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Singing Our Favorite Hymns! 

On July 19, join us for worship at 10:00 a.m. as we enjoy an old-fashioned hymn sing! We’ll 
hear the stories behind a few well-known hymns 
and sing the songs of faith you love best!  If you 
haven’t told us what your favorite hymns are yet, 
you can do that in a couple of ways. This Sunday, 
July 12, you can fill out the card you’ll find in your 
bulletin.  List your favorite hymns and drop your 
card in the offering plate.  You can also share your 
favorites with us online here:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7STCXL6 
We won’t have time to sing ALL your favorite songs, but we’ll get to as many as we can! 
 

All Church Picnic! 
After the Hymn Sing, head over to Bryan Park for our annual All-Church Picnic!  We’ll 
gather at the Woodlawn Shelter at 12:00 noon for food, games, fun, and, of course, home-
made pie!  Burgers, hot dogs, and veggie dogs will be provided; you are invited to bring a 
side dish or dessert to share.  The bakers among us will offer their best pie-baking efforts as 
a panel of highly qualified judges (folks who love pie) decide which bakers will take home a 
prize!  You won’t want to miss the fun!  
 
 
 
 
 

(Disciples of Christ) 



 

 

    Questions Instead of Swords 
 

Dear Church, 
      

 In Joshua chapter 22, some folks build an altar. Their purpose is to 
show their devotion to God. But when their neighbors see the altar, they 
misunderstand its meaning. They think the altar has been built as an act of 
rebellion, a way of thwarting God’s rules about where sacrifices are to be made. 
They mobilize to go to war against the perceived offenders. But before they 
launch their attack, they send a delegation to investigate.  That investigation reveals the truth: the 
altar was not built as a sign of disrespect, but as a magnificent memorial symbolizing devotion to 
God, a great monument that would stand as a sign of faith for generations to come. Receiving this 
explanation, war is not only averted, but neighbors understand themselves as unified in their faith. 
 Phew!  It’s a good thing the neighbors decided to do some recon before they went running 
off with swords drawn and battle axes raised! Had they not, a whole lot of people would have died - 
all because of a misunderstanding. 
 This story reminds me of some things that happened at a church where I served as associate 
pastor many years ago. The church was in the midst of making some huge, brave changes. Even 
though most folks understood that the changes would ultimately lead to a positive outcome, many 
were grieving the losses that invariably come with change. This church had two worship services - a 
traditional service, which the majority of congregants attended, and a new-ish non-traditional service 
which was smaller, but growing rapidly. I have no idea how it got started, but in the midst of this 
church’s season of upheaval, a rumor circulated that church leaders planned to discontinue the 
traditional service and disband the church’s beloved choir. This story passed from person to person 
until a significant number of people were not only distraught, but also extremely angry.   
 The following Sunday morning, the rumor was addressed and dispelled directly from the 
pulpit. No plan had ever even been discussed to stop holding the traditional worship service or 
eliminate the choir. Many people were relieved, yet there were still some who weren’t sure what to 
believe. That unfounded rumor caused some damage that lingered for a while, though, fortunately, 
the church recovered.                                                                                                     (cont’d on pg. 3) 

 
Welcome FCC’s Newest Member! 

FCC welcomes Susan Levett, who joined by transfer of membership on 
Sunday, July 5.  She has kindly offered us a few words of introduction: 
 

Let's see...about me...One of the things I learned about myself after my husband died 
was that I need to be near family, so I returned home to Indiana.  I retired from 
banking and teaching and travel a lot because I have children in Oregon, Texas and 
New York.  I enjoy making pop-up cards, crochet (though I am ridiculously slow), 
piano, reading, and strength training.  I love to be involved in volunteer work, 
particularly endeavours that involve food and health.  It's wonderful how at home I 
already feel with this community!      
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 (cont’d from pg. 2)    
 

