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Join us for Pentecost Sunday on May 19
FCC will welcome seven in membership through Baptism

Celebration following Worship

May 19 is Pentecost Sunday, the day we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus’
gathered believers. It is the birthday of the Church! What better way to celebrate than by

witnessing the expansion of our faith community?! During our worship service, six individuals

will be baptized and one will confirm his faith. As their big day approaches, please hold these

individuals in prayer:

Jude Walsh
Mia Walsh
Tate Knepper

Pacer Norris
Ben Jackson
Ethan Fletcher
Heather Ingle

Through participation in our Seekers class, study, prayer, and conversations with Pastor

Kyrmen, these individuals have determined that they are ready to claim faith in Christ as their

own and that they are ready to participate in the life
of our church as members. What a joy to welcome
them!

After worship, please plan to head to the Chapel
Gathering space to greet the new members and to

enjoy a Pentecost party!

Pentecost Special Offering Received
May 12 and 19

Your contributions support New Church Ministries!

Mark your calendars!

Join Us for
Graduation Sunday
During Worship
on

June 2nd at 10:00 am
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The Minister’s Missive
Engaging Our Vision

Dear Church,

A few years ago, FCC came together around the question, “Who are we?” An identity statement was
created. It reads:

FCC exists to share the inclusive love ‘Zf Christ through serving,

welcoming, learning, and Qﬁen‘ng spiritual connection.

Since that statement was written, FCC has survived a pandemic. It has weathered a significant
transition with the retirement of a long-time pastor and the coming of a new pastor. Some members
have died, some have moved away, and some have stopped coming to church. New members have
joined us not only in attending worship, but as participants in the life of our community and even as
leaders.

Through all these changes, the inclusive love of Christ remains at our center. The inclusive love of
Christ is the heart of who we are, what we do, and how we do it. The inclusive love of Christ is our
goal. It is our future.

As our church continues to grow and change, as we ask hard questions about the maintenance and use
of our big, old building, and as the demographics of our congregation shift, we need to keep the
inclusive love of Christ at the center of all we do. We need to converge around our identity and explore
what is means to us today. How does it inform our decisions? What does it drive us to do? How does it
call us to bold new action?

To that end, this summer, FCC will submerge itself in an experience we will call “Engaging Our
Vision.” Through the months of June and July, we will explore our identity statement in our worship
service as well as through forum discussions after worship. Through this process, we will engage what it
means to share the inclusive love of Christ in 2024 and beyond. We will examine the serving,
welcoming, learning, and connecting activities of our church, celebrating the areas where we see light
emanating, and taking a hard look at what we can do better or differently.

Friends, you don’t want to miss this. I hope you will be present in
worship as we explore the scriptures and how they inform what it means
to share the inclusive love of Christ. And I hope you will be present for
the forum conversations to share your ideas and perspectives and to hear
the viewpoints of others. This is good, holy, and timely work. It is the
work of the Church.

I look forward to engaging our vision together this summer!

Shalom,

fat 7‘{
Pastor Kyrmen 2/\”_”\
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Interactive Spirit-led Music for Peace and Healing

Led b)/ Gloria Stearns-Bruner bgfbre Worship on June 2

Join us on Sunday, June 2nd before worship as Gloria Stearns-Bruner
offers original improvisational violin music played to promote peace and
healing. You are invited to join Gloria with a variety of small percussion
instruments provided for all to use as you feel led and comfortable.
Creating music together creates a community where each voice matters.

Here is a sample of music: https://gloriasmusic.bandcamp.com/track/hope

Gloria Stearns-Bruner is a violinist, composer, music therapist, and activist creating unique ways of
expression through improvisation. Her music reflects experiences in her personal journey, in nature,
and in our society. Her wellspring is the Quaker spiritual practice of deep listening in silence and
following the leadings of the Inner Light. https://www.gloriasmusic.com

"Gloria Bruner brings integrity, compassion and deep wisdom to everything she does. We have
shared music for many years and I am always touched and moved by the depth of soul and beauty
expressed in her work. She is a heart of light in a world of many shadows, a clear-eyed midwife to a

joyous and collective rising song.“ Carrie Newcomer (Songwriter, poet, activist)

Engaging Our Vision — Summer Sermon and Forum Series

This summer, FCC will submerge itself in an experience we will call “Engaging Our Vision.” Through
the months of June and July, we will explore our identity statement in our worship service as well as
through forum discussions after worship. Through this process, we will engage what it means to share
the inclusive love of Christ in 2024 and beyond!

