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Join Us for Holy Week at First Christian Church
Our Journey to the Cross Begins on Palm Sunday

As our Lenten Journey nears Jerusalem, we invite you and your family and friends to join us for
Holy Week at First Christian Church. Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday, April 13 at 10:00 a.m., as
we remember Jesus’ entry into the city of Jerusalem. We will wave palm branches and shout
“Hosanna” as we recall Jesus’ courageous faith, for our Lord knew he was riding into the city to make
the ultimate sacrifice for those he loved.

On Maundy Thursday, April 17, we will gather for “Dinner in the Upper Room.” Join your FCC
community in the Great Hall at 6:00 p.m. for a meal and a very special time of worship and
Communion around tables with friends. Entrees (choice of pulled pork or gumbo) and beverages
will be provided; please bring a side dish or a dessert to share.

Holy Week worship will continue in the sanctuary on Good Friday, April 18, at 7:00 p.m. when
we will gather for a service of scripture, prayer, and songs as we recall the story of Jesus crucifixion.
This quiet and moving service will prepare us as we await Christ’s coming resurrection.

On Easter Sunday, April 20, we will come together at 10:00 a.m. to shout, “Alleluia! He is risen!”
as we share joyful music, scripture, and Communion! This is the central celebration for Christians all

around the world as we declare that Jesus is alive!

FCC’s Annual Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday

Families with children are invited to join us on FCC’s In This Issue. ..
Lawn following worship on Easter Sunday for our Annual
Easter Egg Hunt! FCC’s Youth are busy * Welcome New Members (page 3)

reparing for this event, so bring your basket 4 )
preparing gy « . é * Building the Realm (page 4)

and join in the fun!

. It’s Time to Order Your Easter Lily! ® Holy Week opportunities (page 5)
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Find the order form inside and get your order

turned in to the church office by April 13th! ® General Assembly coming! (pg. 6)
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The Minister’s Missive
Dear Church,

Through the season of Lent, FCC has been exploring the theme of “Courageous Faith as inspired by E.
Carrington Heath’s book Courageous Faith: How to Rise and Resist in a Time of Fear. In the prologue of the
book, Heath writes,

“the original Easter Sunday was not one of joy and celebration. There was no brass section
playing ‘Jesus Christ is Risen Today,” no flowered cross, and no Easter egg hunt. Instead,
there were the people who loved Jesus most, filled with grief, trudging toward his grave.
When they arrived their grief only increased when they found that it was empty and that
Jesus was nowhere to be found.”

Heath reminds us that we have the advantage of knowing how the story ends. We know that the tomb
was empty because Jesus had been returned to life. We know that this story culminates in the joy of
resurrection. But resurrection only comes after the suffering of the cross and the despair of the tomb.
Heath writes that in our own lives, we spend quite a bit of time dwelling among the tombs — seasons in
our lives in which we find ourselves not literally dead, but stuck and waiting to experience life in its
fullness. Some of these tombs are of our own making; they are the result of choices we have made that
have hurt us and others. But other tombs are not at all of our choosing; they are the result of the world’s
brokenness.

Many of us may feel like we are in a tomb of sorts in the present season. We are anxious about what is
happening in the world as pain seems to be increasing while wholeness and justice seem to be receding for
many. As we cope with this feeling of being in the tomb, we need to remember that we are loved by the
God who does not leave us there. We are loved by the God of resurrection, the one who overcomes even
death — the one who left heaven to join in the experience of humanity in order to show us the way out of
the tombs.

As Holy Week approaches, it seems to me that we may need more than ever to have the experience of
meeting Jesus in the tomb and following him into new life and resurrection. To that end, I want to invite
you to consider making our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday worship experiences a part of your Holy
Week. On Thursday, we will gather in our own Upper Room just as Jesus gathered his friends. We will
share food and conversation, reflect on Jesus’ commandment that we should love one another, and share in
the Lord’s Supper around tables with our friends. On Good Friday, we will hear the Gospel of John’s
account of Jesus death on a cross as we witness his journey to the tomb.

And then we will wait. We will wait in the tomb through Friday and through the long, long day of
Saturday. We will wait until Sunday morning when those who loved Jesus most discover that his tomb is
empty. . .and that he is alive! We will celebrate with them as we remember that we are loved by a God

who will not leave us in our tombs, for death is not the end of the story.
May we celebrate Christ’s resurrection together when Easter dawns, but in order to get
there, let us remember we must go by way of the tombs.

halom,
oy A

Pastor Kyrmen
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CommunityVoices Unite in Song:
Interfaith Choir Concert

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s Mass in C Major, K.317
(“Coronation Mass”)

Sunday May 4 at 4:00 pm
First United Church — 2420 E. Third

Join us for a beautiful afternoon of music as our choir joins choirs from First United Church, First
Presbyterian Church, and St. Thomas Lutheran Church Interfaith Choir and orchestra in concert on
Sunday, May 4, at 4:00 pm at First United Church.

