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FCC’s Commitment Season Begins October 8
Congregational Meeting and Update following Worship

On Sunday, October 8" FCC’s Commitment Season will begin as every family and individual

considers how they will support our operating budget in 2024. All are invited to remain in the
sanctuary after worship for a brief congregational meeting. This meeting has two objectives:

1. The Finance Committee will share its proposed 2024 budget. The budget will convey
ministry plans and goals for 2024 so that our congregation understands the financial
commitment that is needed to make those goals a reality. There will be opportunities
during and after the meeting for you to ask any questions you have about the proposed
budget. We will not be voting on the budget at this time. After our pledges are
received on November 12, the Finance Committee will assess whether adjustments must
be made to the proposed budget to meet anticipated giving. A final budget proposal will
be presented and voted on after any necessary adjustments have been made.

Utilizing this opportunity to address the assembled congregation, the Sacred Places
Team and Capital Projects Committee will explain in detail the purpose and process of
the feasibility study which will be led by consultants from Partners from Sacred Places in
late October and November. The congregation will be given an opportunity to ask any
questions they may have about the study and its goals.

Blessing of the Animals
Join us October 8th on FCC’s Front Lawn at 4:00pm

Do you have a beloved pet? Then bring your darling furball (or scaly reptile or agile amphibian,
etc.) to FCC’s lawn for our Blessing of the Animals service on Sunday, October 8 at 4:00 p.m.
This brief and light-hearted service gives us an opportunity to share the joy of our pets and be
reminded that they are God’s beloved creatures. If your best animal buddy is shy or anti-social,
you are welcome to bring a photograph. We will be collecting pet food for the Monroe County
Humane Association, so please bring along some dry or canned food. This is a wonderful event
for inviting friends and neighbors! So, gather up those doggies, kitties, snakes, hamsters, lamas,
hippos, and fire-breathing dragons (okay, now we’re just being silly. . .) for this fun-filled event!
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The Minister’s Missive
Determining What is Feasible
Dear Church,

For some time now, our congregation has been aware that our beautiful
old building has some significant needs. We are also aware that those needs
are expensive! At some point in the near future, we will need to conduct a

capital campaign to raise funds for undertaking this work.

The Sacred Places Team has some great news to share related to our

church’s capital needs! Using funding from two grant awards, our
congregation will be employing the skills of a team of consultants from Partners for Sacred Places to
conduct a feasibility study. Why is that good news? Well, let’s unpack what it all means.

First, Partners for Sacred Places is a non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation of
historic houses of worship. In other words, they help congregations like ours that have old buildings
with big needs to meet those needs so that they can practice vibrant and relevant ministry. The
Sacred Places Team believes there is no better suited or more qualified consulting team we could
call upon. We are very excited about working with these professionals, and very excited that the

fees will be cornpletely covered by grant funds!

Second, let me take a minute to explain what a feasibility study is and why we need one. A
feasibility study’s goal is pretty much just what it sounds like — to help us to determine what is
possible for our congregation. The Sacred Places Team will prepare lists of folks to be interviewed
by our consultants. Some of you will be contacted and invited to participate. Many of these
interviews will take place in-person when our consultants are on-site in early November while some
will be held via Zoom. Interviewees will include church leaders, members and former members of
the congregation, community partners, neighboring business owners, civic leaders, local
philanthropists, and charitable foundation representatives. These interviews will last between 45
and 60 minutes each and will help us to gather some critical information, such as: How well does
our congregation understand the projects that need to be completed on our building? Do most
congregants agree that the work needs to be done? Are there other priorities some feel are more
important? What do our community partners think about our plans? What is our reputation in the
community beyond the church? Do church member and others in our community care enough
about these projects to make monetary gifts to support their completion?

The consultants will create a report based on these interviews that will help our church
understand whether or not we are ready to conduct a capital campaign. If we are not ready, the
report will help us understand what we need to do to get ready. The report will also help us to set
realistic goals regarding how much capital we can actually raise.

(Continued on page 3)



Page 3

The Christian Visitor

(Continued from Minister’s Missive, page 2)

This feasibility study will help us to be prepared and effective when the time comes, likely in

2024, to move forward with raising the funds needed to make our building last for another 100

years. There will be more opportunities to learn about the feasibility study process; please plan to

come to the congregational meeting on Oct 8 after worship and bring your questions.

Church, I'am so excited to be on this journey together as I believe we will discover that what is

feasible for us is a bright future in which our building functions as a center from which Christ’s

compassion flows!

