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Celebrating the Ministries of Jan Harrington and Pastor Sarah Lynne Gershon 
As Jan Harrington Retires and Pastor Sarah Lynne Accepts a Call in Michigan 

    

        In June, FCC�s Board received letters from two of our beloved staff that they will be leaving FCC. 
Pastor Sarah Lynne Gershon has accepted a call with a church in Michigan and Music Director Dr. Jan 
Harrington will be retiring. Both will be leaving in August. In the coming weeks, we will celebrate the 
ministries of Jan and Sarah Lynne as they continue on life�s exciting journey. 
    Most of you probably know that before leading FCC�s music ministry, Dr. Jan Harrington was a 
distinguished conductor and professor at IU�s Jacobs School of Music for 33 years before retiring. Jan also 
holds the honor of being the Chancellor�s Professor Emeritus of Conducting. Jan�s impressive resume 
reaches far beyond the IU community. I encourage you to google his name, or read the bio on the staff 
page of our website (fccbloomington.org). Wow! We have been blessed with his leadership for the past 
12 years. He has shared his love of music with students and professionals through his long career before 
sharing that love with the FCC family. In his letter to the board, he shared, �I will be turning 82 in July, 
and it feels like the right moment to step away from this role that has meant so much to me.�  As Jan 
retires, let�s thank him for all of the ways that his music ministry has touched our lives, and the lives of so 
many beyond our church doors. Please, mark your calendar and plan to join us for an All-Church 
Luncheon Celebration following worship on August 17th.  
    Sarah Lynne Gershon arrived at FCC (along with her beautiful family) in 2020, becoming a member 
while she was a seminary student. Soon, she jumped on board as FCC�s �Student Associate Pastor� just as 
COVID-19 was forcing us in isolation and changing the landscape of our lives, including our church 
community. She was mentored by Pastor Helen and Pastor Will as we navigated the isolation of the 
pandemic, and by Pastor Kyrmen as we emerged from that isolation and worked toward rebuilding our 
church community. She completed her Master of Divinity at Christian Theological Seminary, was 
ordained in FCC�s sanctuary and accepted the call as FCC�s Associate Pastor all while building vital 
ministries at FCC. Sarah Lynne led Faith Formation classes and projects for all ages while also leading 
FCC�s Outreach work that included building the Welcome Table Breakfast and re-starting a low-barrier 
winter shelter, now called the Bloomington Severe Weather Emergency Shelter. In June, Pastor Sarah 
Lynne accepted the call to become the Senior Pastor at Journey of Faith Christian Church in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan. We have witnessed Sarah Lynne�s commitment to the Gospel-led work that she is called to do. 
We have been blessed and know that the congregants at Journey of Faith will soon be blessed with a 
Pastor who lives a Christ-centered life with  determination, but also with a lot of joy. Join us on August 
10th for an All-Church Picnic following worship (details on pg. 7).  

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

CHRIST IAN  
The 

 (Disciples of Christ) 



 

 

Dear Church, 
 

    On Sunday, I promised you a newsy update about what is happening with our many staff  
transitions. Here is the scoop! 
    To catch you up, here are the staff members who are bidding us adieu: 

 In May, our Director of Youth, Ashlyn Reynolds, completed her ministry with FCC after six years of 
service. Ashlyn is consolidating her life in Indy where she works and where she, alongside with fiancé Isai, 
owns a home. Ashlyn was serving FCC for 6 hours per week. 

 On July 13, our Director of Online Worship, Nathan Allen, will complete his service with us. Nathan 
graduated from the Jacobs School in May and is moving to Chicago to pursue opportunities as an audio 
engineer. Nathan was serving FCC for 6 hours per week. 

 On August 10, our Associate Pastor, Sarah Lynne Gershon, will complete her ministry with us as she and 
her family relocate to Ypsilanti, Michigan, where she will serve as Senior Pastor of Journey of Faith 
Church, a Disciples of Christ congregation. Pastor Sarah Lynne was serving FCC for 25 hours per week. 

 On August 17, our Director of Music, Jan Harrington, will conclude his 12-year ministry with FCC as he 
officially retires. Jan was serving FCC for 15 hours per week. 
 

