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    We hope you’ve been tuning in to this summer’s Forum Series on Disciples Identity. We’ve 
already heard from some well-regarded church leaders, and we’ve lined up some widely-known 
and extremely well-regarded Disciples leaders in August, too. Pastor Helen sends out a reminder 
and a Zoom link for the forums every Saturday morning in her Pastor’s Postcard email. We also 
publish the link via our Facebook pages. Here’s what’s coming up! 

 

  July 26: Rev. Dr. Michael Kinnamon 
  How Disciples Understand Liberty and Unity (and the Tension between Justice and Unity) 
  

        Michael Kinnamon, one of the most prominent and influential ecumenical leaders           
  and educators of our time, was the ninth General Secretary of the National Council of 

Churches of Christ in the USA. Prior to his election in 2007, he was chair of the Council’s Justice 
and Advocacy Commission. He also served as General Secretary of the Consultation on Church 
Union (now Churches Uniting in Christ) and as an Executive Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches’ Faith and Order Commission. 
    An ordained minister in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Dr. Kinnamon was a 
seminary and university professor for 30 years. He was Dean of Lexington Theological Seminary 
from 1988-98. Dr. Kinnamon will help us reflect on some of the themes he lifts up in his book 
Disciples: Who We Are and What Holds Us Together. 
 

 August 2: Rev. Dr. Timothy James 
 A Special Conversation on the History of Racism and a Movement Toward Racial   
Reconciliation  in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  
 

    Join us on Sunday, August 2, for a lively conversation with Rev. Dr. Timothy James, 
Associate General Minister and Administrative Secretary of the National Convocation. As 

the key leader of  Disciples historic black congregations, he will help us understand the history of 
racism and a movement toward racial reconciliation in the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). 
     (Continued on page 7) 

Join us for HymnFest 
Online this Sunday 
July 26 at 10:00 am!  

Summer Forum Series on Disciples Identity Continues 
Exciting Line-Up of Speakers and Topics 



    Why do we, dear FCC, exist? This was the question we were asked to answer almost 5 years ago as part 
of a congregation-wide process that resulted in the creation of a visionary “Future Story” that served to 
guide the implementation of our 5 year strategic plan. Here is the statement we created in response to the 
“why” question: 
 

FCC exists to share the inclusive love of Christ through learning, serving, welcoming,  
and offering spiritual connection.    

 

    Of course, in January of 2017, when the Future Story (now known as the FCC Story) was first read to 
the congregation, none of us imagined a pandemic and the havoc it would bring upon the world and our 
church and our lives. Yet, here we are. And even though none of us can predict what might be coming 
down the pike, it is safe to say that the events of 2020 are changing us forever. This means, of course, that 
the church will never be the same. Also, because we’re in the middle of such a seismic shift, it’s next to 
impossible to comprehend our present reality, much less anticipate and imagine our congregation’s future.   
    So, what are we—dear FCC congregation—to do? As your pastor, I can’t pretend to have the answers.  
But I do have some questions. Actually my questions are adapted from an article written by Derek Penwell,  
a Disciples minister, author, and thoughtful blogger who serves as pastor of Douglass Boulevard Christian 
Church in Louisville. I’m not 100% sure that these are the “right” questions, but I believe that they are 
worth pondering.    
 

 What if for the foreseeable future, as seems likely, this is the new normal? 
 If we can no longer do the kind of in-person ministries that are lifted up in our FCC Story, how might 

we recalibrate our mission, ministry, and vision in light of our present reality? What do we need to let 
go of? What do we need to add? 

 How can we sustain a sense of community and purpose without being together in the same physical 
space? 

 What are creative ways we can spur spiritual growth in a virtual space?   
 How can we tenderly care for each other when can’t even greet each other or say a quick hello at 

coffee fellowship?  
 If, as we’ve said, the church is not the building but the people, and if the people can’t gather except 

huddled in the safety of our own rooms, what does the church look like moving forward?   
 How might we best mobilize our resources to share the inclusive love of Christ? And to do justice, love 

mercy, and walk humbly with God? To proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ?  
 

