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FCC Connects with Small Groups and Classes Starting in September
Find a Group that You Connect with at FCC

As classes begin in our local schools as well as IU, we are preparing at FCC to return to our small
groups and classes. FCC Connects programming includes something for everyone, we hope. We
are planning for a return to in-person meetings for some groups, while others may choose to
remain online for a while. You will find a brochure inside this newsletter with details on each small
group and class.

This fall we will introduce four new study groups, including a book and bible study on Mark’s
Gospel and a reflective class on racial trauma healing that includes body practices and journaling.
You can also join Pastor Will for a Lectionary bible study, and David Garshaw will lead a book
study on understanding progressive Christianity. Our Sunday morning meditation group has
returned and is meeting at 8:15 am on Sundays. You will also find traditional “Sunday School”
classes for adults as well as children and youth that meet weekly, and interest groups that meet
monthly.

FCC’s small groups and classes are a great way to “connect” with your church family and to
continue your personal spiritual growth. We encourage you to read through all of the offerings in
the FCC Connects brochure. Contact the group leader with any questions you may have or you can
reach out to Sarah Lynne Gershon with questions.

It’s Time to Register for FCC’s All-Church Retreat What’s Inside...

September 18-19 at Camp Bedford

Page 2 Help for earthquake
FCC All-Church Retreat will focus on Circles of Support as we

identify and connect to resources and relationships that empower
us to live a life of resiliency, healing and joy. Page 5 What’s happening at

victims in Haiti

This will be an intergenerational gathering. So, bring the whole FCC

. . . , .
family, or bring a friend. All are welcome! In addition to the Page 6 FCC Honored by

sessions, there will be plenty of time to enjoy nature, connect Regional Church

with one another, and experience rest and renewal!
Contact Sarah Lynne Gershon with questions, but be sure to FCC Connects Brochure!

register by September 12. We hope to see you there!
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‘Will Writes

A few years ago, I travelled with a church group to Haiti. We worked with an Indiana-based project
developing a school in a rural area. While there, I was invited to preach at a local church. The church
“building” was made of shipping pallets and covered with a blue tarp that had been part of relief efforts
following the 2010 earthquake that devastated much of Haiti. We had a wonderful time of worship in
that makeshift sanctuary.

Last Saturday morning, August 14, a 7.2 magnitude earthquake struck the south of Haiti. This
earthquake was stronger than the 2010 quake that devastated the nation’s capital of Port-au-Prince,
and news outlets are reporting nearly 1,300 lives lost so far.

Although it is too early to know the full impact of the destruction, casualties, and loss of livelihoods,
initial reports from Week of Compassion partners indicate that the impact has been devastating and
that hospitals are overwhelmed. Thousands of homes have been damaged or destroyed.
Communication channels have been affected, as well as infrastructure, including roads, which will
affect immediate response and create challenges in getting help to those in need.

Week of Compassion partners have already deployed volunteers to help with rescue operations and
assess the damage. They are working to meet immediate needs, including temporary shelters,
flashlights and emergency power generators, hygiene kits, clothes, water, food, first aid kits, health
and rescue workers, fuel, and vehicles.

Plans are also under way for a longer term response, including construction; community-based
psychosocial support and trauma recovery; reconstruction of damaged water infrastructure; and
livelihood support.

Through Week of Compassion and our network of partners, Disciples have long-standing
relationships with communities in Haiti. For many years, we have walked alongside the people of Haiti
through earthquakes, hurricanes, and other challenges.

While the work seems endless, Week of Compassion has shared one bright spot in this otherwise
heavy time: following the 2010 Haiti earthquake, as well as Hurricane Matthew in 2016, Week of
Compassion supported communities in rebuilding houses and schools. The goal of both of those
responses was to help build stronger structures that would withstand future disasters. On Sunday, a
community where our partners rebuilt seven houses and a school reported that none were damaged in
Saturday’s earthquake. The school will be ready to welcome students when the new school year starts
in a few weeks.

