
 

 

 

             Christmas in July!  
 Craft Gathering for the Advent Market 

             Wednesday July 31, 6-8pm  
 

        Kick start some crafts for the 2024 Advent Market and get a taste 
    of Christmas on Wednesday, July 31. We will be gathering for a  
    potluck and to craft from 6:00-8:00 pm. Children are welcome to 
          come with a craft they love or decorate Christmas cookies to take  
   home. Please bring a dish to share, but keep in mind that we will be using 
the Chapel Gathering Space and do not plan to run the Great Hall dishwasher, so please plan to take 
your dish home to clean. We may be pretending it's Christmas, but it's still July so cold foods and 
finger foods are a great potluck option!  
    Contact Pastor Sarah Lynne at sarahlynne@fccbloomington.org if you have any questions. Note 
that crafts do not need to be Christmas themed. We will be collecting items for the Advent Market 
that would make nice Christmas gifts. Join us! 
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Save The Date! 
 

FCC�s Annual  

All Church Picnic  

and Pie Contest! 
 

Sunday, September 1  

of Labor Day Weekend 

Check out our new main floor bathrooms! 
� and did you know we also have a new water bottle filler?  
  (read about these improvements on pg. 3) 



 

 

Dear Church, 
 

    As a part of our �Engaging Our Vision� series, last Sunday we considered what it means to offer spiritual 
connection. We recalled that, in the earliest church, followers of Jesus devoted not only their hearts, but also 
their time to building up the community. These early Christians ate, prayed, worshiped, and learned in one 
another�s company. They even sold their possessions and shared the proceeds with the rest of the congregation so 
that everyone�s needs were met. This way of building and sharing community stands as a model for today�s 
church � this is the spiritual connection for which we are to strive. 
    The early church was an incredibly diverse and complex body. On the day of Pentecost, after the coming of the 
Holy Spirit, 3,000 believers were baptized! They were folks from all over the world � folks who had their own 
customs, dialects, and even languages. They did not eat the same kinds of foods or wear the same kinds of clothes. 
Yet, they came together to live out an ethic of love and to practice compassion with their neighbors. And just 
when they had begun to figure out how it might all work, the community would change, for new members were 
constantly being added and bringing their differences too. The community was becoming more multi-textured, 
more complex, and more diverse.  
    We need something stronger than sameness around which to build real community. Common interests will not 
move us toward living out an ethic of love. How hard do you find it to love people who are just like you? After 
all, as far as we are concerned, those folks have good taste, vote for the right candidates, laugh at the right jokes, 
serve the best meals, and have well-formed opinions. Why wouldn�t we love them? But loving across differences 
presents a challenge. Loving across differences stretches us to extend the kind of love Christ extends. This is love 
that pushes us to give up having our own way. It�s love that sacrifices for the sake of another. It�s love that 
extends grace when we are wronged. It�s love that moves us to repent when we are wrong.  
    Here at FCC, there are some among us who have deep relationships within the congregation. But there are 
many who do not have that sense of connection. There are many among us who have never eaten in the home of 
another church member or shared a meal at a restaurant. There are many who, when we are sick, do not feel 
close enough to others in the church to call and ask for a meal or for an errand to be run. There are many who do 
not feel connected enough to ask another church member to pray for or with them. There are many among us 
who spend our evenings alone, siloed in our own homes, feeling disconnected and isolated when it may be true 
that the person sitting next to us in the pew is going to go home and do the very same thing. 
    Church, this is not the life for which we were intended. We were made to experience and to share the 
inclusive love of Christ, and it is not something we can do alone. As a whole church, in small groups, and as 
individuals, we need to come together around shared meals. We need to work side-by-side, we need to get to 
know one another, being open to the ways in which we are different and making rooms for new ways of doing 
things. We need to learn that it is not only okay, but very good to ask one another for help when it is needed � a 
ride to the doctor�s office, some company while we are recuperating from surgery, a casserole when grief has 
stolen our energy. We need to reach out to one another with transparency to give and receive support and to 
uphold one another in prayer. This life of sharing, this life of compassion, this life where loneliness is choked off 
by love is the life God calls us to. It�s the life for which we were made. 
    May we open our imaginations to new possibilities. May we accept the risk of being vulnerable, reaching out to 
others and trusting that they will reach back.  
 

  Shalom, 
 

Pastor Kyrmen 

 

The Minister�s Missive 
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In Our Prayers�  
 

    We offer our sympathy and prayers to Debbie White and her family as they mourn the loss of 
Debbie�s Sister Jeanne Wilson. A graveside service was held earlier this week in Texas. Cards and 
notes of condolence can be sent to Debbie at 1006 S. Hill Ct., Bloomington, 47401.  
 

May God bring comfort and peace to those who grieve this loss.  
 

We also offer prayers for Natalie Garshaw as she continues her journey with cancer and now faces a terminal 
prognosis. Cards and notes of support can be sent to Natalie at 3740 N. Russell Road, Bloomington, 47408.  

