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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PROJECTS COMPLETED!!!!!!!!  

Sometimes, there just aren’t enough exclamation points!!!! 
 

It seems impossible to express in writing just what a BIG DEAL this is! Church, the twelve 
projects for which we conducted our “Building the Realm” capital campaign have all been com-
pleted! 
      ·Both of our boilers have been replaced. 
      ·We have new fan coil units and distribution piping. 
      ·The sanctuary entrance has been weatherproofed. 
      ·The crack over the choir loft arch has been repaired. 
      ·The parapets on the north and south sides of the sanctuary have been fixed to keep water out     
and to repair exposed bricks. 
      ·The stone beams above the east and west sanctuary windows have been stabilized. 
      ·The second-to-third floor staircase on the west end of the building is strong and stable. 
      ·The columns on the east and west sides of the church have been stabilized and no longer allow 
water intrusion. 
      ·The rotten wood around many of our most severely degraded windows has been repaired and 
painted. 
      ·A new accessible door has been installed from the north alley into the Chapel Gathering Space. 
      ·A new wireless sound system is in use in our sanctuary, making speech and music crisp and 
clear. 
 Our capital campaign fundraising goal was $650,000.  We raised $840,000.  That means that 
now that those twelve projects have been completed, our Capital Projects Team, in cooperation 
with the Board, is at work identifying even more projects to address to care for our dear old build-
ing. That team is eager to share the further work to be done as decisions are finalized! 
 In a season when so many churches are closing, old buildings are falling into disrepair, and 
congregations are in despair about the future, First Christian Church is building the Realm. We are 
faithfully stewarding our greatest physical resource, our beautiful old building, to house life-
changing, spirit-filling, community-building, compassionate activity. 
 Let us not fail to recognize the magnitude of what we have done through dedicated work, 
committed generosity, and following the Spirit’s guidance. May we celebrate the many ways 
our building will continue to be the site of Realm-building work for many years to come! 

(Disciples of Christ) 



 

 

           The Gift of Adaptability 
Dear Church, 
 

 Ministers sometimes have an odd sense of humor.  Here’s a favorite pastor
-joke; there are two punchlines, so choose the one you like best. 
 Set-up:  How many church members does it take to change a lightbulb? 
 Punchline #1: Change??!!! What do you mean, change??!!! 
 Punchline #2: My grandmother donated that lightbulb! It’s here to stay! 
  Change is hard for churches. We value our traditions; we find comfort in doing things in the 
old familiar manner. Doing things in new, untested ways can be scary. While it is important that we 
remember our heritage and continue to participate in the traditions that are central to our worship 
and communal life, the reality is that institutions that do not change will eventually die from 
stagnation.     
    While I will not call our October fire a gift, it certainly has occasioned many opportunities 
for us to learn some important lessons about adaptability – lessons I believe are moving us toward a 
more daring, more vibrant, Spirit-filled future.    
 As we dealt with being displaced from our sanctuary, we learned that our authentic worship 
does not depend upon being in that space. As we gathered in our Great Hall Sunday after Sunday, we 
learned that there are some gifts in the closeness and informality of a different experience of 
worship. As our staff has dealt with working in temporary spaces, we have learned that we can 
support each other and be resourceful to manage our work well. Each time we walked into the 
building uncertain of what area was being cleaned or repaired, we learned that we can improvise 
where we hold meetings. And golly, we got really, really good at setting up and taking down tables 
and chairs!                             (cont’d on pg. 3) 
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 As the dust settles (literally) and we begin to arrange furniture and unpack boxes, this sea-
son offers some opportunities for further adaptability as we re-think how we use our space. Some 
changes are coming that will improve our day-to-day and week-to-week function. We are working to 
adapt the current work room (the first-floor room in the bathroom hallway where Eve works) to 
become our children’s worship space. This will allow our kiddos to be nearer to the sanctuary on 
the first floor. A door is planned connecting this space to the nursery, so our children’s program-
ming can share volunteers, easily move kids from one space to the other when needed, and have the 
extra security of access to the bathroom in the nursery. 
 As our children relocate to the first floor, more space will be available in the basement for 
paying tenants. Discussions are already in the works with a potential tenant that will expand our 
rental income while also supporting the work of non-profit community partners. 
 As our administrative wing is restored, we’re considering how we can make that space not 
only more welcoming but also how we can use it more efficiently. Two work stations are planned 
for that area where administrative tasks can be efficiently completed. 
 During our displacement, I have worked for the past several weeks in the Campbellite room 
and have learned that it makes a pretty good office! We will be moving Pastor Matt to that space 
once I am able to relocate to my restored pastor’s study. That frees up two nice, big side-by-side 
offices on our third floor for another potential tenant or two. 
Just look at how adaptable we are! 
 While we’re at it, some changes are coming to how we manage church-wide communication 
as well. We have updated our church management software, and with that upgrade, we have some 
great new tools for staying in touch with one another and developing our digital presence. We will 
be using new tools for our email communications as well as implementing texting as a tool for shar-
ing church information. A new, fresh church website is coming soon, as is a church app through 
which you will be able to use your smartphone to access the church calendar, directory information, 
up-to-date announcements, and more. Watch your email for information about how you can enjoy 
these new modes of communication. 
 Church, I’m proud of the ways we are continuing to grow, learn, and adapt. Developing our 
agility is key to our continued ability to respond to the Spirit’s guidance. 
 You may have heard the famous last words of every dying church: “We’ve never done it 
that way before.”  May our song instead be, “Spirit of God, fall fresh on us,” as we encourage and 
support one another through a season of change. 
 
