
 

 

 

Join Us as We Build the Realm at FCC! 
FCC�s Capital Campaign is Off to A Great Start! 

    

    Sunday night, FCC officially kicked off our Building the Realm capital campaign! We had a 
wonderful celebration with a great dinner, maypole dancing, floral crafts, singing, and an original skit! 
We also received incredible news on the progress of the campaign! As of the writing of this message, 
we have already received pledges for $289,280!  Together with the grant money we will receive, that 
means we have raised $539,280 of our $650,000 goal!  
    If you have not yet made a pledge to the capital campaign, now is the time! While a few of our 
members and friends who live outside the Bloomington area will receive campaign materials the mail, 
most will be contacted directly by a Gift Ambassador. That individual will invite you to either sign up 
to attend a small-group presentation about the campaign or to set up an individual appointment so that 
they may bring a campaign packet to you. 
 

Building the Realm Small Group Presentations 
 

Wednesday, May 14 at 7:00 p.m.  
Dessert & coffee at Pastor Kyrmen's home (1212 W Acacia Ct.) 
 

Saturday, May 17 at 10:00 a.m. 
Coffee and bagels in the Chapel Gathering space 
 

Tuesday, May 20 at 3:00 p.m.  
Ice cream social at Jim and Betsy Watson's home (1026 S. Mitchell St) 
 

Saturday, May 31 at 10:00 a.m. 
Coffee and bagels at Pastor Kyrmen's home (1212 W Acacia Ct) 
 

Thursday, June 5 at 2:00 p.m. 
Cookies and lemonade in the Chapel Gathering space 

 

    If you would like to sign up to attend one of these events, email 
Pastor Kyrmen at pastorkyrmen@gmail.com or ask your Gift 
Ambassador to sign you up when they contact you. 
    This is such an exciting time to be a part of FCC! Thank you for 
your generosity, your dedication, and your openness to the Spirit's 
leading as together we build the Realm of God! 
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Dear Church, 
 
    Acts 9:36-43 tells the story of an early disciple named Tabitha. The text says, �Her life overflowed 
with good works and compassionate acts on behalf of those in need.� When Tabitha unexpectedly 
dies, she is deeply mourned by those she has served. The apostle Peter comes to the home where her 
body has been laid, and a group of weeping widows eagerly shows him the tunics and other clothing 
Tabitha had made while she was alive. To their great joy, Peter raises Tabitha from death back to life. 
 

    While making tunics for others might not sound like world-changing work to some of us, clearly 
Tabitha�s acts of service had deeply affected her community. She reminds me of the ladies who served 
snacks at VBS when I was a kid � you know, those ladies the kids look right past while they are on the 
way to recreation time with the cool, energetic young adult leaders. Tabitha also makes me recall the 
retired men who would show up at church on a Saturday morning to spread mulch and clean up the 
landscaping. Their labor is easy to take for granted or even not to notice at all. 
 

    Here at FCC, there are a lot of people doing �little things.� Recently, the closets in the Great Hall 
and the Chapel Gathering space were purged, cleaned, and sorted. Those tasks took days, but I 
imagine most people are not aware that this work was done. Every Sunday, the Communion trays are 
filled with cut-up pieces of naan bread, lovingly prepared by unseen hands. At the beginning of every 
new liturgical season, the hangings in the sanctuary are changed over to the proper liturgical color, 
our space beautified by quiet servants. All these �little things� are done out of devotion to Christ 
expressed through service to FCC. 
 

    As we move full-swing into our Building the Realm capital campaign, we know that not everyone is 
able to make a five-figure contribution. Some may not be able to contribute any money at all. Still, 
our goal is to have 100% of our congregation participate in the campaign. No gift is too small to make 
a difference, whether that gift is $10 each month given over the next three years, $25 given all at 
once, or a commitment to support the campaign by being present in worship every Sunday until its 
conclusion and praying for it on all the days in between. Every contribution is meaningful not only 
because it makes a difference to FCC, but because it changes the one who sacrifices to give it. 
 

    May we celebrate all the �little things� that make our building tidy, that keep our ministries vibrant, 
and that surround our community with care. May we each find ways to make our own sacrifice for the 
building of the Realm, no matter how �small� it may seem. 
 
 

Shalom, 

 
Pastor Kyrmen 

 

The Minister�s Missive 
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Sopranos 
Linda Abe 
Tiara Abraham 
Andrea Dalton 
Patti Parkes 
Mary Swarthout 
Maria Izzo Walker  

Altos 
Kayla Anderson 
Laurie Counsel 
Jean Graves 
Elma Jessen 
Sara Dailey Muñoz 
Rachel Rosolina  

Tenors 
 Ben Dalton 
Jinpeng Jiang 
Steve Pollitt  

Bass 
Colin Anderson 
Bob Bernacki 
Tim Jessen 
Bob Thrasher 

Celebrating Our Choirs 
Honoring the Sanctuary Choir and Bell Choir for Their Dedication and Ministry 

 

    As the joyful sounds of Easter continue to resonate in our hearts, we pause to 
offer heartfelt thanks to the faithful members of our Sanctuary Choir and Bell 
Choir. Their unwavering dedication, extraordinary talent, and countless hours of 
rehearsal and service have blessed our congregation throughout the year. 
    These gifted musicians contribute far more than weekly service music. During 
the seasons of Lent and Easter, they gave generously of their time and energy, 
enriching our worship with moving and meaningful performances. Their music 

offered spiritual depth, lifted our hearts, and helped lead us into deeper encounters with the divine. 
    This season, our music ministry was especially enriched by several major works. The Sanctuary Choir 
presented Benjamin Britten�s Rejoice in the Lamb�a challenging and expressive work that added profound 
depth to our Lenten reflections. Last week they  also joined voices with the interdenominational community 
choir to present a glorious performance of Mozart�s Coronation Mass, a truly triumphant celebration of 
Eastertide. 
    These performances required countless extra rehearsals, careful preparation, and a spirit of collaboration 
and excellence. Each choir member brought not only their skill, but also their heart for worship and service. 
    To every singer and ringer and especially to organist Molly Patrick: thank you for your devotion, your 
musical gifts, and your joyful presence. Your contributions to our  
worship life and our community are a blessing beyond measure. 
    Please join us in expressing your appreciation ether personally or  
through a note or email to these dedicated individuals, who continue  
to inspire and uplift us all through the power of sacred music. 
 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH SANCTUARY CHOIR 

