
 

 

First Christian Church exists to share the Inclusive Love of Christ through 

Serving, Welcoming, Learning and Offering Spiritual Connection. 

 

Engaging Our Vision - Summer Sermon and Forum Series 
Join us as we Explore What it Means to Share the Inclusive Love of Christ! 

 

    This summer, FCC is immersing itself in an experience we are calling �Engaging Our Vision.� 
Through the months of June and July, we will explore our identity statement in our worship service 
as well as through forum discussions after worship. Through this process, we will engage in what it 
means to share the inclusive love of Christ in 2024 and beyond! 
    We kicked off this journey on June 2nd with Pastor Kyrmen�s message during worship. If you were 
not able to join us in worship, remember that you can still watch that service online by going to our 
website www.fccbloomington.org. In her message, she began our focus on FCC�s Identity Statement:  
 
 
 

 
    As we explore this statement through the months of June and July, we will ask ourselves what it 
means for FCC to �share the inclusive love of Christ� right now.  This important work will help guide 
us in the months and years ahead. So, please plan to join your FCC family this summer for as much of 
the series as you are available. And remember to watch online when you can�t be with us in person. 

 

Share Your Reflections on FCC�s Identity Statement 
 

    Our Faith Formation commission will be inviting congregants to participate in a short video by 
answering a couple of questions relating to our identity statement. Filming will take place a few 
Sundays in June and July in the Fireside study before worship.  
    Crystal Hammon will edit the short interviews, creating a video to share in July at an all-church 
celebration. The video will feature our reflections on our shared identity at FCC 
and how we see   that mission lived out in our church and in our own lives. Please 
take the time to volunteer to be filmed! First Christian Church is made of the 
people who have committed to follow Jesus together in this community. That's 
you! We all need to hear each other's voices as we live into our call to share 
Christ's inclusive love.  
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Dear Church, 
 

    Lately, I�ve been turning frequently to my favorite passage of scripture, Philippians 4:4-8 (NRSVue): 
 

�Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 

near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 

your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
     Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 

whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of 

praise, think about these things.� 
 

    Like you, I find plenty in life about which to be anxious. There are worries about our nation and its 
political division, worries about violence that is engulfing so much of the world and to which there is no 
obvious resolution. I experience anxiety about the well-being of my young adult kids and my elderly parents, 
as well as the day-to-day concerns that come with home ownership and responsibility. And all that is before 
we even begin to take into account the anxieties that are part of leading a church. 
    When I�m feeling anxious, I turn to the verses above which remind me that in all things, I can make my 
needs known to God. The reason for this is not that God doesn�t already know what�s bothering me or 
doesn�t already know what I need. God does not need me to keep her informed! But speaking my anxieties 
and my needs to God reminds me that I am not alone and that I never was. I don�t have to figure it all out. In 
fact, if I will remember to couple those needs with gratitude for God�s presence and the blessings in my life, 
I will find peace even in the midst of trouble � a peace that comes even when the circumstances around me 
haven�t really changed. It is a peace that is greater than my circumstances. 
    In times of anxiety, turns out there is actually quite a lot we can do to seek peace. Staring at what is 
making us anxious is unlikely to be helpful. Instead, Paul suggests focusing on what is true, honorable, 
pleasing, and commendable. If we focus on strengths and possibilities, if we take stock of resources and turn 
our eyes toward healing instead of staring at hurt, we begin to believe that healing is possible. I am not 
suggesting that we ignore problems that need our attention. But I am suggesting that when we feel 
overwhelmed by our cares, it may be that the healthiest thing we can do is look away from them long enough 
to remember that our troubles are not all we have. As we let our minds dwell on that which is hope-filled, 
we may find ourselves becoming hope-filled. We have new strength and energy to navigate the complexities 
of our lives. 
    Are you in an anxious season? Or just finding that there are days the world feels heavy? Let me encourage 
you to name your needs before God. Have a heart to heart with the Parent who enfolds you in loving arms 
and listens to each word. And then, look away from those troubles for a while. Spend some time in 
gratitude, and think about what is true, honorable, just, pure, pleasing, and commendable. Allow your 
perspective to be refreshed and your hope to be restored. Let God gift you with the hope God longs to 
share. When we practice these things, we will know the peace of God that surpasses understanding. 
   