 

Shalom, 
 
  
  Pastor Kyrmen 
 *Please Note* 

Pastor Kyrmen will be on vacation Monday, June 1 through Sunday, June 14.  If you experience a 
health crisis, hospitalization, or other need for which you need visitation, support, or prayer, our 
Elders are prepared to serve you.  Please contact Pete in the church office and he will connect you 
to an Elder. 
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Community Connections Ministry 
Looking for a way to get more involved and help build connections in our community? Join the 
Community Connections Ministry as we help plan and coordinate FCC’s presence at events 
such as Pridefest, The Taste of Bloomington Festival, Downtown Trick-or-Treat and more. 

You do not have to be a member of the church to participate. All are welcome! 

Our next meeting will be: 

Tuesday, June 16, 2026 
6:00 PM 
Fireside Room 

Whether you'd like to help organize events, volunteer occasionally, or simply learn more about the 
ministry, we would love to have you join us. 

For more information, contact Sarah Miller at sarahmiller.smm@gmail.com, or just come to 
the meeting! 
 

Up-Grades to FCC’s Churchwide Communications 
FCC is rolling out some new and improved communication tools! If you are currently on our 
email list, then you should have received a message from communications@servantkeeper.com. 
That email contains a link directing you to subscribe to FCC’s email list.   
Please note that the link is safe and is *not* a phishing attempt. Once you've clicked the link to 
subscribe, you will be asked to confirm your subscription by clicking the link in one more email 
from Servant Keeper (it is possible that email may go to your junk or spam folder). 
Beginning June 1, all FCC email will be sent via Servant Keeper. That means that you MUST 
subscribe by that date if you wish to continue receiving messages from FCC. You will be able to 
unsubscribe at anytime in the future if you wish to stop receiving church emails. 
We will send out the invitation to subscribe again before the deadline, so if you missed it, please 
watch for the next message. 
Once this transition is complete, we will begin introducing some additional communication 
tools, including communication by text and the implementation of an FCC app which will in-
clude the church calendar, an electronic directory, and access to up-to-the minute announce-
ments. Stay tuned for more details! 
Thank you all so much for working through this transition with us! If have any questions or 
need some help navigating these changes, please call Pete during office hours (Monday thru 
Thursday from 9:00 to 4:00) or send your questions via email to pete@fccbloomington.org.  



  Page 5                        The Christian Visitor            

                       The Associate’s Angle 
 

 
In these weeks after Easter, I keep returning to the story of the Road to Em-
maus in Luke 24. Two disciples walk with Jesus; confused, weary, unsure of 
what comes next. Yet Christ is beside them the whole time. It is only when they 
sit at the table, when bread is taken, blessed, broken, and given, that “their eyes 
were opened.” 
 That moment - simple, sacred, shared - has become the lens through 
which I see my first few months at First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

Again and again, Christ is made known among us at the table: in worship, in fellowship, and in ser-
vice. 
Christ Revealed in Small Acts of Compassion 
 

 When we returned to worship in the sanctuary last week, we heard the call to “Rejoice in 
the Lord always.” That joy is not shallow or naive - it is the deep joy that comes from recognizing 
Christ in unexpected places. And this past weekend, I saw that joy alive in our Great Hall. 
 One Welcome Table Breakfast guest shared how grateful he was for the bus ticket he re-
ceived - not because he needed it, but because he felt God leading him to pass it along to someone 
in even greater need. His joy came from being able to give. 
 Another unhoused guest told us she is caring for the pet of a friend who is currently in the 
hospital. She asked that we pray for her friend. Even in her own challenges, her heart was turned 
toward someone else. 
 These moments - quiet, humble, holy - opened my eyes. They reminded me that Christ is 
present in our breakfast ministry to the most vulnerable in our community just as surely as Christ is 
present in our restored sanctuary. They reminded me that the Emmaus story is not a story of the 
past - it is happening here. 
Christ Revealed in a Missional, Open Table People 
 

 One of the first things I learned at FCC Bloomington is that this congregation truly be-
lieves in the open table. You live the Disciples’ call to welcome as Christ welcomes and to trust 
that God meets us in the breaking of bread. 
I see this in the way you greet one another. 
I see it in the clarity and conviction of Pastor Kyrmen’s preaching. 
I see it in the faithfulness of our lay leaders and the legacy of those who came before. 
I see it in the way college students, professionals, blue‑collar workers, retirees, and unhoused 
neighbors all find a place here. 
This is Emmaus hospitality - hospitality that opens eyes.      
Christ Revealed in Opportunity   

