
 

 

 

Fall Classes and Small Groups at FCC 
 

    FCC will kick-off Fall programming after Labor Day. So, check out the complete list of opportunities inside 
this newsletter. Below are some new opportunities that you might want to try!  
 

Tuesday Evening Book Study 
    Beginning Tuesday, September 12, Pastor Kyrmen will host a 6-week study on Adam Hamilton�s book Moses: 

In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet. Participants will meet weekly from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at Pastor Kyrmen�s 
home (1212 W. Acacia Ct). The study, which includes video content, will lead participants to use the biblical 
text along with historical and archaeological information to learn from the reluctant prophet�s own growth in his 
relationship to God. Readers will be challenged to allow their own reluctance to be transformed into boldness! 
    The study is limited to 15 participants. Books may be purchased at Cokesbury, Christian Book Distributors, or 
Amazon. Sign up by contacting Pastor Kyrmen at pastorkyrmen@gmail.com. 

 

Read the Bible in A Year with Pastor Sarah Lynne 
    Pastor Sarah Lynne will be starting a small group focused on reading through the whole Bible in one year! The 
group will meet after church on Sundays. Members will be provided with a reading plan from a non-profit called 
Bible Project that is focused on helping Christians understand how the Biblical story draws them deeper into 
faith and hope in Jesus. They provide free study tools and videos that help people experience the Bible in a way 
that is approachable, engaging, and transformative. Participants will read the Bible on their own, using a reading 
plan. We will watch some of the Bible Project videos and discuss any questions or thoughts that arose for 
participants in their reading. Since the Bible reading is self study and all the material is available online, this is a 
great option for people who want to connect and discuss the Bible with others, but might not make it to group 
every week. Please note that this resource is not intended to address all the different ways scholars understand 
and interpret scripture. It provides a particular way of reading scripture through the lens of our faith in Jesus.  

 

Calling All Crafters  
    Haley Norris loves to crochet and noticed that there were no longer opportunities available for folks at FCC  
to make things together. She will be starting a group this fall that does just that! This will be a very casual group. 
Bring whatever portable craft you're working on (though you�ll want to check with her about space for  
something like a sewing machine), and talk to other crafters about faith and life.  

 

Disciples Men�s Group 
    Earlier this year Tim Jessen encouraged men to �pick something up� for Lent in the form of a new Disciples 
Men�s group. There are now approximately 6-12 men from our congregation meeting every Wednesday at 8:00 
am. They meet near the College Mall Kroger Starbucks. Many of the men have reported finding their time 
together encouraging and challenging, helping them grow in their faith and fraternity with one another.  

It all starts after Labor Day (unless otherwise noted)! 
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Dear Church, 
 

    Many of you have asked about the Community Conversations event which was held at FCC on 
Tuesday, August 8. This is my opportunity to fill you in on the exciting details! 
    Fourteen Bloomington organizations attended the event; an additional four agencies that were unable 
to be present have set up individual meetings. Represented organizations included concerns ranging 
from housing, food insecurity, refugee resettlement, theater arts, historical preservation, addiction 
recovery, family programs, and news media.  Some very special guests joined us as well: the director of 
Indiana Landmarks Sacred Places, David Frederick, and associate director, Mary Scharnberg, made the 
early morning drive from Indianapolis to participate. Those in attendance were provided a continental 
breakfast by Jean Thompson and her team of volunteers. 
    Our day began as I shared with our guests a bit about our church and its identity, followed by sharing 
from Charlie Sinn about our history and the ways in which FCC has been involved in the Bloomington 
community. We then split into two groups and offered a tour of the building, viewing everything from 
our third-floor office suites, our Great Hall, our many wonderful meeting spaces, our spacious 
apartment, and, of course, our beautiful sanctuary. Guests made many surprised comments about the 
amount of space we have available, and some wondered and dreamed aloud about the many purposes 
for which it could be used. 
    After reconvening in the Chapel Gathering space, we gave small groups an opportunity to share about 
their agencies and the work they do and invited reflection on what those groups and FCC have in 
common. We heard many comments of surprise about FCC�s long and deep engagement in the 
community. Participants had no idea of our church�s history with Habitat for Humanity, MCUM, 
Beacon, the Interfaith Winter Shelter, and the many other commitments our church has honored. The 
event ended with invitations to participants to connect with one another as well as one-on-one with 
members of the Sacred Places team. 
    This event was a tremendous success in that it has already begun to accomplish what we had hoped: 
new conversations are beginning about potential partnerships with local agencies in need of space. Some 
of those conversations will not bear fruit as we discover that our needs don�t mesh. But other 
conversations may lead us into new relationships that will allow us to steward our building in ways that 
bless Bloomington every day of the week! 
    We have made a wonderful start! We are introducing ourselves to the 
community in fresh new ways, and we will continue to make connections in the 
coming weeks and months. The Spirit is leading FCC in bold new directions. 
May we offer our gratitude to God for the courage we are finding to step out in 
brave new ways, and may we seek the Spirit�s guidance as we continue to discern 
our future. 
 

