
 

 

 

 

FCC Welcomes Rev. Laura Beth Buchleiter as Guest Preacher April 14 
Program and Conversation on �Speaking on Gender� and Pitch-In Lunch  

in Great Hall Following Worship   
 

    Join us for worship on April 14 as we welcome Rev. Laura Beth Buchleiter as our guest 
preacher. Rev. Buchleiter received a Master of Divinity from Christian Theological Seminary and 
is ordained in the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. She is a transgender woman and Christian in 
the Baptist tradition since childhood. You will find her to be an engaging preacher and an 
experienced speaker and facilitator on topics related to helping Christians understand, include, 
and support their trans* and gender-queer siblings.  
    Following worship Rev.Buchleiter will join us in Great Hall for a pitch-in lunch and 
conversational program called �Speaking of Gender.� Please consider staying for lunch and this 
special program that will provide valuable insight and opportunity for discussion.  
    A sign-up for the pitch-in can be found at https://signup.com/go/jnvaxyY .You can also call the 
church office with what you�re planning to bring. FCC will provide ham and rolls. It is not 
required that you bring something to the pitch-in, but if you are able, a side or dessert that will 
feed 10-12 people would be appreciated. Just bring your dish up to Great Hall immediately 
before or after worship. Cindy Welch will be 
coordinating the meal, and would also 
appreciate help with set-up before or in 
cleaning up after. Just contact Cindy at 
cswelch0814@gmail.com or let her know 
when you see her on Sunday at church!  
    The church is blessed that Rev. Laura Beth 
has responded to her call to ministry, and we 
are fortunate to welcome her as guest preacher 
and to facilitate a conversation around language 
and inclusion during the luncheon. Join us for 
worship and stay for lunch THIS Sunday. 
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Dear Church, 
 

    On April 1, work began on an exciting new project at FCC! The main floor men�s and ladies� rooms 
have been torn out and the construction of new restrooms is under way! When this project is completed 
in two to three months, FCC will have three single, FDA compliant, all-gender bathrooms. I celebrate 
this project because it is one important way our church is bringing the Realm of God. 
    When we think about new restrooms for the church, we may categorize this as a property concern or 
a capital project. It is both of those things, but it is also ministry. Anyone who has used our main floor 
restrooms knows that they were not accessible for wheelchair or walker users or for anyone with 
mobility challenges. They had narrow doorways and tight interiors making them difficult to navigate for 
many adult-sized bodies. Our new restrooms are compliant with standards set by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, meaning that they are appropriate for use by those requiring a wheelchair. To be clear, 
churches are not required to comply with ADA standards. The Capital Projects Committee, working 
with the Property Commission and the Sacred Places Team, made the decision to follow ADA 
guidelines voluntarily. We are doing this so that people of all abilities experience welcome in our 
building. 
    The Capital Projects Committee also made the decision to construct individual, all-gender bathrooms 
instead of creating new men�s and ladies� rooms. As a church that extends a welcome to people of all 
gender identities, this is commensurate with who we say we are. For some, using public restrooms can 
produce anxiety, and this is particularly acute when those facilities are labeled by gender. By 
constructing facilities that do not have multiple simultaneous occupants and that do not require any 
declaration of identity, we make our building more inclusive and more welcoming of all people. At 
FCC, no one will have to feel stressed about which bathroom to use. 
    The Realm of God comes when God�s ways are our ways. The Realm of God comes when justice is 
practiced, peace prevails, hospitality is enacted, and compassion rules. Every time we pray �Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,� we are 
praying that God will show us how to live such that God�s ways prevail � 
so that God�s kingdom is present in the here and now. Bathrooms that are 
accessible to people of all sizes and degrees of mobility help to bring the 
Realm of God. Bathrooms that are for the use of all people, no matter 
their identity, help to bring the Realm of God. 
    FCC, may we continue to identify ways to live out our call to be 
Realm-bearers. 
 