Shalom,
Pastor Kyrmen

Seeking to Borrow Fabric from
Around the World

In celebration of World Communion
Sunday on October 1, the communion
table will be covered with fabric from
different countries. If you have such fabric
to loan (by the yard, a shirt, blouse, or
dress will be fine), please contact Linda

Abe, abels(@indiana.edu or 812-320-1365.

Thank you!

In Our Prayers...

We express our sympathy and offer our

prayers for Charlie Sinn and family.

Charlie's dad, Charles Sinn, Sr., passed

away on September 8 at age 95. Visitation
will be held on Monday, October 9 from 4:00 to 7:00
p-m. at The Funeral Chapel (3000 E. 3rd St) and from
9:00 am until the time of service at 10:00 a.m. on
Tuesday, October 10, also at the Funeral Chapel. A
graveside service will follow at Mt. Gilead Cemetery.
Cards of sympathy can be sent to the Sinn family at
2559 S. Smith Road, Bloomington, Ind., 47401.

We offer prayers for Natalie Garshaw who
continues her recovery from cancer surgery. We pray
for healing and strength. Cards and notes of
encouragement can be sent to Natalie at 3740 N.
Russell Road, Bloomington, Ind., 47408.

Sandi Patty Concert in Martinsville in November

Would you be interested in joining FCC friends for a Sandi Patty concert on Nov. 4 in Martinsville? If so,

contact Erica Eckensberger at 774-929-5177.
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Guest Organist Marilyn Keiser

to play in service this Sunday

 “Praise God with stringed instruments and organs. ... Let everything that breathes
praise the Lord!" Psalm 150, authorized version

On Sunday September 17, we are excited to welcome guest organist Dr.
Marilyn Keiser to play for our worship service.

Marilyn Keiser is Chancellor's Professor Emerita of Music at the Jacobs
School of Music, where she taught sacred music courses and applied organ
for 25 years. In 1998, she was presented with a Teaching Excellence
Recognition Award from the Jacobs School and in 2002, she was named
Chancellor's Professor at Indiana University, the most prestigious academic
appointment at IU that recognizes faculty who have served as pioneers in
their field with an extensive record of accomplishment and leadership in

teaching, research, and service.

After receiving her doctorate from Union Theological Seminary in NYC, she became Assistant Organist
of The Riverside Church in New York City, and one year later was appointed Associate Organist and
Choirmaster of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, a position she held from 1966 to 1970. Prior to her
appointment at Indiana University, Dr. Keiser was Organist and Director of Music at All Souls Parish in
Asheville, North Carolina and Music Consultant for the Episcopal Diocese of Western North Carolina,
holding both positions from 1970 to 1983.

A virtuoso concert organist, Marilyn Keiser has performed across the United States. and internationally.
In addition, she has given lectures and workshops in church music for all of the major denominations,
specializing in music for small churches. Marilyn served on the Standing Commission on Church Music for six
years, was a consultant to the Hymnal 1982, and a contributing editor to the hymnal Ecumenical Praise; she is a past
president of the Association of Anglican Musicians, and served as a founder and chair of the Leadership Program
for Musicians Serving Small Churches for 5 years. She also chaired a Mentoring Task Force sponsored by the
Association of Anglican Musicians for 5 years.

At Indiana University since 1983, she was distinguished in teaching organ and church music, but also at
her parish church Trinity Episcopal mentoring both organ and choral scholars. In a recent article in the
Herald Times, organist Katie Burk summed up Marilyn Keiser’s special calling as a mentor and musician:
"Dr. Keiser is the consummate mentor, having always modeled the highest standards of professional
behavior, musical excellence and thoughtful ministry. Her concern for others, knowledge of the church
and its liturgical practices, and sense of humor made my time under her tutelage deeply helpful, musically
fruitful and immensely enjoyable. She is capable of cultivating a thriving musical community in a way that is
unique and exciting. The impact her ministry has had on generations of organists, singers, clergy and
congregants will resound for years to come!” !

In 2006 the Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis and Bishop Cate Waynick created the Marilyn Keiser
Organ Scholarship to support organ students at the IU Jacobs School of Music in recognition of her
mentorship and dedicated service to the music world.

'Quoted in an article by Timothy Jessen, Bloomington Herald Times, June 3, 2022.
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Caring For Each Other

We want to do all we can to make our worship service and church activities as welcoming as
possible for all people, including those who have allergies and sensitivities to scents. For that reason,
we would ask that you not wear perfumes, colognes, body sprays, or other strongly scented products
when you come to church functions. For some of our members, exposure to strong scents leads to a
serious health reaction. Thank you for being considerate and making our church a hospitable place for
people with such sensitivities!