Jan Harrington, conductor 
Molly Patrick, organist and rehearsal accompanist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH HANDBELL CHOIR 

Molly Patrick, director 
 

Joanie Breeden   Cheryl  Engber   Sharon Goins 
Carmie Hamilton   Gale Hill   Peggy Stafford   Joanne Weddle 

  Page 3                        The Christian Visitor        



Page 4                        Vol. 67, no. 5           

In Our Prayers�  
 

We offer prayers for Amy Lynn who will undergo surgery on May 12.  
 

We offer our sympathy and prayers for Colleen Kuhn and family upon the death of her 
mother, Margy Gray on April 21. A funeral service was held in Indianapolis on April 

26. You may send your support and condolences to Colleen Kuhn at 5209 East Lentz Road in     
Bloomington, IN 47408.  
 

We offer continued prayers for Holly Biddle as she begins cancer treatment. Cards and notes of 
encouragement and well wishes can be sent to Holly at 9456 N. Ingram Rd., Solsberry, Ind., 
47459. 
 

May God bring comfort and healing to all who grieve these losses.  

May 18 is Graduation Sunday! 
 

Join us in worship on May 18th as we  
celebrate our graduates! If you are graduating, 
and haven�t already sent your information and 
photo to Pastor Sarah Lynne, please do that 
NOW! We would like to include information in 
the worship bulletin on your degree, future plans 
and an address for cards and well wishes. Send 
that info/photo to 
sarahlynne@fccbloomington.org or to the FCC 
office at fcc@fccbloomington.org. Deadline is 
May 13! 

FCC�s Seekers 
 

    Our Seekers class has continued to meet 
as students learn about what it means to 
make a profession of faith and become a 
member of the church through baptism. On 
Pentecost Sunday, June 8, Alisdair Gershon 
and Lincoln Sinn Trulock will be baptized 
during our worship service. Please plan to 
be present to support them and welcome 
them into membership at FCC! 

Thank You Ashlyn Reynolds! 
 

      If you have been part of our Youth program in the past seven years, you know how 
  blessed FCC has been with Ashlyn Reynolds leading the program! She has spent  
  many hours on group projects, church lock-ins, trips to Holiday World, and  
  summers at camp� nurturing, listening, teaching, sharing, laughing with our kids and 
  families.  
    Join us on Sunday, May 25th, as we celebrate Ashlyn�s incredible ministry with us at FCC and wish 
her all the best as she moves toward an exciting next chapter in Indianapolis. We will celebrate her 
during worship and after with cake! And families and youth (past and present) will continue the 
celebration Sunday afternoon with a BBQ pitch-in at Scott and Jennifer Fettchenhauer�s home (RSVP 
to Pastor Sarah Lynne please). Thank you, Ashlyn!  
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Immigrant & Refugee Info-Session with Rev. Grace Kozak 
Week of Compassion's Associate Director of Immigrant and Refugee Response 
The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love 

the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.    

-Leviticus 19:34 
On June 1st, following worship, we have the opportunity to meet Week of 
Compassion's newest staff member, Rev. Grace Kozak, and learn more about 
how churches can support immigrants and refugees. Rev. Kozak will share 
information about the way recent executive orders and increased ICE presence 

has affected the immigrant community. She will go over best practices and policies church's can adopt 
to be a safer place for immigrants, and will share about the work she has been doing with Week of 
Compassion to help churches in our denomination be a witness for welcome and compassion for the 
foreigner.  

It�s Time to Register for Camp! 
 

Have you registered for summer camp? 
Don�t miss out on all of the fun! Go to 
IndianaDisciples.org and register, then let us 
know which camp you are attending. Don�t 
let anything to stand in the way of going to 
camp. We have scholarships available to 
cover part or all of camp, depending on 
need. Just contact Pastor Sarah Lynne ! 

 
 
 
 
 

July 12-15 

Thinking about attending General 
Assembly in Memphis this summer? 
There is still time to register. It�s a 
great opportunity to gather for 
worship, learning and celebration with 
our greater Disciples of Christ church 
family. Contact Pastor Kyrmen if you 
are interested in joining the FCC group 
at General Assembly this summer.  
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Thank you for all of the 
volunteers who made our 
Spring kickoff celebration 
possible. What a wonderful 

evening celebrating Spring and the kickoff of 
FCC�s Building the Realm Capital Campaign.  

You�re Invited 

The Vow Renewal of 
Lynae and Nick Mitchell 

Saturday, May 24th  
2:00 pm 

 

First Christian Church  
205 E. Kirkwood Ave. 
Bloomington, Indiana 

 

Light Refreshments to Follow.  
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MAY/JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday list! 
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Scripture Readings 
For Sunday Worship 

 

May 11 
Psalm 23 

Acts 9:36-43 
 

May 18 

Psalm 148 
Acts 11:1-18 

 

May 25 

Psalm 67 
Acts 16:9-15 

 

June 1 

Psalm 97 
Acts 16:16-34 

 

      
 
 
 

 
 
 

Attend a Small Group to Learn More 
about FCC’s Capital Campaign and 
How You Can Be Part! 
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