Shalom, 
Pastor Kyrmen 

 

The Minister�s Missive 
Community Conversations 
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Pictures from our Community Conversations Breakfast 

Our Sacred Place 
 

    The Capital Projects Team is currently waiting for hard pricing and a potential start date from the 
contractor they have chosen for the bathroom remodeling project. They are also waiting to be 
scheduled for two other upcoming projects. They look forward to sharing more details as these 
projects find a place on the calendar! 
    The Sacred Places Team is completing the application process for a planning grant from the New 
Dollars New Partners Program. They are currently interviewing 
fundraising consultants and intend to use the planning grant to pay a 
consultant�s fees to conduct a feasibility study. This study will help us to 
determine whether we are ready to launch a capital campaign to raise 
funds for building repairs and will help us to set reasonable expectations 
about how much may be raised. 
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       Exploring Identity: A New Sermon Series 
 

        Beginning Sunday, August 27, Pastor Kyrmen will begin a new, 
    lectionary-based sermon series titled �Exploring Identity.� The  
    series will be based on readings from the book of Exodus, which 
opens  with an identity crisis as the Hebrew people find themselves enslaved by a king who does not 
remember their ancestor, Joseph. Threatened by their increase in numbers and power, Pharoah 
enslaves them. The Israelites� escape from Egypt and their journey through the wilderness toward the 
Promised Land is ultimately a quest to understand who they are and to whom they belong. Along the 
way, we will explore questions of who we are as 21st century Christians. How do we live out our 
identity as God�s beloved? For those who want to deepen their encounter with Moses and the 
Israelites, participation in Pastor Kyrmen�s upcoming book study is strongly encouraged! 
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In Our Prayers� 
 

    Please offer prayers for Jeanne Dutton as she recovers following surgery for a 
broken hip. She is expected to go home from rehab at Bell Trace later this week. 
Cards and notes of encouragement can be sent to Jeanne at 621 N. Plymouth Rd., 
Bloomington, 47408. A meal train is also being coordinated for Jeanne. Please call 
Jo Weddle (email: jweddle2@comcast.net) if you would like to contribute a meal.  

     

    Please offer prayers for John Adams, who will be having surgery on Tuesday, Aug. 22. Notes of 
encouragement and cards can be sent to John at 3911 W Maybury Mall #B19, Bloomington, 
47403. Meals for John are being coordinated by FCC Staff (Jennifer and Eve). Please, find the sign
-up on the reception desk or call the church office (812-332-4459) to see what it needed for John.  
 

    Cindy Welch would like to thank her FCC family for all of the prayers, well wishes, notes, 
texts, and visits! She is on the road to recovery, and feels very loved by her FCC family! 

 

              Exciting News:  
    First Christian Church Sanctuary Choir  

                Returns to Rehearsals! 
 

    We're excited to announce that the First Christian Church Sanctuary Choir is making its return 
to rehearsals! After a hiatus, we are excited to gather once again to make joyful music and lift our 
voices in praise. 
    Mark your calendars for Thursday, August 17th, at 6:30 PM in the Great Hall. This is an 
opportunity for all choir members to come together, reconnect, and prepare to lead our 
congregation in worship. 
    We understand the importance of music in our spiritual journey, and the Sanctuary Choir plays 
a crucial role in enhancing our worship experience. Your voices have the power to inspire, uplift, 
and bring us closer to the divine. 
    Whether you're a long-time member or someone who's interested in joining, we welcome you 
to be part of this musical journey. Let's harmonize, rehearse, and prepare to create beautiful 
melodies that resonate through our sanctuary once again. 
    We look forward to seeing familiar faces and new ones as well. Together, let's create a 
harmonious and spiritually enriching experience. See you on August 17th at 6:30 PM in the Great 
Hall for a night of music, camaraderie, and worship. 
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Family Ministries 
 