 It happens to all of us from time to time - we see or hear something that raises questions in 
our minds or introduces doubts. And our imagination starts filling in the blanks. For some, the 
blanks are quickly filled with negative explanations. We may imagine that what we fear most is com-
ing to pass: It must be cancer. It must have been an intruder. She doesn’t really love me anymore. 
He must be lying. We “borrow trouble,” causing ourselves agony by jumping to conclusions instead 
of asking questions. 
 This happens in churches far too often. We notice something that unsettles us, and instead 
of asking questions, we allow our imagination to fill in the blanks. This becomes especially harmful 
when it is followed by sharing those imaginings with others as if they are founded on facts. I’ve seen 
people leave the church they loved, and I’ve seen ministers leave the community they’ve served be-
cause of the damage caused by rumors making the rounds. 
 There is a simple antidote to the pain caused by jumping to conclusions: ask questions. 
Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will find a list of our current church Board members, trustees, and 
elders. They’ve been selected by the congregation to lead our community. When something feels off 
or when a question about what is happening at FCC arises, they are the people to ask for clarifica-
tion. If something you hear about FCC concerns you, come and talk to me about it.  If you are feel-
ing unsettled, ask for a conversation with Pastor Matt. Also, information is the enemy of false as-
sumptions; reading the newsletter and email communications and being engaged in church life are 
the best ways to stay informed. 
 So, the next time you see a big ol’ altar rising, don’t assume it’s been built for ill-purposes. 
Go ask the builder what they’re up to. You may find that you and your neighbor have a common 
purpose, a shared goal, and a dream that will bind you together on your quest to follow Jesus. 
 
 

Summer Shalom, 
 
  
Pastor Kyrmen 
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Help FCC Connect with our Bloomington Community! 
The Community Connections Ministry is looking for volunteers to help welcome our neighbors 
during The Taste of Bloomington on August 1 and Bloomington Pride on August 22. Whether 
you can serve for one shift or several, we'd love to have you join us in helping our church be a wel-
coming presence in our community! 
 

Please sign up using the SignUpGenius links below and 
choose the time slot(s) that work best for you. 
 
The Taste of Bloomington:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0548A5AE29ABFEC61-64684550-fccthe 
 
 

 
 
 
Bloomington Pride:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0548A5AE29ABFEC61-64684463-
fccbloomington 
 

Summer Fun for Families! 
Calling all families with kids in grades 3 through 12!  On 
Thursday, July 16 at 4:30 p.m., let’s meet up at Classic Lanes 
(1421 N Willis Drive) for some crazy bowling!! Never been 
crazy bowling?? Pastor Kyrmen will be delighted to show you 
how it’s done! Crazy bowling levels the playing field - 
whether you are an experienced bowler or aren’t sure how 
your fingers fit in the 
bowling ball holes, you 
are guaranteed to have a 
good time!  Kids, bring 

your parents, grandparents, or grown up friends to join in 
the fun - OR, if you don’t have an adult who can bring you, 
let Pastor Kyrmen know so we can get you a ride! 
After we’ve worked up an appetite at the bowling alley, we’ll 
caravan to Mother Bear’s for pizza and more fun! 
Please RSVP to pastorkyrmen@gmail.com 
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                       The Associate’s Angle 
      
 

    Celebrating Commissioned Ministry 
 
 
 

 This past month has been another of gratitude, celebration, and re-
newed commitment to the ministry we share at First Christian Church. On Sun-
day, June 28, I had the joy of being officially commissioned as a minister in the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), marking a milestone in my denomina-
tional transfer and officially beginning this new chapter of service among you. 

 The commissioning service was deeply meaningful, and I want to extend heartfelt thanks 
to Pastor Kyrmen and our board leadership (Betsy Watson, Moderator, and John Walsh, Elder 
Chair) for the care, hospitality, and blessing they poured into the day. The framed certificate and 
the beautiful stole - reminding me of FCC’s stained-glass “Tree of Life” - were gifts I will treasure 
for years to come. The cake reception and warm welcome extended not only to Rachel and our 
girls but also to my parents made the day even more special. Thank you for embracing my family 
with such kindness and joy. 
 

A Grant that Strengthens Our Welcome 
 

 I am also grateful to share good news on behalf of FCC: our congregation has been 
awarded a 2026 Sophia Travis Community Service Grant from the Monroe County Council in the 
amount of $5,600. These funds will directly support groceries for our Welcome Table Breakfast 
and to-go lunches, helping us continue offering nourishment, dignity, and hospitality to our 
neighbors in need. 
 

It is encouraging to see our wider community recognize the impact of this ministry and the real 
needs it meets each week. As a side note, the Bloomington Severe Winter Emergency Response 
Shelter (BSWERS) also received $10,060 - which will support our collaborative efforts to continue 
to care for our most vulnerable neighbors. 
 

BSWERS Recap 
 

Speaking of BSWERS, Pastor Kyrmen and I recently met with shelter leaders for the 2025-2026 
season wrap-up and early planning for the 2026-2027 season, where FCC will again serve as one of 
the host sites. The wrap-up report was both humbling and inspiring: 
 * 56 nights open during severe winter weather 
 * 256 unique guests sheltered 
 * 225 unique volunteers 
 * 3,500 volunteer hours offered 
 
 

 These numbers tell a story of compassion lived out in concrete ways - of volunteers show-
ing up late at night, early in the morning, and in the coldest moments of the year to ensure that 
every person has a warm, safe place to rest.        
  