6/2 Engaging Our Vision: First Christian Church

6/9 Engaging Our Vision: The Inclusive Love of Christ
6/16 Engaging Our Vision: Serving

6/23 Engaging Our Vision: Welcoming

6/30 Engaging Our Vision: Learning

7/7 Engaging Our Vision: Offering Spiritual Connection
7/14 Engaging our Vision: Our Resources

7/21 Engaging Our Vision: Moving Into the Future

7/28 Engaging Our Vision: Sing and Celebrate!
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Music in This Sacred Space Alleluia! By Jan Harrington
Alleluia

—»Diaﬁ)’f-ou ever wonder what Alleluia and Amen really mean? So, “Alleluia” isn’t just for

Easter Day, as you can tell if you’ve been in church the weeks since Easter! (It’s sung in the
Introit each of the Sundays after Easter for one thing!)“Alleluia” or “hallelujah,” comes from the
Hebrew word meaning, “praise Yah,” short for Yahweh, the name approximating the mysterious
name of God. Alleluias are sung and said many times in today’s liturgies and remain prominent
throughout Eastertide. In the medieval church, alleluia was sometime “buried” on the last Sunday
before Lent (and in some modern liturgies it is never sung during the penitential seasons of
Advent and Lent to this day). Bishop William Duranti, in the thirteenth century, explained, “We
part from Alleluia as from a beloved friend, whom we embrace many times and kiss before we
leave him. At Easter, we are reunited. The alleluia rises from the ground, symbolizing Christ’s
resurrection from the tomb.” So during Eastertide this year tucked into the service you have (and
will continue to hear) alleluias sung loudly, softly, majestically, and prayerfully. With each
alleluia, we praise God for the love that is stronger than the grave, the love that raises us into
eternal life.

Amen!

So what about “Amen”? We say it a lot — at the end of prayers and when Pastor Kyrmen shouts
out “Let the People say — “Well Wikipedia has a definitive answer abbreviated here. The word is
a declaration of affirmation found in the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament and the Koran. It
is found in Jewish, Christian, and Muslim worship as a concluding word or response to prayers.
Common English translations of the word amen include "verily" and "truly". It can also be used
colloquially to express strong agreement, as in, for instance, amen to that. So how many ways do
we pronounce it? In English, the word amen has two primary pronunciations, ah-men (/
a:'méen/) or ay-men (/eI mén/), with minor additional variation in empbhasis (the two syllables
may be equally stressed instead of placing primary stress on the second). In North America the ah
-men pronunciation is used in performances of classical music, in churches with more formalized
rituals and in liberal to mainline Protestant denominations, as well as almost every Jewish
congregation, in line with modern Hebrew pronunciation. The ay-men pronunciation, a product
of the Great Vowel Shift dating to the 15th century, is associated with Irish Protestantism and
conservative Evangelical denominations generally, and is the pronunciation typically used in
gospel music. In Arabic and in the Russian Orthodox tradition the pronunciation ah-meen
(’ Amin) is used. And as we have discovered from our Amen sung prayer response for Eastertide
“amen” in the South African Xhosa dialect is Bawo! The word Amen occurs 30 times in the
Hebrew Bible, 52 times in the Synoptic Gospels and 25 in John. The use of "amen" has been
generally adopted in Christian worship as a concluding word for prayers and hymns and an
expression of strong agreement. The liturgical use of the word in apostolic times is attested by a
(Continued on page 5)
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In Our Prayers...

We offer our sympathy and prayers to Bob and Diane Thrasher and Diane's
extended family following the death of Diane's brother, Tim Jones. Tim passed on
April 16 following illness and hospitalization. He was from Linton. Cards and notes of
condolence can be sent to the Thrashers at 2 627 E. Windermere Woods Drive,
Bloomington, Ind., 47401.

We offer our sympathy and prayers to Nick and Lynae Mitchell and to Nick's extended family
following the death of his brother, Tony Mitchell. Tony passed suddenly on Friday, April 26. He
was from Bloomington. Cards and notes of condolence can be sent to the Nick and Lynae at
1200 S. Palmer Ave., Bloomington, Ind., 47401.

May God bring comfort and peace to those who grieve this loss.

Graduation Sunday is June 2
Send Information about Your Grad by May 14!

FCC will honor graduates of High School and College during worship on Sunday, June 2. If
you or your son or daughter is graduating, please let us know. We would like to have a picture
of our high school graduates along with information about their future plans. For college
graduates, please send us information of future plans as well as a post-graduation address for
cards and well wishes. Send that information to sarahlynne(@fccbloomington.org Thank you!

(Continued from page 4 “Amen!”)

passage from 1 Corinthians, and Justin Martyr (c. 150) describes the congregation as responding
"amen" to the benediction after the celebration of the Eucharist. Its introduction into the baptismal
formula of the Eastern Orthodox Church where it is pronounced after the name of each person of
the Trinity was probably later. All of Paul’s letters end with “Amen”, and “Amen” concludes the
New Testament at Rev. 22:21.