~HCILY

§ "'”’:/-_ RECONCILIATION Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering
‘ : MINISTRY received September 24 and October 1

The Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering is received each year in congregations on the last
Sunday in September and the first Sunday in October (in solidarity with World Communion
Sunday). Funds generated by this special emphasis are used throughout the year to provide grants to
ministries and congregations actively developing and implementing programs that promote our
Church’s Pro-Reconciliation and Anti-Racist identity. These programs and efforts seck to reveal,
re-educate, and remove systemic and structural barriers in our communities that serve to deny the
image of God and human thriving based on race.

Your gifts to Reconciliation Ministry strengthens our Church’s witness to God’s unending love for
all of humanity. With your generosity, leaders, communities, and our congregations are being
equipped to witness to God’s love and justice in all times and in every season. The time is always ripe
to stand up for justice to ensure that all of God’s children are treated equitably. Thank you for joining
us on this journey through your generosity.

Youth Sunday is September 24!

Each year, FCC’s Youth Group creates a very special Sunday worship service for the entire FCC
family. This gives our youth the opportunity to explore what worship and church means to them.
This service is created and implemented entirely by the youth. Please plan to join us for worship on
September 24, and support our youth as they lead worship, delivering a wonderful service.



FCC’s Annual All-Church Picnic and Pie Contest!

] &7
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Christmas in September?!

You will notice a Christmas tree in the Chapel Gathering Space soon! We aren’t

celebrating Christmas early. We are getting ready for Advent early! That’s because we
want to give you a chance to contribute. On the Christmas tree will be prompts for
contributing a short (2-4 sentence) reflection for our Advent devotional. FCC
member, Crystal Hammon, will be writing and putting together this devotional. You
will send your reflection to her. The prompt will include instructions for submission.

Advent Market

Calling all crafters! We are looking for crafters who would like to donate
merchandise to sell at our Advent Market church fundraiser on Dec. 3rd. If you are
interested, please contact Pastor Sarah Lynne Gershon at

sarahl;nnc(@fccbloomington.org.

“Prepare ye the way of the Lord!” Advent is all about getting ready and we want to help everyone
get ready for Christmas at an Advent Market this year! The Market will be Sunday December 3,
following a Hanging of the Greens service. The service will provide a special time for us to
reflect on the symbols of Advent present in worship. Then, join us in Great Hall for the market
where you will find your Advent devotional materials and small gifts you can purchase for Christmas
presents. This will be a great service and event so please invite your friends and family to come with
you!

But in order to have an Advent Market we need YOU to get ready by making and donating some
crafts! Here are some Advent Market craft ideas: ornaments, Christmas cards, crocheted or knitted
washcloths, handmade soap or lotion, blankets, soup mix in a jar, cookie mix in a jar...We would
also like to have baked goods for sale and homemade candy. And if you’ve got some great white elephant
gifts or “re-gifts,” hang on to those for the Advent Market. We will have a “white elephant” gift table as well.
Look out for a sign up for the Advent Market from Pastor Sarah Lynne in a later newsletter, but
don’t wait start planning and crafting! We hope this will be a fun event, showcasing all of the talents
at l:CC and%noviding everyone with special gifts for coworkers, friends, and family.

#

Psst... if you like crafting, you can join Haley Norris’
Craft, Chat and Pray small group

on Thursday evenings at FCC!



Page 8 The Christian Visitor

KI N D o M Reflections on the General Assembly
Linda Abe
o F G o D This year’s 2023 General Assembly, “Kindom of God Within Us,

Among Us” (rather than “Kingdom”) was lived out among
w I T H I N U s approximately 3,000 Disciples of Christ across the United States and

AM eN G U Canada. It was exciting to realize that congregations from churches

spreading from the east coast to the west coast of America and north

GEMESIS 11:1-8 » LUKE 17 1+ 2 PETER 1:3

n across Canada had sent representatives to gather as one body of
ﬁ‘éj 29 - 74”7"4‘# 12023 - Lowipille Christ in Louisville Kentucky.

The most joyous moment of the Assembly for me was when the voting members of the 3,000
Disciples of Christ gathered in the vast hall where voting took place and adopted document “GA-2352
Invitation to oppose Anti-Trans Legislation and Affirm the Dignity of Transgender and Gender-Diverse
> embodied President
Tereasa Hord Owen’s exhortation to the church, “Let’s be the church we say we are. It is in being

b

people”. To hear the unanimous voicing of “aye” without a single voicing of “nay,

who we say we are that we actively bear witness to God’s limitless love for all.”