We are invited to again walk alongside our neighbors in Haiti in the days ahead. With Week of
Compassion we can “stay, pray, and give,” showing the support and compassion of our wider church
during this disaster. Your gifts to Week of Compassion, specifically for Haiti Earthquake
relief are needed now. You can drop a check in the church offering plate this week, donate by

mail, or use the link on our website.

VY Compa s:!siﬂn

Will
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Reflections on FCC’s Summer Forums
Considering Next Steps in Becoming an Anti-Racist and Pro-Reconciling Church

Sarah Lynne Gershon, Student Associate Pastor

As I reflect on our Summer Forum series on Practicing Anti-Racism, I confess that every week
approaching the forum I have felt moments of concern. This is a difficult and heavy topic that we have
been engaging in during a very difficult time in the life of our church, but every week I leave the forum
feeling encouraged by the conversations we had and the way you all have engaged the topic with
curiosity and concern. The final forum on August 22 was no different.

We wrapped up the forum by remembering what we discussed and learned each week. I presented a
slideshow, which is still available to view on your own time (just email me for the link). Then I opened
up the conversation to participants by asking what is inspiring, what is challenging, and what they think
we should do next. Here is what I heard:

We are inspired by the positive ways people are trying to connect to address problems together,
across racial lines. We are inspired by the work Saint Andrews Christian Church has done in Kansas
City, where they have connected with other congregations--one other predominantly white
congregation and 2 other predominantly Black congregations--to take organizer training together. We
are inspired by the work Rev. Teresa Smallwood has done, working in a diverse group to address food
insecurity in Nashville with a community garden. We are excited by the opportunity for FCC
congregants to serve alongside other church congregants, including the AME church, to build
affordable housing with Habitat for Humanity. We want to be able to participate in a tangible project
like that in the future.

We are challenged, though, by the enormity of all the challenges we face in our world today. It is
hard not to feel discouraged. It feels like there is one tragedy after another and the waves of trouble can
be overwhelming! We also recognized the time of transition we are in as a church. There is a lot of
work to do, and discerning which of ALL the good work we could do is challenging. We decided we
need guiding leadership to help us stay focused and connected to the particular way God is calling FCC
to witness to the beloved community God is creating.

With those inspirations and challenges in mind, we decided that we need a group of people who will
offer guided leadership in learning about racial justice, connecting to other groups, and developing a
particular project that can act as a “parabolic witness” (that’s a little parable that starts with “the
Kingdom of God is like...” it’s not the whole story, just one inspiring example) to the anti-racist/pro-
reconciling Kingdom of God. There were several of us present who feel the Spirit moving in that way
and want to be involved. If you feel called to that kind of leadership as well, email me, and I will make
sure you are a part of the conversation.

Praise God for this church and for the Spirit’s work this summer! I can’t wait to see what God is
going to do with us next.
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Jazz Vesper Moments “Re-runs” through September

Announcing our final set of Jazz Vesper Moment “Re-runs” as we lead up to the return of Third Friday
in-person Jazz Vespers in September. We hope you have been following each week as we have chosen one
of our favorite moments from past broadcasts. We will continue “re-runs” through mid-September. They
will be posted each Friday at 6:30 pm. We hope you will continue to find them a meaningful entrance to
quiet meditation as you end your week and a source of comfort in this time of continued uncertainty.
We've listed them below with a little teaser from the poetry that inspires the whole.

And remember that you can find all of the JV Moments on our website by clicking on the “Jazz Vesper
Moment” box on the FCC home page.

August 27, 2021 (First Broadcast May 28, 2021)
Theme: Adapting - Adapting to New Beginnings
Photographic Images courtesy of Sandra Bate

This is a day qfnew beginnings, time to remember, and move on,
time to believe what love is bringing, Ia}'in(q to rest the pain that's gone.

