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Special Occasions During a Pandemic
Honoring and Celebrating Those Special People on Their Special Day
Many of us treasure our traditions. Whether
it’s a certain menu for a specific holiday or an
activity that we do when we are together for a
birthday.. those traditions bring joy, and a fair
amount of comfort. Right now, many of our
traditions are being transformed, rescheduled
or just canceled altogether. It can be
disappointing when highly anticipated things are
canceled, but it can also be an opportunity to
find new and creative ways to celebrate and
honor those special people and their special
time.
We’ve seen news stories and social media
posts of birthdays celebrated with a parade of
decorated vehicles and weddings taking place
via Zoom. This past weekend, you may have
seen stories of families driving past nursing
homes to wish their loved ones a “Happy
Mother’s Day!” You may have also seen the
story about a Texas high school principal who
drove 800 miles with candy bars and a mission
to visit each of his school’s 612 graduating
seniors at their homes!
Yes, milestones and special occasions will
continue to happen, and celebrating those times
will continue to be important to us. One of
those important celebrations that happens in the

Spring is graduation. For our high school
students, that celebration is wrapped up in 12
years of work accomplished, skills and
knowledge achieved, memories, and
friendships made. It’s a big deal!
At FCC, we have a tradition of honoring and
celebrating our graduates. This year will be no
exception. On pages 4 and 5 of this newsletter,
you will find pictures and information for our
2020 graduates. If you would like to send a
congratulatory card, you will find addresses on
those pages. We will also lift up our graduates
during online worship on Sunday, May 24 and
celebrate them during Facebook Coffee Hour
after worship. Our high school graduates will
each receive a new study Bible and FCC swag!
Please help us celebrate these graduates. Pray
for their bright futures, give them
encouragement that they can and will be
successful, even in the middle of a pandemic.
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Pastor’s Pen

Worship That is Both Strange and Special
Every Wednesday afternoon, Bruce and I
meet in one of our sanctuaries to record
Sunday’s worship service. Ashlyn and Jono are
stationed behind the cameras and sound board
on the far side of our sanctuaries. It is all very
strange. I don’t think it will ever feel “normal.”
It also feels strange to us on Sunday morning
as we watch ourselves lead worship. We try
our best to receive ourselves with grace and
even laugh a bit at ourselves and the ways we
come across on the camera! We weren’t taught
televangelism in seminary!
On the other hand, when we are sharing in
the Lord’s Supper—both during the
Wednesday recording session and in “real” time
on Sunday morning—the strangeness seems to
disappear, and we are somehow able to relax
into the moment…and the meal…and the
welcome…and the grace that is present at the
“longest Table in the world.” It is special. It is
holy. We feel one with God and with Christ’s
church.
Another special time in the service is the
passing of the peace. It’s great to see your faces
and hear you say “the peace of Christ be with
you.” Because we would like to see more
faces, we invite you to send us a video of
yourself and/or your family passing the peace!
Ashlyn is collecting your videos and has “howto” instructions that we will send you! Also, we
will even come to you and record you (from a
safe distance) offering the peace of Christ.
Please email or call the church to make
arrangements!
Also, we have truly been surprised by how
much we have been moved during the singing
of the closing hymn. Each week and without

exception, tears flow as we sing words that have
so much power and substance and truth. They
are tears of joy that affirm God’s presence.
They are tears of sorrow and grief that
acknowledge the reality of suffering and
uncertainty. They are tears of longing that come
from missing you so much. They are tears of
healing that have cleansed us and allowed us to
release what we have been holding inside of us.
Finally, when the service is over, we truly
enjoy receiving your greetings via Facebook,
texts, emails, Zoom meetings, and cards. They
strengthen us, and we thank you!
As strange as these times are in this world and
in our worship, we are thankful for the
opportunity to serve as your pastors. And we
look forward to that time when it is safe for us
to worship together in person. “See” you on
Sunday.