 As I continue to settle into ministry with you and we wrap up our fire restoration and capi-
tal projects, I feel a deep sense of holy opportunity. Like the disciples who ran back to Jerusalem 
with renewed purpose, I sense that God is stirring something hopeful and alive within this congre-
gation.          
           (cont’d on pg. 6) 
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 (The Associate’s Angle cont’d. from pg. 5) 
 

I love the way you listen for the Spirit. 
I love the way you show up for one another. 
I love the way you trust that Christ walks with us - even when we do not yet recognize him. 
 I am grateful to join a congregation made up of people from many backgrounds, experi-
ences, and perspectives, all choosing to walk this journey of faith together. 
A Call to Serve: Welcome Table Breakfast 
 The Welcome Table Breakfast is one of the clearest places where Christ is revealed 
among us. We take, bless, break, and give - and in doing so, our eyes are opened to God’s pres-
ence in our neighbors. 
 As we look ahead, we do have several pressing volunteer openings in May and June, es-
pecially with some regular volunteers out of town. If you are able, please prayerfully consider 
signing up for one or more open dates. Your presence truly matters. 
 You can also use the SignUpGenius link directly: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0548A5AE29ABFEC61-60610108-welcome#/  
Feel free to reach out to me by email or text if you have any questions. 
 Thank you for the joy, compassion, and generous spirit you bring to FCC. Each of you 
helps our church live out the call to rejoice in the Lord through service. I look forward to learn-
ing with you, serving alongside you, and discovering the ways God will continue to lead us into 
deeper love, deeper unity, and deeper discipleship. 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Matt Gargiulo 
matt@fccbloomington.org 
(812) 929-6684 

Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard  Garden Tool Drive May 17 & 24 
Voices of Faith is helping collect tools that can be loaned out through the Tool Share program to 
both patrons and community members. Here’s what we hope to collect: Garden gloves (men's and 
women's, all sizes), small hand trowels, cultivators, watering cans, kneelers, rakes, shovels, hoes, small 
clippers, child-sized gloves and garden tools Can you lend a hand and make it possible for Mother 
Hubbard’s Cupboard to lend a rake, a watering can, a shovel, or a pair of garden clippers?  Gently 
used tools are most welcome! We’ll be collecting tools on two Sunday mornings, May 17 and May 24. 
Please bring your contribution to church – or, on a weekday, you can drop it by the church office. If 
you would like to participate but don’t have garden tools to donate, please write a check to Mother 
Hubbard’s Cupboard Garden Tool Drive, and we’ll be sure to deliver it along with the donated tools. 

 

In Our Prayers…    

We offer our congratulations and prayers of thanksgiving to Joanie Breeden and 
family on the birth of her new grandson, Charlie William Breeden. Charlie was born 
on April 29, 2026, weighing in at 6 lbs 13 oz. Welcome to the world, Charlie!  
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

Worship Leaders Needed 
Every week, a volunteer assists in worship by leading the congregation in the Call to Worship 
and reading our first scripture text. We need volunteers who would enjoy sharing in this way! 
Volunteers of any age are welcome, including children and youth.  Whether you’ve performed 
in front of thousands or have never spoken into a microphone, you are welcome to lead! 
Sign up for a June, July, or August date here:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0548A5AE29ABFEC61-60884470-fccworship#/ 
OR, you may call the office and have Pete sign you up! 

06/04 Mary Al-
ice 

ice 

Martin 4243 W. Lynwest Drive Bloomington IN 47404 

06/07 Allen Griggs 9376 S. Harbour Pointe Dr. Bloomington IN 47401 
06/10 Tanishq Abraham 3429 S. Kennedy Dr. Bloomington IN 47401 
06/16 David Jackson 3693 S. Sowder Square Bloomington IN 47401 
06/17 Cliff Travis 4682 E. Heritage Woods Rd. Bloomington IN 47401 

06/18 Melissa Jackson 3693 S. Sowder Square Bloomington IN 47401 
06/24 Arch Dalton 1322 S. Winfield Rd. Bloomington IN 47401 

                           Congratulations, Graduates!! 
Noah Knepper: Noah Knepper is graduating from Bloomington High 
School South with honors this year. He will attend Indiana University in 
the fall and planning to major in Sports Marketing. 
 

Matthew Griffin: Matthew is graduating from Hanover College with a BA 
in Business. 
 

Ron Kalinovsky: Ron is graduating from Indiana University with a Bachelor of Music in Vocal 
Performance. He is excited to begin his Master’s degree in Voice Performance at Northwestern 
University in Evanston, IL this fall.    

Jetta Norris: Jetta Norris graduated with a Bachelor's in Neuroscience and Chemistry from Frank-
lin College. She is going on to be a lab chemist in Terre Haute.  
 

Shayla Van Hal: Shayla Van Hal has completed her doctoral dissertation, entitled "Polish Passion 
Tunes in the Music of Marian Sawa (1937-2005)." She has completed all requirements for the Doc-
torate of Music (DM) in Organ Performance, with the exception of her defense. Her lecture-recital 
has been tentatively scheduled for mid-September.  
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