- Brian Wren

September 3 (First Broadcast May 7, 2021) September 10 (First Broadcast March 26, 2021)

Theme: Adapting - Adapting to Transition Theme: Embracing - Embracing the Future
...who would cry out to the peta]s on the ground to stay Wear God like a cloak and strideforth with conﬁdence.
knowing, as we must, how the V1'V[1C1't)/ ()J(‘What was, You won’t know Where}/ou’re (qoin(q, ..
is married to the vitality of what will be? Trust that what you carry will sustain you

So let us go on, cheegru]])/ enough, this and every crisping and take thefirst step out the door.

da)/. .. - Rabbi Rachel Barenblat
-Mary Oliver

THIRD FRIDAY in-person Jazz Vespers on the Way Beginning September 17!

We are very excited to be returning to in-person and livestreamed Jazz Vespers
to be held now on the third Fridays at 6:30 pm. Our new Jazz Vespers Music
Director Garrett Spoelhof has put together a new trio and is introducing to us an ™=
extraordinary new singer Wynton Gage. \

b

Wynton is a native of Springfield, Illinois, currently majoring

. . . . Garrett Spoelhof
in Jazz Voice at the Jacobs School of Music. He brings an Jazz Vespers director
impressive professional profile of performances and recordings

in all styles. Please save those Third Fridays for a special Vespers worship
experience with our new team.

Winton Gage
Jazz Vespers vocalist
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?y SINGING SOON WE HOPE
- Watch for an announcement of Sanctuary Choir Rehearsals to resume

mid-September as we continue to evaluate the Covid Protocol for singing in person.
Thank you for your patience as we wait for the opportunity to sing together safely again.

What’s Coming Up at FCC?

After spending the past year mostly apart, we are finally able to get back to some of the things we
look forward to and enjoy while keeping safety in mind. We returned to in-person Sunday morning
worship in May, while continuing to offer livestreamed worship. In September we will return to in-
person Jazz Vespers, now at 6:30 pm on the third Friday of the month beginning September 17. Here
are some other things that you may want to join.

August 28: FCC sponsors Bloomington PrideFest. Volunteer at our booth, or just come
and enjoy the festival! (contact Ashlyn for details)
September: FCC Connects small groups and classes begin
September 18-19: FCC All Church Retreat at Camp Bedford (contact Sarah Lynne for
details)
October 2: Youth Sunday (contact Ashlyn for details)
October: Youth trip to Holiday World (contact Ashlyn for details)

FCC connects with Habitat For Humanity Women’s Build

FCC women have been invited to join a special H4H women’s build team! This group was started
by members of Sacred Heart Church and the local AME congregation with the goal of bringing
together a diverse group of builders from different congregations. Our Student Associate Pastor Sarah
Lynne Gershon and congregant Bess Lee have decided to represent FCC on the team. There is still
room for more team-members, so if you are interested and able to build on September 28 from 8:00-
4:00 pm please contact Sarah Lynne. FCC members have also been showing support by offering to
bring water, provide bake-goods for a group fundraiser, or donating to the team. If you would like to
support this team, but cannot join the build you can donate to support Bess Lee’s participation here
https://www.classy.org/fundraiser/3397473

Each member of the team must raise $300 for Habitat for Humanity to participate, so please donate

via Bess Lee’s fundraiser, until she reaches her goal of $300. After that we ask that all donors donate
through the main group’s page here: https:// WWW.Classv.org/ team/ 364542 Funds donated to the

main group will be re-allocated to help all the team-members meet the participation requirement of
$300. This ensures that no one is left out of the build because they are not connected with people who
can donate. This is an unusual model for a team, and we are grateful for the way it has brought people
together who might not have participated otherwise. FCC has been involved in these builds in the past,
and we are grateful for the opportunity to participate in this new and exciting way!
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Meeting Mark’s Jesus

FIRST CHHISTIAM CHUREH BLGEMINGTEN

MEETING MAR

September Sermon Series

JESUS ; :-. In Mark’s gospel Jesus is always on the move.
We will join Jesus on his journey through Galilee
and toward the cross.

September 5 (Sarah Lynne Gershon preaching)
Mark 7:24-30  Meeting Mark’s Jesus

September 12
Mark 8:27-38  Who is Jesus for You?

