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FCC Welcomes New Staff Members 
    

    Since the printing of our July newsletter, FCC has hired four new staff members! We are excited 
to welcome these talented folks to our church.  

    On July 20, we welcomed our new Technical Director, Micah Reeves. Micah�s primary 
responsibilities concern managing our audio and livestreaming needs for our 10 a.m. worship service, 
handling our audio/visual needs in our new Upper Room service on Sundays at 5 p.m. (beginning in 
September), and managing FCC�s social media presence. 

    Also on July 20, Caleb Hoagland began serving as our Interim Director of Outreach Ministries. 
Caleb�s primary responsibilities are overseeing the Welcome Table Breakfast, serving as FCC�s liaison 
to Bloomington Severe Weather Emergency Shelter (BSWERS), and serving as the staff resource for 
the Outreach Commission. Caleb will serve in this position while we continue to discern a long-term 
plan for outreach ministry staffing. 

    On August 17, Haley Norris will join FCC�s staff as our Interim Director of Faith Formation. 
Haley�s primary responsibilities will include youth ministry, oversight of our children�s worship 
program, coordination of small group ministries, and serving as the staff resource for the Faith 
Formation Commission. Haley is well-known to many as she is active in our congregation as a 
member of the Faith Formation Commission and serves as secretary of the Board. Haley will serve as 
an interim while we continue to discern a long-term plan for faith formation ministry staffing. 

    Finally, on August 24, we will welcome Daniel Kim as our new Director of Music. Daniel is a first-
year doctoral student at the Jacobs School of Music where he 
recently completed a master�s degree in choral conducting. 
Daniel is at home in South Korea for the summer, but he is 
already making connections with our church staff and working 
on plans for the fall.  His responsibilities will include 
overseeing our traditional worship music program and 
directing our sanctuary choir. 

    Please take a few moments to read our new staffers� bios. 
Thank you in advance for the warm welcome you will give to 
each of them! 
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Dear Church, 
 
    In mid-July, I enjoyed the privilege of attending the General Assembly of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Memphis, Tennessee. Other attendees 
from FCC were Pastor Sarah Lynne Gershon, Lynae Mitchell, Linda Abe, Jude     
Rea-Hedrick, Jennifer Fettchenhauer, and Crystal Hammon. We stayed in two 
Airbnb houses, five of us together in one rental and two in the other. I enjoyed the opportunity to share 
meals and community, including a relaxing movie night, in the comfort of our vacation rental. 
    In case you are not familiar with General Assembly, it is a four-day gathering of Disciples from across 
the United States and Canada at which attendees learn together, share in worship, and conduct the 
business of the general church. While General Assembly has long been held biennially, that will change 
going forward as in-person gatherings will now be held every three years. In the years between those 
gatherings, a virtual Assembly will be held. So, in 2026 and 2027, Disciples will gather virtually, and in 
2028, we will once again gather in person (location TBD). 
    All the Assembly activities were held at the Renasant Convention Center in downtown Memphis. Our 
time together began on Saturday morning with a gathering and roll call of all the Regions and the first of 
four business sessions. The business sessions at Assembly include the sharing of reports from the many 
ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) as we hear about the work of Disciples Home 
Missions, Disciples Women�s Ministries, Higher Education and Leadership Ministries, and the Pension 
Fund to name just a few. Business sessions also involve discussion and voting on sense-of-the-Assembly 
resolutions. According to the Assembly website, �A Sense-of the Assembly resolution is an expression of 
the General Assembly concerning a moral, ethical or religious matter confronting the church, the nation 
or the world. Adoption of a resolution must represent agreement by a majority of an assembly�s voting 
representatives that the conviction or view expressed is based on Christian insights and is a part of their 
witness to Jesus Christ. Resolutions are developed for the guidance of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in its program operation, for the consideration of the congregations and members of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) and for a Christian witness to the world. The text of a proposed resolution 
should be so phrased as not to bring into question the Christian commitment of those who do not agree.�            
Some of the resolutions that were of particular interest to me included the following: 

GA-2215 Opposing Project 2025 And Other Policies That Are Inconsistent with Our Commitment 
to Justice, Mercy, and Compassion For Our Neighbors;  

GA-2568 An Emergency Resolution Concerning the Moral Crisis of Federal Budget Priorities in the 
2025 Reconciliation Bill;  

GA-2570 Emergency Resolution Responding to The United States Federal Government�s Attack on 
Immigrants, Migrants, And Refugees. 