To find lots more interesting details and history of the use of the see the whole article at quoted
here at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amen . In the meantime — continue to shout out “Alleluia,
Amen” with gusto and devotion in all of our acts of worship!
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Our Sacred Place

Our new first floor bathrooms are nearing completion! In late May}{

Il

they will be open for use, and FCC will have three ADA compliant,
all-gender bathrooms on the main floor of our building. A water
bottle filling station will be located in the bathroom hallway, and

modifications are being made to the nursery. This project will make -
FCC a more hospitable, more accessible place, enabling us to provide a welcome to people of all
abilities, sizes, and gender identities.

The Capital Projects Team is considering additional accessibility projects, including a more
accessible exterior entrance. Watch for more details soon!

Speaking of our exterior, have you seen the beautiful new banners on each side of the sanctuary
entrance on Kirkwood? They are stunning! Thank you to Pastor Sarah Lynne and Ashlyn Reynolds
for sharing her artistic talents in the design of these banners. An additional banner that will hang
between the sanctuary and administrative entrances is coming soon!

As the Sacred Places and Capital Projects teams continue their work to glean additional
information about our HVAC needs, we received some good news from Sacred Places Indiana. We
have received a grant for $14,300 to pay for a mechanical and electrical feasibility study of our
HVAC system. The cost of that study is $6300. The remainder of this grant money can be applied
toward HVAC work once the feasibility study makes our next steps clearer. This is in addition to
the $250,000 matching grant for which we have qualified through Sacred Places Indiana.

At long last, the final report from our capital campaign feasibility study is complete! The results
will be shared with you in the very near future — please stand by for details!

Thank you to the hard-working folks on our Sacred Places, Capital Projects, and Property teams
who continue to lead us in stewarding our sacred place!

FCC Summer T-Shirt Order!

We are placing an order for summer t-shirts very
soon! Our Fall T’s were red, and these summer T’s
are blue and include a baseball styled shirt. Youth and
Adult sizes available. See the order form in this
newsletter for details and pictures of the shirts. Be
sure to get your order in very soon, so that we can get
hem to you to enjoy all summer long. If you are able,
a donation is appreciated to help pay for the T-shirts.
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JIINE BIRTHDAYS
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06/01 Max Fettchenhauer 5337 E. State Rd. 46 Iz ‘Bloomjngton IN 47401

06/04 Mary Alice Martin 4243 W. Lynwest Drive Bloomington IN 47404
06/07 Allen Griggs 9376 S. Harbour Pointe Dr.  Bloomington IN 47401
06/16 Sawyer Houchins 3821 S. Westmont Ave. Bloomington IN 47403
06/16 David Jackson 3693 S. Sowder Square Bloomington IN 47401
06/17 Cliff Travis 4682 E. Heritage Woods Rd. Bloomington IN 47401
06/18 Melissa Jackson 3693 S. Sowder Square Bloomington IN 47401

Please let us know wae have ]gft anyone qﬁgfthe birtbda)/ list!

Summer Camp at Bedford

Attention all FCC families! Registration is open for Indiana Disciples Summer Camps! Please
register now to ensure you receive the early-bird discount (ends May 15) and let Pastor Sarah Lynne
know your child or youth is attending. Our church is pleased to cover 50% of the camp fees for their
children or youth to attend summer camp. Please reach out to Pastor Kyrmen or Pastor Sarah Lynne

if your family needs more financial assistance. We want to ensure that everyone can attend camp!
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First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

205 E. Kirkwood Avenue
Bloomington, IN 47408

812-332-4459
fcc@fccbloomington.org
www.fcchloomington.org
Return Service Requested
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RESTORE AND REWIND ALL WHO BELIEVED WERE TOGETHER

2024 PENTECOST OFFERING m;%ﬁ%ﬁ;&_[%?é;@,ﬁ?ﬁ;‘é’”

SUNDAYS MAY 12 & MAY 19 AND GOODS AND DISTRIBUTE THE
PROCEEDS TO ALL AS ANY HAD NEED.

+ ACTS Z:44- dE

RESTORE AND
REWIND

SUNDAYS MAY 12 AND MAY 19

RESTORE AND REWIND

MINISTRY MOVEMENT IN YOUR REGION AND

NEW THE 2024 PENTECOST OFFERING 15 A SPECIAL
ﬂﬂi‘l!ﬂ' OFFERING IN SUPPORT OF THE NEW CHUI H
- THE CHRISTIAN thuker IDIECIPLES OF CH

Non-Profit Org.
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Scripture Readings
For Sunday Worship

May 12
Psalm 1

John 17:6-19

May 19
Pentecost Sunday

Matthew 3:13-17
Acts 2:1-21

May 26
Trinity Sunday

Psalm 29
John 3:1-17
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