The program will showcase Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s Mass in C Major, K.317 (“Coronation Mass”)
a masterpiece celebratory in nature composed in Salzburg in 1779 and first performed in the Easter Day
Mass on 4" of April 1779.

Admission is free, and all are welcome to attend. Come experience the beauty of community, faith,
and music!

Welcome to FCC’s Newest Members!
Colleen Kuhn joins FCC by profession of faith; her husband, Thomas, has also

become an active participant in our congregation. Thomas and Colleen are life-long
Hoosiers and are thoroughly enjoying their retirement years. Thomas is a licensed
Nurse Practitioner and taught at the Indiana University School of Nursing. Colleen
was the owner of a technology firm based in Indianapolis specializing in accounting
software. Thomas and Colleen share a blended family of seven adult children and
seven grandchildren living throughout the country. Travel to see these
grandchildren and travel, in general, is one of their passions.

Thomas is a music enthusiast and considers attending live musical performances as one of life’s greatest
joys. Colleen is equally passionate about art with a degree in Art History from Herron School of Art and
Design. She currently serves as the President of The Portfolio, an arts organization founded by TC Steele
in 1890. She is completing docent training for the Indianapolis Museum of Art at Newfields. Thomas and
Colleen also enjoy the outdoors — hiking, boating, biking and tennis — or playing at the dog park with
their rambunctious miniature Australian Shepherd puppy, Dylan. (Yes........ named after Bob Dylan.)

Laurie Counsel joins FCC by transfer of membership from Christ United
Methodist in Indianapolis although she has attended a Brethren church for the past 17
years. She has been involved in church life in many ways, including leading worship and
music, vacation Bible school, community engagement, and leading small
groups. Laurie has also served as a Stephen Minister. She retired from Cummins in
Columbus in December 2023 where she most recently worked in the company's
environmental sustainability office.

Laurie and her husband Stephen and three dogs live on Lake Lemon; younger son

Brett lives in Bloomington and older son Eric lives in Lakewood, Colorado.




Page 4 Vol 67, no. 4

. Building the Realm
V Capital Campaign Kick-Off

After two years of research by our Sacred Places
B U L D I N G and Capital Projects teams on how to best preserve
and repair our church, the Capital Campaign team,
'{__h e R E A L M with guidance from campaign consultant Linda
Buskirk, has been working hard since January.
Led by Chair Betsy Watson and Vice-Chair Tim
Sullivan, the First Christian Church Capital
Campaign team is ready to launch "Building the Realm". The team began with a Holy Hunt tour of
the church to view the necessary repairs. A YouTube video of the tour is available at https://voutu.be/
UJELnYshWV4
On Sunday, May 4 at 6:00 p.m., all are invited to the official campaign kick-off celebration.
Come and enjoy a catered dinner surrounded by May Day flowers, music, and maypole dancing! We

will celebrate the glories of spring as we look forward to projects that will revive and freshen our
building. Please RSVP to Cindy Welch at cswelch08 14-@gmail.com by April 25.
Further details about the capital campaign and related events will be available in the newsletter, on

Facebook, on our capital campaign web page (coming soon), and in flyers and emails. Stay tuned to
learn more about how FCC is building the Realm in downtown Bloomington!

In Our Prayers...

We offer prayers for the Biddle family, Carrie Biddle and her sons Ezra and Loren
(daughter and grandchildren of Holly and Jim Biddle), as they grieve the loss of Kevin
Jones, Carrie's significant other and her children's father, who died in a motorcycle
accident on March 13.
Your expressions of care and sympathy may be sent to the Biddle family at the following

addresses:

Carrie Biddle and her children Ezra and Loren Holly and Jim Biddle
358 West Hillside Ave. 9456 N Ingram Rd.,
Spencer, IN, 48460 Solsberry, IN 47459

Please offer prayers for the family of FCC member Barbara Clark, who passed away on
Wednesday, March 19. Services for Barbara were held March 22.

May God bring comfort and healing to all who grieve these losses.
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Holy Week at First Christian Church

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH BLOOMINGTON
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Join us for worship Palm Sunday at 10:00 am,
April 13, as we wave palm branches and shout
“Hosanna” as we recall Jesus’ courageous faith, for
our Lord knew he was riding into the city to make
the ultimate sacrifice for those he loved.