Blessings!
Pastor Helen
PS: If you are not able to participate in our
online services, please let the office know. We
will send you a bulletin and a transcript of the
service!
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In Our Prayers…
Please pray for the family of Jerry Spore, who passed away on May 5 following a slow
decline in his health. A private burial service was held last Saturday in Owensville. Cards
and notes may be sent to his family through his son and daughter at the following
Bloomington addresses: Jim (and wife, Jennifer) Spore at 1920 W. Lancaster Dr., 47404 and Jennifer
Mullis at 5036 North Capitol, Apt. 4, 47404.

Reflections on Abundance
Our virtual weekly Friday Vespers Moments are entering
their third week. The brief 7 or 8 minute moments have
proven a moving way to stop for a moment, reflect, and
meditate at the end of the week on some aspect of God’s presence in our life in a time of uncertainty
and change.
A link to a new mini-vespers moment of music, poetry and reflection featuring jazz singer Elena
Escudero and curated by Linda Abe is posted on the FCC website home page each Friday around
6:30 as well as being posted to FCC’s Facebook page. The link remains on the website page through
Sunday morning’s posting of the YouTube worship service. The “bulletin” that is posted on the website
also contains the texts of the songs and poetry included in the recording .
But, in case you miss the posting, or want to revisit the video anytime later, it is good to know that,
like most of our services, the video is archived on the website and can easily be accessed. Simply 1)
open the www.fccbloomington.org page, 2) go to the “About Us” pulldown tab, 3) open “Sermons”
and 4) there they will be! Another easier way is to 1) find the little magnifying glass search Icon at
the right hand top corner of the home page, 2) click on it , 3) type in “Jazz Vespers” and voila – links to
the videos will appear on the screen!
The themes remaining in our “Abundance” series for May are listed below.
May 15: Abundance of Grace
May 22: Abundance of Courage
May 29: Abundance of Love
The Jazz Moments production team of Jan Harrington, Linda Abe, Ashlyn Reynolds and Jono Palmer
hope that these moments are nourishing you and bring you some respite, joy and peace each week.
We are thrilled that Elena Escudero is able to again share her talent with us while sheltering from her
home in Chicago and hope that everyone will take a moment from their day each week to step back
with us and quietly reflect on the ways that our lives are filled with Abundance even in this fearful and
uncertain time.
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Bidding a Fond Farewell to our XPLOR Residents
Well Wishes Shared during Worship on May 17
It’s hard to believe that our inaugural XPLOR year is coming to a close. We aren’t getting the
ending that we had hoped for as FCC continues online worship and celebrations that are socially
distant. Still, we will celebrate them and their time here in Bloomington!
Our XPLOR Residents Miche, Adrian, and Kristen have had quite the year here in Bloomington.
They have contributed to our Bloomington community and to our FCC family through their work,
kindness, caring and many talents. It’s hard to believe, but the time is coming for us to say good-bye
to them---unfortunately from a distance. This weekend will mark the end of this year’s program.
Please join us for online Sunday Worship this Sunday, May 17 as we lift up Miche, Adrian, and
Kristen. We will share our good-byes and well wishes knowing that they have left a wonderful
imprint on our hearts and on the history of First Christian Church. We are grateful for their energy
and grateful for our time with them.

Update on FCC Pledges Received for April
Our April financial statement reflects a decline in our pledged giving for the month. If you are
experiencing financial hardship due to COVID-19, please let Pastor Helen know via a confidential
note or phone call. She will do her best to assist you.
As you are able, we ask that you continue to give regularly or even consider "pre-paying " a portion
of your annual pledge. If you have questions about what you have given so far this year, please call the
church office, and you will be directed to one of our financial secretaries.
We also give thanks to those of you who have given "above and beyond" your regular pledge to help
us carry out our ministries. As FCC continues to serve, any and all financial support is truly
appreciated!
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2020 Graduates
Class of 2020 High School Graduates
Isabella Marie Coleman, daughter of Adrienne Coleman, graduated from
Bloomington High School North. Isabella is currently in training at Stonebelt
for work as a Direct Support Professional. After taking a gap year, Isabelle
plans to attend Ivy Tech.
Please send cards of congratulations to 2911 W. Julie’s Way, Apt. K,
Bloomington, IN 47403.