Our Sacred Place 
 

    The custom doors for the new all-gender, ADA compliant 
bathrooms on the main floor have finally been delivered and 
installed! We expect the new bathrooms to be in use this weekend! 
You can also stop in the hallway outside the bathrooms and fill up 
your new FCC water bottle at the water-bottle filling station that 
has been installed! 
    The capital projects team is searching for funding for a new, exciting project � an accessible door off 
the north alley, leading into the Chapel Gathering space. The new door will have a keypad and will be 
automated for those in wheelchairs or who have mobility limitations. A drop off zone will be located at 
this door enabling congregants to be dropped off here on Sunday mornings. Some grant possibilities 
have been identified � we�ll keep you informed as this project progresses. 
 

The results of the capital campaign feasibility study are in! The report is available here:  
https://mcusercontent.com/d8cfef07c74c877422a420748/files/c49c8963-10c1-c581-d153-
2ffbaa61f353/FCCBloomington_FeasibilityStudy_FINALReport_30April2024.pdf.  
 

    Please plan to come to the forum which will be held after worship on Sunday, July 14, as the Sacred 
Places Team reviews the study results. There will be time for the team to address your questions about 
the report and how we are beginning to act on its findings.  
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Hey! Did you hear about the FCC All-Church Picnic on 
Sunday, September 1st? Pie contest too! DON�T miss 
that one! It�s always a great time!  



               MUSIC NEWSLETTER � Some hints to navigate a hymn 
 

        Sometimes the musical instructions in a new hymn may make it difficult to navigate 
   your way through it � finding words for repeating, or new verses, etc.  Here is 
a glossary to help you find your way through the score.  
    Most traditional hymns are easy to follow. The verses are numbered and the words and music follow 
a simple through composed pattern � you simply sing the first (top) line to the end, and then verse 2 
(the second line) to the end, etc: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Many recent hymns require a little more information to navigate through the piece. Repeat signs in 
music  
notation indicate that a section of music should be repeated. Here�s how they work: 
 

1. **Single repeat sign**   
-A single repeat sign  at the end of a measure indicates that you should repeat from the 
beginning of the piece or from the previous repeat sign. 

 
 

2. **Double Repeat Signs**: 
- A pair of repeat signs (: :), one at the start and one at the end of a section, indicate that the 
section between these signs should be repeated. 
 
 

3. **First and Second Endings**: 
 - Sometimes, repeat sections will have different endings. The first ending is marked with a 
 bracket and a number 1 (1st ending), and the second ending with a bracket and a number 2 
 (2nd ending). Play the first ending, then repeat the section, skip the first ending on the repeat, 
 and play the second ending instead. 

 

(Continued on page 5 and 6) 
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(Continued from page 4 Music article) 
 

4 **Fine**:  
- The word "Fine" (fee�nay) indicates the end of the piece after a repeat. When you see "D.C. 

al Fine" or "D.S. al Fine," you repeat back to the indicated point and then play until you reach 
"Fine." 

 

5. **Da Capo and Dal Segno** 
**D.C. or �da capo** means "from the head" and directs the musician to return to the 
beginning of the piece and continue playing. �D.C. al fine� means go back to the beginning and 
play to th 
end (�fine�) 

 
6. **Coda and To Coda  (�Al Coda�)**: 

A Coda is a concluding passage. The "To Coda" sign directs the musician to jump to the Coda symbol              
       when they reach it on the repeat. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7. Some other terms: 
 -Unison:  Sing altogether on the tune.   No harmony. 
 -Refrain or Chorus:  a section of the music which is repeated before or after each verse. 
 -Descant:  a separate line � usually above the main tune � in which some singers (usually   
  sopranos) will sing an independent line decorating the tune. 
 
These signs will help you navigate the structure of the hymn. On page 6 is a familiar hymn in this style. 
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Welcoming back Ben Wesenberg as Online Worship Director 
 

    We are excited to welcome back Ben Wesenberg as our Online Worship Director 
in charge of audio and video streaming. Ben was our first online music director from 
2019-2022. When the pandemic loomed,  we were grateful to Ben for his tireless 
work and professionalism as he designed and installed the media equipment and 
software for our Online Worship, and (together with Ashlyn) ran the online streams 
weekly.    Our members may not know that Ben is also a fine pianist.   
    Originally from New Hampshire, Ben attended the Indiana University Jacobs School 
of Music from 2018-2022, where he received a Bachelor of Science in Audio 