    As I said before, I don’t have the answers. But I encourage us to continue to: 1) ask the next “right” 
questions, 2) seek the next “right” answer, 3) ride the wind and waves of the Holy Spirit, and 4) listen/look 
for God’s guidance through this current storm.   
    In the meantime, let’s hold each other and our church in prayer. Let’s also pray for the healing of the 

brokenness this world. Amen. 

 
Pastor Helen 
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Pastor’s Pen 
 

Why? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    On Sunday, July 26 at 10:00 take an  opportunity to worship in a virtual service of beloved hymns with 
scripture and readings illuminating the Disciples Affirmation found in the Preamble to the Design for the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Plan to listen and sing along with hymns led by Jihye Choi on organ, 
FCC Bloomington’s  Virtual Choir, the FCC Bloomington Choral Scholars (Maria Izzo Walker, Lisa Kurz, 
Joseph Andreola, and Renson Madarang with ukulele), mother and daughter duet Maria and Lucia 
Walker, and a special recording from their home studio by Scott and Dell Cripe. 
    Here is a list of the hymns that will be included.  We hope that you will find at least one of your 
favorites here and will sing along with all of them! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Disciples Affirmation 

When Morning Gilds the Skies 
What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
It Is Well with My Soul 
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 
Here I Am, Lord 
How Great Thou Art 
We’re Baptized in the Spirit 
They’ll Know We Are Christians 
Now Thank We All Our God  

Let Us Break Bread Together 
Just as I Am 
Just a Closer Walk with Thee 
The Old Rugged Cross 
In the Garden 
Be Thou My Vision 
God of Grace and God of Glory 
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Praise to the Lord the Almighty  
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As members of the Christian Church, 
We confess that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of the living God, 
and proclaim him Lord and Savior of the world. 
In Christ's name and by his grace 
we accept our mission of witness 
and service to all people. 
We rejoice in God, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
and in God’s covenant of love 
which binds us to God and to one another. 
Through baptism into Christ 
we enter into newness of life 
and are made one with the whole people of God. 

In the communion of the Holy Spirit 
we are joined together in discipleship 
and in obedience to Christ. 
At the Table of the Lord 
we celebrate with thanksgiving 
the saving acts and presence of Christ. 
Within the universal church 
we receive the gift of ministry 
and the light of scripture. 
In the bonds of Christian faith 
we yield ourselves to God 
that we may serve the One 
whose kingdom has no end. 
Blessing, glory, and honor 
be to God forever. Amen. 



         July Series - Commitment 
  

Two Weeks left in our July series of Friday Jazz Vespers Moments on Commitment.  Elena 
Escudero and Linda Abe will continue to provide us with music and inspiration, along with the video 
editing help of Jono Palmer, Ashlyn Reynolds and Jan Harrington.  The series will explore the topic of 
Commitment: 
  

 July 24 – Commitment to Love 
 July 31 - Commitment to Hope 
 

Upcoming August topics will explore the theme of Listening. 
 

    As usual, the links to the Jazz Vespers moments are posted on the FCC website each Friday at 6:30 
pm and remain up until 10:00 am worship on Sunday. In case you miss any of the postings, or want to 
revisit the videos anytime later, it is good to remember that, like most of our services, the video is 
archived on the FCC website and can easily be accessed.  The simplest way is to 1) open the 
www.fccbloomington.org page, 2) find the little magnifying glass search icon at the right-hand top 
corner of the home page, 3) click on it, 4) type in “Jazz Vespers,” and voila – links to all of the videos 
will appear on the screen! 
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Being the Church We Say We Are 
Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racist Resources 

 

    Twenty years ago, the General Assembly of The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) named four 
mission priorities as part of the 2020 Vision laid out by Rev. Dick Hamm. One of these priorities was 
to become “a pro-Reconciling/anti-Racist Church.” Today, twenty years later, we have been 
challenged by Rev. Terri Hord Owens (our General Minister and President) and Rev. April Johnson 
(Minister of Reconciliation)  “to be the church we say we are.” Here at FCC, we are taking steps in 
response to their challenge.  
    Recently, several members participated in a webinar titled 16 Action Hacks to Attack Racism. This 
excellent webinar, sponsored by Disciples New Church Ministries, is available for viewing. It offers 
multiple action items that will help us on our journey, including 1) being willing to do things that will 
take us out of our comfort zones, 2) engaging in acts of justice, not just acts of mercy, and 3) 
channeling strength and courage as we use our voices. Here is the link: https://
newchurchministry.org/will-use-voice-anti-racism/.   
    Here are other opportunities for you to consider: 1) join FCC’s Voices of Faith, a network of 
Disciples Women that strives to connect and empower women to engage in dialogue and advocacy as 
we do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8).  2) Watch a Video or read a book 
or article listed on our Disciples Reconciliation link here: https://reconciliationministry.org/
resources/     
    New Resources and thoughts will be included as a regular feature in our Christian Visitor.  If you 
have something you would like to share as it relates to the topic of this soon-to-be regular column, 
please do not hesitate to contact Pastor Helen or our church office.  
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 In Our Prayers…  
 