Ryan Soli Autry Eller, son of Lisa Autry and Jeff Eller, graduated from
Bloomington High School North with an Academic Honors diploma. While at
North, Ryan was very active in theater. Ryan has been accepted into the highly
competitive acting program at Ball State University where he plans to continue
his love of theater.
Cards of congratulation may be sent to 4001 Rosewood Dr., Bloomington, IN
47404.

Alexander Trippel, son of Tom and Rhonda Trippel and grandson of
George and Barbara Sorrells (members of FCC Bedford), graduated from
Bloomington High School South. Alexander plans to attend Indiana
University in the fall, majoring in Physics.
Please send cards congratulating Alexander to 1497 E. Commander Ct.,
Bloomington, IN 47401.
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2020 Graduates
2020 College and Graduate School Graduates
Melanie Breeden is the daughter of Richard and Joanie Breeden. She has completed her
Bachelor’s of Science degree at Indiana University’s School of Public Health. Melanie’s major is in
Human Development and Family Studies. She plans on continuing her work at Campus Corner.
Cards of congratulations can be sent to Melanie at 3908 S. Woods Edge Bend, Bloomington,
47401.
Matthew Moore is the son of Scot and Ann Moore, grandson of Marilyn Moore and George
and Barbara Sorrells (of FCC Bedford). Matthew will be participating in Teach for America in
Dallas, Texas. His online training begins in June. He will be teaching high school Chemistry,
Biology or Physics. He anticipates going to graduate school in the future, possibly law school.
Cards of congratulations can be sent to 2526 E. Summer Creek Drive, Bloomington, 47401.
Sarah Slover earned a Master of Arts in Arts Administration degree from the Indiana University
O’Neill School of Public and Environmental Affairs. Sarah participates in FCC’s music program.
Cards of congratulations may be sent to 4084 Old Myers Rd., Bloomington, IN 47408.
Stephanie Richards graduated from the University of Wisconsin with a Master’s Degree in
Analytical Chemistry. She is currently doing research related to air flow which they expect will be
used in studying COVID-19. Stephanie is in the Air Force and will continue her military career in
chemistry once she has completed all of her education. She is the daughter of Bruce and Jenn
Richards. Cards can be sent to Stephanie at 1624 Fordem Ave., Apt. 203, Madison, WI, 53704.
Henry Street graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in History from Indiana University.
Henry will be transitioning to a Teaching Program in the fall at Indiana Wesleyan University,
where he will receive his teaching license. Henry is the son of Bill and Kathy Street. Please send
cards to Henry at 4153 Hector Dr., Bloomington, 47408.
Stephanie Trippel completed a Au,D (Doctor of Audiology) at Purdue University. She is
getting married in May and plans to work as a professional audiologist. Stephanie is the daughter
of Tom and Rhonda Trippel and the granddaughter of George and Barbara Sorrells (members at
FCC Bedford). Cards of congratulations may be sent to Stephanie at 621 Buffalo Club Dr., Apt.
D, Indianapolis, 46227.
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FCC Faith Formation and Family Ministries Update
By Sarah Lynne Gershon, director

Get Ready for A New Summer Program for Families!
I am excited to announce our new summer program. Summer is usually filled with fun service
projects, both near and far. This year we won’t be able to gather together or travel for service
projects, but extending God’s love to our community is more important now than ever.
Consequently, I hope families will participate in our (physically distant) Summer Missions Program!
The theme is Growing in God’s Kingdom and we are partnering with Interfaith Friends’
COVID Caring Calendar. Families should have received an invitation with details in the
mail. Families are encouraged to complete their weekly “mission” by choosing an activity from the
COVID Caring Calendar and reporting back to me or Ashlyn about the experience. Ashlyn and I are
making a cloth “calendar” wall hanging and badges for participating families. I can’t wait to hear about
what families decide to do each week!
I am also excited to report that families have already been busy blessing some FCC members. Last
week the Boltons, Fletchers, Hills, Daltons, Gershons, and Max Fettchenhauer placed encouraging
signs in the yards of First Christian medical workers. We are so grateful for the work these medical
professionals are doing both in the wider community and as medical advisors at FCC.