Engineering and Sound Production. He also received a minor in Scoring to Visual Media, where he worked with 
award winning composer Larry Groupé. He�s worked with numerous engineers such as Grammy Award winner 
Konrad Strauss, and Grammy nominated engineer Jamie Tagg. While at IU, Ben served as the Chair of the 
Bloomington Audio Engineering Society branch from 2019-2021, where he facilitated masterclasses and events 
with Sylvia Massey, Leslie Gaston Bird, Jonathan Wyner, and many others. 
    Ben has over 1,000 hours of experience in the field, working with top industry standard tools. He�s 

completed projects in many genres with artists such as: Sasha Cooke, Molly Joyce, Sō Percussion, Jeremy Denk, 
Conor Hanick, Performance Today at American Public Media, the Pacifica Quartet, Copeland James, and more. 
Ben is also an experienced live sound engineer, sound designer, and foley artist.  Most recently, Ben   served as 
an Audio QC Technician at PRG, in Chicago, IL. Now living in Bloomington with his partner music educator 
Kira Hadley, Ben freelances at various studios, continues with audio special projects of his own, and explores a 
new passion as an organic farmer.   Ben is also interested to begin training volunteers at church to help with the 
media streaming - see him after a service if you would like to be included in the lessons. 

Volunteer with our Children 
 

Children�s Worship is on break for the summer, but September will come sooner than you think, so now 
is the perfect time to consider volunteering in our Children�s sanctuary. Our children need more youth 
and adult volunteers who are willing to talk to them about Jesus, play a little, read the bible and pray with 
them each Sunday during the sermon. Please reach out to Pastor Sarah Lynne if you have any interest in 
volunteering.  

Support the Fellowship Table after Worship! 
 

Consider bringing some snacks to share for our Fellowship Table this summer as we continue our Forum 
Series. You are welcome to bring food any Sunday, but you can also bring food on the Sunday that is assigned 
based on your last name:  
    * First Sunday of the month: A-E last names  * Second Sunday of the month: F-J last names 
    * Third Sunday of the month: K-R last names   * Fourth Sunday of the month: s-Z last names 
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Participate in ChurchTok 
 

    Be sure to check in with Crystal Hammon this month as she wraps up her work 
recording short video interviews with other congregants about our identity statement: 
FCC exists to share the inclusive love of Christ through serving, welcoming, learning, and offering 

spiritual connection.   
    You can find Crystal in the Fireside study before worship this Sunday, July 14 and 

the following July 21. Once she has all of the interviews, Crystal Hammon will be editing them 
together, creating a video to show at the end of July, during our celebration in the chapel gathering space.  
    Please take the time to volunteer and be filmed! First Christian Church is made of the people who 
have committed to follow Jesus together in this community. That's you! We all need to hear each other's 
voices as we live into our call to share Christ's inclusive love.  

Back to School Sundae Social  
Sunday Aug 4th 

After worship in Chapel Gathering Space 
 

It�s hard to believe that we are halfway through summer, but the  
return to school is fast approaching! Our back to school blessing  
will take place during worship on Aug 4th. Plan to stay after with  
your school-aged children or youth to enjoy a celebratory sundae  
social in the Chapel Gathering Space.  

Donations Accepted for Welcome Table Breakfast! 
 

         Since First Christian Church started offering The Welcome Table  
         breakfast, the number of diners has grown from between 50-70 people to  
           around 100 people each week! If you would like to support The Welcome 
Table, but aren�t able to volunteer, you can help out by adding some extra groceries to your cart    (or 
pick up order) each week and dropping them off at the church! Below are items we can accept for the 
breakfast:  
Non-perishables can be dropped off in the bin by the Fireside study. We can accept: Cereal, 
Sandwich Bread, Boxes of individual portioned Instant Oatmeal, Pop-Tarts, Peanut Butter, Jelly or Jam, 
Ground Coffee, and Tea 
 If you would like to donate perishable items. Please contact Pastor Sarah Lynne, or bring 
them to the Great Hall on Sunday morning. We can accept: Milk (regular and chocolate), Orange 
Juice, Hard Boiled Eggs, Sliced Cheese, Sandwich Meat, Mandarin Oranges, and Bananas 
We can also use more spoons and coffee mugs. If you�ve got more than you need, please drop 
them off at church, during office hours (Mon-Thurs 9-4pm) or bring them on Sunday morning to the 
Great Hall.  
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday list! 

ADA Celebration at City Hall on Aug. 3rd 
 
    Our friends with Mobility Aids Lending Library (MALL) shared that there will be a community 
celebration of the 34th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act at the main plaza of 
Bloomington City Hall (401 N. Morton St.) on Aug. 3rd from 9:00 am - noon! You are invited!  
 

    The event highlights accessibility for all Bloomington residents by showcasing organizations 
(including MALL) supporting or led by whose with disabilities. Information and resources will be 
available as well as activities, games and prizes for the whole family!  
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Scripture Readings 
For Sunday Worship 

 

July 14 
Psalm 24 

Matthew 25:14-30 
 

July 21 

Psalm 25:1-7 

Jeremiah 29:4-7, 11-13 
 

July 28 
Musical Celebration 

Psalm 145:10-18 
John 6:1-21 

 

 

Join us during July as we continue to 

explore what it means to  

�Share the inclusive Love of Christ� 

 with our sermon & forum series.  
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