 If you are interested in knowing more about the resolutions that were discussed at Assembly, I will be 
happy to talk with you or to direct you toward some website resources. 
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(Minister�s Missive continued from page 2) 
 

    For me, some of the highlights of our time in Memphis happened away from the Convention Center. 
On Sunday morning, five of us attended worship at Lindenwood Christian Church, where we heard a 
stirring sermon by Rev. Virzola Law. We were also treated to some magnificent traditional music by 
an excellent choir and instrumentalists. On Sunday afternoon, we took advantage of some free time to 
tour the Civil Rights Museum. My only regret about this experience was that we did not have more 
time to spend there.  
    For me personally, perhaps the high point of the week was the demonstration in downtown 
Memphis in which I participated. Civil Rights leader, Disciples pastor, professor, and activist Dr. 
William Barber led a group of Disciples clergy and laypeople as we carried  two coffins and a report 
from the Institute of Policy Studies showing the negative impacts of the 2025 reconciliation bill on 
those who depend on Medicaid, SNAP, and other benefits, delivering these items to the federal 
building downtown which houses the offices of Tennessee�s congressional representatives. The day was 
hot, but our voices were strong as we marched and sang, �Ain�t gonna let nobody turn me around, 
gonna keep on walkin�, keep on talkin�, marching up to freedom land.�  
    As always, General Assembly was a tiring but also encouraging week for me. Seeing old seminary 
peers, congregants from churches I once served, and colleagues from near and far is always a joy. 
Learning, worshiping, and even marching with other Disciples reminds me that we are a part of a 
beautiful and faithful movement of folks who are committed to living out Christ�s justice and 
compassion even in these challenging times. I am glad to be a Disciple. 
    Perhaps in 2026 and 2027, you will join me for our virtual Assembly. And in 2028, maybe you will 
claim one of the seats in my minivan! 
 

Shalom, 
 
 
Pastor Kyrmen  
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Join Us for Two Special Celebrations Recognizing the Ministries of  
Pastor Sarah Lynne Gershon and Dr. Jan Harrington 

All Church Picnic @ Pie Contest 
Sunday, August 10 at 12:00 pm 
Bryan Park - Woodlawn shelter 

 

Join us for a picnic and pie contest celebrating 
the ministry of Pastor Sarah Lynne. Bring a side 
to share and a pie for the contest! We will head 
over to the park following worship  
on Aug. 10! See you there! 

All Church Lunch following Worship 
Sunday, August 17 (11:30 am) 

Great Hall at FCC 
 

Let�s celebrate the Music Ministry of Dr. Jan 
Harrington and wish him well in his retirement! 
Join us for an All-Church Lunch in Great Hall 
following worship on August 17. See you there! 
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In Our Prayers�  
 

   Continued prayers are requested for the family of Mary Droste, beloved, longtime 
FCC member who passed away on July 22 at the age of 94. Visitation and services for 

Mary will be held at Day & Deremiah-Day funeral home on Saturday, August 9. Visitation will 
begin at 9:30 am with the service following at 11:30 am. Burial at Valhalla cemetery will follow.  

    Prayer for Frieda Hoffman and her family as Frieda journeys through the final season of her 
life. Frieda, the oldest living member of our church, fell on July 27 and has been in decline 
since. She is receiving hospice care, is no longer eating and has stopped responding to family and 
caregivers. Please offer prayers of comfort for her family as they say their last good-byes and for 
Frieda as she moves from this life to the next.  

    Prayers are appreciated for Joanie Breeden and her family as they grieve the passing of 
Joanie�s husband, Dick Breeden, who passed away on July 24. The family will hold a private 
memorial service. While cards are welcome, Joanie requests that her need for quiet be honored, 
so no calls of texts at this time, please.  

    May God bring comfort to those who grieve these losses.  

Know Your Numbers! 
 

    Do you know your numbers? 

FCC�s Health Ministry is 
kicking off a �Know Your 
Numbers� campaign in 
September.  

    Look for more details to come on a fall Health 
Fair at FCC in September where you will have 
the opportunity to get your blood pressure, 

Blood sugar, cholesterol and BMI checked. 
Staying on top of these �numbers� is very 
important for your overall and your heart health!   
    You will also gain valuable information about 
these numbers and how they relate to living a 
healthy and happy life.  
    So, be on the lookout for details on this 
important event coming up in September!  