September 19 (All Church Retreat theme - Circles of Support)
Mark 9:30-37  Come Join the Circle

September 26
Mark 9:38-50  No Roadblocks!

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Indiana

Recognizes § Thanks

First Christian Church, Bloomington
for its stewardship and generosity in giving to
Disciples Mission Fund and Special Day Offerings in 2020.
Top Ten in Disciples Mission Fund Giving
Top Twenty in Special Day Offering Giving
Top Ten in DMF Giving Per Person
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Faith Formation and Family Ministries Update
Sarah Lynne Gershon, Student Associate Pastor

I have some bad news and good news. .. I was told that the news a person hears first is what sets
the tone of a conversation, so I will start with the good news!

The good news is that we are still planning to start children’s learning hour after worship starting
on September 12. Jo Weddle is busy getting the classroom ready downstairs and is eager to connect
with your young children. We have decided to use a new curriculum called Holy Moly, which uses
storybooks and engaging short videos to introduce children to Biblical characters. I believe that this
will provide an excellent Biblical foundation for young children.

We also have access to a curriculum for pre-teens called Connect. I will be pulling the 4% and 5%
graders from Jo’s class as often as I can to guide them through the Connect curriculum. This helps
children understand the overarching narrative of salvation in the Bible, and is the perfect next step
for kids who will be considering baptism.

Masks and social distancing are required during these classes. If you are not comfortable with your
children participating in-person, but want to use these Bible study resources, I can give you a log-in
where you can access all the material online.

I am really excited about the resources we have and to work with your children. I hope you will
consider joining one of our second hour small groups, so that both you and your children can
connect more deeply to community at FCC and grow in your faith. There is a new small group for
adults that I encourage you to join. It is led by my favorite person, Brett Gershon, and the group will
be studying Say to this Mountain, which is on the gospel of Mark.

Is that enough good news? I hope it will help you through the next bit... we will be delaying the
return of our Worship and Wonder program. We do not have enough storytellers who are
comfortable or able to lead during this time. I certainly respect the decision of people to offer
leadership and service as they are able to do so joyfully, but sometimes that means that we need to
shift gears and regroup.

[ am currently seeking new leaders, and would welcome participation from older high school
youth. I will be hosting a new Worship and Wonder storyteller training this fall with the goal of
launching Worship and Wonder for Advent. Please keep this ministry in your prayers. In the
meantime, [ will also be considering how to connect with young children during worship hour, and
would welcome any adult help with this. We will have the nursery open, with a stream of the
worship service available, for parents to take their young kids if they need a place for the kids to
play. I will also continue to have the prayground open if I am not able to take the elementary kids
out that week.

As always, I welcome any thoughts or feedback, and I look forward to seeing you and your kids at
church.
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Regional Board Begins Search
for an Additional Associate Regional Minister

At their meeting on June 5, the Regional Board of the Christian Church (Disciples of

Christ) in Indiana voted to begin a search process for a new, additional, Associate

v A

Regional Minister to begin in 2022. The person filling this position will give focused

support to our Commission on Faith Formation and will assume responsibilities that are
now overseen by part-time staff, including summer camp, youth ministry, and support for women’s
ministry. The creation of the position was proposed by both the Pastoral-Personnel Relations
Committee and our Finance Committee. The opportunity to add an additional full-time staff person
has been made possible, in part, by the generous gift of $100,000 which was received from the East
Side Christian Church in Evansville at the time of their closing last year.

Moderator Julia Johnson has appointed the following persons to serve on the Search Committee:
Luis Gierbolini, Chair, Linda Brown, Nathan Kibler, Belinda King, Linda McKiernan-Allen, Martin
Tapia, and Kevin Toth. The committee was selected to reflect the diversity of the Region. They will
follow the “Executive Search Model” procedures recommended by the General Assembly which will
mean that the group will do anti-racism training together and will utilize the services of an outside
independent screener to provide the initial evaluation of applicants.