    That�s a lot of change!! We are going to MISS all of these talented, amazing folks whom we LOVE so very 
much, but I also celebrate that each of them moving into a bright and positive new season! We rejoice for the 
ways they have enriched our lives and our church! 
    All of this transition points to an opportunity for careful discernment about appropriate staffing for our 
church in the here and now. To that end, I have spent a great deal of time with our departing staff making 
sure I understand just how they have been spending their time. Working with them and with church leaders, 
five new job descriptions have been composed. Salary ranges have been discussed and approved by our 
Finance Team, and job descriptions have been approved by our Board. IF YOU WANT TO SEE ANY OR ALL 

OF THESE JOB DESCRIPTIONS, PLEASE ASK. I WILL BE DELIGHTED TO SHARE THEM WITH YOU! 
 

The five open positions are: 
1. Technical Director � This job is a revised version of our Director of Online Worship position with some 

expansion of responsibilities. The new Technical Director will be responsible for attending to our audio-
visual needs in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings as well as in the Great Hall for the new Upper Room 
service on Sunday evenings. Additionally, this staffer will have some responsibilities for managing our 
church�s social media. Several strong resumes have been received and interviews will conclude early this 
week with the position extended to one of our qualified candidates. 

2. Director of Outreach Ministries � The staffer in this 15-hour per week position will cover many of Pastor 
Sarah Lynne�s duties related to our Outreach ministries. This staffer�s primary responsibilities will be 
overseeing the Welcome Table Breakfast and serving as FCC�s liaison and representative to the 
Bloomington Severe Weather Emergency Shelter (BSWERS). They will also work with our Outreach 
Commission to coordinate other Outreach ministries for FCC. Conversations with qualified candidates are 
currently being held. 

 

(Minister�s Missive continued on page 3) 

 

The Minister�s Missive 
 

Oh The Times, They are A-Changin� 
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(Minister�s Missive continued from page 2) 
3. Director of Faith Formation � The staffer in this 15-hour per week position will cover many of Pastor 

Sarah Lynne�s responsibilities related to Faith Formation and will also include hands-on leadership with 
our youth group. In addition to leading regular monthly youth activities, this staffer will coordinate and/
or lead children�s worship as well as adult educational offerings. They will work with our Faith 
Formation Commission to coordinate the educational ministries of our church. 

4. Director of Music � Our Director of Music will work for 15-hours per week overseeing the music 
ministry of FCC�s traditional worship service. This will include leadership of our sanctuary choir as well 
as recruitment and supervision of our choral scholars and instrumentalists. They will work closely with 
me to design vibrant worship experiences in which our music helps to convey our message of God�s 
compassion for all. Several potential candidates for this position have been contacted and some 
conversations are in motion. 

5. Upper Room Worship Leader � This position will utilize the talents of a musician (preferably a guitarist) 
who will lead music in our new, non-traditional worship service, the Upper Room, which will be held 
on Sunday evenings at 5:00 p.m. in the Great Hall.  

Whew! Did you make it all the way through? 

    A few more important things. . .While the above job descriptions seem to be a well-reasoned way to 
cover the ministries we wish to keep in motion, we are very open to combining responsibilities in the ways 
that make the most sense in utilizing the talents of the skilled people who find their way to our door. For 
instance, if we hire someone for Faith Formation who also has a passion for social media management, that 
responsibility might be shifted out of the Tech Director role and to the Faith Formation Director role. 
Agility is key! 
    Second, while I am in contact with the Indiana Region as well as Christian Theological Seminary about 
our staff openings, we need to spread the word about these available positions far and wide! If you know 
someone to recommend for any of the above jobs, please come and talk to me or to a member of the 
Personnel Committee (Terry Daugherty, Martha Sullivan, and Marc Wagner). You might know the 
talented person we need to meet! 
    Third, please know that the Personnel Committee, the Board, and I are endeavoring to be absolutely 
transparent as these decisions are discerned. In order to keep continuity in our ministries, some of these 
pieces are moving very fast! It is my intention to keep you as up-to-date as possible on how things are 
developing. So PLEASE READ THE COMMUNICATIONS THAT ARE SHARED WITH YOU AS YOU 

RECEIVE THEM! Once you have done that, I would be delighted to talk with you at any time about your 
questions, concerns, anxieties, or excitement. 
    Friends, here is the very most important things for you to know: I firmly believe that we are going to 
find ourselves in a new season with talented, energetic, amazing staff people doing ministry in the name of 
Christ at FCC! The good-byes we are saying are, indeed, painful, but we will also say �hello� to some folks 
who I feel just certain will be gifts to our community. 
    Thank you for your support during a very demanding time, and thank you for the prayers you are 
offering for FCC as we charge ahead into the future! 
 