Shalom, 

 
Pastor Kyrmen 

 

The Minister�s Missive 
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MUSIC NOTES 

RECOGNITION OF THE HANDBELL CHOIR 
 

        We would like to acknowledge and recognize the contribution of our bell choir 
members to the worship experience at First Christian and thank them for their committed 
service this season. Eavesdropping on one of the joyous rehearsals, expertly led by Shayla Van 
Hal with its fun and sometimes hilarious camaraderie combined with careful attention to the 
discipline of musical detail, reveals the value of sharing in a likeminded task and collaboration 
to bring beauty and inspiration to the congregation. In a bell choir each individual has a 
responsibility to play their assigned notes which then must combine with the work of the 
others to create a unified result. Last Sunday�s (June 2) beautiful postlude was a great example 
of the result of this shared task, consistent dedication, and a tribute to Shayla�s leadership. 
 

    The players are listed below not in alphabetical order this time, but in the order of size of 
bells they played Sunday from the tiny highest ones to the low bass bells. 
 

Members of the First Christian Church Handbell Choir 
Shayla Van Hal, director 

 

Sharon Goins    Joanie Breeden    Carmie Hamilton    JoAnne Weddle 
Gale Hill           Cheryl Engber          Peggy Stafford 
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 In Our Prayers�  
 

     We offer our sympathy and prayers to the family of Nancy Heimer. Nancy passed away on 
 Friday, May 17. Cards and notes of condolence can be sent to the Heimer family in care of 
Nancy's daughter Lucy Heimer at 6322 Inner Drive, Madison, Wisc., 53705. A Celebration of Life 
service will be scheduled at FCC later this year. Information will be shared as it becomes available. 
 

    We offer our sympathy and prayers to the family of Janet Rowland. Janet passed away on May 22. 
A private service for family will be held on June 15. Cards and notes of condolence can be sent to 
Janet's family in care of her daughter Amy McDonald at 7403 W. River Rd., Hayward, Wisc., 54843.  
 

    We offer our sympathy and prayers to the Dan and Sharon Goins as they mourn the loss of Dan's 
brother Dennis. Dennis was one of four brothers in Dan's family. He had been battling health 
concerns at the time of his death. Cards and notes of condolence can be sent to Dan and Sharon at 60 
Bailliere Dr., Martinsville, Ind., 46151.  
 

May God bring comfort and peace to those who grieve these losses.  



Send Cards to our Campers and Camp Counselors!  
 

    Getting cards at our Disciples summer camp is a fun experience, not only because campers see 
that their church family is thinking of them, but because mail-delivery at camp is a song-filled 
exciting moment during the kids� and youths� time there. And here at FCC, not only do we have 
campers but many of our former campers are now camp counselors! Please send well wishes with 
postcards in the mail for our campers and camp counselors!  

 

The address for camp is 33 Church Camp Rd, Bedford, IN 47421  
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New Beginnings June 12-14, 2024 
Iver Gershon 
Claire Johann (camp counselor) 
 

Explorers Camp June 24-29, 2024 
Alasdair Gershon 
Haley Norris (camp counselor) 
Henry Street (camp counselor) 
Claire Johann (camp counselor) 

High School Camp July 1-6, 2024 
Claire Johan 
Maya Norris 
Haley Norris (camp counselor) 
Henry Street (camp counselor) 
Kate Meyers (camp counselor) 
Jonathan Enari (camp counselor) 
 

Middle School Camp July 8-13, 2024 
Pacer Norris 

 Disciples� Men�s Group Welcomes Newcomers! 
 

    It's been almost a year and a half since a Disciples' Men's  
group began (again) at FCC. We started near the beginning  
of  Lent in 2023 meeting initially at the Graduate Hotel just  
across the street. That didn't work too well, then David  
Garshaw (once the head of Men's work for the DOC  
denomination!) suggested a location which has been a brilliant  
choice! We meet just inside the Kroger at College Mall near  
Starbucks around the tables available there for visiting and  
eating. It gives the guys many choices: buy at Starbucks, elsewhere in the store, bring from home, or 
just come without anything!  
    That's kind of like our meetings: no specific agenda or discussion items, no particular leader, and no 
specific ending time (though we gather right around 8:00 am each Wednesday!) We might discuss 
sports, church, current events in the world or community. We're not specifically a "support group," 
but we DO support each member and want to know what's going on in their lives. We have a faithful 
few (usually 5-10 gather), but are always open to newcomers.  Try it, you may like it. One day 
almost by accident we proved like a "Chaplain" to a Kroger staff member who unburdened a concern. 
But we're not "churchy", not particularly "religious," but can spin tales on almost any subject at a 
moment's notice. We like each other, and we like the group.   We are "open and inclusive," so please 
join! -Tim Jessen  



FCC�s High School Grads! 