Concerning Adult Faith Formation
Some FCC small groups are finding ways to connect at a distance. The meditation group is meeting
through Zoom every Sunday morning at 9:00 am. Please contact Thomas Walsh at
tpwalsh@indiana.edu for the link to join.
We are also hoping to get some Deeper Bible Study groups going. These groups will focus on the
passage that is being preached on the upcoming Sunday. Chuck Jones is leading a group on
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm through Zoom. Please contact him at Mr.Chuck.Jones@gmail.com to
join. We would love to get more people involved in our Deeper Bible Studies. Please
contact me if you would like to participate in a Deeper Bible Study on a different day.

Summer Forums!
We are also planning an online version of our Summer Forums. We are hoping to have several guest
presenters. Stay tuned for more info!

FCC Board Meeting
May 17 at noon via Zoom
Our next regularly scheduled Board meeting is this Sunday, May 17 at noon. This meeting is open to
all active members and participants of FCC. Please email pastor Helen if you would like to receive a
Zoom invitation.
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Ways to Support the Greater Bloomington Community
FCC Continues Tradition of Volunteerism
Community needs haven’t stopped because of COVID-19. New needs have been added to ongoing
needs in our community. FCC has a long tradition of giving time and resources to support the needs
of our community. COVID-19 has not put a stop to the generosity of our members.

Serving Breakfast at Shalom
Our breakfast crew continues to serve monthly at the Shalom Community Center. This
team of FCC volunteers have been serving a delicious hot breakfast for decades, beginning
here in our Great Hall and moving to Shalom several years ago. This group currently serves
breakfast on the second Sunday of each month. They are recruiting additional team members as some
are unable to serve because of underlying health concerns. Contact a team member or the church
office if you have questions or would like to join this amazing group! The team includes Scott Goodall,
Kristen Richards, Jenn Richards, John Adams, Cindy Kvale, Al Cartright, Charlie Sinn, and Carie
Johann (and family). THANK YOU!!

Opportunities at Area 10 Agency on Aging
Amy Wardlow coordinates the activities of an army of volunteers at Area 10 Agency for Aging. The
organization is providing help for those who are at high risk or have mobility issues. Volunteers have
been organized to shop for and deliver groceries and run other necessary errands. Amy says that some
of the people being helped are new to the program because of health concerns that make them
particularly vulnerable to COVID-19. Others benefitting from the program have mobility issues and
will require on-going assistance.
Another program at Area 10 helps people cope with feelings of isolation that many are
experiencing. Volunteers in this program connect with people through phone calls, cards and letters.
Receiving a call or a letter can really make a difference for someone experiencing loneliness.
If you would like to volunteer for either of these programs, or if you are in need of these services,
please contact Amy Wardlow at 812-269-2808 (her work phone number) or visit the agency’s
website: www.area10agency.org

Food and Supply Drive for MCUM!
Here at FCC we are gearing up for a food and supply drive to benefit Monroe
County United Ministries (MCUM). This drive will take place next week
(May 18-22). You can bring your donations of non-perishable food (canned goods, pasta
and pasta sauce, cereal), personal hygiene items (soap and shampoo) or cleaning supplies (all-purpose
cleaners, laundry detergent) to the Administrative entrance at FCC where you will find a donation
bin. That bin will be on our porch in the alcove area from 10:00 am-2:00 pm Monday - Thursday and
from 10:00 am-Noon on Friday. We will gather all of the donations and deliver them to MCUM
following the drive. If you have a donation, but cannot get it to FCC, call our office or email us at
fcc@fccbloomington.org and we will try to find a volunteer to pick up your donation.
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Send Your Pictures!
While we are apart, please send your pictures so that we can see you, and share them with our FCC
church family. Send them via our Facebook Picture group or email to jennifer@fccbloomington.org.
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“The Kingdom Of God”
Sermon Series Through May 24

May 17
“Hospitality in the Kingdom”

This Kingdom parable tells the story of what happens
at a banquet turned on its head. Ultimately, in God’s
Kingdom, there is room at the Table for everybody.

Online at 10:00 am this Sunday!
www.fccbloomington.org

Scripture Readings
For Sunday Worship
May 17
Luke 14:15-24
May 24
Sarah Lynne Gershon preaching
Acts 9:1-19a

