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Update on FCC�s Capital Campaign 
We�ve Met Our Goal, and Surpassed It! 

 

       In May, we launched a capital campaign with a goal of raising $650,000  
   to address needed repairs and renovations on our dear old church building. 
Church, we have more than made that goal. As of the writing of this message, we have raised 
$766,330. That is $166,300 above our goal! More than $260,000 of the total raised is grant money 
awarded to us by the Lilly Endowment through Sacred Places Indiana and by the Center for 
Congregations, organizations that are investing in the good work of FCC.  But folks, over 
$500,000 has been given or pledged by members and friends of First Christian Church! 
That is an incredible level of generosity! 
    When this news was initially shared at a recent capital campaign meeting, no one seemed to react 
very strongly. I suspect that the people of FCC are getting used to meeting and exceeding our goals, 
and so we may not be quick to recognize just how extraordinary this is. 
    In a season in which churches are in decline, many of them closing, it is beyond amazing that our 
congregation is pouring out such a level of generosity. When I share with clergy colleagues what we 
have achieved, they find it hard to believe. Friends, the Holy Spirit is on the move in our 
church!  The gifts and pledges that have been given are evidence that the people of FCC are filled 
with hope and optimism about what God is doing for, with, and through us! 
    We look forward to a grand celebration this fall as we give thanks for this amazing season of 
blessing! Stay tuned for details about our upcoming Harvest Festival event! 
    Finally, I offer thanksgiving for the hard-working, 
committed work of the leaders in our church who have 
labored tirelessly to lead our fundraising efforts and our capital 
project work. A special thanks to Betsy Watson, Tim Sullivan, 
Jim Watson, Chris Martoglio, and all the members of the 
Capital Campaign and Capital Projects teams. 
    May we continue to move forward, guided by the Spirit, as 
we use our big, beautiful building and our abundant resources 
to share the inclusive love of Christ!  
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Dear Church, 
 
    In the midst of a lot of transition, some difficult good-byes, and the grief that 
comes with change, I want to use my article this month to draw your attention 
to some amazing things that happened at FCC this summer (in addition to that 
bit of capital campaign news on the front page). We have cause to celebrate! 
    The first new staff member we welcomed this summer is Micah Reeves, who 
is serving us as our Technical Director. Micah�s job description expands on the 
previous responsibilities associated with this position, and he is doing great 
work! If you haven�t visited our Facebook page lately, go and have a look! 
Micah is working with a regular posting schedule which includes sharing a 
weekly video clip that showcases a �golden nugget� from the sermon. These regular posts invite increased 
engagement with our church. You may also have noticed some significant improvements to the sound 
quality of our worship service, both in the sanctuary and in the livestream. Micah will soon be assisting 
FCC�s good friend Ben Wesenberg in the installation of a new wireless sound system (thanks to our 
capital campaign), which will result in even more significant enhancement. We are also working together 
on some new accessibility solutions to help those who struggle to hear in the sanctuary. I celebrate 
Micah�s work and the positive changes he is helping us implement! 
    When Caleb Hoagland joined our staff as Interim Director of Outreach Ministries, he didn�t expect to 
become a record-setter. But three out of his first six Sundays at FCC, the Welcome Table served more 
guests than ever before, with a highwater mark of 190. Caleb has handled this unexpected growth with 
calmness and resourcefulness as he searches for new volunteers, grants, and funding for groceries. He is 
also a master of cost-cutting when it comes to grocery shopping! While I am saddened that so much need 
exists in Bloomington, I am heartened that FCC continues to be a place where hungry people can find 
food and where those in need of community find friendship. I celebrate God�s provision in using us to 
help to meet these needs! 
    On August 24, FCC participated in Bloomington Pride as we have for several years, but this year was 
special. The Pride organizers requested and were granted permission to hold Family Zone activities on 
our lawn. We were also able to have our church booth right next to the Kirkwood administrative 
entrance! We allowed Bloomington Pride to set up a gender-affirming clothing closet in the Chapel 
Gathering space, and church volunteers welcomed festival-goers into the building throughout the day to 
use our restrooms. This allowed a far higher level of interaction between our church and Bloomington 
Pride guests than we have had in the past. It was a wonderful day of sharing joy and welcome in our 
community. I celebrate this opportunity to share hospitality! 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

The Minister�s Missive 
Celebrate Good Times - Come On! 
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In Our Prayers�  
 

Please continue to pray for the family of Frieda Hoffman, who passed away on August 6 at the 
age of 101. Services for Frieda were held at FCC on August 15.  
 

    Please also continue to pray for the family of Mary Droste who passed in July at the age of 94. Mary�s 
services were held on August 9. 