     Please hold Kate Kroll in your prayers as she begins a time of recovery and rehab at  
 Meadowood following a very severe fracture to her ankle. She had surgery last week and will 
have another surgery in the coming weeks. Cards and notes of encouragement can be sent to Kate at 
2704 N. Browncliff Lane, 47408. 
 

    Please hold Jan and Joe Parrott in your prayers as Jan receives care and treatment (for sepsis) in 
Bloomington Hospital’s Intensive Care Unit. Cards and notes of encouragement may be sent to 543 
Green Road, 47403.      
 

    Also, please hold Holly Biddle in your prayers as she recovers from surgery (internal repair, 
performed in Indianapolis) that was complicated by other health-related factors. Cards and notes of 
encouragement can be sent to Holly at 9456 N. Ingram Rd., Solsberry, IN 47459.  
 

    If you have prayer requests for yourself or someone else, please let us know by contacting Pastor 
Helen, calling the church or filling out the prayer request form on the homepage of our website at:  

www.fccbloomington.org.   

A Very Special Back-to-School Blessing 
From 4:00-6:00 pm on August 2 

 

    Heading back to school can be both a stressful and exciting time for most any student! The added 
stress of COVID-19 is making this an extra weird and stressful time. So, we want to help you start 
the school year off with a special blessing and knowing your 
FCC family supports you! Join us on Sunday, August 2nd 
from 4:00-6:00 pm at the 3rd Street Park/Waldron Hill 
Buskirk Park and receive a back-to-school blessing from 
Pastor Helen. Every student and school staff member is invited: 
whether you are going to the school building, opting for virtual 
learning, or homeschooling, in primary school or upper 
education. Just make sure to wear your mask and practice social 

distancing. Each person will receive a short, individual blessing 
as they arrive (if there is a line please keep your distance and 
wait for your turn). After you receive your blessing, Sarah 
Lynne will have a special backpack tag gift for you. There will 
also be worship bags to take home for elementary-aged 
children. We hope to see you in person (finally) on Sunday, 
August 2 for this very special event! 



Board: 
Christine Griffin (representing outreach and service) 
Lauren Johann (representing youth) 
Chuck Jones (at large) 
Braden Mishler (representing deacons) 
John Walsh (representing elders) 
Amy Wardlow (at large) 

Trustee: Chip Welch 
Elder: Debbie White 
Deacon: Mackenzie Colston 

COVID-19 Response Update 
 

Our COVID-19 Advisory Task Force met on Wednesday, July 15, to review FCC’s “Pathway to Return” 
guidelines and make a determination about next steps. After a healthy discussion that reviewed current data 
and took into account our congregation’s demographic, the task force members unanimously 
recommended that we continue “as is” with our online “virtual” worship services and church-related 
activities. They also made allowances for limited small group church activities that might happen outdoors, 
provided that participants follow safety protocols, including wearing masks, practicing social distancing, 
and signing a behavioral covenant. The board received their report and voted unanimously to accept the 
recommendation of the COVID-19 Advisory Task Force. In the meantime, we are continuing to prepare 
for the day when we will be able to worship and gather safely in our building. 