The committee plans to present a job description to the Regional Board on September 11, and
pending their approval, post the position on September 15. Applications will be due November 1 and
the goal is to present a final candidate to the Board on December 5. For information about the search
process contact Luis Gierbolini, Chair, at gierboliniluis@gmail.com.

Important Changes to Online Giving at FCC

FCC is moving to a new online platform for online giving. This new product will interface with our
database, allowing our financial secretaries to more easily record giving and produce end of year
statements and reports. This will mean changes for people using the current platform.

If you prefer to make your tithe for FCC online, you will need to go to the new website and create a
new account with a new password. You can find that link on our website, www.fccbloomington.org.
Click on the red “GIVE” button at the top of the page. Then click on the “Give Online” blue box. That
will take you to the new platform where you will click on “Sign Up” and follow the instructions. Like
the former online platform, there is a small fee that for online giving that comes out of the amount that
you give.

If you would prefer that 100% of your gift go to FCC (without fees taken out) but like the
convenience of not writing a physical check, another option is to contact your bank directly and
inquire about setting up an automatic payment for your regular giving. These types of payments are
generally free from charges or fees. You can also mail a check directly to FCC or bring your gift with
you to Sunday worship if you are worshipping in person. Thank you for your continued support of the
ministries of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Bloomington.
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In Mark’s gospel Jesus is always on the
move. In September’s sermon series,
we will join Jesus on his journey
through Galilee and toward the cross.

Scripture Readings
For Sunday Worship

August 29
Ephesians 6:10-20
Prayers, Puppies, and Power

September 5
Sarah Lynne Gershon preaching

Mark 7:24-30
Meeting Mark’s Jesus

September 12
Mark 8:27-38
Who is Jesus for You?




FCC Conmects

through small groups & classes

2021 Fall Semester
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Fall 2021 Small Groups & Classes
Sunday Options

Before Worship

Sunday Meditation Group

(spiritual practice)

This group practices silent meditation to
cultivate peace and joy. Each session
includes discussion of readings from
teachers such as Thich Nhat Hahn, Richard
Rohr, and others. No previous experience
in meditation practice is required. Meets
Sundays at 8:15 a.m.

Contact: Tom Walsh

After Worship

Campbellite Class (study, discussion)
This group is for people who want to think
about how to live their faith in a time of
world-wide change. We read a current
article about a religious or moral issue, and
then discuss how it bears on our faith. We
don’t always agree with each other—or with
the chosen article—but the search for how
to live faithfully keeps us trying.

We invite you to join us Sundays at 11:15
a.m. via Zoom.

Contact: Jane Watkins, Joe Lee

The Sharing Table (discussion group)
Join this lively, unstructured dialogue as
participants review the morning sermon
and discuss various meditational writings
through the lens of a personal relationship
with the sacred.

Conversation begins at 11:15 a.m. in the
sanctuary on the main level.

Contact: Thomas Thompson

After Worship (continued)

Faith, Friends & Films

(discussion, spiritual practice)

When this group gathers, film sets the tone
for diving deep into our shared faith journey.
The dialogue begins with brief and
engaging videos featuring modern
theologians. Some weeks the group learns
about or engages in a spiritual discipline
and practices it together. Join us in sharing
the discoveries and challenges that arise as
we more deeply connect with God, self, and
others.

We meet Sundays at 11:15 a.m. via Zoom.
Contact: Lisa Autry, Amy Hoover, Sharon
Robinson

Say to This Mountain
study on Mark’s Gospel
(book and bible study)
Say to this Mountain is a :
bible study on the Gospel of Mark,

authored by an ecumenical team that

is committed to the work of justice and
peace, the renewal of the church, and to
Christian discipleship. The study will help us
understand how this gospel intersects with
our own life stories and the broader story of
the times in which we live.

We invite you to join us this fall on Sundays
at11:15 a.m.

Format (Zoom or in-person) TBD

Contact: Brett Gershon
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After Worship (continued)

FCC Kids!