(Continued from page 2)     
 

    Our health ministry is continuing to flourish under the direction of Lynae Mitchell, our Faith 
Community Nurse, who brings passion and vision to her role. Monthly events that educate us on 
caring for our bodies, minds, and spirits were offered throughout the summer, and just this past 
Sunday, we enjoyed a health fair. In other new opportunities, a Sunday morning small group called 
Considering the Sermon Scripture began meeting last week, offering a space for reflection and 
community for those who are not already part of a Sunday morning small group. I celebrate the ways 
we are learning and growing together! 
    Finally, our new worship service, The Upper Room, which we had planned to launch this month, has 
been put on delay. There is simply too much transition right now to launch this new initiative well. And 
while that is very disappointing to me, I am excited that this new ministry WILL happen when life at FCC 
finds its new rhythm. I celebrate that we are making plans to welcome even more people into the life of 
our community by offering a fresh new way to worship! 
    Friends, God is on the move at FCC!!  Let us keep saying, �Come on, Holy Spirit, bring it!� And may we 
notice and give thanks for all the amazing ways that God is showing up for us, with us, and through us! 
 

September shalom, 
 

 

Pastor Kyrmen 

Welcome back, 
Shayla!  

 

    We are pleased to 
welcome Shayla Van Hal 
back to our staff! Shayla 
is serving FCC as Interim 

Director of Music and organist. She directs the 
sanctuary choir, the handbell choir, provides 
organ music, and oversees the music ministry 
of the church.  We are blessed that Shayla has 
chosen to share her gifts, her energy, and her 
spirit of service with FCC! 

Do you need to get  
in touch with Pastor Kyrmen? 

 

Please note that Pastor Kyrmen has recently adjusted 
her schedule. She is now taking Friday-Saturday off; 
she appreciates you understanding that if you email 
her on one of those days, you may have to wait for a 
response. If you are trying to catch her, you will 
typically find her in the office on Tuesday and 
Wednesday; on Monday and Thursday, she often 
works from home, attends meetings in the 
community, or visits those who need care.  It is 
always best to schedule time with her in advance by 
texting her at 317-408-9782 or emailing at 
pastorkyrmen@gmail.com  



Music Note! 
 Greetings, FCC friends! 
 

    After a year of teaching at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, I am back in Bloomington to finish my 
dissertation work at IU. It is a blessing to be back in this congregation not only as the organist but serving in 
new capacities as the interim director of music. Just as you have been seeing and feeling this time of 
transition at FCC�the capital campaign, staff shifts, celebrating and grieving friends moving on from this 
place�it is a time of great transition for the music ministry.  
    Stepping into Dr. Jan Harrington�s shoes after 10 fruitful years at FCC is no easy feat. However, both 
Pastor Kyrmen and I have seen this new season and its upside-down timing as a gift from God. Having 
worked with Jan for two years prior to my teaching appointment, I am familiar with the choir and what has 
worked well under Jan�s tenure. My great desire and hope is to continue in Jan�s legacy of thoughtfulness, 
care, and musicianship while bringing my own background and knowledge into each rehearsal, each 
performance, each service. 
    As a graduate of Luther College, I became acquainted with the legacy of the late, great choral conductor, 
Weston Noble. A nugget of wisdom he provided: �All music must dance.� We often think of dance as being 
joyful, spirited. But as I have returned to the organ bench and felt the presence of the Holy Spirit in 
worship, I have taken to heart the idea that all aspects of our worship reflect the dance of life. The Spirit has 
danced in our minds as we consider the Word and the words spoken at the pulpit, as we come forward as 
beloved children to God�s table. Even in times of quiet reflection, our hearts are renewed for this dance. 
    As we continue to exist in this time of in-betweenness�no longer the church and the individuals we 
once were, but not yet fully renewed, still dreaming where God will take us�I pray you are able to 
remember life�s dance. Where I am aware of it most is when leading hymns. Hymns have been written 
through the ages for various seasons of life in Christ, and certainly not all of them seem like they could 
invoke dance. But whenever we sing together, my body cannot help but dance sympathetically in response 
to the breath and the voices that carry us forward. Dance does not exist without movement and breath, just 
as God�s desire for God�s people cannot be fully realized without us working 
towards it. 
 

Peace in Christ, 
Shayla 
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Welcome Trin, FCC�s Community Engagement Partner! 
 