On Maundy Thursday, April 17, we will gather
for “Dinner in the Upper Room.” Join your FCC
community in the Great Hall at 6:00 p.m. for a
meal and a very special time of worship and
Communion around tables with friends. Entrees
(choice of pulled pork or gumbo) and beverages
will be provided; please bring a side dish or a

dessert to share.

Join us for worship Good Friday, April 18, at 7:00
p-m. when we will gather for a service of
scripture, prayer, and songs as we recall the story
of Jesus’ crucifixion. This quiet and moving service
will prepare us as we await Christ’s coming
resurrection.

Easter Sunday at FCC

On Easter Sunday, April 20, we will come together at 10:00 a.m. to
shout, “Alleluia! He is risen!” as we share joyful music, scripture, and
Communion! This is the central celebration for Christians all around
the world as we declare that Jesus is alive!

The celebration continues following worship with FCC’s Annual Easter
Egg Hunt on the church front lawn. So, bring your basket as FCC’s
children, grandchildren and friends gather for this annual tradition!
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?2025 MEMPHIS

EPHESIANS 3:20-21

The theme for the 2025 General Assembly is “BEYOND”. The theme is based on the
following scriptures: Ephesians 3:20-21, Colossians 3:12-17, 1 Corinthians 1:25-27
(28-30), Hebrews 8:5-7, and Luke 4:16-21

Now to the one who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to the power that is at work within us, to them be glory
in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and
ever. Amen! Ephesians 3:20-21

What Is General Assembly?

The General Assembly is a four-day gathering in response to God’s covenant of love
that calls us to come together to go BEYOND. It is a time for us to step into the
vastness of God’s Imagination across the life of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). Mark your calendars to join us July 12-15, 2025, for worship, worships, Bible
study, opportunities to explore Memphis, mission projects, and the sacred work of the
church for children, youth, young adults, and adults across the life of the church.

Register now!
at
https:/ / ga.disciples.org
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A gentle reminder that our heating/cooling system will switch to “cooling” in May. So, dress
in layers. It could get warm in the sanctuary on warm and sunny days. Thankyou!

Lentren Lenten Pretzels

) Carie Johann will be
o N helping us make Lenten We Need Easter Candy!

o Pretzels again this year!

A These re%zels rerrflin dus FCC’s Youth Group is preparing for our
Pretzels P . . Annual Egg Hunt and needs your help! Next
of the spiritual practices of ) ]
) ) time you go to the grocery store, please pick
prayer, fasting and charity. The arms look o
i . ) ) up a bag of individually wrapped Easter
like folded hands in prayer, the 1ngredlents )
. . . Candy that can be stuffed into the eggs for

are Lenten fast frlendly @if you skip the

) ’ the egg hunt on Easter
cheese dip!), and we like to make enough to )
) . . Sunday. Please, avoid candy
give one away. Children and Youth will be )
with nuts for anyone who may

invited to join us for pretzels during h lleroics. Thank vou!!
ave allergies. youl!

worship. Date: this Sunday April 6th.

SBECIAL OFFERING

Supporting general ministries of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). Received in most congregations

sunday, April 13 & 20, 2025

or two alternative Sundays in your congregation

Calling All Graduates!

Please let us know if you're aware of anyone who will be graduating from high
school, college, or graduate school. We would love to celebrate them during

worship on May 18. Please give us the graduate’s address so we can send them a

card. For high school graduates, we also need a picture and a short bio telling us

what they’ve accomplished and what they are planning to do next. Please get us this information by
the end of April as we would love to announce our graduates in the May newsletter.
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GROWING IN.GOD Growing in God Non-Invasive Plant Swap
g TLANTSWAP g Rain Date: April 6th

Soggy weather this past weekend forced the delay of our Plant Swap. So, it
will now take place THIS SUNDAY, April 6th following worship.

We are excited to offer native tree and shrub seedlings as well as native
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHUrcH | Pollinator plant starts with the help of a grant from EcoAmerica awarded FCC
in October. With the $1000 grant we purchased these plants from the
Neighborhood Planting Project.

These seedings will be available for you and your friends to take for free. Everyone is
encouraged to bring houseplant cuttings and anything from their garden they are ready to split. It’s ok
if your garden plant isn’t native, but do not bring anything that is considered an invasive species in
southern Indiana. Monroe County - Identify and Reduce Invasive Species (MC-IRIS) will provide
informational packets about invasive species for participant’s education. We will have plenty of plants,
so please invite your friends!

Welcome Table Breakfast Update!

Since First Christian Church started offering The Welcome Table
eakfast, the number of diners has grown from between 50-70 people to

™
WELCOME TABLE br
ARCT CHRICTIAN CHURCH %

(DieCIPLEC O CHRICT) around 100-140 people each week!