Contact Jean Thompson if  
you�d like to help out at our  
PrideFest booth on Aug. 23.  
We need volunteers to greet  
folks at our booth and we will also need bottled 
water and candy to hand out. Let Jean know if 
you�d like to help! 
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Meet New Director of Music Daniel Kim 
 

    Daniel Myeongjun Kim is a conductor, organist, and columnist active in 
both Korea and the United States. He won first prize in the 2020 Korean Next-
Generation Choral Conducting Competition and debuted as music director of 
the Seoul Youth Choir and Vocal Ensemble Makers at major venues including 
KBS Hall and the National Theater of Korea. He has conducted a wide range of 
ensembles such as the Yonsei Glee Club and Yeoneum Children�s Choir, and 
served as assistant conductor for the Yonsei University Church Choir. In the 
U.S., he was selected as a conducting fellow at the Northwestern Bach 
Academy and worked as assistant chorus master for the 
world premiere of The Great Adventure of Kavalier and 

Clay, co-produced by Indiana University and the Metropolitan Opera. He 
currently serves as assistant conductor of NOTUS (IU Contemporary Vocal 
Ensemble) and as an Associate Instructor at Indiana University, where he is 
pursuing his doctoral studies in choral conducting. 
    Daniel earned his bachelor�s degree in Church Music from Yonsei 
University in Seoul and a master�s degree in Choral Conducting from Indiana 
University. He is also a columnist, sharing heartfelt reflections on the role of 
musicians in society and the enduring power of classical music to inspire and 
bring people together. 

Haley Norris named Interim Faith Formation Director 
 

    Haley Norris is a dedicated and long-time member of the church 
community, known for her unwavering commitment to youth ministry. 
With over 10 years of experience working with young people at church 
camp, Haley brings a deep passion for mentorship, spiritual growth, 
and creating meaningful experiences that inspire faith and fellowship. In 
addition to her camp leadership, she has been actively involved in Faith 
Formation for several years, helping guide and nurture the spiritual 
development of children and families within the church. In her spare 
time, Haley enjoys knitting, finding peace and creativity in each stitch.  
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     Meet FCC�s New Technical Director Micah Reeves 
 

Hello! My name is Micah Reeves and I am the new Technical Director here 
at First Christian Church! I am excited to have the opportunity to start 
serving in the community and to meet all of you.  
    I currently am enrolled in the IU Jacob School of Music pursuing a degree 
in Audio Engineering. My plans after school are to work in studios with 
bands or repair electronic equipment for studios. My hobbies include playing 
music, running, writing, and spending time with my friends.  
 
 
 

 

Meet Caleb Hoagland  
FCC�s Interim Outreach Director 
 
    Caleb Hoagland has been a member of the BSWERS 
(Bloomington Severe Weather Emergency Shelter)  
leadership team since it's inception and is deeply 
committed to helping others. He will be coordinating our 
Welcome Table Breakfast Ministry as well as our work in 
the BSWERS Shelter. He is committed to helping those 
who are unhoused and who struggle with addiction and 
mental health conditions.  
    Caleb is 39 years old and enjoys cooking and playing board games (maybe he�ll join our Second 
Saturday Game Nights?). He is also a member of First United Methodist Church of  Bloomington.  
 

Welcome to FCC! 

 

New FCC Dinner Groups Forming Now!  
Join a Group! 

 
 

    It�s time to sign up for FCC dinner groups! Dinner groups provide 
an opportunity to get to know other congregants while sharing a meal 
together. You do NOT need to be able to host to join! Sign up today! 
Return the sign-up card (in this newsletter) to church by Sunday, 
August 18.  
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AUGUST/EARLY SEPT. BIRTHDAYS 

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday list! 



 

 

 

Join the Celebrations! 
August 10:  

All Church Picnic & Pie Contest  
(Woodlawn Shelter at Bryan Park) 

Celebration for Pastor Sarah Lynne 
 

August 17:  
All-Church Lunch 

(following worship in Great Hall) 
Celebration of the Music 

Ministry of Dr. Jan Harrington 
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Scripture Readings 
For Sunday Worship 

 

August 10 
Pastor Sarah Lynne Gershon preaching 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Luke 12:32-40 

 

August 17 
Dr. Jan Harrington�s last Sunday 

Jeremiah 23:23-29 
Luke 12:49-56 

 

August 24 

Psalm 49:1-12 
Colossians 3:1-11 
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