    Our children�s worship program is changing! Children�s Worship and Wonder is a program 
created for 3-6 year olds and our kids are all older than that age range. We have decided to try 
StoryMakers curriculum this fall and the topic will be Exodus. Each child will receive a �zine that 
they work in. It has a script for the bible story-telling (and there will be costumes!), information 
and questions about the passage, and a short activity. We want to prepare these children to join us 
in worship in 6th grade, so children will participate in the service with their families until the 
passing of the peace. They will return to worship with their families during the doxology. That 
means the kids will be having their own worship experience during the pastoral prayer, 2nd 
scripture reading, and sermon. Their time away will allow them to engage scripture and prayer at 
their developmental level.  
 

We are actively looking for volunteers to lead in this new program. 
Would you be interested in reading and talking about the Bible with 
kids for only 30 minutes one Sunday every month or two? Please reach 
out to Pastor Sarah Lynne! 

 

    The other big change to children�s ministry is that we will no longer be offering an after-worship 
Sunday School. This program has been underutilized by our families for several years and we 
understand why! Kids� lives are highly programmed and they need plenty of time Sunday afternoon 
to eat lunch, relax and play. Instead of weekly Sunday school we will have occasional family 
ministry activities (like the Lent pretzel making!). The Faith Formation commission is also 
considering intergenerational events or short-term children�s programs that we can publicize to the 
wider Bloomington community. Currently we are considering an expanded downtown trick-or-
treat offering (pumpkin painting? All-Saints candles in the sanctuary?), an Advent Market with 
devotional supplies and a hand-made craft fair, and a one or two day VBS during Christmas break 
(we are referring to this as �Christmas Camp� right now). Feel free to come to us w/your ideas! 
Haley Norris is the chair of the Faith Formation Commission and would love to dream with you! 
 

Fun at the Gutter Sundae Event! 

 



FCC�s Annual All-Church Picnic and Pie Contest 
on Sunday, Sept. 3 at 12:30 pm 

 

Mark your calendars! 
 

The festivities will begin at 12:30 pm at the Lion�s Den Shelter in Upper Cascades Park. We will 
provide burgers and hot dogs; you bring a side to share and a pie for the contest! So, mark 
your calendar now for this Labor Day Weekend picnic with your FCC Family! And� if you�d 
like to help out with organizing the picnic and pie contest, please contact  
the church office, or Cindy Welch at cswelch0814@yahoo.com.  
See you there! 
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FCC Fun & Fellowship during Sunday Learning hour 
 

    Plan to stay after church June-August for casual (and playful) 
opportunities to connect with your church family.  
 

FCC Fun & Fellowship Activities in August! 
Aug 20- discussion prompts with Crystal Hammon 

Aug 27- discussion prompts with Pastor Kyrmen (plus some swag!)  
 

BONUS Wednesday fun and fellowship on August 23 with a Potluck and Hymn-Sing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    We had so much fun singing and snacking after church a couple weeks ago, that some of the 
participants wanted to schedule another opportunity to sing and eat together! This will be a casual  
pitch-in dinner. We will not have sign-ups. Bring food to share and there will be plenty of food for 
everyone! It may not be the most balanced dinner, but the singing and the company will make up for 
that. Plan to take home your leftovers and help with clean-up. 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday list! 

Bloomington PrideFest 2023 
 

    Join your FCC family at PrideFest on Saturday, 
August 26. We will have a booth where we will 
welcome folks and introduce them to our 
inclusive community. If you�d like to volunteer to 
help in our booth, contact Jean Thompson at 
lajean_2000@comcast.net.  

See you at Bloomington PrideFest! 
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Scripture Readings 
For Sunday Worship 

 

August 20 

Pastor Sarah Lynne preaching 
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

Romans 11:1-2a, 25-36 
 

August 27  
Matthew 16:13-20 
Exodus 1:8-2:10 

 

September 3 

Matthew 16:21-28 
Exodus 3:1-15 

All Church Picnic 
& 

Pie Contest 
Sunday, Sept. 3 at 12:30pm 

 
at the 

Lion�s Den Shelter 
in 

Upper Cascades Park 
 

See you there! 
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