    Katrina �Trin� Piedra has served Bloomington in social services for over 
three years, with specializations in unhoused outreach and resource 
coordination. She finds purpose in seeing and believing in each person she 
meets beyond any difficult circumstances they are facing. She is working as a 
cook (after federal funding removal of her prior position) while waiting for 
her offered position in Emergency Medical Services to begin in October. She 
would like to extend her thanks to the FCC family for making it possible to 
continue connecting with the communities she loves dearly.  
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Reachin� Out  
Caleb Hoagland, FCC Outreach 
 

    Wowzers! What an amazing month it has been for Outreach at FCC. With a great Pride, Health 
Fair, and record attendance at the Welcome Breakfast (189!) we have surely been busy. First and 
foremost, thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers. None of these events could happen without 
you!  
    With record breakfast numbers fast approaching we will be needing more volunteers. We need 
folks to help set up, serve, and/or clean up breakfast. If you or someone you know would like to 
volunteer, please reach out to me at outreach@fccbloomington.org.  
    Emergency Shelter season is right around the corner. Once again FCC will be a host site. We will 
be offering a De-escalation class on Wednesday, September 17 and Narcan training 
October 8.These classes are open to anyone interested so bring family and friends that are 
interested.  
    Want to help but can�t volunteer? You can drop off donations at FCC in the lobby, or reach out 
via email or text and I can come to you. Below is a list of items we will be needing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Thank you so much for allowing me to serve and be a part of your wonderful church, It is such a 
blessing. As we ramp up our outreach for winter, let�s remind ourselves of two things. First, 
refusing to harden one's heart is truly a radical act, especially when times are tough. Second, crazy 
times call for crazy love. Thank you, and God bless.  

Coffee (decaf and real) 
Coffee creamer 
Sugar 
Cereal 

Toaster pastries 
Granola bars 
Socks 
Hand warmers 
Personal hygiene items 
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Sunday Before Worship 
 

Sunday Meditation Group  
(spiritual practice) 
 

This group practices silent meditation to 
cultivate peace and joy. Each session 
includes discussion of readings from 
teachers such as Thich Nhat Hahn, 
Richard Rohr, and others.  No previous 
experience in meditation practice is 
required. This group meets Sundays at 
8:15 a.m in the Children’s worship 
space. 
Contact: Tom Walsh 
 
Emmaus-Interpreters Class  
(Bible study, discussion) 
 

This long-standing group chooses books 
and topics for conversation about our faith 
and scripture. They enjoy serious study 
and robust debate. The topic for the fall 
will be chosen at their first meeting on 
Sept 7th.  The group meets at 9:15 a.m.  
in the Campbellite Room, 2nd level. 
Contact: Andy Stafford 
 

After Worship 
 
Considering the Scripture  
(Bible Study, Discussion) 
 

Spend time with the sermon scripture, 
engaging your mind, heart, and spirit.   
We will share understandings, questions, 
and faith journeys in the exploration and 
discussion format where all loving 
responses are welcomed and valued.  
This group meets Sundays at 11:30 
a.m. in the Fireside Study.  
Contact: Amy Lynn 

Fall 2025 Small Groups & Classes 

After Worship 
 

The Sharing Table (discussion group) 
 

Join this lively, unstructured dialogue as 
participants review the morning sermon and 
discuss various meditational writings through 
the lens of a personal relationship with the 
sacred. Conversation begins at 11:30 a.m. in 
the sanctuary on the main level. 
Contact: Thomas Thompson 
 

Weekly 
 
Disciples Men (discussion group) 
 

Disciples Men meets weekly on Wednesdays 
for supportive conversation on a variety of 
topics. This group provides a great place to 
deepen community. (8:00 am near Starbucks 
at Kroger on College Mall Rd.)  
Contact: Tim Jessen 
 

Monthly 
 

Voices of Faith (Disciples Women) 
 

Voices of Faith strives to dialogue, educate. 
and advocate as we do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with God. (Micah 6:8)  
As a Disciples Women’s group, we have 
partnered and supported several community 
organizations and causes. This group meets 
the second Friday of each month from 10-
11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Study. 
Contact: Sue Fettchenhauer or Sandra Bate. 
 
Youth Group 
 

FCC Youth Group services middle and high 
schoolers with both a monthly bible study and 
activity. Please email Haley Norris at 
faithformation@fccbloomington.org for details.  
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SEPTEMBER/EARLY OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday list! 



 

 

 

The Results are in!  
Be sure to read  

this month’s cover story! 
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Scripture Readings 
For Sunday Worship 

 

September 14 
Psalm 51:1-10 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 

September 21 

Psalm 79:1-9 (CEB) 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 (CEB) 

 

September 28 

Psalm 146 
1 Timothy 6:6-19 

 

October 5 

Luke 17:5-10 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 
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