Of the five presentation sessions that I attended, two stood out beyond the others.

On July 30, BIPOC Mental Health Roundtable (BIPOC standing for Black and Indigenous People of
Color and Other People of Color) spoke to the mental, physical social, and emotional trauma fed by
systemic racism leading to flight, fight, freeze, or fawn stress response.

That sounds like a lot to unpack, but by listening to the participants and attendees stories we gained
insight into the specifics of trauma; for example, racialized religious trauma as in Christian
Nationalism, or the learned response of a Japanese American who had engaged the safety and survival
mechanism of ducking his head and trying to appear invisible, or the survival guilt of a migrant who
crossed the border 15 years ago and witnessed the drowning of his daughter. Time was spent on ways
to heal through self- care (realizing that you can’t work with some people; that you don’t have to make
people love you. You are loved) and through communal care, rejecting false narratives and stereotypes
of minorities, and sharing stories. In the words of a presenter, “Everyone is looking for a safe space to
tell your story.”

On July 31, another presentation that resonated with me was entitled, Moral Injury: a mission for
churches. Moral injury can take the form of moral distress caused by high conflict (e.g., can pay for
housing or medicine, but not both) or lingering moral stress (e.g., that felt by pandemic healthcare
workers, or childhood trauma). It can be a crisis of identity and meaning (e.g., overwork) It is the
“drumbeat of suffering and affliction” (e.g., the murder of George Floyd, gun violence, January 6) It is
felt collectively and individually. Although addressed by coping mechanisms of power and control, it
can’t be fixed alone in that we are all living in systems that cause harm. Moral injury is not reversible,
but it can be processed, and doesn’t need to drive our lives. The presenter demonstrated (with the
help of volunteers) how talking circles (Soul Repair Circles) along with deep breathing can provide
support through deep listening to each participant’s story devoid of discussion and suggestions to fix,
but rather listening with an open heart and quiet mind.
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&2 SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS @ f??)
s e
10/01 Dan Goins 60 Bailliere Dr. Maruinsville IN 46151
10/03 Ann Moore 2526 E. Summer Creek Dr.  Bloomington IN 47401
10708 Tim Jessen 3632 W. Indian Creek Dr. Bloomington IN 47403
10/10 Olivia Walsh 3006 S. Olcott Blvd. Bloomington IN 47401
10/11 Lindsay Stafford 3835 Presidio Point, Unit 102 Colorado Springs CO 80920
10/12 Cheri  Engber 2731 S. Silver Creek Dr. Bloomington IN 47401
10/14  Sparrow Houchins 3821 S. Westmont Ave. Bloomington IN 47403
10/14 Maya Jackson 3693 S. Sowder Square Bloomington IN 47401
10/15 Ethan  Fletcher 908 W. Association St. Ellettsville IN 47429
10/16 David  Austin 3040 N. Ramble Road West ~ Bloomington IN 47408
10/16 Nancy Brinegar 2726 S. McCartney Lane Bloomington IN 47401
10/19 Patty Benages 1045 E. Thompson Rd. Indianapolis IN 46227
10/21 Jane Zebendon 2309 S. Sussex Drive Bloomington IN 47401
10/24 Susan  Jenkin 3476 S. Knight Ridge Rd. Bloomington IN 47401
10/25 Scott Cripe 3930 W. Tapp Rd. Bloomington IN 47403
10/25 Rachel Rosolina 2004 Grovesnor Pl. Bloomington IN 47401
10/26 Cindy Kvale 1212 Skylark Ct. Bloomington IN 47401
10/29 Jo Weddle 5390 W. Shadybrook Dr. Bloomington IN 47403
10/29 Mia Walsh 3006 S. Olcott Blvd. Bloomington IN 47401
10/29  Jude Rea-Hedrick Earlham College, Drawer 883 Richmond IN 47374

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday Iist!

801 National Rd West
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Scripture Readings

For Sunday Worship
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH BLOOMINGTON

EXPLORING IDENTITY A People with  Way Forward

Romans 14:1-12
Exodus 14:19-31

September 24

Youth Sunday
Join us for our fall sermon series on Moses Exodus 16:2-15
entitled “Exploring Identity” October 1
Worship on Sundays begins at 10:00 am World Communion Sunday
See you in church! Pastor Sarah Lynne Gershon preaching
A Trusting People

Exodus 17:1-7
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