 
Maya Norris 
Maya Norris graduated from Edgewood High School. She 
graduated as a member of the National Honor Society, and 
was a member of the varsity soccer team, cheer team, and 
two advanced show choir groups. Maya plans to go  
to IU Bloomington to study Kinesiology. You can send 
congratulations to her at 3194 N. Dahlia Lane, Blooming-
ton, IN 47404. 

 
Lilly Sinn Trulock  
Lilly Sinn Trulock graduated from Castle High School in 
Newburgh, IN with an Academic Honors diploma.  
She will be attending IU and was awarded a Provost Schol-
arship. She enjoyed French class and club and is traveling to 
France this week with many of her classmates. Cards and 
Congratulatory notes can be sent to Lilly at 2807 N. Slopes 
Dr., Bloomington, IN 47408. 
 

FCC�s College and Graduate School Graduates! 
 

Tiara Abraham 
Tiara Thankam Abraham graduated with her Master�s of Music (Voice) from IU Jacobs 
School of Music. She was also invited to sing the National Anthem and Alma Mater song for 
the undergrad commencement on May 4th. Tiara is the youngest grad student in Jacobs and 
IU Bloomington to graduate at 18 and to be admitted to a doctoral degree program! After 
receiving multiple school offers, it was a tough choice, but she finally decided to pursue her 
Doctor of Music (Voice) at Jacobs School of Music. We are delighted that Tiara and Taji will 
be here for 3 to 4 more years enjoying the fellowship, love and support of FCC members! 
Cards may be sent to to 9 Tramonti Ct., Sacramento, CA 95835 or 3429 S. Kennedy Dr., 
Bloomington, IN 47401. 

(Continued on other side) 



Colin Anderson  
Colin graduated with a Performers Diploma in Vocal Performance from the IU Jacobs 
School of Music.  Colin has been a valuable baritone in the FCC choir for the past three 
years. He and his wife Kayla, who is working on a Masters of Arts in Musicology, will be 
remaining in Bloomington this coming year.  Cards may be sent to Colin at 3400 S. Sare 
Rd. Apt 1203, Bloomington, IN 47401.  
 

Sarah Lynne Gershon 
Pastor Sarah Lynne graduated summa cum laude from Christian Theological Seminary with 
Master�s of Divinity and Master�s of Theology degrees and was awarded the Rev. William 
�Bill� R. Duffy Theology Prize as a recognition of excellence in systematic theology. She 
plans to continue as Associate Minister at FCC. Cards may be sent to: 7210 W. Dinsmore 
Rd., Bloomington, IN 47403. 
 

Ashley Stafford King 
Andy & Peggy Stafford�s daughter, Ashley Stafford King, has graduated with a Master�s  
Degree in Child Life Specialty from Bank Street Graduate School of Education. Ashley plans 
to pursue a job working in healthcare as a Certified Child Life Specialist. She currently  
resides in New York City. Cards and notes of congratulations can be sent to Ashley at 583 W. 
215th St., Apt. B9, New York, NY, 10034. 
 

Kate Grace Myers  
Kate earned a Master's in Social Work from the University of Chicago. During her studies 
she was very fortunate to live at the Disciples Divinity House (which our offerings to the 
DOC support), where she has made lifelong friends and connections. For the next couple 
of years Kate will be working as a therapist in pursuit of full licensure. 
Cards may be sent to: 
1156 E. 57th Street 
Chicago, IL 60637-1536 
 

Alexander Trippel 
Alexander received his Bachelor of Science in physics from IU and graduated with high dis-
tinction. He has worked hard in his studies along with continuing to volunteer occasionally 
in Children�s Worship at FCC. After graduation, Alexander is looking forward to a restful 
summer before going on to get his teaching certificate from IU. Cards may be  
sent to 1497 E. Commander Ct, Bloomington, IN 47401. 
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Welcome New Member Touissant Deshommes! 
 

We welcome Touissant Deshommes who comes by transfer of membership.  
Touissant is new to Bloomington, having moved here from Florida, and has  
been worshiping with us since his arrival. He works as a certified medical  
assistant and provides in-home healthcare for Comfort Keeper. Touissant is  
the proud father of a 23-year-old daughter and a 17-year-old son.  
 