Shalom, 

 
Pastor Kyrmen 

 

The Minister�s Missive 
Bringing the Realm with New Bathrooms 
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FCC is proud to welcome two new members!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Meet FCC�s Seekers 
This school year, Pastor Kyrmen has been meeting with six middle school students, FCC�s Seekers, as 

they contemplate baptism and church membership. In addition to class meetings, each Seeker meets 

regularly with an adult mentor who serves as a special friend and spiritual conversation partner at FCC. 

Bios and photos of three of our Seekers were featured in last month's Visitor; please meet the rest of them 

below.  

Jude Walsh 
My name is Jude Walsh. I am 13 years old and in 7th grade at Tri North Middle School. I 
play football for my school. I also play basketball in my free time. I like to read comic books 
and play video games. One thing I like about our church are the activities and fun things the 
church plans like when we have gatherings in the Great Hall. I like making pretzels with 
church friends during Lent and wrapping gifts for MCUM families during the Christmas 
holiday. Jude�s mentor is Tim Sullivan. 

 

Mia Walsh 
My name is Mia Walsh and I am 14 years old. I go to Tri-North Middle School and I�m 
in eighth grade. I have three siblings, an older brother, older sister, and younger 
brother. My parents both work at IU. I have a dog named Hugo. I play volleyball, and I 
love it so much. My position is setter, and I�m a right side hitter. I play all around, so 
I�m constantly in the game. I love FCC because it�s such a welcoming church; 
everyone there is so kind and loving. It�s like one big family. Mia�s mentor is Bess Lee. 

 

Pacer Norris 
Hi, My Name is Pacer Norris, I am 13 years old and live in Ellettsville, Indiana. I attend 
Edgewood Junior High School in the 7th grade. I play travel soccer for Cutters Soccer 
Club. I love playing videos games and I love to watch Motorsports. My favorite class is 
IMSA, WEC, F1, and Nascar. Pacer�s mentor is Nick Mitchell. 
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My name is Mark Edward Lake. I am 53 earth years 
old, and my birthplace is Prophetstown, Ohio. I 
have one daughter, Summer Lake, who was born 
on the same day and at the same (3:26 p.m.) as me, 
25 years apart. My Native American ancestors, 
family, and church are the keystones of my faith. 

Trina Halloran joins FCC by profession of faith. She 
is originally from Indianapolis and has had a lifelong 
passion for God. Trina enjoys listening to all kinds of 
music, reading, painting, and movies. Meditation, 
yoga, and movement help her stay grounded.  



Thank You 
 

We say a fond farewell to our Community Engagement Partner, Patty Moon, 
as she has completed her service with FCC. We appreciate the ways in which 
she has shared her gifts and wish her many blessings in her future endeavors! 
 

 

FCC Welcomes New Community Engagement Partner  
 

Ian Matthews has been a dedicated volunteer at the 
Welcome Table Breakfast, motivated by his own 
experience with homelessness, prison, and re-entry 
court. He has worked at Shalom Center as a CNA/
QMA for 10 years, and is a certified community health 
worker and recovery specialist at Centerstone. Ian 
currently also volunteers with the Bloomington Catholic 
Worker, cooking meals and providing hospitality for 
people currently experiencing homelessness. Ian is 
passionate about the arts and dabbles in making music. 
His doodles elevate the pastime to an art form and have 
been used to decorate greeting cards and event 
announcements.  
 