          (cont’d on pg. 6) 
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 (The Associate’s Angle cont’d. from pg. 5) 
 

 This spring, BSWERS was honored with the “Be More Impactful” Award from the 
City of Bloomington, recognizing the volunteer group of the year. That award also included a 
$1,000 grant from the Community Foundation of Bloomington and Monroe County. It is a 
joy to partner with such a dedicated network of leaders and volunteers, and I am proud that 
FCC plays a vital role in this life-saving work. 
 

God is Moving - And FCC is Responding 
 

 Every one of these moments - from commissioning to community grants to winter 
shelter collaboration - points to a simple truth: God is at work in Bloomington, and FCC is 
faithfully responding. You are embodying the love of Jesus in ways that are tangible, compas-
sionate, and transformative. 
 

 I am grateful to serve alongside you. I am grateful for the ways you show up. And I 
am grateful for the Spirit who continues to guide us into deeper love, wider welcome, and 
sacrificial service. 
 

Grace and peace, 
 
Pastor Matt Gargiulo 
matt@fccbloomington.org 
(812) 929-6684 
 
 
 

 

In Our Prayers…  

We pray for Anne Peyton, mother of Brian Bosmer, who is receiving hospice care. 
 

We offer prayers for Allen Rea, Pastor Kyrmen’s Dad, who is receiving hospice care 
at home.   
We pray for John Seest, FCC’s engineering consultant and project manager, who is 

hospitalized with a broken femur and shoulder.    
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
08/02 Matthew Griffin 7300 W. Ison Rd. Bloomington IN 47403 
08/04 Ashley King 583 W. 215th St. Apt. B9 New York NY 10034 
08/08 Christine Griffin 7300 W. Ison Rd. Bloomington IN 47403 
08/10 Tom Walsh 1478 E. Commander Ct. Bloomington IN 47401 
08/13 Sarah Knepper 3918 S. Woods Edge Bend Bloomington IN 47401 
08/14 Cindy Welch 930 W. Second Street Bloomington IN 47403 
08/22 Amy Lynn 4301 S. Clear View Ct. Bloomington IN 47403 
08/23 Lauren Johann 3057 E. Chase Lane Bloomington IN 47401 
08/24 Linda Abe 600 S. Hawthorne Dr. Bloomington IN 47401 
08/25 Patrick Walsh 3006 S. Olcott Blvd. Bloomington IN 47401 
08/25 Brian Brosmer 2479 S. Brittany Lane Bloomington IN 47401 
08/27 Barb Cripe 3930 W. Tapp Rd. Bloomington IN 47403 
08/28 John Babcock 3742 S. Tyler Lane Bloomington IN 47403 
08/29 Patti  Parkes 4215 W. Geranium Lane Bloomington IN 47404 
08/29 Lilly Trulock 2807 N. Blue Slopes Dr. Bloomington IN 47408 

FCC 2026-27 Leadership 
On Sunday, July 5, a congregational meeting was held to approve FCC’s leadership for the coming 
year.  The following members now comprise FCCs Board: 
 

Term ending in 2027: Linda Abe, Joanie Breeden, Betsy Watson, Nick Mitchell, Cindy Welch 
 

Term ending in 2028: Donnie Daugherty, Amy Lynn, Mary Beth Godsey, Lynae Mitchell, Mike Rogers, 
Kathy Street, Jim Watson 
 

Term ending in 2029: Haley Norris, Charlie Sinn 
 
FCC’s Trustees are: Scott Cripe, Jim Watson, and Mark Miller 
 

FCC’s Active Elders are: John Walsh, Betsy Watson, Amy Lynn, Debbie White, Chip Welch, Cindy 
Welch, Connie Myers, Scott Cripe, Terry Daugherty, Joanne Weddle, Linda Abe, Erica Eckensberger, 
Laurie Counsel, and Chuck Jones 
 

We offer our heartfelt thanks to Betsy Watson as she concludes her second year as FCC’s Board Chair 
and Moderator.  We are grateful for her leadership during a very full season in the life of our congrega-
tion! 
 

Church, these leaders are our representatives in the making of small and large decisions.  If you 
have concerns about things that are happening in the life of the church or affirmations you wish to 
share, please reach out to FCC’s leaders. 
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