Be sure to introduce yourself to him and  

welcome him to our faith family! 

Donations Accepted for Welcome Table Breakfast! 
 

         Since First Christian Church started offering The Welcome Table  
     breakfast, the number of diners has grown from between 50-70 people to 
     around 100 people each week! If you would like to support The Welcome 
Table, but aren�t able to volunteer, you can help out by adding some extra groceries to your cart    
(or pick up order) each week and dropping them off at the church! Below are items we can accept for 
the breakfast:  
Non-perishables can be dropped off in the bin by the Fireside study. We can accept: 
Cereal, Sandwich Bread, Boxes of individual portioned Instant Oatmeal, Pop-Tarts, Peanut Butter, 
Jelly or Jam, Ground Coffee, and Tea 
 If you would like to donate perishable items. Please contact Pastor Sarah Lynne, or 
bring them to the Great Hall on Sunday morning. We can accept: Milk (regular and 
chocolate), Orange Juice, Hard Boiled Eggs, Sliced Cheese, Sandwich Meat, Mandarin Oranges, and 
Bananas 
We can also use more spoons and coffee mugs. If you�ve got more than you need, please drop 
them off at church, during office hours (Mon-Thurs 9-4pm) or bring them on Sunday morning to the 
Great Hall.  
 

Volunteer with our Children 
 

    Children�s Worship is on break for the summer, but September will come sooner than you expect, 
so now is the perfect time to consider volunteering in our Children�s sanctuary. Our children need 
more youth and adult volunteers who are willing to talk to them about Jesus, play a little, read the 
bible and pray with them each Sunday during the sermon. Please reach out to Pastor Sarah Lynne if 
you have any interest in volunteering.  



Our Sacred Place 
 

    Our new first floor bathrooms are nearing completion! While we 
had hoped they would be ready for use in late May, we are waiting 
for a few items that are on backorder. We expect all work to be 
complete by mid-to-late June.  The final result will be three ADA 
compliant, all-gender bathrooms, a water bottle filling station, and a 
modified nursery. This project will make FCC a more hospitable, 

more accessible place, enabling us to provide a welcome to people of all abilities, sizes, and gender 
identities. 
    Hopefully by now you have seen the beautiful new banners on each side of the sanctuary entrance 
on Kirkwood. An additional new banner has now been hung between the sanctuary and administrative 
entrances. Our new banners are bright and beautiful and proclaim that FCC is a church that welcomes 
everyone!  
    The contract has been signed with a mechanical engineering vendor to do a full evaluation of our 
HVAC system so that we can make good decisions about next steps. We are grateful to have received 
grant money to cover this expense and will share with the congregation as results of that evaluation 
become available. 
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Support the Summer Forum Fellowship Table!  
 

          Last year, we decided to move from asking small 
      groups to sign up to bring food to fellowship hour 
      and instead ask congregants to bring food each week 
      based on the first letter of their last name. As we are 
      encouraging everyone to stay after church to reflect 
      on our mission and identity, now is a great time to 
      get in the habit of bringing some finger food to 
share       at fellowship hour.  
 

1st week of the month: A-E Last Names 
2nd week of the month: F-J Last Names 
3rd week of the month: K-R Last Names 
4th week of the month: S-Z Last Names 
For 5th Sundays, the church will purchase donuts.  
 

Of course you are welcome to bring food on any Sunday, but please try and bring something if you 
will be enjoying the fellowship food table on the day your last name is assigned. Purchased food is just 
as welcome as homemade!  
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JULY BIRTHDAYS 

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday list! 
 

Updated FCC Directories Available! 
 

Updated FCC directories are available. Check your Wednesday �Mid-Week Messenger� email 
for a downloadable pdf. If you would like a hardcopy and do not have access to a printer, you 
will find a few hardcopies available on the reception desk at FCC, please take one home with 
you or call the FCC office to have one mailed to your home.  

Thank you for your help in updating our files and this directory.  
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Scripture Readings 
For Sunday Worship 

 

June 9 
Isaiah 56:1-8 
Mark 6:30-44 

 

June 16 

Psalm 37:1-7a 

John 13:1-17 
 

June 23 

Psalm 23 
Romans 13:9-17 

 

June 30 

Psalm 119:105-112 
John 8:12 

 

Join us during June and July as we 

explore what it means to  

�Share the inclusive Love of Christ� 

 with our sermon & forum series.  
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