
 

 

 

Building the Realm 
Join Us as We Plan and Prepare for the Future at FCC 

    

    Our Building the Realm capital campaign continues as members, friends, neighbors, and 
community partners make gifts and pledges to support the work of First Christian Church. We have 
now raised over $591,000, or 91%, of our $650,000 goal! While that is cause to celebrate, our work 
is not done. If you have not yet received a Building the Realm campaign packet (a large, unmistakably 
GREEN envelope), chances are that a gift ambassador has been trying to reach you by phone or email. 
Please do get back to them and arrange a time to receive your campaign packet. 
    Our goal is for 100% participation in the campaign. We want to see every member and friend of 
our congregation contribute in some way. While there is a great range in the ability of each household 
to give, it is our hope that everyone will choose to give something, even if the contribution feels 
modest. Every dollar counts! Meanwhile, as our fundraising continues. . . 
    Our capital projects team has received official bids for the projects to be completed in our building! 
Our application to Sacred Places Indiana for the release of our first disbursement of grant funds has 
been submitted. We are on track for work to begin this summer, and, if all goes to plan, for the 
projects to be completed by the end of 2025! FCC is blessed with amazing leaders who are making 
great things happen! 
 

  Summertime at FCC 
 

    As we roll in to summer, let�s remember to stay connected 
with our FCC family. One way that you can do this is by 
sending a card to one of our campers (page 4) or recent 
graduates (page 5-6). Or perhaps you�d like to help with the 
Welcome Table Breakfast as some volunteers may be taking 
vacation. Maybe you�ll be interested in a new opportunity as 
you read through this newsletter (check out page 2), or 
maybe you want to learn to sing (contact Jan Harrington). 
Summer is a good time to connect with one another and also 
to consider what new things you might want to try� but 
don�t forget to enjoy the sunshine and have some fun too!  
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Dear Church, 
 

    Since my arrival at FCC almost three years ago (can you believe it�s been three years already?!), I 
have had a desire to lead our church in developing a worship experience that would welcome more folks 
into the life of our faith community. I am thrilled to announce that this worship opportunity will debut 
at FCC in September! 
 

     The Upper Room will meet in the Great Hall on Sunday evenings at 5:00 p.m. Participants will 
gather in an informal environment, seated around tables, for an intergenerational, engaging, and 
interactive worship experience. We will sing contemporary music from a variety of genres, read 
scripture, share our prayers with one another, and celebrate the Lord�s Supper. Some weeks, we will 
hear a traditional sermon, while other weeks we will have a discussion with those around the table, 
work on an on-site mission project, or engage in creative or artistic activities.  
 

    This service will be a space for those who have a deep faith in Christ as well as for those who are at 
the beginning of their faith journey. It is my hope that this space will also be a safe place for those who 
may have experienced hurt in a church in the past or who have disengaged from church life. The Upper 
Room will be a safe place for a fresh entry into congregational life.  
 

    Why do I feel this alternative worship experience is so desperately needed? Now more than ever, in 
this season in which injustice is on the rise, people are looking for hope. People are looking for 
community. We need to know that we are not alone. We need to know that God�s love and presence 
are true.  FCC�s message of God�s inclusive love for all people coupled with our commitment to serving 
our neighbors has the potential to resonate with so many searching people! However, we have to 
present that hope-filled truth in an accessible package. 
 

    Our traditional, Sunday morning worship service is amazing! We have top-tier music and an 
outstanding liturgy offered in a gorgeous sanctuary that, to most of us, feels like holy ground. But the 
reality is that, for those who did not grow up in traditional church, our way of worshiping can feel 
inaccessible. And for those who were hurt or rejected by traditional churches, coming into a service like 
ours can be painful. The Upper Room will offer those who are reaching for the inclusive love of Christ 
an alternative environment in which to encounter that love.  Through the Upper Room, FCC will 
welcome people into our community of faith who may never otherwise find us. 
So, how can you support the Upper Room? 
    First, talk about this new offering! Tell your neighbors, your co-workers, 
and your friends about this new opportunity. The Upper Room planning team 
(Haley Norris, Laurie Counsel, Brett Gershon, Kate Myers, and Maya Norris) 
are discussing ways to promote this new experience in the Bloomington 
community. Please share with us your creative ideas about how to get the word 
out! 
 

(Minister�s Missive continued on page 3) 

 

The Minister�s Missive 
 

Introducing� The Upper Room! 
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(Minister�s Missive continued from page 2) 
 

    Second, come and check it out! The Upper Room is not intended to �steal� people from the 
Sunday morning worship service; those who find resonance with our traditional worship service 
will continue to do so. But there is also a reality of needing a �critical mass� of attenders to get 
something new started. As we get this experience off the ground, we will need some folks who 
are committed to show up on Sunday evenings to help us have a strong start. 
    Third, watch for upcoming communications about needs for this service. We will soon be 
looking for a musician/song leader � you can help us spread the word! There are also some 
material items we will be collecting for the Upper Room. Step up to meet these needs as they 
arise. 
Fourth, start praying for the Upper Room. Pray for the planning team and for me as we prepare. 
Pray for the worshipers who will find a connection to Christ through this new expression at 
FCC. 
I am so excited to see what lies ahead for our church as we invite the Spirit to be among us in a 
fresh, new way! May the Upper Room become a space where we build the Realm of God! 
 