(bible study: PreK-grade 5)

This an opportunity for children to develop
a foundational understanding of scripture
through engaging short videos, discussion,
and activities. PreK through 3rd graders will
be introduced to Bible characters through
Spark’s Holy Moly curriculum. 4th and 5th
graders will develop an understanding
of other-arching narrative of salvation
through Spark’s Connect curriculum.
Meets at 11:15 a.m. in Room 7/8 on the
lower level.

Contact: Jo Weddle, Sarah Lynne
Gershon

Youth (project-based activities and
discussion)

Youth (grades 6-12) meet weekly following
worship for discussions about life and faith.
Discussion begins at 11:15 a.m. in the
Youth Room (#13) on the lower level.
Contact: Ashlyn Reynolds

Sunday Evening

Bloomington Bible Study

(study, discussion, young adult 18-30)
FCC'’s college ministry focuses on studying
with the Bible. This means that students
are encouraged to bring homework to do
while we discuss our weekly theme and
how it relates to our faith journeys. Time,
Day and Forum TBD

Contact: Haley Norris

Monday Evening
(parking available at First Presbyterian )

Understanding Progressive Christianity
(book study, video, and discussion)

What does Christianity have to offer an
increasingly secular world? How has
“religion” distorted Jesus’ message? This is
a 24-week class (fall and spring) in which
participants can learn about and grow in a
progressive, Christian faith that is free from
dogma and rooted in hope for a full and
abundant life in this world. We will engage
readings and videos from scholars such as
Bart Ehrman, Diana Butler Bass, and
Marcus Borg.

Monday 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Contact: David Garshaw

Racial Trauma Healing
with My Grandmother’s
Hands (body practice, journaling,
reflection)

More than a book study, this group will set
aside time during their week to read and
engage in the some body practices and
soul journaling prompts from somatic
therapist Resmaa Menakem'’s best-selling
book My Grandmother’s Hands. The group
will meet for guided body practices and to
reflect on their experiences, challenges and
questions.

2x a month on Mondays 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Registration required by 9/12, starts 9/20

Materials provided & childcare available
on request

Contact: Erin Kelley, Sarah Lynne Gershon




Fall 2021 Small Groups & Classes

Tuesday Morning

Pastor’s Fall Lectionary Study. ~*7
This study will follow the Lectionary
readings assigned for each Sunday. This
fall the lectionary is based on the gospel of
Mark, so we will focus on the gospel text
and connect it with readings from Psalms,
Proverbs, James, and Hebrews. The
study will include time to reflect on each
week’s sermon.

Tuesdays at 10 a.m. beginning
September 14. (Time may be adjusted
to suit the group.)

Leader and contact: Pastor Will Jewsbury

Monthly

Voices of Faith (Disciples Women)

A network of Disciples Women, Voices of
Faith strives to dialogue, educate and
advocate as we do justice, love mercy, and
walk humbly with God. We have supported
Beacon shelters, supplies to MCUM and
Opportunity House, voter registration with
the League of Women Voters, and assisted
efforts at Bread of Life, Mother Hubbard’s
Cupboard, Middle Way House and Noah’s
Ark. We are not currently meeting on a
regular basis but are alert to the
concerns of our community and will
mobilize as needed.

Contact: Sue Fettchenhauer, Sandra Bate,
or Judith Olmsted for more information.

Monthly (continued)

Youth Group

Youth meet monthly for fellowship and/or
service activities, including Holiday World
getaways, Christmas shopping for families
in need, lock-ins, and game nights. For
information about upcoming activities,
contact Ashlyn Reynolds, director of
youth ministries.

Roger L. Heimer Book Group (for men)
Big thoughts and open minds meet in
FCC’s book group for men. The current
booklist is available in the church

office. Meets the third Wednesday of each
month at 7:00 pm in the Fireside Study.

Book Bunch (for women)

This fun group of readers gathers every
five weeks to discuss books from a variety
of genres. A booklist with meeting dates
and locations is available in the church
office.

First Christian Church

205 East Kirkwood Avenue
Bloomington, Indiana 47408
812-332-4459
fcc@fccbloomington.org
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