Shalom, 
 

Pastor Kyrmen 
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In Our Prayers�  
 
   Please pray for the Cripe family as they grieve the loss of Barb�s mother, Maradell 
Willmot, who passed away on June 21. Cards and notes can be sent to the Cripes at 3930 

W. Tapp Rd., Bloomington, 47403.     
 

    Prayers are appreciated for the family of Melanie Hunter who passed away peacefully at home on 
July 5th. She and her husband Rob were married in FCC�s Chapel (now the Chapel Gathering 
Space) by Rev. Ronald Parker. Services will be at 1:00pm on July 12 at Day and Deremiah-Frye 
Funeral Home in Bloomington. Visitation will be available just before the service beginning at 
11:00am.  Cards may be sent to Rob at 503 E. Audubon Dr., Bloomington, 47408.  
 

    Prayers for those attending the General Assembly: Crystal Hammon, Jennifer Fettchenhauer, 
Jude Rea-Hedrick, Linda Abe, Lynae Mitchell and Pastor Sarah Lynne and Pastor Kyrmen. Prayers 
for safe travels and for an experience of spiritual renewal and expanded vision to bring back to FCC.  

The Donham & Totten Families  
Welcome a Baby Boy 

 

      Mike and Julie Donham have 
  added the title �Grandparent� 
  to their names as their     
  daughter Allison and son-in-
law Josh welcome a son, Graham Joshua Totten 
to their family. Graham was born on July 3rd, 
and Mike and Julie are happy to share that 
Mother and Baby are doing great, �The miracle 
of a child is truly a blessing and we are both so 
thankful for a healthy Mom and Son.� 

Healthcare News  
You CAN Use! 
 

July 20: Palliative and 
Hospice Care. What are the 
differences? Get your 
questions answered about 

these important kinds of care.  
 

August 3: Emergency Preparedness. How to 
create a plan! 
 

Meet following worship on July 20 and Aug. 3 in 
the Fireside Study to learn more and get your 
questions answered! 

FCC Congregational Meeting  
July 13th following Worship 

Meeting for approval of the nominations for 2025-2026 Leadership. 



Music Notes: Looking Back 
Jan Harrington � Director of Music 

 

    As I reflect on my 12 years serving as your music director, my heart is full of gratitude and joy. It�s been 
an extraordinary chapter of my life � filled with inspiring music, deep friendships, and countless moments 
where our shared offerings have truly lifted spirits and glorified God. 
 

    From our very first rehearsals together to the most recent anthems, I�ve been constantly amazed by the 
dedication, talent, and warmth of this choir and congregation. Thank you for letting me be part of your 
lives and your worship. 

Thanks to our amazing team 
It takes so many hands and hearts to make this ministry thrive. I�m especially grateful for: 

 Our pastoral leaders who have supported and encouraged the music ministry: Helen Hempfling, Will   
Jewsbury, Kyrmen Rae, Sarah Lynne Gershon, Mark Knowles 

 Our wonderful organists over the years: Kirk Rich, Nicole Simental, Jihye Choi, Shayla Van Hal, and 
now Molly Patrick. Fabulous Choral Scholars.  Loyal Choir Members 

 Our inspiring instrumental collaborators, especially saxophonist Tom Walsh and cellist Adriana 
Contino, who brought special services to life in such moving ways. 

Some highlights from these years 
Jazz Vespers � launching our First Friday Jazz Vespers services, bringing sacred jazz into our worship 
life in a truly unique way. 
COVID season creativity � together we created 56 weekly Jazz Vespers Moments online, in 
collaboration with Elena Escudero, Linda Abe, and Jono Palmer. Those little windows of hope meant 
so much during challenging days. 
Blessing of the Animals � one of my favorite annual services, full of joy (and barks, purrs, chirps...). 
Special choral events � our choir went above and beyond in major works, including: 

Cantatas by J.S. Bach and Handel 

Mozart�s Requiem & Coronation Mass 

 Britten�s Rejoice in the Lamb 

 Bernstein� Chichester Psalms 

Dona Nobis Pacem by Ralph Vaughan Williams, and more. 
Often Collaborating with other churches & musicians to make these big pieces possible � truly a 
testament to community and shared faith. 
Special services during Holy Week and especially Christmas Eve concerts and services.. 
 