Shalom, 

 
Pastor Kyrmen 

FCC Group  Prepares for  
General Assembly in July 

 

    FCC will be represented at General 
Assembly in Memphis, July 12-15. The group 
includes Lynae Mitchell, Crystal Hammon, 
Jennifer Fettchenhauer, Jude Rea-Hedrick, 
Linda Abe, Pastor Sarah Lynne Gershon and 
Pastor Kyrmen Rea. Voting delegates for FCC 
include Crystal Hammon, Jennifer 
Fettchenhauer and Jude Rea-Hedrick. Pastors 
Sarah Lynne Gershon and Kyrmen Rea will also 
vote.  
    Please keep our group in your  
prayers as they travel, learn,  
worship and do the work of the  
Greater Church at General Assembly.  
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In Our Prayers�  
 

   Please pray for Joanne Weddle 
and her family as they mourn the 
passing of Jo's grandson, Dan 

Hartley who passed on May 14. Services for 
Dan were held on May 25th. Cards and notes 
of condolence can be sent to Jo at 5390 W. 
Shadybrook Drive, Bloomington, Ind., 47401. 
May God bring comfort and healing to all who 
grieve this loss.  
 

    Continued prayer is appreciated for Holly 
Biddle and her family as she continues 
treatment for cancer. Cards and notes of 
encouragement can be sent to Holly at  9456 
N. Ingram Rd., Solsberry, Ind., 47459. 
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Men�s Health? 

It�s not Fight Club, so we can talk about it!  
June is when we celebrate the dads in our lives. Your loved ones want you to be healthy. Join 

FCC�s Faith Community Nurse (Lynae Mitchell) in the Fireside Study following worship on June 
29th for a focused discussion about men�s health. Bring your questions. 

 

Send Well Wishes to Our Campers this Summer  
 

Summertime is here, and that means it�s time for kids to head to Camp Bedford for some 
memory-making fun! If you would like to add to their fun, consider sending a card or note with 
wishes for a great camp experience! Below you will find information on who is attending which 
camp, along with the camp address. Try to get your notes in the mail the week before camp 
begins to assure they will receive it while they are at camp. Thank you for caring for our campers 
this summer! 
 
Middle School Campers (June 16-21)   High School Campers (June 30-July 1) 

Alasdair Gershon      Pacer Norris 
       Claire Johann (It�s Claire�s last summer for camp) 
Beginnings Camp (July 21-23) 

Iver Gershon  

Camp Address:  
Camp Bedford  
attn: __________ 
33 Church Camp Rd 
Bedford, IN 47421 
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FCC�s High School Graduates 
 

David Jackson 
 

David Jackson will be graduating from Bloomington High 
School South.  He is a four year participant in both the cross 
country and the track and field team and a four year captain 
of the 2025 league champion Panther Hoops team, Flight 
Basketball.  David participated in DECA (a business club) all 
four years, progressing to the State Competition four times 
and the International Competition in Orlando twice.  David 
will be attending the Indiana University  
Kelley School of Business this Fall, where he will major in 
Economic Consulting.  His current goal is to obtain a Ph.D. 
in Economics. Cards and well wishes can be sent to David at 
3693 S. Sowder Square, Bloomington, IN 47401.  
 

 

Claire Johann 
 

Claire is graduating from Bloomington High School 
South. She will be receiving an academic honors 
diploma and is a member of the National Honor 
Society.  She has had multiple projects shown in local art 
fairs. Claire will be attending Purdue University in the 
Fall to major in Professional Flight Technology. Cards 
and well wishes can be sent to Claire at 3057 E. Chase 
Lane, Bloomington, IN 47401.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Congratulations Grads! 
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FCC�S College Graduates 
 

Nathan Allen 
 

Nathan, our Director of Online Worship, is graduating with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Audio Engineering and Sound Production from the IU Jacobs School of Music.  He will be 
moving to Chicago in mid-July to work as a recording engineer and make music with his 
friends. Cards and well wishes can be sent to Nathan at 127 North Jefferson St., 
Bloomington, IN 47408.  
 
Jinpeng Jiang  
 

Jinpeng is graduating with a Bachelor of Music in Vocal Performance from the IU Jacobs 
School of Music. Jinpeng has been our tenor choral scholar since September 2024. He has 
been accepted to continue studies at the IU Jacobs School next year to pursue a Masters  
Degree in Vocal Performance and is also auditioning for apprenticeship programs in Europe 
as he continues his career path. 
 
Lauren Johann 
 

Lauren graduated the University of Indianapolis last December. She got her degree in 
psychology with a pre-Occupational Therapy concentration. She also graduated with an 
honors concentration and an undergraduate certificate in aging studies. During  her time at 
the University of Indianapolis, Lauren was a part of the UINDY College Mentors for Kids 
and received Mentor of the Year for her chapter for the 2023/24 school year. Lauren is going 
to attend Indiana State University in order to attain her Masters in Occupational Therapy. 
Cards and well wishes can be sent to Lauren at 3057 E Chase Lane, Bloomington, IN 47401. 
 
Olivia Walsh 
 

Olivia Walsh is graduating from Rhodes College this month, with a double major in         
Religious Studies and Spanish. Cards and well wishes can be sent to Olivia at 3006 S. Olcott 
Blvd., Bloomington, IN 47401. 
 
 
 

     
           Congratulations Graduates! 
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JUNE/EARLY JULY BIRTHDAYS 

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday list! 

Save The Date! 
 

Join your FCC Family for  
Bloomington PrideFest on August 2 

 

Consider volunteering at our tent!  
Look for more details in our Wednesday�s Midweek 

Messenger email, bulletin announcements,  
and July�s newsletter. 
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Scripture Readings 
For Sunday Worship 

 

June 8 
Pentecost Sunday 

Romans 8:14-17 
Acts 2:1-21 

 

June 15 

A Special Service of  
Scripture and Testimony 

 

June 22 

Psalm 22:19-28 
Luke 8:26-39 

 

June 29 

Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
Luke 9:51-62 

 

      
 
 
 

 
 
 

Learn More about 
FCC’s Capital Campaign 

and How You Can Be Part! 
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