We really need more volunteers for our breakfast, especially
backup volunteers who can help when our regulars are out of town. If you are able to
volunteer please reach out to Pastor Sarah Lynne!

If you would like to support The Welcome Table, but aren’t able to volunteer, you can help out by
adding some extra groceries to your cart (or pick up order) each week and dropping them off at the
church! Below are items we can accept for the breakfast:

Non-perishables can be dropped off in the bin by the Fireside study. We can accept:
Cereal (Raison Bran, Frosted Wheat, Almond and Honey Bunches of Oats, and sweet Cereal is most
requested. We have a lot of cheerios :)

Sandwich Bread, Boxes of individual portioned Instant Oatmeal, Pop-Tarts, Peanut Butter, Jelly or
Jam, Ground Coffee, Powdered Creamer, Sugar and Tea

If you would like to donate perishable items. Please contact Pastor Sarah Lynne, or
bring them to the Great Hall on Sunday morning. We can accept: Milk (regular and
chocolate), Orange Juice, Apple Juice, Peeled Hard Boiled Eggs, Sliced Cheese, Sandwich Meat,
Spiral Ham usually in sale around Easter!! Mandarin Oranges, and Bananas

Finally, there is one more special opportunity to contribute. For Easter this year,
Holly Biddle is unable to organize a hot breakfast. Please reach out to Pastor Sarah
Lynne if you can contribute pastries or a reheatable breakfast casserole to the Welcome
Table for Easter!
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04/05 David Garshaw 3740 N. Russell Road Bloomington IN 47408
04/08 Connie  Gross 3485 S. Knightridge Road Bloomington IN 47401
04/10 David Campbell 1087 S. Fieldcrest Ct. Bloomington IN 47401
04/11 Lily Hoover 2232 S, Star View Lane Bloomington IN 47403
04/12  Andi Fletcher 903 W. Association St. Ellettsville IN 47429
04/14 Mike Griffin 7300 W. Ison Rd. Bloomington IN 47403
04/16  Kathy Street 2604A E. 2nd St. Bloomington IN 47401
04/20  Tiffani Sinn Trulock 2807 N. Blue Slopes Dr. Bloomington IN 47408
04/22  Gilead Rea-Hedrick 1212 W. Acacia Ct. Bloomington IN 47404
04/30  Mary Beth Godsey 3403 N. Smith Pike Bloomington IN 47404
05/01 Tate Knepper 3918 S. Woods Edge Bend  Bloomington [N 47401
05/02 Donna Cartwright 2927 N. Bankers Drive Bloomington IN 47408
05/02 Zoe Hill 8956 W. Rice Rd. Bloomington IN 47403
05/03 Pam Matthews 7263 S. BurchRd Bloomington IN 47403
05/03 Brertt Hamilton 1326 Dutch Ridge Rd. Heltonville IN 47436
05/03  Jean Graves 3922 W. Indian Creek Dr. Bloomington IN 47403
05/06 Carmie Hamilton 1326 Dutch Ridge Rd. Heltonville IN 47436
05/06 Heide Watson 864 S. Coriander Court Bloomington IN 47401
05707 Julie Donham 5900 N. Maple Grove Rd. Bloomington IN 47404
05/08 Eve Schultes-Ridge 5460 S. Victor Pike Bloomington IN 47403
05/11  Scot Moore 2526 E. Summer Creek Dr.  Bloomington IN 47401
05/11  Alasdair  Gershon 7210 W. Dinsmore Rd. Bloomington IN 47403
05/14  Sharon Goins 60 Bailliere Dr. Martinsville IN 46151
05/15 Whitney Gates 3493 E. Saddlebrook Ct. Bloomington IN 47401
05/18 Jim Barker 115 N. Lexington Drive Bloomington IN 47408
05/19 Mary Allman 907 E. Vixen Drive Bloomington IN 47408
05/19 Lynae Mitchell 1200 S. Palmer Ave. Bloomington IN 47401
05/21  Erv Fettchenhauer 2604 E. Windermere Woods Bloomington IN 47401
05/24 Mary Swarthout 3521 W. Fairington Drive Bloomington IN 47403

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday Iist!
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Ho 1)’ Week at FCC Scripture Readings
For Sunday Worship
- Palm Sunday - April 13 .
. April 6
Worship at 10:00 am P;ll)rn76
Maundy Thursday - April 17 John 12:1-8
Dinner in the Upper Room April 13

6:00 pm in the Great Hall

Good Friday - April 18
Worship at 7:00 pm

Easter Sunday - April 20
Worship at 10:00 am - Easter Egg Hunt follows

Palm Sunday
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Luke 19:28-40

April 20
Easter Sunday

Isaiah: 65:17-25
John 20:1-18
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