 

Open House Housewarming and Blessing for the Gershons 
 

    You may have heard that Pastor Sarah Lynne and her husband Brett bought their first home! 
You  are invited to visit the Gershon�s new home from 1:00-3:00 pm on Saturday, April 27. 
Pastor Kyrmen will offer a blessing for each room at 2:00 pm. If you would like to join us from 
 2-2:30 pm, please come in quietly and join us for the blessings.  
    Finger food and drinks will be provided. At 3:00 pm, Sacred Harp singers from Bloomington 
and Indianapolis will gather to sing in Pastor Sarah Lynne�s home. If you enjoy singing, you are 
welcome to join us! Loaners of the Sacred Harp will be available and we love to welcome new 
singers. 
       Gershon Housewarming and Blessing   

7210 W. Dinsmore Rd 
Saturday, April 27 

 

  1:00-3:00 pm Housewarming 
Blessing of each room begins at 2:00 

pm 
Sacred Harp Singing 3:00�5:00 pm 
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In Our Prayers� 
 

    We offer our sympathy and prayers to the family of Thankam Mathew, mother of Taji 
Abraham and grandmother of Tiara Abraham, one of our choral scholars. Thankam passed 
away peacefully last month, surrounded by her family. She had been a frequent visitor to 

our church, attending with her family as she enjoyed hearing Tiara sing.  
 

    We have learned that former FCC Administrator Tina Jernigan passed away on March 19 
following a long illness. Tina worked at FCC for many years. Those who remember Tina probably 
also remember her beloved dog Sophie who would often come to work with her. A close friend 
shared that she was "showered with love" in her final days from her many friends and her sister 
Trudie. She did not want a funeral or memorial service.  
 

    We offer our sympathy to the family of Flossie Fox, longtime and beloved FCC member who 
passed away on March 13. Flossie was just three months away from celebrating her 100th birthday 
and was a long-time, committed member of our church.  
 
 
 
\ 

                            Outreach Update: 
A Joyful Easter Breakfast! 

 

    There isn�t much that is more inspiring and fun than Easter at FCC (though 
Christmas Eve does come close). FCC�s Holly Biddle organized a hot and 
delicious breakfast for the Welcome Table this Easter. She spent Saturday, 
the day before, with her husband Jim and John Adams cracking eggs 
and preparing the ham. Church member Rebecca Haviland also stopped 
by to help decorate the tables.  
 

   On Easter morning, Holly�s friend Cheryl also joined us and serving 
scrambled eggs and ham to over 100 diners! And we can�t forget the delicious cinnamon rolls made 
by Carie Johann and Holly or the joyful music offered by Tim and Elma Jessen. And of 

course, our committed volunteers were there as well preparing 
and serving and cleaning: Tim and Martha Sullivan, Cindy 
Kvale, Brad Brinkman, and Joe Lee. Please offer all of them 
our hearty thanks for all the work they did this morning, 
proclaiming to our wider community that FCC is committed to 
sharing Christ�s  love with all people!  
 

   If you want to join in on the fun, email Pastor Sarah Lynne  
about volunteering. We would love to  welcome you for any  
part of the breakfast from 8-9:30am. 



       The Easter Bunny Attends FCC Egg Hunt!  
 

    Praise God for a break in the rain Easter morning, so our kids could hunt 
for eggs on the lawn! The morning�s weather suddenly turned beautiful and 
several children got lots of eggs filled with candy. It�s Pastor Sarah Lynne�s 
kids favorite part of Easter! We were also delighted that the Easter Bunny 
decided to honor us with her presence this year. Many thanks to all the 
people who donated candy and participated, making 
this a success once again. And extra special thanks to 
our Easter Bunny (Claire Johann)! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Summer Camp at Bedford! 
 

Attention all FCC families! Registration is open for Indiana Disciples Summer Camps! Please register 
before May to ensure you receive the early-bird discount and let Pastor Sarah Lynne know your child or 
youth is attending. Our church is pleased to cover 50% of the camp fees for their children or youth to 
attend summer camp. Please reach out to Pastor Kyrmen or Pastor Sarah Lynne if your family needs 
more financial assistance. We want to ensure that everyone can attend camp!  
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MAY BIRTHDAYS 

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday list! 
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Scripture Readings 
For Sunday Worship 

 

April 14 
Psalm 100 

Mark 12:28-40 
 

April 21 
John 15:1-8 

1 John 4:7-21 
 

April 28 
Youth Sunday! 
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