    As I look back, I am overwhelmed by how richly God has blessed this music ministry � not only through 
soaring notes and beautiful harmonies, but through the deep connections we�ve made with one another.  
Thank you all for sharing your gifts, your time, and your hearts. I can�t wait to see (and hear!) what 
beautiful things are still ahead for this church. 
 

With love and gratitude, 
 
Jan Harrington, Director of Music 
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Practicing Gratitude:  
An update from Pastor Sarah Lynne 

 

    Last Sunday our Faith Community Nurse, Lynae Mitchell, reminded us that gratitude 
is good for our mental health. While pretending to be grateful when we aren�t doesn�t 
do anyone any good, bringing to mind the things we really are grateful for will 
improve our sense of well-being.  
    In that spirit I want to share some things I am grateful for this month!  
    I am grateful to the mayor and our city for supporting our ministries to the unhoused! 
Aug 6th, our city council will recognize the Emergency Winter Shelter (BSWErS) with 
a human rights award and last month we received reimbursement from the city for 
damages that resulted from that ministry. The city reimbursed us $4,467.86. We do 
these ministries because we believe it is the work God calls us to and we know Christian 

calling comes at a cost. It�s truly a gift when we receive financial help or recognition from the city, 
county, or people outside our church in support of our ministries. Thank you to the City Council and to 
Mayor Thompson for recognizing the value of our work! 
    I am also grateful for all the words of encouragement and well-wishes as I 
prepare to leave FCC and begin work as a senior minister at Journey of Faith in 
Ypsilani, MI. As I prepare to move out of our beloved home, purchased in Feb 
2024, I also remember Pastor Kyrmen�s house blessing and housewarming gifts 
from congregants. I am so grateful for this church! We still have a copy of the 
blessing and look forward to bringing the housewarming gifts to our new home 
in Ypsi. Please keep our house hunt in your prayers.  
    Finally, I am grateful for the dedication of volunteers in the ministries I oversee. I have no doubt that 
these ministries will keep going strong, not only because I am confident that God has the right new hires 
in mind to oversee them, but because we have lay people who care deeply about our service and faith 
formation ministries and will ensure the work is done well. If you have ever considered volunteering to 
lead children�s ministry, youth activities, our special events (like the Advent market), a dinner group, the 
shelter, or our Welcome Table breakfast, let me know now so I can get you plugged in!  
    I know there are many more things to 
be grateful for, but it is equally important 
to remember who I am grateful to. In fact 
when I can�t practice gratitude for things 
or events in my life� when for whatever 
reason, things are just too hard to say I am 
grateful for them� I am still always able 
to remember that I am grateful to a God 
who loves me, who created beautiful stars, 
flora, and fauna, and gives me life.    
 

-Pastor Sarah Lynne 
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�Farewell� Gift Opportunities! 
 

    As Moderator of the Board of First Christian Church, I am writing to express our church�s collective 
gratitude for the outstanding ministry and service given to us by Pastor Sarah Lynne Gershon and by Dr. Jan 
Harrington. 
    As we all know by now, Pastor Sarah Lynne has accepted the call to be the new Senior Minister at 
Journey of Faith Christian Church in Ypsalanti, Michigan. Her last day with us will be Sunday, August 10th.  
Over the last 5 years, we have witnessed the remarkable transformation of the bright Christian Theological 
Seminary student into the remarkably gifted, ordained minister that she is today! She truly �walks the talk,� 
and by her example, in both word and deed, she has made each one of us at FCC a better Christian for it. 
    Meanwhile, our beloved Music Director, Jan, has decided it is time to retire�and who can deny that he 
has most certainly earned this privilege? His last day with us will be Sunday, August 17th.  For twelve years 
he has brought the glory of God to us through music; touching each of us with the indelible power of sacred 
music that only a maestro can accomplish. How incredibly blessed we have been! 
    We will miss both of them terribly!  But at the same time, we understand that nothing stands still and we 
are grateful for the time spent together here at FCC. We wish them both the very best in their new 
endeavors.  
    Thus, as we prepare for their departures, I invite you to join me in contributing toward a parting gift for 
each of them. If you would like to participate in these send-off gifts, here is the best way to do it.  Write 
two checks. Make your checks payable to �First Christian Church��and then write the person�s name in 
the Memo Line of each check. Please send your checks to the church office or drop them in the offering 
plate during worship. 
    Thank you for showing Sarah Lynne and Jan how much they have enriched your life at FCC! 