 

Building Updates 
 

While the sanctuary is empty, the board (by unanimous vote) approved going forward with in-depth 
investigative work that will help us determined the structural integrity of our 100 year old building. Indoor 
work will include: 1) taking a closer look at the sanctuary ceiling trusses (with the help of scaffolding), 2) 
investigating some downward floor movement in the sanctuary floor, and 3) investigating the balcony 
structure (with the help of a fiberoptic camera). Outdoor work will include a close up investigation behind 
a sanctuary pilaster that is showing outward movement and 2) a closer look at the north wall, where there 
is some outward movement of the window well.  Fortunately, the finance committee has determined that 
there is enough money in our current annual budget to cover the expense for this work, estimated to be up 
to $40,000. Once we have some definitive answers, we will be able to make some determinations 
regarding next steps. Stay tuned!  

Congregational Vote results 
 

On July 12, the congregation voted “virtually” to accept the slate of nominees put forward by the board. 58 
votes were received, all were “yes” votes. Please welcome our newest church leaders!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Board Selects New Officers 
 

At its July 19 board meeting,  board members selected the following officers for 2020-2021.    
    Moderator:  Terry Daugherty  Treasurer: Shari Sprinkle 
    Vice Moderator: Christine Griffin  Assistant Treasurer: Tom Trippel 
    Secretary: Betsy Watson            
    Financial Secretaries: Patti Parkes, Mary Swarthout, Melissa Jackson 
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FCC Summer Forum Series Continues…   (continued from page 1) 
        

    August 9: Rev. Rick Spleth 
    Creating Our Regional Anti-Racism Statement and What’s Next 

 

           Rev. Rick Spleth joined the staff as Indiana Regional Minister in 2001. His duties include     
     pastoral oversight for congregational and regional ministries and serving as the chief executive 
officer of the region. As regional minister, Rick works with Search and Call and the Regional Board. He 
also works with the Stewardship Commission, Finance Committee, Nominating Committee, and the 
Reference and Counsel Team of the Commission on Ministry. 
    He also serves as liaison to the General Church in several capacities, including: General Board, College 
of Regional Ministers, Christian Theological Seminary Board of Trustees, Division of Overseas Ministries 
Board, and the Council for Theological Education. He also serves as president of the Indiana Interchurch 
Center Board. 
 

August 16: Rev. Dr. Dick Hamm 
The 2020 Vision for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ): Retrospect and Moving Forward 
 

   The Rev. Dr. Dick Hamm served as a minister of Disciples of Christ congregations for 23 
years before becoming Regional Minister of Tennessee and then General Minister and President 

of the denomination, a post he held for 10 years. As General Minister and President, Hamm led the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada in developing the 2020 Vision: “to 
be a faithful, growing church that demonstrates true community, deep Christian spirituality, and a passion 
for justice.” The Vision also calls for the achievement of the following goals by the year 2020: to establish 
1,000 new congregations, to revitalize 1,000 congregations, to develop the leaders necessary to make this 
possible, and to become an anti-racist, pro-reconciling church. 
    Hamm speaks extensively on the subject of church renewal and has written two books on the topic: 
2020 Vision for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) (Chalice Press, 2001), and Recreating the Church: 

Leadership for the Post-Modern Age (Chalice Press, 2007), inspiring the topic for this summer forum. 

August Sermon Series 
 

In August, we will begin a new sermon series focused on several well-known stories from Matthew’s 
gospel that lift up the power of faith.  

August 2  
The Feeding of the 5,000 
Text: Matthew 14:13-21 
 

August 9 
Theme: Jesus (and Peter) Walk on the Water 
Text: Matthew 14:22-33 
 

August 16 
Theme: The Canaanite Women’s Faith 
Text: Matthew 15:21-28 

August 23   
(Mark Knowles Preaching) 
Theme: Jesus Cures a Boy with a Demon 
Text: Matthew 17:14-21 
 

August 30    
(Sarah Lynne Gershon Preaching)  
Theme:  True Greatness 
Text: Matthew 16:24-26 
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August Birthdays 

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday list!  
Also, please let us know if you would like your name removed from the list.  
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FCC’s Sanctuary Choir (some) preparing for HymnFest 
This Sunday, July 26! 
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Join Us For A Very Special Blessing  
 

Sunday, August 2 
4:00 - 6:00 pm 

Waldron Hill Buskirk Park 
 
As our students prepare 
for the start of a very 
unusual school year, join 
us for a Back to School 
Blessing. 

 

Join us for an FCC tradition!  
 

Our HymnFest Service is  
THIS Sunday, July 26 at 10:00 

am online at  
www.fccbloomington.org 
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