthday! 
She enjoyed each card. 
    Blessings,  
     Linda, Deb, Sam and their families 
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ANOTHER CELEBRATION 
 

    FCC has received a tremendous honor and blessing in the form of a $250,000 grant from the Eli Lilly 
Endowment. These funds are being awarded by Sacred Places Indiana, a division of Indiana Landmarks, 
which has selected seven historic places of worship to receive gifts totaling over $2 million. Our grant is 
being given to aid with the expensive HVAC work we anticipate undertaking. The gift will need to be 
matched with funds raised by FCC. Our Capital Projects team is actively gathering data so that this and 
other future projects will be prioritized and planned using the most up-to-date information available.  
Being selected for this grant is a very big honor � you are likely to see FCC mentioned in the press as a grant 
recipient. We have already been featured in The Indianapolis Recorder, WFYI News, and Indiana Preservation. 

Please offer your gratitude to FCC�s Sacred Places Team � Chris Martoglio, Shari Sprinkle, Terry 
Daugherty, Betsy Watson, Jim Watson, Charlie Sinn, Tim Sullivan, and Pastor Kyrmen � for the work and 
dedication that made this gift possible.  
 

OUR SACRED PLACE 
 

    Have you noticed some improvements in the sanctuary lately? Following a roof repair to address a 
previously ongoing moisture issue, the marred plaster on the eastside of the sanctuary has been fixed. You 
likely have also noticed that the jacks under the choir loft have been removed as they are no longer needed 
now that the new steel beam has been installed in the basement.  
    In early April, work will begin on the main floor bathroom remodeling 
project. Our current men�s and ladies� rooms will be replaced with three 
new ADA compliant, single, all-gender restrooms. The work is expected to 
be complete by the end of June. During construction, we will need to use 
the restrooms in the basement and on the second floor off the Great Hall. 
This is an exciting improvement in our grand old building! 

   Experience the Lenten and Easter Portion of Handel�s Messiah: 
 A Sing Along with Orchestra of Parts 2 and 3 

 Palm Sunday afternoon. 
 

   Bloomington Chamber Singers is excited to continue its Messiah sing-along  
  tradition. This FREE event draws hundreds of area singers (and listeners) who come  
  together to sing Parts Two and Three of Handel�s beloved oratorio, Messiah. The singers 
and orchestra will be led by BCS Artistic Director Dr. Gerald Sousa. The singalong will be Sunday, March 
24 3:00 pm-4:00 pm at St. Mark�s United Methodist, 100 E. Indiana 46, Bloomington. 
Messiah is well loved not just as sacred music, but for its challenging choruses and beautiful solos. Attendees 
are welcome to sing along regardless of skill level, or simply listen to the choruses, and enjoy recitatives 
and arias performed by members of the Bloomington Chamber Singers. A livestream of the event will be 
available. The link will be added to the Bloomington Chamber Singers web page when it becomes available. 
(https://www.chambersingers.info/concerts-all/messiah-sing-part-2)  
Admission is free. BCS invites attendees to bring a nonperishable food item for donation to a local food 
pantry. A limited number of scores will be available to borrow, but attendees are encouraged to bring their 
own. Or just come and listen! 
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Outreach Update:  
Bloomington�s new Multi-faith Severe Weather Emergency Shelter 

 

    The new emergency shelter opened for the first time on Friday February 23. It was not a very cold night, 
but we wanted to open once to get any kinks cleared up before we need to open for severe weather. This 
also gave the lead team an opportunity to step back after opening and consider any changes they want to 
make. In consultation with the city of Bloomington and social services, the leadership team recognized a 
need to provide a safe space for our unhoused community members during any severe weather. The shelter 
will be functioning year-round in all seasons and the shelter will open when there is a forecast of severe 
weather overnight. The decision will be made between 5 and 1 days  
in advance. Severe weather includes: severe thunderstorms, 25 or under overnight low, 3 inches of snow, 
and overnight rain when the temperature is under 40 degrees. This means that the shelter is not open based 
on the time of year (like the Interfaith Winter Shelter was). It could open any time based on a forecast of 
severe overnight weather.  
    Since the beds for women at Friends Place are often full, this helps ensure that everyone has a place  
to go when there is dangerously severe weather, which is the primary reason the shelter was formed. 
However, upon further assessing community needs, the team has also decided to open our shelter to men as 
well as women. We previously said we only accepted medically-fragile men, but we are now accepting men 
regardless of health status. We recognize that most individuals experiencing homeless-ness in Bloomington 
are men, it was difficult to develop and enforce a criteria around �medical fragility,� and we believe it is in 
our capacity to include this population in our services as it is very unlikely that 20 unhoused women would 
fill the shelter�s beds when we need to open. The shelter will start the night with half of our beds reserved 
for women and we continue in our dedication to providing a secure, comfortable environment for this 
population.  
 

GETTING TO KNOW EACH OTHER 
 Editor�s Note: This column introduces the people who volunteer regularly in the 

ministries of First Christian Church. The volunteers are asked a question or two to  

offer a bit of insight into who they are and what they think is important in life. 
 

Meet Brad Brinkman 

A regular volunteer at the FCC Welcome Table Breakfast. 
 

Q: What advice would you give your 16-year-old self? 

Brad: �Be kind. Think about other people. Be focused on what you want to 
do because life goes by really fast. Be yourself. Think for yourself. Don�t 
feel like you must follow the crowd anywhere or any time.�   
 

Q: If you won a $10 billion lottery today, what would you do with it? 

Brad: �Since I�ve been riding all my life, I�d buy a new Harley, for sure. Then after taking care of my 
family, I�d give the rest away. I�m doing fine and I don�t need that kind of money. So, I�d look at places 
that help � places like shelters and food banks and hospitals for vets and kids. These places change lives. 
Helping groups like that would be a pretty good place for lottery dollars, I think.� 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday list! 

FCC Directory Updates 
 

    We will begin the process of updating the FCC Directory this weekend! You will find current 
directories in binders on the Reception Desk. Please look for your listing in one of the binders. If 
everything is accurate, simply write OK next to your name. If things have changed, include those 
changes next to your listing. For those who would rather send edits via email, we will also be sending 
a pdf copy of the current directory out via email next week. When you receive that email you can 
open the directory to check the accuracy of your listing. Then, reply to the email with either an �OK� 
and your name or reply with the edits to your listing. Once the directory is updated we will email an 
updated pdf out, hardcopies will also be available on the reception desk or by request.  

 
SAVE THE DATE 

 

On Sunday, April 14, FCC will welcome guest preacher Rev. Laura Beth Buchleiter to our pulpit. 
Following the worship service, Rev. Buchleiter will lead a discussion on overcoming obstacles to 
LGBTQ welcome. All are invited and encouraged to participate! 
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Scripture Readings 
For Sunday Worship 

 

March 10 
Psalm 112 

Mark 12:41-44 
 

March 17 
Psalm 100 

Mark 1:16-20 

 

 

Candy Needed for  

FCC�s Annual Easter Egg Hunt! 
 

Please bring candy donations to FCC 

by Sunday, March 24. Remember to 

purchase candy WITHOUT nuts.  

 

Thank you!! 
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