 
Betsy Watson 
Moderator 

SEND-OFF CELEBRATIONS 
 

Please plan to attend these special events as we send our staff members off with our blessings! 
 

PICNIC FOR THE GERSHONS 
 

Join us on Sunday, August 10, as we celebrate the ministry of Pastor Sarah Lynne and her family with 
an All-Church Picnic at the Woodlawn Shelter at Bryan Park (1020 S. Woodlawn Ave.). Our festivities 
will begin at 12:00 noon. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. FCC will provide burgers and 
dogs (with vegetarian options), beverages, and tableware. There is plenty of  greenspace around the 
picnic shelter, so bring lawn games and camp chairs if you would like. 
In keeping with FCC Picnic Tradition, there will be a PIE CONTEST! So, bring out those favorite 
family recipes! The Gershon family will be our judges this year, but everyone wins (meaning everyone 
gets to eat pie!!). See you there! 
 

CELEBRATION LUNCH FOR JAN HARRINGTON 
 

    And plan to join us following worship on Sunday, August 17, when we will celebrate Jan's ministry 
with lunch in our Great Hall at 11:45 am. Please watch in the coming weeks for RSVP details.  
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Save The Date! 
 

Join your FCC Family for  
Bloomington PrideFest on August 23 

 

Consider volunteering at our tent!  
Please contact Pastor Sarah Lynne if you would like to 

volunteer at our tent during PrideFest. This is a fun event, 

and a great way to introduce FCC to our community. 

Support The Welcome Table Breakfast by Joining the 
Volunteer Crew Who Make This Vital Ministry Happen!  

 

    Since First Christian Church started offering The Welcome Table 
breakfast, the number of diners has grown from between 50-70 people 
to around 100-140 people each week!  
    We really need more volunteers for our breakfast, 

especially backup volunteers who can help when our regulars are out of town. If you 
are able to volunteer please reach out to Pastor Sarah Lynne! 
    If you would like to support The Welcome Table, but aren�t able to volunteer, you can help out by 
adding some extra groceries to your cart (or pick up order) each week and dropping them off at the 
church! Below are items we can accept for the breakfast:  
    Non-perishables can be dropped off in the bin by the Fireside study. We can accept: 
Cereal (Raisin Bran, Frosted Wheat, Almond and Honey Bunches of Oats, and sweet Cereal is most 

requested. We have a lot of cheerios :) 
Sandwich Bread, Boxes of individual portioned Instant Oatmeal, Pop-Tarts, Peanut Butter, Jelly or 
Jam, Ground Coffee, Powdered Creamer, Sugar and Tea 
    If you would like to donate perishable items. Please contact Pastor Sarah Lynne, or 
bring them to the Great Hall on Sunday morning. We can accept: Milk (regular and 
chocolate), Orange Juice, Apple Juice, Peeled Hard Boiled Eggs, Sliced Cheese, Sandwich Meat, 
Mandarin Oranges, and Bananas 
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JULY/EARLY AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

Please let us know if we have left anyone off of the birthday list! 



 

 

 

Save the Date(s)! 
August 10:  

All Church Picnic & Pie Contest  
(Woodlawn Shelter at Bryan Park) 

Celebration for Pastor Sarah Lynne 
 

August 17:  
All-Church Lunch 

(following worship in Great Hall) 
Celebration of the  

Ministry of Dr. Jan Harrington 

Non-Profit Org.  
US Postage Paid 

Bloomington, IN 47408 
Permit #217 

First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

205 E. Kirkwood Avenue 
Bloomington, IN 47408 

812-332-4459 
fcc@fccbloomington.org 

www.fccbloomington.org 
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Scripture Readings 
For Sunday Worship 

 

July 13 
Rev. Tim Jessen preaching 

Deuteronomy 30:8-10 
Luke 10:25-37 

 

July 20 

Psalm 15 
Luke 10:38-42 

 

July 27 

Psalm 138 
Luke 11:1-13 

 

August 3 

Jude Rea-Hedrick preaching 
Psalm 49:1-12 

1 Corinthians 1:10-21 
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